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Then the other members drew their
chairs nearer and entreated him to tell
them what the chilly state of the water
reminded him of. I

**It reminded me of a very queer and
unpleasant adventure duriog the
war.”'

The chairs edged a little nearer and
one or two "Has' losg drawn out,
were heard above the noise of the
moving of geats.

“‘But the story is strictly true,” he
went on, **and I should mot relate it if
it were not for the fact that there are
several gentlemen living in Brooklyn
who were witnesses of the events I re-
fer to. One of these in SBergt. Holbrook,
of the Central squad, stationed at po-
lice headgearters, and another is
Capt. Folk of the Twelfth precinct.”

nen followed several assurances
that nota ringle Varuna flanncl shirt
covered a breast tbhat could for a mo-
ment entertain a doabt of it.

““In 1862 began the inspector, "I
joined Company E. of the One Hun-
dred and in Seventy-third Metropoli-
tan regiment. It was a police regiment,
and Ilolbrook and Folk belonged to it
also. Oan the 18:h of December we
Bhlp?cd for New Orleans on the steam-
er Coutinevtal,. 1,100 strong. The
steamer was pretty crowded, as you
may imagine, and comfort and cleanli-
ness were at a discount. - But perhngs
culef amopg our discemforts were the
plentifulocss of salt pork and the ab-
sence of sea waler soap or fresh water

to wash in. We lived on the salt pork
and tried to wash in salt water with
fresh water soap, and [ tell you there
were & good many dirty faces and
pairs of hauds on board on the gecond
day out. 1t had been raining pw&:
bard up to the third day out from N

York harbor, and 1| was on duty on
deck, as dirty as the rest, when we
reached the Gulf of Mexico. As 1
marched up and down the deck of the
steamer, which wes pitching and roll-
inz heavily, 1 noticed the yawls which
hung from the davitsa were-hal fall of
rain water. . I determined t9 have a
wash, and slipped below and got a
towel aud a plece of fresh waler soap.
Bat I found it a teugh job. Justasl
would get my bands into the fresh
water in the boat, as I leaned over the

leeward would swing her away from
me. And there I had to walt, leaning
half over the side, until the roll the
other way swung her back acain. Then
off she would swing agaln, just givicg
me time to dip my fingers into the rain
water. This went op for some minutes
and 1 had scarcely dene more than
wash my hands, 80 made up my mind
to make a beld dash tor a clean face. |
put the soap down, scoeped ny hands
tozether and waited for the return of
the yawl, determined to scoop up some
rain water and throw it over my face,
The steamer somehow stopped rolling
for a few seconds, and began pitching,
with the yawl just a few inches out of
my reach. Leaning over the gunwale
I made one supreme effort to reach the
water in the yawl. But unfortunate-
ly, at that very momest, the steamer
rolled the way [ bad not expected, and
before 1 had time toexpressan opfnlun
about it I found myself several lathoms
under'water. | bad pitched over the
gunwale and slipped between the sideé
of the steamer and the yawl. As soon
a8 [ realized the situation [ was im-
pressed with its seriousness, This
was as | began to rise Lo the sorface,
which I did slowiy,and with difficulty,
as Ihad on my fall unitorm and =a
heavy pair of top boots, A storm was
rising rapidiy,and the steamer was pgo

ing at fourteen knots, 50 that by the

between two waves that seemed to be
as high as wounta:ns, I could see
nothing of the steamer. In apnotlher
second | was lifted on to the togof a

gunwale, the roll of the steamer to

time | rose to the surface, in a trouzh |

What do we know a3 certaip facts

with regard to shooting stars?
. They are vastly more numurous
thap any one has an idea
of who has not watched themn
coutinuously for many nights. As-
tronomers who bave Kept a record
for many years assgre us that the
average number seen by one observer
at one place on & clear, mooaless night
is fourteen per nhour, which is showun
by calculation 1o be equivalent to 20,
,000 daily for the wunole earth.

2. They are not terrestrial phenom-
ena, moving in the lower atmosphere,
but celestial bodies moving in orbits,
and with velscities comparable to
these of planets and comets. Their
velocities are seldom  under ten miles
a second or over fifty, and average
about thirty, tbe velocity of the earth
in ita orbit round the gun being
eighleen.

J. They are of various compositions,
comf)rlaln;( both a large msjority of
smaller particles which are set on fire
by the resistance of the earth’s atmos-
phere, and are entirely burned up and
resolved into vapor loug before they
reach its surface,and a few larger ones
known es meteors, which are only
partly fused or glazed by heat, apd
reach the earth ia tue form of stoay
masses, :

4. They are not uniformly distribuated
through space, but collected Ino
meteoric swarms or streams, two at
least of which revolveé around the sun
in closed rings, which are intersected
by the earth’s orbil, causing the mag-
pificent displays of  shooting. stars
;vet:‘lcn are seen in August and Novem-

5. They are connected with comets,
it haviog becn demonsirated by Sehila-
relll that the orbit of the comet of 1066
is identical with the Augost swarm of
‘meteors known as the Perselds, and
connection between comet and meteor
sireams bave been found in at least
three other cases. The [act isgeneral-
ly belleved that comets are nothiogbut
& condensation of meteoriles rendered
lncandescent by the heat generated by
their matnal collision when brougit
Into close proximity. .

6. Taeir compesition, as Ionferred
from the larger meteors which reach
the earth, is Identical, or nearly so,
with that of matter brought up from
great depths of volcanic erupticns. Io
each case they consigl of two classes,
one composed malnly of native iron
alloyed with rickel, the other of stony
matter, - consisting mainly of com-

ounds of silicon and magnetism.

ost metedrites consist of compounds
of two classes,in waich the stony parts
seew to have broken iuto fragments by
violent collision,and became imbedded
in iron which had been fused by heat
| into & plastic or pasty condlition.
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Two or THE CHILDREN.—A litile
girl who bhad spent the flve years of
her life in a very rétired place fn the
country had never happened to see a
colored person. She loved to be out
of doors; indeed, spent the most of
her time playing in the vyard, but she
pever would keep a bal or bonrel on
her head, and her molher often told
her she weuld grow black with sun-
burn., A cousin who visited them
about that time had some photographs
with her, anpd among them was one of
a little colored child. Gracis, looking
them over, paused at this ooe, was
silent for a little and then softly yhis-
pered to berself: *‘So that s what
comes of playing bareheaded in the
sun.”—Detroit Free Press.

-
Tux Gorp MINEs oF MANCHURIA —
The attention of the Chinese govern-
ment having been directad to the gold
flelds in the Amour region LY recent
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