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this power and authority has not

been on the earth for a long time it
toIs true that in a certain senseneilse the
church of rome the catholic church
as it Is called assumes to hold it it
claims that the pope of rome is the
successor of st peter yet strange to
saymay the pope of rome is not an
apostle and does not claim to be an
apostle he is the bishop of the
church of rome he is recognized as
the father of the church so to speak
ilehe is so sustained by the people he
does not claim to be an apostle nei-
ther does he claim this power of revela-
tion that peter had peter was able
to say thou are the christ the son
of the living god how did peter
know that he knew it because it
hadbad been revealed to him from heaven
goddad revealed that to peter he
did not obtain it merely by reflection
toyby study by searching the old scrip-
tures and learning about the messiah
that was to come he may have done
all that but he could not know that
jesus was the christ the son of the
living god except it had been revealed
to him jesus laid that down as a
principle of the faith no man

the son said he but the father
neither any man the father
save the son and he to whomsoever
the son will reveal him matthew
al 27 this principle of revelation of
communication direct from god to man
was the very life of the church that
jesus christ established when ilehe was
on earth it was by it that peter knew
that jesus was the christ it was by
that revelating spirit that the members
of the church obtained the same tes-
timony As the apostle paul wrote con-
cerning it no man can say that
josuejesus Is the lord but by the holy
ghost and the holy ghost tois a
spirit of revelation it manifests the
things of the father and of the son
it shows them unto men and women
if they are prepared to receive those
impressions this is that spirit of truth
that christ promised he would send
after he left he says if I1 not
away the comforter will not come un-
to youvou but if I1 depart I1 will send
chirp unto you he told his apostles
not to go out to preach the gospel to
every creature until they had been en-
dowed with power from on hihighehtarry ye in the city of jerusalem
said iteheIte until ye be with pow-
er

dow-
er from on high luke 49
theychev did so and they received that
glorious bleablessing and gift on the day
of pentecostpst as we read in the second
chapter of the acts of the apostles
this spirit is the spirit of revelation
it communicates the thano of god to
men and no man krio woth the things
of god but bybv tapth influence of that
spirit the light that comes down to
us oron at any vae to do so
from the sun is that which illumin-
ated our natural vision that reveals to
usno the visible objects of creation and
without which we could see nothing
glo60 matter how well our eyes might be

d or how strong our powers
ot0 vision be even so only bybv ohp
spirit of god which is the light of
god is the spirit of truth which
soIs thothe spirit of revorevelationlation can we fully
comprehend the things of god

this spirit Is the great need of all
humanitylium arity the holy ghost the spirit
that comes from the presence of god
to ephe ahten the souls of men by
thattbt spirit the things of god maymav be
pereperceivedelved as clearly as the visible
objects of abe physical creation are
perceived by the natural eye with the
aid of natural light without the
natural light we cannot see
things without divine light the spirit
of I- Af 7 we cannot and
comprehend spiritual chirpsthirpsa peter
hadbad this spirit in
a sufficient that hebe was
able to know that was the
christ godcod nadad revealedrive aled it to him

he knew it he was not in doubt it
was not a mere matter of faith with
him he did not say 1I believe I1 think
I1 hope that thou art the christ but
thou art the christ the son of the

living god blessed art thou
simon baraonaBarjona was the answer
for flesh and blood hath not revealed

it unto thee but my father which is
in heaven and jesus went on to
say thou art peter and upon this
rock I1 will build my church and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against
it

there has been a great deal of dis-
cussion in the christian world in re-
gard to th meaning of this remark
of jesus christ the roman cath-
olics believe that the rock meant
peter peter or cephas means a
stone and therefore they say that
on peter the church was to be
built now looking at that logically
reasonably rationally it seems a
very poor conclusion that jesus
would build his church on a man 941

weak fallible man who only a very
short time afterwards denied that he
knew christ and cursed and swore
that he knew not the man then
peter only lived a short time on earth
he was crucified we are told in his-
tory with his head downward ifI1

therefore the church was built on a
man when the man was gone the
foundation on which the churchchuich wwa
built would go too it would appear
but this idea is not prevalent in the
protestant part of christendom the
ideas of the ministers of the various
churches differ somewhat as to the
meaning of this scripture

now the latter day saints view it
in this light they believe that the
principle of revelation by which peter
knew that jesus was the christ
is the very foundation and
rock on which christs church is
built the revelation of Cgod0d to man
the spirit of revelation without
it there can be no real church of
christ it is the life otof it the light
of it the power of it take it away
and only the dead form will be left
this spirit of revelation by which peter
knew that jesus was the christ Is the
very foundation of the church of
christ it is truetrub that another figure
is used in the scriptures where it
says the church is built on the foun-
dation of apostles and prophets jesus
christ being the chief corner stone
but the church as I1 have said and
its ministers would be nothing without
thisahti spirit of revelation I1t he libbl that
comes from god to the soul of man
every man who stands as a minister
in the church of christ needs itevery member of the church needs it
without a person is born of that
spirit as well as of the water he can-
not

can-
nat enter the kingdom of god so jesus
taught it was by that spirit that the
church of old was baptized into one
body whether they were jew or gen-
tile bond or free they were all made
to drink into that one spirit 11 it was
the spirit of revelation it was the
same spirit by which the old prophets
were inspired by which they wrote
the books which are contained I1inn the
bible and many other books ththatt have
been lost and are not compiled in this
volume

it waswag by that spirit that the apos-
tles preached it was under the in-
fluence of that spirit that they min-
isteredered it was because they mintsminis-
tered under the inspiration and power
of the holy ghost that their ministra-
tions were effectual and were ac-
knowledged in heaven and without
that spirit and its guidance without
the ordinances were performed under
its influences none of these things
would be acknowledged on high itwas because the apostles of old were
led by that spirit and ministered by
it and attended to the ordinances ot
the gospel in that spirit that the peo

pieale were baptized into it and that their
acts performed on earth in the name
of the father and of the son and orof
the holy ghost were acknow-
ledged in the heavens when they
baptized a repentant sinner who be-
lieved in christ for the remission of
sins his sins were loosed on earth and
were loosed in heaven when they
laid hands upon the baptized believer
and said receive ye the holy ghost
and sealed that holy spirit of promis 3
upon his head the holy ghost came
into the enlightened soul that repent-ant baptized believer and sealed hima member of christs church on
earth and that was sealed and ac-
knowledged and recorded in heaven
what they did on earth by the power
of that priesthood and authority which
christ gave to them was acknowledged
above no man can confer the holyghost of himself he may lay hishands upon a person and say rec-
eive the holy ghost but that holyghost is not at the beck and call ofany one unless it be by the power ofgod conferred liponupon man and then itis just the same as though the fatherhad performed or spoken it so theauthority that christ gave to peter
and to the apostles in former times

I1 was acknowledged in heaven anaan
when they baptized people they re-
ceived the remission of their sins inbaptism through the blood of christwhich was shed for the remission ofsins and they were washed and madeclean they were regenerated theirsouls were born anew born first ofthe water and then by the laying onof the hands of the servants of godthe holy ghost came upon them andthey were renewed in their spiritsbaptized in the spirit of god the actsof the servants of god in loosing theirsins by baptismand in sealing the holyghost by the laying on of hands were
acknowledged in the eternal worldsand the power of god accompanied
their administrations

but after the time of the ancientapostles this power departed from theearth the wicked put to death thosemen upon whom christ bestowed thispower and authority and those whomthey had called to their aid under theenlightening power of the holy ghost
were put to death or banished or put
in dungeons or cast to wild beastsin this way the lights that god hadplaced in the earth to illuminate man-
kind were put out by the hand orofwickedness and darkness came upon
the earth and gross darkness upon thethe people they went into idolatry
and and into ismsiams and
notions and ideas by the vagaries ofmen by the teachings of men by the
wisdom or rather the folly of men
and for hundreds of years the people

i were groping like blind men for the
wall being taught for doctrine the
commandments of men having a form
of godliness and denying the power
thereof this power that I1 have read
to you in this chapter the apostles
of old predicted that the time wouldcome when they would have such
forms but they would deny thepower

you who are present in this cocongre-
gation

agre
this afternoon know very weir

that the established theory in all the
ranks of modern christendom Is that
the voice of revelation has ceased
that there is no power on earth now to
bind and it be bound in heaven no
power on earth now to loose and itshall be loosed in heaven but man-
kindI1 are taught by the wisdom of

I1 men and they actually think that is19
a better state of things than the con-
dition in which the christian church
was in the primitive times why
they say this is an age of gospel
blaze this is an age of learning we-
is an age of mans wisdom we have


