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This power and authority has not
been on the earth for a long ttme. It
i true that in a certain serfse the
ehurch of Rome—the Catholic church
as it Is called—assumes to hold it. It
claims that the pope of Rome ls the
succesgor of St. Peter. Yet, strange to
say, the pope of Rome s not an
Apostle, and does not elaim to be nn
Apostle, He fig the hishop of the
church of Rome. He i3 recognized as
the father of the church, 80 t0 speak.
He 18 50 sustained by the people. He
does not claim to be an Apostle. Nei-
ther does he claim this power of revela-
tion that Peter had. Peter w=as able
to Bay, "Thou are the Christ, the Son
of the living God.” How did Peter
know that? He knew it because it
had been revealed to him from heaverm.
God had revealed that to Peter. He
did nct obtain it merely by reflectlon,
by study, by searching the old Serip-
tures and learning about the Mesaiah
that was to come. He may have done
all that, but he could not know that
Jesus wasg the Christ, the Son of the
Iiving God, except it had been revealed
to him. Jesus laid that down as a
principle of the faith. “No man kpow-
eth the Son.'” sajd He, “but the Father;
neither knoweth any man the Father,
save the Son, and he to whomsoever
the 8on will reveal Him." (Matthew
xi: 27.) This principle of revelation, of
communrnication direct from God to man,
was the very Mfe of the Church that
Jeaus Chriat established when He <was
on earth. It was by it that Peter knew
that Jesus was the Christ. It was by
that revelating apirit that the members
of the Church obtained the same tes-
timony. Asthe Apnstle Paul wrote eon-
cerning It. “No man can say that
Jesus 18 the L.ord, but by the Holy
Ghost.”” And the Holy Ghost Is a
spirit of revelatlon. It manifests the
things of the Father and of the Son.
It shows them unto men and women,
jf they are prepared to recelve those
{mpressions. This 18 that apirit of truth
that Christ promised He would send
after He left. He says: “If T -~ not
away, the Comforter will not eome un-
to you; but if T depart, T will send
Him unto you.” He tnld Hiz Apestlea
not to go out to nrench the Gospel to
every creatnre untll they had heen en-
dowed with power from on high.
“Tarry ye in the eity nf Jerusalem,”
said Fe, “untll ye be endued with pow-
er from on high.” (Luke xxiv: 49,)
They did '=o, and they recelved that
glorlors hlesslng and gift on the dayv
of Pentecost, as we tead in the second
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles.
This =nirit is the apirit of vevelation.
It communicates the thine=« of God to
men: and no man knoweth the thines
of Clod, but bv the Influence of that
spirit, The light that comes down to
us, nr, at any rate appenre to dn =0,
from the sun’ 1A that which {llumin-
ates nur natural vision, that reveals to
us the virible ohjectsa nof ereation. and
withont which we could see nothine,
no motter how well our eyes might he
orgAanized or how Strone our nowers
of virlon micht be, even s0 nniy by the
Bnirit of Cod. which Is the Yght of
Gnd, which s the spirit of trith which
{s the apirit of reveintion. ¢an we fully
comnrehend the things of God.

This Spirft §8 the great need of al
humarfty—the Holy Ghost, the Bplirit
thnt ~omes from the prescnee of Gnd
to enlightan the =onls of men. By
thnt Sririt the thiregs of fnd mav he
pereeivad  as  clearly  ng the visible
gbfects of the phvsienl creation are
perecelved hy the natvral eve with the
afd, of opatural Heht, Without the
natural lleht we eannot see ratvral
things: witholit divine llght, the Spirit

of Tod, we oecannat  Merern and
comnrehend spiritua!  thinra.  Peater
had recsived this Sntrit in

a snffclent outnonring thnt he was
ahle to know that Jezur waxg the
Chrizt. Geod had revealed {t to him.

He knew it. He was not in doubt. It
wans not a Mere Matter of fajth with
him. He did not say, "I believe, I think,
1 hope, that thou art the Christ,” but
“Thou art-the Christ, the Son of the
lving God.” ‘"“Blessed art thou
Simon Rarjona,” was the answer;
“for flesh and blood hath not revealed
it unto thee, but my Father which is
in heaven.”” And Jesus went on to
gay: "Thou art Peter, and upon this
rock I will bulld my Church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevall agalnst
tt.””

There has been a great deal of dis-
cusston In the Christian world in re-
gard to tha meaning of this remark
of Jesus Chrigt. The Roman Cath-

olics believe that the 'rock” meant
Peter, Peter, or Cephas, means n
stone; and therefore, they say that
on Peter the Church was to he
built. Now, looking at that logically,
reasonably, rationally, [t eeems a
very poor conclusion, that Jesus

would build His Church on a man— a
weak, fallible man, who only a very
short time afterwards denled that he
knew Christ and cursed and swore
that he “krew not the man!" Then,
Peter only lived a short time on earth.
He was crncifled, we are told in his-
tory, with his head downweard. If,
therefore, the Church was bullt on &
man, when the man was gone, the
foundation on which the Church was
bullt would go too, it would appear.
But this idea is not prevalent In the
Protestant part of Christendom. The
ideas of the minlsters of the various
churches Adiffer somewhat as to
meaning of this scriplure.

Now, the Latter-day Saints view {t
in this light: They believe that the
prinelple of revelation by which Peter

knew that Jesus was the Christ
is the very foundation and
rock on <which Christ's Chureh is

built—the reveclation of God to man,
the splrit of revelation. ‘Without
it there can be no real Church of
Christ.

of it, the power of It. Take It away,

and only the dead form will be left.]

This spirit of revelation by which Peter
knew that Jesus was the Christ is the
very foundation of the Church of
Christ. It is true that another figure
8 uged in the scriptureas, where It
rAY8 the Church is built on the foun-
datfon of Apostles and Prophets, Jesus
Christ belng the chlef corner stone,
but the Church, as 1 have said, and
its minlisters would be nothing without
this apirit of revelation—:Ye ligh' that
comes from God to the soul of man.
Every man who stapds as & minlster
in the Church of Chrlat needs It.
Every member of the Church needs it.
Without a person I8 born* of that
Spirit, ag well as of the water, he can-
not enter the kingdom of God, so Jesus
taught. It was by that spirit that the
Church of old was “baptized into one
body, whether they were Jew or Gen-
tile, bond or free;'" they were all made
to “drink Into that one Spirit.’" It wan
the gpirit of revelation. It was the
same 8pirit by whieh the old Prophets
were inapired, by which they wrote
the bonks which are contained in the
Bible, and many other books that have
been lost and are not compiled In this
volume. X

It was by that Spirit that the Apos-
tles preached. Tt was under the in-
fluence of that Bpirit that they min-
Istered. It was because they mints-
tered under the Inspiration and power
of the Holy Ghost that thelr ministra-
tiona were effectual and were ac-
knowledged in heaven. And without
that Spirit and {ts guidance; wlthout
the nrdinancea were performed under
Its Infittences, none of these thinga
would he acknowledmed on high. Tt
wns because the Apostles of old were
led by that Bpirit, and ministered by
it, and attended te the ordinances of
the Gospel In that Spirit, that the peo-

the ,

It s the life ot it, the light,

ple were haptized into it and that thelr
acts performed on earth in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Ghost were acknow-
ijedged In the heavens. When they
baptized a repentant sinner who be-
Heved in Christ, for the remlssion of
sins, hia sins were loosed om earth and
were loosed im heaven. When they
|1aid hands upon the haptized bellever,
'and said, "Recelve ye the Holy Ghost,
'and sealed that Holy Spirit of promiss
'upon his -head, the Holy Ghost came
into the enlightened soul—that repent-
ant, baptized bellever, and sealed him
a member of

Christ’s Church on
earth, and that was sealed and ae-
knowledged and recorded In Heaven.

What they did on earth by the power
of that Priesthood and authority which,
Christ gave to them was acknowledzed
above. No man ean confer the Holy
Ghost of himself. He may lay his
hands upon a person and say, "Re-
ceive the Holy Ghost;"” but that Holy
Ghost {8 not at the beck and call of
any one, unless it be by the power of
God conferred upon man, and then |t
Je just the same as though the Father
had performed or spoken it. So the
authority that Christ gave to Peter
and to the Aposties In former times
{was acknowledged In heaven; and
when they baptized people they re-
celved the remisslon of their sins in
baptism, through the blood of Christ
which wag shed for the remilssion of
gins, and they were washed and made
cleant; they were regenerated: their
souls were born anew-born first of
the water, and then, by the laying on
of the hands of the servants of God,
the Holy Ghost came upon them and
they were renewed in their spirits,
baptized in the Spirit of God. The acta
of the servants of God in loosing their
sins by baptism,and (n sealing the Holy
Ghost by the laying on of hands, were
acknowledged in the eternal worlds
and the power of @God accompanied
their administrations.

But after the time of the anclent
Apostles this power departed from the
earth. The wicked put to death those
men upon whom Christ bestowed this
power and authority; and those whom
they had called to their aid under the
enlightening power of the Holy Ghost,
were put to death, or banished, or put
in dungeons, or cast to wild beasts,
In this way the lights that God had
placed in the earth to illuminate man-
kind were put out by the hand of
wickedness; and darkness came upon
the earth, and gross darkness upon the
'the people. They went into idolatry
'and marlolatry, and into i{ams, and
notions and !deas, by the vagaries of
men, by the teachings of men, by the
| wisdom—or, rather, the folly of men:
and for hundreds of years the people
were groping like bllnd@ men for the
wall, being taught for doctrine the
commandments of men, having a form
of godliness and denying the power
thereof—thls power that I have read
to you in this chapter. The Apostles
of old predicted that the time would

come when they would have such
forms, but they would deny the
power.

You who are present in this congre-
gation this afternoon know very well
that the established theory in all the
ranks of modern Christendom Is that
the voice of revelatlon has ceased;
that there is no power on earth now to
bind and it £éha2ll he hound Iin heaven; no
,power on earth now to logse and It
shall be loosed in heaven: but man-
I kind are taught by the wisdom of
meén, and they actually think that i3
a better state of things than the con-
dition in which the Christian Churchs
was, in the primitive times, *“Why,"
they say, "thig Is an age .of Gospel
blaze; thlz i an age of learning; this
is an age of man's wisdom. We have




