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thithis when I1 reflect uponlipon the aadvancementadv
whichvachwewe havehavi made compacomparedred with our for-
mermier ignorance I1 can trulytruty saybaksaysax that the con-
trast is very great we have learned many
things pertaining to the first principle39 of our
religion and pertaining to the first principles
0 our conduct as saints of the most high
and we have learned this lesson very thor-
oughly0ughilyfily too it is not merely a theoretical les-
son but we have learned it practically

many of us have learned to be subject to
every word that proceeds from the mouth of
godgodbewe have is not only neces-
sary for us to cease from taking the name of
the lord our god in vain but to never men-
tion his name only byconstraint of hisills spirit
we have learned to impose a guard upon our
tongues to speak no evil concerning the chil-
dren of god we have learned not to back-
bite our neighbors and friends many of us
have learned this lesson but not allaliallotof us

we have learned also practically the neces-
sity bf ceasing from all lightight mindedness and
levity and excessive laughter but there are
manymantj I1 am sorry to say who have not learn-
ed thee first principle of this lesson we have
learned that we can be cheerful without yield-
ing to much laughter for this is accounted in
the revelations of god as sin in the sight of
heaven

we have learned a great many important
principlesrisciples pertaining to family government
weVe have learned many important principles
pertaining to giving heed to all the counsels
of the priesthood that may be imparted unto
us from time to timely the voice of the spir
it of god we have lear a great meas-
ure to discern those who have the spirit and
those who have it not when they speak tota usjnin church or in ward meetings we have
learned that our religion consists in doing the
things required at our hands instead of hear-
ingin fromf om sabbath to sabbath and not doingwe havebave learned the necessity of giving the
most earnest heed to eyerevereveryy counsel and word

chicwhichh the lord our god has given to regulateregulat
our conduct and many of us have learnlearnededy
also that when the lord slysli not by com-
mand but by thefordthe word of0 wisdom and advice
that we should give heed to the same in order
to enjoy that flow of the spirit of the living
god in our hearts which is necessary to pre
parepire us for further blessings but after all

learned during the last quarter of a
century in this church we have not yet pre
pared ourselves sufficiently to receive the great
and important blessings I1 have named per

to the twot Priesthoods of the living
god

when shall we learn this lesson when we
have learned to govern ourselves more per-
fectly than we have hitherto done to guard

foursourourselvesselves on the right hand and on the left
from the encroachmentsencroachments of evil to set a seal
upon our mouths and tongues and only to
use them according to the principles of eter
nal truth according to the mind and will of
god when we have learned to do unto others
arweas we would havehaxe them do unto us in allaliallchinthings
and to regulate ourselves not only by ttthe
written commandments of the most highailigh god
but by the words of wisdom and counsel imim
parted to us day by day through his servants
when we have learned thesethere important lessons
more perfectly then we may expect the
aromisepromise of the lord to be more perfectly ful-
filled to us and not before

I1 can recollect twenty nine years ago this
present autumn that I1 went into the chamber
dtof father whitmore in whose housebouse the lord

1 manifested himself in the organization of this
achurchchurch consisting of six members I1 went
I1 into that chamber with the prophet joseph
smith to inquire of the lord and he received
a revelation for my benefit which was writoenjenten from the mouth of the prophet by john
whitmore one of the witnesses of the book
of mormon I1 was then only about nineteen
years of age and was desirous to know what
my duty was the lord commanded in this
revelation that I1 should preach his gospel I1
thought that was a very great and important
calling and I1 felt altogether incompetent un-
less the lord qualified me byly his spiritamong other things contained in this reve-
lationlation the lord gave me a command in these
words therefore lift up thy voice and pro-
phecy and it shall be given by tha power of
the holy ghost 22 I1 thought0 to myself that
unless the lord shall pour out his spirit upon
me more fully than anything I1 ever yet have
experienced I1 never can perform these duties
acceptably in his sight

to prophecy without the holy ghost tp
reveal was something I1 dare not doidodor I1 would
rather have had myn head severed from my
body than to have been guilty of so great a
crime indeed there is one of the most awful
denunciations pronounced upon that man who
undertakes to prophecy in the name of thelord without ththee holy ghost to inspire him
such a man in ancient days was tatobebe cut off
from the midst of israel

I1 felt therefore fhethehe importance of those
sayings and truly when I1 looked at the marmalmag-
nitude and importance of the command given
totomeme to prophecy by the power of the holyghost I1 felt oftentimes to tremble and shrink
for fear I1 never should be able to fulfillfulfil and ac-
complishcom so great a work

and I1 recollect another revelation that re-
quires all the servants of god who are sent
forth to lift up their voices and preach and
prophecy as it shall be given by the spirit ofgod have we attained to this gift of prophe-
cy91 as we ought as the rservanter of the livinglivin
god10 how few of us have obtained a mes

t
sage beforehand by the spirit of the living

s god to deliver to the peoplepeo le as jacob one of
the ancient servants of bodgod did on the ameriamerl
can continent jacob the brother of nephi
came into the temple to preach to the people

a nd declared tot ththimem that tiletiieth eLordlord hadbad preyprevi-
ously revealed to him what he should say to
them ilehe went and inquired of the lord and
he refefeferevealedaled his mind and will and thus jacob
found out what was wanted for the people he
understood their condition and what sins abeythey
had committed before the most high and he
knew how to reprove them because god had
visited him by the spirit of revelation

how many of us have gone forth and received
our errand from the lord by the voice of the
spirit of revelation before we have ventured
before the people to teach the ahnthingss of the
kingdom of god although I1 hahavee often
prayed and sought earnestly and humbly that
I1 might be assisted to preach to the people
and to say something to benefit them yet I1
have not by my earnestness and diligence
and faith been able to obtain those revelations
and visions that belong to the high priest-
hood and to the apostleship that I1 might
know what to preach to the peoplepepie to the ex-
tent of our privileges for their edification
yet I1 do know the ardlord has blessed me and mmy
brethren and given us a portion of hihiss Sspiritpiri ry
and our hearts have been dictated as I1 believe
by the spirit of wisdom and counsel and the
things of the kingdom of god have been made
known to us in the very moment and we have
been able to speak to them but not in that
power and demonstration thatthatthai belongs to the
priesthood of the living god

I1 recollect reading in the prophecyI1 of enoch
that he after having batteredgatheredgatT ered together his
eoplepeople from the different parts of the earth
the same as we are doing commenced preach-
ing righteousness to them ilehe built up the
city called zion and the lord revealed him-
self to enoch and behe saw him face to face
god walked and talked with him and he dwelt
in the midst of the city of zion for the space
of three hundred and sixty fivefire years and then
god took enoch city people and all to
heaven

I1 recollect reading of enochs having gath-
ered his people andan that their enemies came
up against them to battle what kind of
weapons did enoch use to destroy hish is enemies
it says and hohe enoch the word of
the lord and the earth trembled and the
mountains fled according to his command and
the rivers of watewater r were turned out of their
course and the roar of the lions was heardbeard
out of the wilderness and all nations feared
greatly so powerful was the word of enoch
and so geat was the power of language which
god had given him 2

that was the power given to that priesthood
and authority which were conferred upon
enoch in the early ages of the world it is
also your privilege ye servants of the illivingiving

i

god to obtain by faith the same blessinblessings anda
the same power that when you shallshaiI1 asanbee ap-
pointed upon foreign missions you can open
your mouths by the power of the same spirit
that rested upon enoch that you can
teach them what they shall do but prophecy
to the peopleeople and tell them what shall be in
the fulpfuturere tell them of the judgments and
calamities that shall overtake the wicked it
isis your privilegee to prophecy to the great and
to the low to thehe kingklag on his throne to great
men in high places to the inhabitantsinhabitant of the
earth and to foretell that which shall befall
their cities villages nations countries and
kingdoms0 to foretell all these things not by
your wisdom nor by the spirit of false prophe-
cy but by the power of that spirit wwhichaich
rested on enoch in ancient days with such
a qualification you could go forth and perform
the mission appointed to you acceptably in
the sight of god

what is the privilegee of the servants of god
that are remaining hereere in the midst of the
settlementssettebettements of zion it is our privilege to
sanctify ourselves and have even greater power
than those who go to the nations why be-
cause here is the great central place of gath-
eringerinerid and here should centre all of the powers
0of tthee Everleverieverlastingastinastir priesthood here inin our
midst should be poured out the blessings of
that priesthood to their fullest extent here
the servants of god should be clothed upon
fromfron on high with the glory of god and be
able to foretell all things which would be for
the welfare and benefit of the children of zion
all these blessiblessingsliprip belong to the priesthood
here

you have the keys of the priesthood you
have the key words of the priesthood here
you have the signs of the priesthood here
youvou have all the ordinances of the priesthoodpriesthoodPries
hereacre which have benbren revealed youoa have
learned the rules and laws of the priesthood
andanti why not ye elders 0of israel ye servants
of the mostalost highnighailigh god rise up inin the power
of the Priespriesthoodtho 0d and magnify your callings
throughout0 the sesettlementstieclementstle ments in this territory
whywily give way to to debaucherdebauchery tto0
low and degraded things and mix with tlthose0 se
who are calculated to fill you with the spirit
of evil continually

why suffer a cloud of darkness to hover over
your minds even a cloud of thick darkness
that is almost impenetrable
faith to aledie away that you cannot prevail with
the heavens and obtain the blessings of the
priesthood revealed in the last days

awake awake 0 ye elders of israel and
be clothed with the spirit and power of yourcallingcallingsts and do the work asassignedsigned you and
prepare for the great day of the lord which
is at hand

I1 feel in some measure the importance of
these things it rests on my mind it weighs
me down by day and oftentimes I1 lay awake
at nights contemplating the greatness of our
privilegeses and the backwardnessbackwardsess of the saintsgottoof god to claim them

but I1 do not wish to occupy too much of the
time may glod bless you amen

the cabinmin boy AA shipmastersShipmasters story
on my raywayvay across the I1 fell in with

two od sea captains john streeter andidd asa
morton with whom I1 had some slight ac-
quaintance capt streeter was about three
score and had followed the sea during most
of his lifelire morton was considerably younyoung-
er but still a seaman of much experience
the subject of the abolition of flogging inin our
navy came up in course of conversation and
capt morton expressed himself very decided-
lyI1 in favor of that time honored institution
tikeliethe cat olo nineline tails

1I am not prepared to sasaybay 1 remarked capt
streeter in reply that tethe condition of our
man olo war men will be in every case bene-
fited by the abolition of flogging though I1 am
sure that it might be so I1 mean that the of-
ficers have it within their power to do away
with all kinds of punishment I1 mean of
coursefor such offences as are usually punish-
ed on shipboard y

for my part returned morton 1I should
notnot care to take command of a ship itif the
power of punishing refractory seamen as I1
tholetthought proper were taken from me 12

tilwellweilelleil said capt streeter 1I used to think
just so in fact there were but few masters
more passionate or severe than I1 was menbien
used to run awayavay from me and on more than
one occasion my life has been in danger from
the violence of men whom I1 had abused I1
used the cat and the ropes end almost as free-
lyI1 as I1 used my tongue and I1 used to wonderhyhowow it hahappenedened that iI1 always had the luck
to getpet sucKsuchbuch bad men

when I1 was about forty years of age I1 took
command of the ship Peterspetershamhambam she was an
old craft and had seen ffullulluli as much service as
she was capable of seeseeingirig with safety but
her owners were will ngil to trust a valuable
cargo in her goso I1 woulant refuse to trust mmy-
self we were bound to liverpool and noth-
ing unusual happened until about the eighth
day out when we ran foul of a small iceberg
it was early in the morning before sunrise
and not above six or eight feet of ice was
above water it having nearly all beenleen melted
in thetho warm waters of the gulf stream I1 did
not think we had sustained much injury for
the shock was slight but I1 was very angryad- ry0and gave the lookoutlook out a severe punishment
without stopping to inquire whether he could
have seen the berg in time to escape it

my cabin boy was named jack withers
liehe was fourteen years of age and this was
his first voyage I1 had taken him from a
widowed mother and had promised her that I1
would see him well treated that was if he
behaved himself ilehe was a bright quick in-
telligenttell igent lad I1 soon made myself believe that
he hadbad an awful disposition I1 fancied that
he was the most stubborn piece of humanity I1
had ever comegome across I1 made up my mind he
hanneverhad never been properly governedoverned and resolv-
ed to break him in I1 toadtold him idlyd curb his
temper before I1 had done with himbiro inrein replyply
he told me that I1 might kill him if I1 liked and
I1 flogged him with the end of the mizzen top
gallant ballardshallards till he could hardly stand I1
asked him if he had got enough and he told
me I1 might flog him more if I1 wished it I1
felt a strong inclination to throw the boy over-
board but at that moment he staggered back
against the mizzenmastmizzen mast from absolute weak-
ness and I1 left him to himself when I1 rea-
soned calmly about the boys disposition I1
was forced to acknowledgee that he was one of
the smartest and most faithfulfaithful lads I1 had ever
seen when I1 asked him ttedodo anything he
would be orfoff likeilke a rocket but when I1 rough-
ly

h
ordered him to do it then came the disdisposi-

tion with which I1 found fault
one day when it was very near dooninoon spoke

to him and told him to go below and bring up
my quadrant he was looking over the quarter
rail and I1 knew he did not hear me and the
next time I1 spoke I1 ripped out an oath and
intimated if he move id help him

1I hear ye ay he said with an inde-
pendent tone

no words 12 said LI1
1I spose I1 can speak he retorted moving

slowly towards the companion way
illshis looks words and the slow careless

manner in which he moved fired me in a
ment and I1 grasped him by the collar

speak to me again like that and illpil flog0you within an inch of your life said I1
you can flog away he replied firm and

undaunted as a rock
and I1 did flog him I1 caueaucaught up the end of

a ropropeegandLand beat him until my arm fairly
ached but he never even winced

hows that said 1I
theres a little more life in me youa bet-

ter dlofloflog out was the replyantlantiand I1 bebeatat him again I1 beat him till he I1

sank from my hand against the rail and then
I1 sent one of the men for my quadrant when
it came and I1 had adjusted it for myray observa-
tion I1 found that the sun was already past
the meridian and that I1 was too late this
added fuel to the fire of my madness and
quickly seizing the lad by the collar I1 led him
to the main hatchwaylatchhatchwayway and had the hatchbatch
taken off I1 then thrust him down and swore
I1 would keep him there till his stubbornness
was broken the hatch was ththenen pputut onlandon and
I1 went into the cabin I1 sufferedd a goodg deal
that afternoon not with any compunctions for
what I1r had done but with my own temper
and bitterness it made me mad to think that
I1 could not conquer that boy that I1 could not
break down his cool stern opposition but
I1 will do it I1 said to myself by the heavens
above me illpil starve him into it or he shall
die under the operation 21

after supper I1 went to the hatchway and
ccalledailed 0outut to him but he returned me no
answer so I1 closed the hatch and went

1 t 1aawayway at tenn 411I called aagainainaln and
aagainalainga I1 I1 got no answer I1 might
tthathat the flogging had taken away hlahis senses
hadhaa not some of the menedeh assured me lihtthat they
had heard him not an hour before talking to
himself I1 diddid not trouble him again till
morning after breakfast I1 went to the
hatchway and called out to him once more
I1 heard nothing from him nor could I1 see him
I1 had not beenseen mm since I1 put him down there
I1 called out several times but he would make
no reply and yet the same men told me theythe
iadhad heard him talking that very morning lielle
seemed to be calling on them for help but he
would not ask for me I1 meant to break him
into it helihellchell beg before hell starve 21 1I
thought and BOso determined to let him stay
there I1 supposed that he had crawled for-
ward to the forecastle bulkhead in order to
make the sailors hear him some of the men
asked leave to go downd1 0wn and look for him butI1 refused I1 afrethreatenedabened to punish the first
man that dared to go down

at noon I1 went again and as he did not
answer me this time I1 resolved that liehe should
come to the hatchway and ask for me ere I1
went any morenore the day passed away and
when eveningevening came again I1 began to be start-
led I1 thought of the many good qualities the
boy had and of his widowed mother he
had been in the hold thirty six hours and all
of forty without food or drink liehe must bobe
too weak to cry out now it was hard for me
to give up but if he died theretherb from absolute
starvation it might go harder with me still
so at length I1 made up my mind to go and seeseo
him it was not quite sundown when I1 had
the hatch taken off and I1 jumped down upon
the boxes alone

A little way forward I1 saw a apacespace wherejack might easily have gone down and to
that point I1 crawled on my hands and knees
I1 called out there but could retno answer A
short distance farther was a wide space which
I1 had entirely forgotten but wwhichaich I1 now re-
membered hadbad been left open on accountI1 of a
break in the flooring of the holdbold which would
have let everythingg that might have been
stowed there rest directly upon the thin plank-
ingin of01 theie hipships

to0 ththis placeJae I1 made my way and looked
down I1 heardea rd the spsplashingMK id of water and
thought I1 could detect a soungsoundbound like the incom-
ing of a tiny jet or stream at first I1 could
see lothing but as soon as I1 became used totol
the dim light I1 could distinpismis the faint outjlines of the boy at some distance below me
ilehe seemed to be sitting on thethem broken floor
with his feet stretched out against the caskI1 called out to him and thought he looked upjack are you there I1

and he answered me in a faint weary toneyes help melme for heavens sake help
me bring men and bring a lantern the ship
hashag sprung a leak

I1 hesitated and he added in ai more eagereager
tone

i

make haste I1 willwiil try and hold it till you
come back 21

I1 waited to hear no more but hurried on
deck as soon as possible and returned with a
lantern and three men I1 leaped down beside j

the boy and could scarcely believe the evi-
dence of my own senses three of0 the tim-
bers were completely worm eaten to the very
heart and one of the outer planks had been
broken and would burst in any moment the
boknightboy mightnight leave it whose feet were braced
against the cask before him half ata dozen
little jets of water were streaming in about
him and behe was wet to the skin 1 saw that
the plank must burst the moment the strain
was remremovedoved from it iasp I1 made my inenmen brace
themselves against it before I1 lifted him up

other men were called down with planpian s
i

and spikes and adzesaddes and with much care
and trouble we finally succeeded in stoppingstop i

the leak and averting danger the plank
which had been stove in was six feet ionlonlongiong by
eight inches wide and would have let in

9 a
stream of water of that capacity it wouldrouldI1
have been beyond our reach longlone ere we could
have discovered it and would havehave in
a very short time I1 knewknow it must becherebe where
the iceberg struck us 4

jack withers wawas takenstaken to the calincabin and
there he managed to tell his storystort Shortly0rtl
after I1 put him in the holdhoid he arz
and when he became used to the durf glimmerlimmer
that came through the dead ligh 0ang looked
about for a snugsnuga place in which tobietov e for his
limbs were sore ht attlhe went to sleep and when hi eard a fa
sound like water astreastreamingming tthroughagh a smalsmall
hole he went to the open plapia the cargo
and looked down and he wvayway sure that he
saw a small jet of water springingginging up fromI1

sprythe ships bottom ilehe aeleaped ownaown and in a
few minutes found that thetthemthe timbersvilliersVialiers had given
wholly away and that the stream was increase i

ing in size he placed hb hand upon the
jplanklank and found it broken and discovereddiscovereitedi

that iathehe pressure of the rateriratercater without waswaa
pressing it inward halad sense enough to
see that if it gainedgamed an inch more it must
all go and the ship be lost and perhaps
all hands perish and behe saw too that if hee
could keep the broken plank in its place he
might stop the income flood so he sat i

himself upon it and braced his feet against
the cask and then callad for help but he
was so far away so lowloir down with such a
dense mass of the cargo aboutlabout him that hisbis
voice scarcely reached other ears than his own
some of the men heard him butbit thought hthe
was talking to himself A

and there he sat with his feet braced fotfor
four and twenty dreary houahoudhourwichhour with the watergatei
spurting in tiny streams airalfover him drench-
ing himhin to the skin ilehe hadiad thought severdseveral
times of goinggoin

I1 g to chehhatchway andnd callingcallali
for help but he knewkneve that thearthe broken plapiapianplanul


