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CLOSE OF THE SQUABBLE
OVER THE edminds BILL

ONozz thothe morning of marchmuch the
house of representatives resumed
consideration of the edmunds bill
and a great deal of time waswag con-
sumedfumed in determined efforts to shshutut
offonn all debate and prevent the pre-
sentationsen tation of anyfany amendments to
the bill much disorder occurred
and thothe speaker was under thethenellelie
cassity of requesting members to
take their seats BOso that busbusillbusinessilllia
might proceed some of the
strongest supporters of therillthe bill con-
tended for the right of their oppon-
ents to discuss the measure and
showed the injustice of demanding
thetho previous question in thus putting
a gag upon the house after a pro-
longed squabble a compromise was
reached to this effect that one
hour should be allowed for amend

f ments and debate under the
fivelive minute rule that the
previous question be then ordered
and one hour for further debate
be then allowed to be equally divid-
ed between thetho friends and oppo-
nents of the bill this was adopted
by unanimouss consent

mrair reagan then offered amend-
ments to the eighth section to the
effect that no person shall be dis-
qualified from voting or holding of-
ficejuai ce12unlessiss duly convicted of the of-
fenses named therein he made a
five minutes speech showing that
in its present shape the bill was one
of painsas and penalties and was in
vioviolationrvlonvion of the constitutional provi-
sion that anornono bill of attainder or
ex post facto law shall bobe passed
he quoted from the case of cum-
mings vs state of missouri in 4
wallace p proving that thetho
state cannot inflict punishment
without a judicial trial nor for a
past act not punishable at the time
it was committed and from the
same work p that exclusion
from any of the ordinary vocations
of life for past conduct is punish-
ment for such conduct also that
bills of pains and penalties are in-
cluded in the constitutional term
bills of attainder

A colloquy ensuedensurd between mr
tucker and mr haskell on the
manner in which a person can bobe
shown to be disqualified on account
of polygamy mr tuckertacken pressing
the question as to whether judicial
conviction must determine thothe dis-
qualification mr haskell hold that
the disqualification must be proven
by competent authority but would
not baysay what that authority was but
he vehemently opposed the amend-
ments

mr mills of texas 1 addressed
the houimhouse against the bill his re-
marks wilvil be published in full

mr cassidy obtained thethel loorfloor and
made a vehement attackattach on the

6 mormon11ormon church inm which he re-
peated many of the stale falsehoods
about the origin of the clmormon
religion which have appeared iuin
sensational works on the subject andaud
a further squabble over
ensuing thetho amendment were put
and losloblostt yeas 88 naysnaya not vot-
ing 61

mr hammond of georgia tried to
offer another amendment but the
speaker ruled that it wagwas too late thothe
time having expired mr ham-
mond appealed from thothe decision
and the appeal wag laid on the table
by a vote of ayosayes against 38 noes
mrair singleton tried to introduce
some amendments and failed the
houihova for debate on the bill then open-
ed and mr Conconverseverae opposed allow-
ing a number of gentlemen part of
his time mr bucknerbucknor said

I1 shallshail oppose this bill because
bp wrong of polypolygamyamelsis
I1 believe that this bill taking in
view its objects and thothe means by
which it attempts to extirpate poly-
gamy Is a still greater wronwrong upon
the constitution of this country and
the rights of the peopeoplele I1 wanted
to offer a propositionroposition hereto declaring
that this rmbill lais not intended to in-
terfere with the rightslights aheadyalready aoac

crded of any person or penperpersonssolus I1
I1 meant by that proposition to have
the houserouse declare that this bill was
not gotten up aaas a trick for thothe pur-
pose of operating asvs a bar to thothe
claim of mr cannon in the pend-
ing election case of cannon against
campbellcampbe1 1I believe and I1 am
sorry to say I1 believe that one of
thothe main purposes for which this
bill is being pushed through thibthia
househousce with such unseemly habtehaste is
that it may bs brought up as it can
be if the other sidoaide is willing to fore-
go all right and justice to foreclose
the case of cannon vs campbell
and to cgiverivoive countenance to that
9greatat wrong committed against the

I1 rignightrightt of suusaufragerage by a weakling exe
autive at the command of somebody
I1 know not whom

that amendment would have
been a very reasonable one if thia
bill had no such purpose it pro-
posed to declare that nothing in
this act shall bobe EOno construed as to be
be retroactive in its operation or
affect the rights of any person or
personsesons which havohave accrued prior to
itsts passage wownow willwiil my friend
from kansas airnirmr haskellshell or my
friend from indindianaa mr calkins
sayeay that when tthisIs bill has become
a lawstaw and when the question comes
up on the election case of cannon vs
campbellCampbeII they will not offeofferer this
act as a bar against the rights of mr
cannon

mr calkins I1 will answer the
gentleman for myself very prompt-
ly my report which the agngentle-
man

fie
will find upon the flies of this

house gives the views of myself
and a majority of the committee on
elections and those views are based
upon a very different ground from
that which the gentleman from mis-
sourisourbour now assumes I1 am entirely
satisfied with the ground taken in
my report and shall stand upon it
in that case not upon thiathis bill

mr Bucknerbuchner iflf the gentleman
can vote to keepheep out mr cannon
then I1 can see very well how he can
vote for the enormity in this bill
which gives to aboard of canvassers
to be appointed by the president the
very same infamous power exercised
by the executive of the territory
to determine who are to vote and
who are to be voted for in our great
aversion for the crimebrime of bigamy or
polygamy we are by this bill put-
ting in the hands of five men the
power not only to saypay whowhID 1is14i4 a
bigamist or polygamist lain that terr-
itory but who is entitled to vote
and be voted for to declare after a
man hashaa been votedvo for whether he
is a fit man to receive the suffragesrages
of the cocommunityunity that is the
power conferred by this bill

I1 hope that my friends on the
other side will not bring this bill uup
to influence that election caseme but I1
say the bill is broad enough to be
used in that way and I1 have a fear
that the object lain pushing it with
such hot haste is that it may be
used for that very purpose of decid-
ing finally the question involved in
tiiathatt election case by the amend-
ment which I1 wished to offer my
object was to preclude any such pos-
sibilitylity

mrmo calkins so60 far asac I1 am con
ceded I1 beg the gentleman not to
cast that imputation upon me be-
cause I1 am entirely satisfied with
the report made long before this
bill came to this houserouseHourouseandand before
I1 knew what its provisions were

mr rennakenn expressephis to
put down polygamy but added

gil1I do not desire in suppressing
I1pvnpolygamyya ty to suppress the constitu-
tion 0offmymy country the fifth eighth
and ninth sections of this bill in-
volve constitutional difficulties
which combine khethe unani-
mous indorsementendorsementindor which this house
would but for them have been
giadglad to give to this bill as it a short
time ago gave to another bill in the
same direction those secsectionstlonationa dis-
qualify men for opinionopinions sake al-
though they may never have violat-
ed any law of the country or of god
or man those sections destroy the
territorial government and because
of the transgressions of 25002600 or
polypolygamistsamists throw people
into anarchy for two years without
government without the enforce-
ment of law and order and with no
hopahope of rereliefliefilef or remedy until at the
end of that timothe territorial Lleg-
islaturegislature shall meet those sections
organize a returning1 boardboand of five
menthomen who without let or hindrance
aretoare to be practically the custodians
of all the power in the territory
they confer on these five men the
arbitrary authority which from the
experience of the past I1 shall never
vote to confer on any man or slatset of
men on oarthearth and thoythey go fur-
ther the eiaelaeighthath and ninth sections
by their otof the biljobill I1 express ttermselM a
present laws and bbulaima

of attainder they are
tionalso believed by me so behed1 d
by tbthee united states supreme court
in thetho casescazes of cummings vs wall-
ace garland vl NYwallacewailaceallaceailace
and a number of other cases decided
and reported which are all acces-
sible to this house and to the coun-
try

mr herbert vehemently assailed

altraththe gagg ruleruie adopted in connection
with the bill and asked

shall we becamebecause the public mind
is excited over the question of poly-
gamy violate sound principles of
legislation

thia kind of legislationlegi is mostmoat
eloquently denounced by chancellor
kent in the case of dash va van
kleeck 7 johnson d reports 1I
will read from it

there Is13 no distinction in principle nor any
recognized in practice between a law punish-
ing a person crimicriminallynaDy for a past innocent
acaci or punishing him civilly by divestdivestinginglag him
otofa lawfully acquired right the distinctiondistIncton
consists only inla thathe degneo of oppression and
history teaches uaus that theme government which
can deliberately violate tho ono rirightht boonsoon
ceaceasesos tota regard the other

in this same case that eloquent
lawyer shows that this odious retro-
active legislation is condemned by
the romankoman law condemned by the
french law condemned by the
common law and that in every
civilized system of jurisprudence it
Is looked upon with dledibdisgustdiegust and
indignation

then mr speaker thisbill pro-
vides that there shall ba ippoIntedappointed
by thothe president a board of nivefive who
shallshail have power to appoint all the
officers of elections and these of-
ficers shall have full power to decide
who shall vote and who shall be en-
titled to seats in the territorial legi-
slature and that without any right
of appeal except to the very legis-
lature which is the creature of these
officers sir this is the louisianaLoul slanasjana
returning board over again it is
worse still eathatthatthao infamous return-
ing board in louisiana had only the
power 1to100 throw out votes this
board has thothe power not only to
throw outvotes but to throw over-
board the candidates who are voted
for it iaIs true sir that not more
than three of thejiho five shall belong
to one party that will be three to
two Is this any better than eightC

to seven
mr townshend of nilUllillinoisnois said

the constitutionality of the bill had
been fully discusseded in the senate
and from reading the debate hebe was
satisfied that congress had the
right tto pass the bill he would de-
fy any gentlemen to put his finger
on a single provision that was in
conflict with the constitution mr
singleton of illinois offered to do
so but mr townshend would not
yield hehd went on to make a vio-
lent antlanti mormon speech using
similar language to the platform de-
nunciations which have been de-
livered at autianti mormon meetingsmeetinga
mr mccoidmccold followed in a similar
strain and had the clerk read some
resolutions passed at an anti poly
gamy meeting in keokuk

mcbaynemr bayne of pennsylvania and
mr hill of new jersey supported
the bill the latter reading a lot of
resolutions passed by several
churches and preachers against
leMormonism among them a series
signed by D 8S kirby
L scanlan D J McMmemluaniUan G do
B miller K1 aG meriece lewis A
RudlBudirudisillsillaill D L Ecleonardonard T B hilt-
on and co M armstrong allaliallotof
utah

mr singleton of illinois spoke
against the bill mr singleton of
mississippi showed its injustice and
the wrongs that might be done un-
der it yet considering the senti-
ments of his constituents would
vote for its passpassageoge mr tucker
opposed it inain a speech that will bobe
published mr converse opposed
the measure and a dispute arose as
to the power of the governor of
utah to nilnii the vacancies likely to be
made by thetho bill as viewed by some
of the members mr haskell
claimed that the governor could nillfill
them under the organic act but
his argument was demolished byarbymr
carlcaricarlisleugeuse who showed that the leglegis-
lature

8
hadbad provided for the means to

fill vacancies and that in doing so
they had not as alleged by mahas
kellhell tried to repeal the organic act
but had only exercised their rightful
powers of legislation conferred by
that act but he claimed that this
bill would throw out cf office the
appointing powers in thathe counties
and create anarchy conconfusionfuson and
distress

mr robesonKobeson however drew at-
tention to thothe exact language of
section eight and said

the words shallieshailbealLbe entitled to
hold are thetha words which aroarc to be

construed doesdoea the gentleman
say as a lawyer that that clause
legislates anybody out of office who
Is now in does he say that it is
not prospective and not a retroac-
tive provision and if there iaIs
doubt about its effect I1 abbasb him is it
not a principal of legal construction
that where it is a question which of
two penalties are imposed the mild-
er one is taken and where it iaIs
doubtful which of two legal resultresults3
follow the least harsh is chosen
and are not all laws not epespeciallycally
made construed to bobe
prospective in their operation

mr Bhellashellabergerbergen attackedattached what
he called a church hierarchy
which he claimed had usurped the
powers and absorbed the functions
of civil government and talked
about pretended revelations

Brig cormonsmormonsMormons etc an-
nouncingnouncing his support of the bill air
williams of wisconsin talked in
the same vein

mr calkins tooktools thetho samegama ground
as mr robeson and argued that
tilethe provisionsionslons of section eight can-
not under any construction be made
to apply to the paspastt

mraft bobesrobes announced himself
hiin favor ofot christian anarchy in
preference to barbaric order and
said it was not a question of nalralgionglon
mr burrows of michigan would
vote for the bill but it would prove
wholly inefficient to eradicate poly
pamy mr prescott spoke on the

crime of polygamy
mr haskell wound up the debate

by a virulent attack on the mor-
mon hierarchy which he accused
of various infamiesamies and saideald you
can go from thetho northern line of
utah to the southern line of utah
and every foot of the way be within
the corporate limits of a mormon
municipal organizationorganizations with other
untruthsuntruths of a similar character
when a vote was taken on strikingg
outolit ejection eight which was de-
feated by 44 yeas against nays
55 not voting the bill then passed
yeas nays 42 not voting 51

thus ended proceedingsedingsedingb which
were characterized by tumult un-
fairness and trickery altogether un
worthy of an assembly of men
chosen to enact laws for a great
nation thothe majority of whom mani-
fested clearly their dadeterminationtermination to
yield to the clamor of bigots and tilethe
dictum of priests even though they
trampled upon the established rulesruleeI1
recognized precprecedentedento and even the
constitution which they had sworn
to uphold and sustain

NONNOK RESIDENTS eorTORlornoe
commissioners

NEWS comes from washington to
thetho effect that president arthur
will not appoint utah men on the
commission of five we hopa that
the information is correct the
senseless agitation which has dis-
turbed the country has been chiefly
stirred up in the interest of utterly
unprincipled men herehero who expect
ed to make a good thing out of it
their aim was to obtain the over-
throw of all local government in
utah and the establishment of an
oligarchy composed of fifteen per-
sons principally of their own num-
ber with the governor at the head
this they have not accomplished
butut the commission of fiveeivee is a step
in the same direction a very small
onoone it is true but big enough to
raisemiso bomekome hopes that it will be to a
little extent hiin the direction of
their echemea

wowe do nonot i want to sea utah men
appointed on that commissioncommissions lest
any of the plottersplotterserd might obtain the
rewardtoward they have boughtsought there
are men here who would be accept-
able to the large majority of the
citizens mormon and gengentileUentiletiie
because they would act fairly and in
accordance with law but the chietchief
prompromotersotenaotera of the disturbance which
has resulted in the establishment
of the commission are not of thattampstamp and the ampolappointment of any
of them would be a calamity

it would be a new departure in
the treatment of the territories to
appodappointn t residents for any important
office in the gift of the government
utah has been a damping ground
for the loads carried by papubliopublicalic men
in the shape of pollpolipolitical hangers on
who have had claims upon them
for services at election times
or in other ways and it
is unlikely that any newnow policy will
be adopted in this instance khowhow-
ever if president arthur will send
five decent men here to occupy the
difficult position created by the ed-
munds bill the people of utah willhlll
be truly thankful

the powers relegated tothamto that comcox
mission are extraextraordinaryy in a coutcoun
try supposed to be under rerepresentspresenta
tive government they are notnol
only authorized to appoint men to
fill offices heretofore elective for the
management of elections in the
territory until the next session otof
the Amassemblyembly but are
made the sole arbiters of the rightnight
of any person to a seat in that as-
sembly they are to canvass the
returns of the election for the mem
bers thereof and to give the cencertinitill
cate which laIs to be alone the evi
dence of the right to sit in the As

therefore the men select-
ed to exercise such remarkable pow
ers in a republic should babe response I1

ble persons unlikely to bobe swayed
fromirom the path otof duty and not disdib
posed to linyrinyplay the part of tyrants
wielding irresponsible power

the precedent offered by the
course otof the governor in attempt
ing to betset aside the votes of over

in favor of thothe votes of
18001300 id not likely to be followed by
any butt partisansparti in whose bosoms
the voice of conscience andarid the
beneesense of justice can give way to
personal interest or the urgings of
the unscrupulous but it is signif-
icant of what may be done or at-
tempted when a nefarious object iais
in view although law honor and
every principle of right stand in the
way and forbid the leeddeed

we trust that the news will prove
to be correct and that honorable
and sagacious men will be chosen
for the singular position in which
case the schemes of thetho plotters
will failfall as signally as did the plans
laid to capture the seat and salary
of the delegate to congress

A PAIR OF CHEATS

we give place todayto day to a I1ieterleterter
from A defrauded creditorcreditors be-
cause he is one of a large number
who have been similarly victimized
the persons referred to have blared
neither age sex nor condition in
their swindling operations in this
city we have had a great many
applicationsapplication from defrauded people
to expose those heartheartlesslebsleas and impu-
dent impostors who have preyed
upon the credulityc aff poor1001 old wo-
men and hard gothing girls as well
as tradesmen and landlords and
everybody else who would trust
them to any amount
thetha woman referred to Is the au-

thor of antlanti mormon writings in
which the imagined wrongs of
IgAmormonlormon wives aruard set furth to a
gaping world in the style of low I1

clasaclass novelettesnove lettes and yellow covered
ten cent works of fiction and huhas
been sustained by certain ladiadladiesladleslesres 0ofI1
this city who can find no letter usubeuse
forfoi their spare time than to magnify
the faults of their beigneighborsebors gather
up bits of scandal and uneasunsavoryoryony goa- t

eibandd use them to poison the I1

minds of the people abroad in rela-
tion to the latter day saints inutah
shebhe has also received some endorse-
mentmeut from men here professing to be
preachers of the gospel who will
use any weapons however dirty or
countenance any person however
disreputable in the trulytruls chrirl
fianflan business of slandering a people
whose creed they vainly assail

we caution the saltbait lakelaake public
against such adventurers keople
abroad will devour with avidity any
rubbish of an anti mormon cha-
racter so it is of little use to expose
to them the character of these fabri
cahors but those who live here
ought to take warning by the losses
of others and take care not to bobe
swindled by these parties who in
any other place would be prosecuted
as confidence folk

it Is useless to attempt to recover
anything from them bytoy legal pro-
cess for they have no effectsenneeffeeiscis but
section 2142 of the compiled laws i

of utah providesp that
everyverygery person who knowingly

and designedly by false and fraudu-
lent representations or pretenses
defrauds any other person of money
or property is punishable by impri-
sonment in the county jail not
exceeding onoone year and by floeflue not
exceeding three timostimas the value cfof
the money or property BOso obtained

under this section these makers
of lies and swindlerslers of the poor
could be prosecuted and punished as
they deserve to be and this Is the
only recourse which we know of for
the defrauded people who have been
robbed of various amounts for the
support of these infamous publishers
otof libels against the mormonscormonsMormons
such creaturecreacrentureaturoa3 are utterly contempt
able and despicable and to counten-
ance them simply because they can


