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revelations 22
no more at all in thee 11 the solemn knell

that early ranzrane the babylonian woe
forever down the ages soundsbounds to showbow
the lords of mammon who make earth a hell
the limits heaven assigns them to foretell
their certcertainu sudden linalfinal overthrow
the tollingtoiling words recur as blow on blow
shall purge gods temple where they buy and

sell

0 vainly in that retribution hour
shall wail the mourner anoand recount the losslose
of indu choice fruits free scattered then
unhallowed gains won by satanic power
like lairy gold shall shrivel into dross
votnor buy their meanest chattels souls otof men

win meow in the toronto week

PRESIDENT WOODRUFFS LETTER

SALT LAKElaike CITY
january ath 1891

editor illustrated american
my attention has been called to arti-

cles in your magazine of december
and january ard3rd concerning the mor-
mon church I1 have neithernelt lier the
time nor the inclination to notice the
numerous misstatements and vile as-
persionsper that frequently appear in the
publiopublic prints in reference to the morimor
mons I they have been common for
more than half a century and the
later productions are chiefly mere
echoes of the falsehoods refuted years
ago there is nothing new in the
articles that have been published in
the illustrated Ameamericannican except this
thithe writer claims to be a mormon

the oldest mormon in the rockybocky
mountains to have been connected
with the Mormormon church for nearly

years to be a resident of this city
nowBOW to relate true mormon history
and to express the present views
and intentions of the mormon peo-
ple thus the old untruthsuntruths and the
current misrepresentations in reference
to our people are presented under a
new guise and that which might pawpass
unnoticed if published in the ordinary
way or over the signature of the com-
piler is likely to attract lop and
obtain credence because it purports to
be written by a mormon this is18

why I1 devote some attention to these
articles

that the person who has gathered
from various sources scraps of purported

mormon hi atory fragments of sup-
posed mormon doctrine and fig
ments of imaginary mormon senti

meritment is not and never was a member
of the mormon church and that his
whole pretension laIs false is evident to
every one familiar with the subjects on
which he attempts to treat

in professing to relate how nauvoo
was settled he speaks of how joseph
smith our leader became possessed of
a large tract of land in hancock coun-
ty illinois and says the angel
who revealed it to him bade him call
the city nauvoo which he said meant
the beautiful 111 1

when the place on which nauvoo
was built was first occupied by the

mormonscormonsMormons it was called commerce
and at that time joseph smith instead
of becoming possessed of this large
tract of land was suffering illegal im-
prisonment in the state of missourirl it
was never claimed that an angel re-
vealed the place to him ltit was offered
to the saints who had fled from their
inhuman persecutors in missouri by
the owner and was purchased and paid
torfor in an ordinary business manner
no mormon would make the mis-
take that is here conspicuous

he states that he was in the jail at
carthage with josephjeseph smith and his
brother hyrum when they were assas-
sinatedsina ted that he put hisbis headbead out odtheofthe
window and watched to see if there
were signs of life in the man he loved
that he expected to be shot the next
moment etc it is a matter of undis-
putedted history that when joseph andbyrumhyrum smith were murdered only
two other persons were prespresententinin the
prison where the attack was made
aheyhey were willard richards who died
march 11 1854 and john taylor who
died july 2625 1887 their accounts of
the tragedy have beenbean published many
times since 1844 and the words used
by this pretended mormon are the
identical language of dr willard
richards

this plagiarist betrays himself in an
equally conspicuous manner in hisbis ac-
count of the exodus from nauvoo aul
the enlistment of the mormon bat-
talion at winter quarters it is stolen
bodily from the celebrated lecture of
gen abos L kane before the his

society otof pennsylvania which
has been in publication for forty years

he states that col steptoe waswab in
command of troops sent to the mor-
mon capital at the time of the famous
so called mormon war in which
by the by not one drop of human blood
was shed no mirmon or person
acquainted with utah history could

fall into such a blunder col Step toes
occurred many years before was

of a pacific and civic character and hebe
gave due credit to governor brighamyoung and the people here for their
fidelity to the government and their
peaceful and industrious life he also
recommended the re reappointmentappointment of
brigham young asaa governor of utah

this pretended mormon ap forgetful
of some facts he previously presented
says in his second article that every
member of the territorial legislature
tois a high dignitary of the church all
local and municipal government is un-
der the same control and thus it comes
to pass in america a church absolute-
ly governs a territory

the truth is that no high dignitary
of the church occupies ita seat in the
legislative assembly that no poly-
gamist can hold any office or vote at
any election in utah that eight mem-
bers of the last assembly were gen-
tiles that salt lake ogden and
park cities are entirely controlled by
non mornionmormon municipal officofficerserb
that instead of the church governing
the territory the governor the
judges the prosecuting attorney
and other territorial officers are pa
pointed by the united states govern
ment as well as the postmasters and
that even the registration officers and
judges of elections are appointed by a
commission appointed itself byb the
president and senate of the vaunitedsted
states no mormon would so mis-
take the situation because this

condition of affairs is a con-
stant source of mormon complaint
and no well informed anti I1 I1 mormon9

would commit such a palpable error
which the writer himself refutes in
the sixth chapter of hisbis first contribu-
tion

minor inaccuracies still further
prove the compiler of these articles to
beabe a person unfamiliar with actual
cMmormonormon life however diligent he
may have been in culling anti imormor
mon 1 1 literature he speaks of the
united order of Orderville as a pres-
ent organization when it has not
existed for many years he quotes a
notice issued over forty years ago in
this city by a bishop long since de-
ceased as being now posted in all the
settlements he says that in each town
besides the ward bishops there Is a pre-
siding bishop which is not true he
entin ly misrepresents the functions of
the ward teachers and by many er-
roneous references shows that hisbis


