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EARLY UTAH AND THE PLAINS

on the evening of wednesday feb
aoth dr H 1 faust addressed the
mutual improvement associations of the
twenty first ward on early eapexpexperi-
ences

eni

in utah and incidents on the
plains a synopsis of his remarks being
given herewith

the speaker began by remarking that
his audience did not look as though
they were hunting a camping place
wherehere wood water and grass was plen
ty said lithe you look as though you
had just left a good camp how differ-
ent it was with the early settlers of these
valleys forty nine years ago

let us go back to that beautiful city
Nijunauvoo in 1846 situated on the banks
of the mississippi river there we find
about fifteen thousand people sur-
rounded with comforts of life and
comparatively happy these people
werewere gathered from many of the states
as well as from many of the nations of
the earth in many instances two from
a city and one from a family they
mustmost have been born for the purpose
before them if they had not been they
never could havebae stood what they did in
doming to and settling these valleys
these people were surrounded by a
mob made up of bad men fanatics
momfrom other churches and in many inin-
stances led by pretended ministers of
thlethe gospel

these saints were expelled under
pain ot death and the burning otof their
city we see them in the month of
february when the thermometer stood
below zero crossing the mississippi and
camping in iowa on sugar creek in
th tents it is true that there were
nine children born that night

who can tell what the sufferings of
thevethese people must have been take
yvyon tonight and let you go over jordan
oab your tent make bour bed on the

i ground and let the thermometer fall
zero then you might have a little

taste of what they had
amese people started west over the

bafik prairies of iowa making the roads
as they went ferrying the streams or
budig budgesbridges as the case required
tisethe road from nauvoo to council
bluffs is called the mormon trail to this
day Tthese peoplepie could be tracked by
the bbloodI1 0 from their feet on the snow
their camping grounds were known by
the newly made graves just think of
yowyour lathersfathers mothers brothers or sis
tew sick and dying while the wagon
was moving along on a rough road
when camp was reached they were no
more A hasty digging of the grave
that night in the morning a hasty funer-
aat the body consigned to its last resting
place in the grave unmarked and to be
forever forgotten no you will never
have to pass through these trials

the missouri river was reached and
crossed where omaha now stands win-
ter Qaquartersarters was established about six
muesm north of the crossing and houses
built out of logs sod and tents many
of the men went down into missouri to
work to get provisions cattle and horses
to come west with there was a propo-
sition made by the church leaders to
tho government through colonel J C
awe to build forts at intervals on the

plainssains to protect the emigrants going to
oregonregon and california as the emigra-
tion thither had then begun but instead
the government called on the saints to
furnish five hundred men for the mexi-
can war the famous mormon battal-
ion wasvas enlisted taking the ablest and
best men I1 hey made one otof the long-
est marches ever required of soldiers
twenty five hundred miles making the
road as they went let us tonight imag-
ine their feelings what must they have
been husbands fathers brothers and
lovers leaving mothers sisters and
sweethearts on the banks of the missou-
ri river without a home and many
already in want not knowing that they
would ever see each other again in thid
lile who will say that they were not
all brave that they were not saints
who put their trust in their god what
the mormon battalion did yuuyou can read
in history

there was sickness and some suffering
in the winter otof 1846 in the spring of
1847 on thetthe ath of april presidentntyoung started with that brave band otof
pioneers olof oneoae hundred and forty three
souls witwith notnothingi but a compass the
setting sun audand their faith to guidtguide
themthein whathat faith they must have pos-
sessed The difficulties the indians that
beset them on every side and all their
troubles must be imagined torfor they
cannot be told we have no time this
evenieveningsig to follow in their road making
river lording or ferrying across the
strstreamsearns or taking their wagons to
pieces and carrying them over the
mountains piecebece by piece it was thiscompany gthatat hunted the trail across
the plains which hundreds of thousands
cf PCpeopleople have traveled over and mil-
lions born and yet unborn will travel
became the railroad is built mostly along
that trail

on july 1847 these brave people
came out otof emigration canyon where
wilford woodruff came down on to the
benchbeach land near where the penitentiaryar y
is president young alighted from prespres-
ident

I1

woodruffs carriage in which he
was ridingridin sr sick he took a look around
and said drive on this is not the place
yet that night they camped where
the templeton hotel now stands

in the morning the president went
over to where the temple now stands
here he looked to the north then turned
to the west thence south and then
then turning to the east as much as tosaylay tupto the we are beyond
your power now he then put his
cane down and said here we will
build a temple unto the lord you
that have been in it can testify to the
truth of his saying

to plow to plant sow and build
housesbouses was the next thing to do

president young with a trusty few
and the best teams started back to
guide the saints to their new home it
is well torlor you to understand that the
people left at winter quarters were
organized into companies of fifty teams
in each these trains moved out as
close to each other as convenient so
they could protect each other in case of
an indian attack many or01 the teamshad to be driven by women and chi-ldren as inmany of the men already had
gone with the battalion and pioneers

this made much work for those moomen
that were left hitching up teams aatad J
standingIP guard

just imagimagineine yourself turning out of0
your bedd inin one of those storms to go0 3

on guard in a rain storm such as onomy J

the platte valley can produce where it
pours down as though the deluge was
on again mud mud everywhere yoi e
went with no wood to mmakeake a fire no
houses you could not stretch the tentstent
that you had with you I1 was in one of
those storms for three days and nights
in all of that we did not have a fire we
ate raw bacon with a few crackers we
had left

each day we had to travel and each
night we stood guard I1 do not believe
that there was ever an emigrant train
that crossed the plains that escaped
those storms the captain goes ahead
and looks out a camping place where
water and gaass can be had when the
wagons arrive he corrals them this isi
done by driving one half to the rightsright
the other to the left in a half circle this
then forms the corral with the camo onoa
the outside and the stock inside this
is done as a proprojectionaction against the in-
dians the camp is now made

the teams once unhitched and sent
out to grass tents are pitched water is
brought buffalo chips are gathered and
a fire started on the ground or in the
sheet iron stove as the case may be
and all is moving so as to get something
to eat before the storm comes that is
approaching or before night sets I1inn
hungry it makes me hungry now to
think how hungry we would get then
A lewfew hymns and songs were sung
then prayers and to bed to rise in the
morning to pack up and move on re-
peating the same performance day after
day all had to walk up hill that were
not sick and many will this day tell youyo
that it was most all up hill this labor
had to be performed the fear of indians
had to be endured torfor at least three
months or all the way from the states
to your now happy homes in utah

we find that about seven hundred
wagons with about two thousand peo-
ple came the first year contrast ahe
laborjabor of the ancient israelites with that
of the latter day saints moses waswars
out but fifteen days with his people
when they began to murmur and wish
themselves back around the fleshsh potsM
of the egyptians the lord hadhagoto
f ed them quail on toast with manna as
a side dish to get them along at all- is
it to be wondered at that they quit
work and that their descendants have
not worked much since just think oxof
it forty years traveling and an over-
land coach would have driven the sanitsam
distance in two days or the pony ex-
press would have madeia in twenty hours
brigham young with the saints travel-
ed one thousand miles making the road
every foot of the way in three monthsmonth
and eleven days the people planted a
garden and reaped the fruits thereof
the same year

there were no stores to run toito for
every little thing that was wanted ittill
those days the people just simply didla
without each year teams hadbad tuto beb
sent back to bring up the saints that
came across the ocean and those that
were left on account of having no means
to come the first year each yeary
missionaries were sent abroad to preach
and each year found the people makingmaking

I1 new settlements building new forts a
I1 digging new canals the indians took


