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Prophet, Ezekiel lilved and
this remarkable prediction
almost 600 years before our
era, Bhortly before his time a right-
eéous man named Lehi, a descendant of
Joseph, had obtained some records
consisting, besides geneanlogical tables,
of the flve books of Moses, a hiatory of
his people from the beginning aod
down to the reign of the Jewlsh king
Zedekiniy and prophetical writings,par-
ticularly those of Jeremiah, With
these records he left Jerusalem, as did
the Isst-named Prophet at the same
time, and wae led to this continent
where his descendants became numer-
ous and a mighty peopie. The Book of
Mormon ie & Bynopsia of the history of
that people.

It is the ‘*'stick of Ephralm?® in the
same senee 88 the Bible is the ‘stick
of Judah’ Anpd the prediction of
their union is all the more remarkable
at the very time when the records of
Ephraim: were by Lehi carried from
the holy land, and thus apparently
separated forever from the archives of
Judah. But the Almighty had laid
His plans, and His word has been ful-
filled in our own day. ‘The second set
of sacred writinge has been given to
the world by Joseph the Prophet, and
as 8 result the remnant of Israel is be-
‘ing brought together to serve the Lord,
The Book of Mormoen is indeed =
witness to the truth of the Holy Serip-
tures,

LIGHT ON ANCIEST HISTOQKEY.

As arciferlogical researches on the
Bites of the once famous eities of
‘Chald#ea are progressing, the mysteries

of the uim past are clesred up and we
obleln & betler underslanuing of the
wonderful civilization of pations burieu:
in oblivion for thousands ot years. The
North Ameriean expedition under the
direction of Professor Peters of the
University of Pennsylvania bhas within
the last flve or six years discovered not
lees than ten thousaod engraved tablels
uod otner objects, most of which bave
been etent to this country, The work
of dJdeeclphering these precious recorus’
and  presenting their contents 1o
the public has been entrusted to
8 Germao orientalist, Mr. Hilprecht,
Who has already spent two yeata on
the yigantic tusk. When compieteu
the work will Bill ten volumes, giving
‘fac-similes of the 1nscriptions, sccom- |
panied by (rapslations and commen-
tarles,

QOuone of the most interesting discover-
iee of this distingulsheu arch waloglat is
the history of a group of kings who
rujed at Babylon coasiderably more
than three thousand years before our
ery, 48 Dear a8 can be sscertained from
the present uncertain ohronoclogical
duta at hand., These early rulers of
men were conduercrs, commanding
armies at the head of which they
pushed their way through Syria and as
far a8 the boundaries of Egypt; waich
shows that intercourse between the
counities of the ancient world cannot
have been so difficult as eome have
imagined. The records take us back to
A time when the human raceon the
eastern hemisphere tnust have been 1n
iteinfancy. Alresady at that time two
distinct tendencies were at work. There
was & centritugal and s centripetal

force. Man was under the necessity of

finding new locations, ss the great
centers became crowded. New coun-
tries were discovered and settled, and
a feeling of independence must have
developed as the distapce from the

seats of the rulers increased. At the
same time, monarchs of the old
countries, adhered to the policy
of centralization, aiming at the

supremsacy of the colonies as well
a8 of the mother country. Expedi-
tions were started for thai purpose.
Armles followed in the wake of
the emigrants, Conflicts of wvarious
kinde e .sued, and 1o the commotion
new nations were born while others
perished; the conditions were formed
in which the development of human
progress found a starting point, And
it 1s exceedingly Interesting and in-
structive to notice that ever afterwards
similar conditiona have brought about
similar results, The history of our
own country with its settlement by
Eurcopeans and successful struggle for
independence with subsequent progress
in every direction is but a repetition
on & larger scale of the events recorded
on those ancient brick tablets found io
the ruins of Babylonian cities,

The history of cone of those early
Elngs derives peculiar interest from
the fact that some critics have pre-
tended to flnd in it the source of the
Bibhcal parrative of s certain event in
the early career of Moses, On the
pedestal of a stutue those critice have
disrovered that - Bhargani-shdr-ali,
whose mother was s princess but who

{had no knowledge of his father, was in

his infancy put in a hasket and lelt to
the tender mercies of the waves of the
Euphrates, in which condition he was
found by a gsrdener and tenderly

rajsed until by good fortune he
Was placed on the throne.
Mr. Hilprecht has found the
pame of this hitherto unknown

tather of Bhargani, and ail the cireuin-
stapces indicate that the story is pure
inveution. The ipecriptions on this
subjeot are mueh mutilated, but the
theory is that the hiatorian has aimed
al huling the cbscure and perhaps
ignoble origin of & mighly monarch 1n
a piece of romantic figtion. Critics have
evidently been tooanxious to flnd some-
thing dewrimental to the biographer of
Mgges. Bound criticismn defers judg-
ment till the facts are known. And
go far the tacts are all In favor of the
insplred records.

NABBIE YOUNG CLAWSON.

A mong the daughters of Utah none
wus loveller or more lovable than
Nahbie Young Clawson, whose death
occurred in this gity March 15. Rarely
have such exquisite charm ¢f person
and such sweet gentleness of mind
been bestowed upon one roorial ua was
the case with this splenudid woman,
Nor has It happened to but few to
vojoy a life of such unailoyed happiness.
Hunoreu Got only tor her own beauty
and worth, but by resson of her dis-
tinguished parentage, her father hav-
ing been the great leader amd her
mothet one of the immorial three
women of the band of Utah Pioneers;
almost adored since childhood by her
husband; beloved by all her kindred
and acquaintunces; with everything at
commany that earthly need or human
wish could degire, her lines seemed of

a truth to have fallen ioto pleasant
places. Io the cutting down of such
8 woman at g0 untimely an age, feeple
wortals who are most sincere in aceept-
Ing that God does all things wisely,
must confess a startllng evidence thag
His purposes and ways ate indeed
inscrutable! :

RELIGIOUS REVIVAL.

Tomorrow, Mareh 18, the great
Methouist *‘crusade against sin?® ig jo be
inavgurated in California, beginning
al the chief eity, Ban Francisco. The
opening meeting i8 Lo be held in the
evening, on the postoffice site at the
corner uf Beventh and Mission streets
in a large tent which has been phche&
there, the seatiog capucity et which is
4,000, From this point the campaign
Is to be prosecuted 1n all directions,
unti! every house, lodging house hgtel
and tenement In the glty js re'nchad.
Such a united effort to evangellzs Bapn
Fianecisco hasnever been made befgre,

The movement i under the jgader-
ship of Bev. Charlee H. Yatmap, the
pnoted evangelist Bnd **lorwarpg?? w;,k.,,
of New York Methodism, whe 15 sgig
to rank with Moody, Mills apg Sam
Jones a8 an exborter and pleader ip the
cauge he represents. He 8 ujgeq by
the combined pastors of the local
Methodist churches and a committee
o! laymen. Allthe Methodigt ehoirs
in the eity are to ve united for the ge-
casion, the Rev. Yatman kelieving
that ‘‘more peonle 8re converted by the
aid ef yood music than by an giher
Bgency,’ and meetiogs are to be held
every night in different quartery of
towp; besides a Iarge Amount of vigit-
ing work is to be done by the “Gideon
band”—n body of workers who operate
on somewhat different prineiples to the
chlefs in the crusade, as the “Gjgeons’?
perform their labor without reryyper.
ation.

There can he no doubt that Han
Franciaco neeua religion baq enough;
ite requirement in that diregtipn is
probabiy greater thanany other oity in
the lapu. With 1ts Babhaths devoted
to games, theaters, and amusements of
varlous kinds,ils suloons anyg other
dens of iniguity,aod lis generally non-
religious character, 00 one will be in.
clined to dispute with Mr. Yatmaan that
there i8 in the greal city ©a giorigus
opportunity to ald men to purity their
iived and live like Christiang®>—thag is,
it the opportunity to render aid in this
direction depended wholly on the
readiness to glve assistapcs. But in
this a8 ln other lines, the giving of help
needs 8 willingners Lo receive such aid
before it ocan be rendered pertectly
operative, and this willingness does
not geenl to eXist Lo any great exlent
smong Ban Franciscans,

The advantages to be gained by re-
vival meetings of the charagter pro-
posed are also doubtiul in thelr charac-
ter. Reform movements, eooducted in
sy¥stematic manoer and on & aolid basis,
oiten are productive of wood results,
But revival meetings, witn the
wild exhortations, piteous pleadings and
frenzied efforts ol their promoters to
bring peopie to & condilion of enthu-
siasm that will impel them to “*gonfess
religion,”’ are cenducive of ev:] rather
than good. Their methods are not the
methods of trae Christianity; their
end ie notlhe end attained by genuine



