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meaning in 'g'iving it, whereupon * * % * her to the contrary; but at lﬁngtﬁ'  Beecher, and Theodore Tilton, led | er anxiety or zeal; to see the ten-
she wrote as follows— i, ““Your’s truly, a change tovk place in her con- |the press of the country to charge |dencies, which, if not stopped,
M <Dée. 80, 1870, midnight. S ‘Er1zABETH R. TILTON.” | victions on this subject, as n'utadgnt hat Tilton had committed, against | would break out into rumors, and

¢ <My Dear Husband— “Twelfth—That in the following | the following letter, addressed by |ITeecher; some heinous ' wrong, |to stop them without seeming
I desire to leave with you, be- | mouth «:Jm;:ltat:umzui1 wishing to bind | her to her husband: o }1whioh Beecher had pardoned, |to do it; to prevent any one
fore going ta bed, a statement that | " 2o BAC Beecher bY SMIUR, 30| « dSonomartx, June 20th, 1071 . | WASISAS b, Was, the roverse. 7o | guestioning me; to meet and
m:“gﬁ‘ ‘Mgi' hjr;ilégd ity rom them the fnllnwiné corres-| * ‘My Dear Thﬂ'ﬂdﬂm“Tﬂ'dﬁYﬁ‘ﬂnn?Mi‘. Moulton requested Beech- | which LJl their l?egginﬁinga year:;
I ﬂMdﬂbz?ﬂﬁig('{ aﬂlm' agﬁua?inﬁ pondence: | " | through the ministry of Cathefine|er to prepare- & suitable card, re-|before; to keep serene as if not
ﬂﬂ'ﬁlﬂiiéﬂ iulmunﬂﬂﬂf inist y ' 11 ‘BMLI’N : G’ﬂﬂﬂt, a qha‘mct’er Uf_ ﬁction, Imin!‘Tum from this injustice. alarmed or disturbed; to be cheer-
and T replied solemnly that I'would February 7th, 1871, 43 Q3 e e S ence. o i | 10 answet to this request Leechet | ful at home and among friends
in case the accuser was any other( ¢« My Dear Friend—In several y experience, so that | pleaded his emba ents, which | when I am suffering the torments

person than my husband. He, H.
W. B., dictated a letter, which I
copied as my own, te be used by
him as against any other accuser
except my husband, This letter
was designed to vindicate Mr.
Beecher against all other persons
save only yourself. I was ready to
give him the letter, because he
said, with pain, that mg letter in
yvour hands addressed to him, dated
Dec. {9, had struck him dead, and
ended his sinfulpess. . You-and: I
are pledged to do our best to avoid
publicity., God grant a speedy end
to all further anxieties, .
‘¢ Affectionately,
CELIZABETH."
“On the next day, namely, Dec,

conversations with you, you have
asked about my feelings towards
Beecher. and yesterday you said
that the time had come when you
would like to receive from me an
ex pression of this kind in writing.
I say, therefore, very cheerfully,
that notwithstanding the great suf-
fering which he has cau
zabeth and myself, I bear him ne
malic¢e and shall do him no wrong
shall disesuntenance every }aruject,
by whomsoever propoesed, for any
exposure of his secret to the
publie, and if I know myself at all
shall endeavor te act towards Mr.
Beecher as I would have him, in

‘| similar circumstances, towards me. |

[ wish to add that your own good

3lst, 1870, Moulton, on being in-
formed by Tilton of the above

offices in this case have led me to
a higher moral feeling than I might

named transaction by Beecher,|otherwise have reached,

called on him, Beecher, at his res-
idence, and told him tﬁata recon-
ciliation seemed suddenly made
impossible by Beecher's nefarious
act. in procuring the letter which
Mrs, Til
perly persuaded to write falsely,
Beecher prompting her. There-
upon Beecher returned the letter
to Moulton, with an expression of
shame and sorrow for having pro-

‘¢ ¢{Ever yours, aflfectionately,
- ““THEODORE TILTON. -

¢ ‘To Frank Moulton’,
““On the same day Beecher wrote

ton had thus been -ium.]Mnultuu the following:

‘“ ‘February 7th, 1871.

Dear Friend Moulton,—I
to send you a book, &c.
o » Many, many

T "'M}?
am **glad

cured it in the manner he did.
“The letter was as follows—
i {Tas  “Dee 30, 1870.
el s e
and weakened by sickn I gave
il letter. implicating my friﬁd
enry
ances that that would remove all
diffieulties between me and my
husband., That letter I now re-
voke. 1 was persuaded to it, almost
forced, when I was in a weakened
state .of mind, and I regret and
recall its statements. _
it gt ] ¢ ¢E. R. TruToN. '
“ ¢ desire to say, explicitly, that
Mr. Beecher has ia’ﬁfpﬂﬁl’g{i an
improper solicitation, but has ni
ways treated me in a manner be-
coming a Christian and a gentle-
man. '
¢ YErxzaBerH R. TinToN.”
“At the time Beecher returned
the above document to Moulton,
Moulton requested RBeecher fo call

at his residence in Celumbia Street, |
which he did, in |

on the next d’a)'r,
the evening of January Ist, 1871,
and a long interview there ensued,
in which Beecher expressed to
Moulton great contrition and re-
morse for his previous eriminalit

with Mrs. Tilton, taking to himself |

shame for having misused his sacred

offices as a clergyman to corrupt her
mind,

expressing a determination
to kill himself in case of ex re,

and begging Moulton to take a

importunity, | have  also

friends has God raised up to me,
but to no one of them has he ever
given an opportunity and wisdom
80 to love me as you have. You

proved Theodore’s
friend and ISlizabeth’s. Does God

Ward Beecher, under assur. look down from heaven on three

unhappier creatures, and on three
that more need a friend than
these? Is it not an intimation of
God’s intent and merey to all,that
each one of these has in you a tried
and proven friend? But only in
E}t:)dwm we thus united. Wuuﬁi to

. who orders all hea.rts,' that b

his mediation, Theodore, Elizabet
and I could be made friends again.
Theodore ' will have the hardest
task in such a case, but has he not
proved himself capable of the no-
lest things? I wonder if Elizabeth

to Eii-|3,

I see clearly my sin., It was, when
I knew that I was loved, to suffer
it to grow fo a passion.’ A virtuous
woman should check instantly an
all-absorbing love, but it appeared
tv me in such a false light that1
thought the love I felt and receiv-
ed coull harm no one, not even
ou. I have believed this unfalter-
ingly until four o’clock this after-
noon, when a heavenly vision
dawned upon me, and I see now as
I never saw before the wrong I

diately to ask your pardon, with
penitence so sincere that Eahee-'
forth, if reasen remains, you may
trust me implicitly. Oh, mfr dear
Theodore, though your opinions
are not restful or congenial to my |
soul, yet my own integrity and
urity are sacred and holy thin

less God with me for Catherine
Gaunt, for all sure leadings of an.
allwise and loving Providence.
Yes, now I feel quite prepared to
renew my marriage vow with you,
and to keep
quireth, who looketh at the eye
and heart. Never before could I

have done you, and. hasten imme- |

it as the Savior re-|know  that the

 prevented his saying anything
without bringing himself undersus-
picion. :Tilton then proposed to
prepare a card of his own, contain-
ing t:d few lines ;rnm l‘fhﬁ I‘E{'!Entlj!:
quoted apology, for the purpose o
ghuwin thaFBeachar,: instead of
having had occasion to forgive Til-
ton, ha gad oceasion to be forgiven
by him. | |

‘“‘Beecher then wrote a letter to

Moulton, which,on being shown to
Tiltopy was successful in appealing
to Tilton’s feelings. Beecher sai
undér date of Sunday morning,
June 1st 1878— LA

“ My dear Frank—

 “T“am determined to make no
more” resistance. Theodore’s tem-
perament is such that the future,
even if temporarily saved, would
be absolutely worthless, and render
~me Hable at any day to be obliged
to stultify all the devices by which
we ‘have ' ‘saved ourselves. It
is ‘omly ' fair that he should
publication of
the eard which he proposed
would leave him worse off than

say this. When you yearn toward
me with a true feeling, be assured
of the tried, purified and restored
love of HCELIZABETH,’

“Mrs. Tiltori follows the above
letter with these—

| ““ July 4th, 1871,
¢ fOb, my dear husband, may
ou never need the discipline of
ing misled by a good woman, as
[ was by a good man.’ : '

“No date.

“ ¢ would mourn greatly if my
life was to be made known to fa-

Knows how ously he has ear-
ried himself toward me? - Of course,
[ can never speak with her again

without her permission, and I do
not knew that even then it would
be best.’ % * * #*

“Mr. Moulton, on the same day,
asked Tilton if he would permit
Beecher to address a letter to Mrs.
Tilton, and Tilton replied in the
affirmative, whereupon Beecher
wrote as follows:

“ ‘BROOKLYN, February 7th, 1871.
¢ ‘My Dear Mrs. Tilton—

- ¢#‘When I saw you last I did not
expect ever to see you again, or to
be alive many days. was

ther; his head would be bowed
indeed to the grave,’ %3

““And others in a similar tone,

“ Fourteenth— That about one
year after Mrs. Tilton’s confession;
and about half a year after Mr.
Beecher’s confession of the same,
Mrs. V. C. Woodhull, then a total
stranger to Tilton, save that he
had been presented to her in com-

ny, wrote in the World of Mon-

ay, May 22, 1871, the following
statements, namely: :

“I know a man, & pu
of eminence, who lives in conen-
bin with the wife of another

ublic teacher of almost equal em-|.
nence, and all three concur in|

denouncing offlences-against moral-
ity. . I shall make it my business to
analyze some of these lives,

f”(a_ignedj

VICTORIA C. WOOODHULL,

jgreat peace, that I am
| my last Sunday, and preaching my

blie teacher |

before the agreement, viz., the tri-
partite covenant, which was made
after my letter through you to him,
viz., the apology, was written. He
had had it a year, he had condoned

A his wife’s: fault, he had enjoined

upon me, with the utmost earnest-
ness and solemnity
his wife nor leave ‘his children to
biight. 'With such a man as this
there i3 no possible saivation for

|any that depend upon him. With

a stromg nature, he does not know
how to govern it. - There is no use
trying further. I have a strong
feeling upon me, and it brings me
nding

last sermon.’? .
.“The hopelessness of spirit which
the foregoing letter portrayed on
the part of its writer, led Tilton to
re-consider the position of defend-
ing himself at the cost of produeing
misery to Beecher, which determi-
nation,by Tilton, te allow the pre-
vailing calumnies against himself
to go unanswered, was further
strengthened bﬁ
received by him two days there-
after,from the office ot the editor of
Beecher’s Journal: .
il amics Yo s fJunedth, 1873,
¢ IMy Dear Theodore—May 1 tell
you frankly, that, whenl saw you
Lat, you did net sezm to me to be

r

. | the ;noble youug man who inspired
my warm affections so many years

“‘NEW YORK, May 20, 1871.°

“On the day ef the publication of | ing

' ngﬁi,;}guu were yielding to an act
AW

I eould not. help think-
would. ., ‘be  dishonorable

not to betray | &

he following neote, |

en and write from his, Beecher’s,
ips an apolegy to be conveyed to
Tilton, in hepe that such an appeal

kinder to me than were my own
thoughts. The friend whom God
sent to me, Moulton, has proved,

the above card in the World, Til- |and, perfidious; and although it is
ton received from Mrs, Woodhull a-| easy for me to make every allow-
request to call on imperative busi- |ance for the circumstance that had

would secure Tilton’s forgiveness. -

‘“The apology which Beecher die-
tated to Moulton was as:follows :

“‘Imterview with F. D. Moulton.’
My “dear friend Moulton, I ask,
through you, Theodore Tilton’s
forgiveness, and I humble myself |
before him as I do before my God.
He would have been a better man
in my circumstances than 1
have been. I can ask nothing ex-
ﬁe}::t that he will remember all the
other bireasts that would ache. I
will not plead for myself, I even
wish that I were dead; but others |
must live to suffer.. T will die be-
fore any one but. myself should be |
inculpated. - All my thoughts are |
running out toward my friiends,and
toward the poor child lying there

and fﬂmying with her folded hands.
She 18 gu

iltless, sinned against and
bearing the transgression of
another. 1 have humbly prayed
to God to pnat it into “theé heart of
her  husband to forgive me. 1
have trusted this to Moulton.in

confidence,
“‘H. W. BEECHER.’
In the above document the last
sentence and signature are in the

hand writing of the Rev. Henry
Ward Beecher.

¢ Eleventh—That Mrs.Tilton wrote
the following letter to a friend at
174 Livingstone St., Brooklyn, Jan-
uary 7th, 1871— ,. |
“ ¢ Dear Friend— |
y»s A eruel counspiracy’ has been
formed against my husband, in

which my mother and Mrs. Beech-
er have been the chief actors.

| terrible emerge

above all friends that I ever had,
able and willing to help me in this
ney. My life is in
his hand. It was that that tied up
the storm that was ready to burst
on our heads. There is no friend,
Theodore excepted, who has it in
his power to serve you so vitally,
and who will do it with such deli-
cacy and honor. It does my sore
heart good to see in Moulton an un-
feigned respect and honor for you;
it would kill me if I thought other-
wise. He will be as true a friend to
yoor honorand happiness asa broth-
er could be te a sister. In him we
have a common friend. You and
I may feel in time that the past is
ended. But is there no future?
May not this friend stand as a
priest in the new sanctuary of
reconciliation and mediation?
Bless Theodore and my most un-
bappy self. Do not let my earnest-
ness fail of its end, You believe in
mﬁjudgmﬂnt. I have put myself
wholly and gladly in Moulton’s
hands, and there I must meet you.
This is sent with Theodore’s con-
sent, but he has not read it. Will

you return it to me by his own|

hand? 1 am very earnest in this
wish for all our sakes, as such a let-

ter ought not to be subject to even |

a chauncve of miscarriage,
¢ “Your unhappy Frieud,
““‘H. W. BEECHER.’

“Thirteenth—That about a year
after Mrs. Tilton’s confession her
mind remained in the fixed opinion
that her criminal relations with
Beecher had not been morally
wrong,so strongly had he impressed

ness al her office, and going thither
a copy of the above card was put in
his hand by Mrs. Woodhull,who said
that the parties referred o therein
wele the Rev. Henry Ward Beech-
er and the wife of Theodore Tilton.
Following this announcement Mrs.
Woodhull detailed to Tilton, with

a vehement speech,the wicked and,|se

wrought, you to: such a fmnzg, 1
was. dreadfully. shocked. My dear
Theodore, let. me, as an old friend,
whose heart is wrung by your terri-
ble suflering aud sorrow, tell you
that,you were then acting ignobly,
and that .you ean never have true
peace of mind till you conquer your-
If, and dismiss all purpose and

injurious story which she published | thought of injuring the man who has

in the year following.
meanwhile Tilten, desiring
guard against any temptation to
Mrs. Woodhull to publish the gross-
ly distorted version which she gave
to Tilton,and which she alterwards
attributed te him, he sought by
many personal services and kindly
attentions to influence her tosuch
good will towards himself and

tion or desire in her to afflict him
with such publications. - Tilton’s
eflorts and associations with Mrs.
Woodhull ceased in April, 1872, and.
six months afterwards, namely
Nov. 2d, 1872, she published the

suppress.

“Fifteenltli—Tbhat on the third
day thereafter, the Rev. Thomas K.
Beecher, of Elmira, N. Y., wrole as
follows :

“‘ELMIRA, Nov. 5th, 1872,
¢ ‘Mrs. Woodhull only earries out

| Henry’s philosophy, against which |

[ recorded m

ago.’
“Siztrenth—That in 'Ma

the publication by one of Beecher’s
riners of the tripartite covenant,

y protest twenty years

!

scandal which he had labored to |

y, 1873,

In the| wronged you. Of all promises our
to'| lips ean frame,none are so sacred as

those we make to those who have
injured us, and whom we have pro-
fessed to forgive; and they are sa-
cred just in proportion as their vio-
-lﬁ’tluu,woulaf_ work -injury to those
‘to whom they are "made. You
cannot paint teo black the wrongs
you have suffered; on that point I

family as would remove all disposi- { make no plea in abatement, but I

beg you to remember that nothing
ean change Lhe law which makes
forgiveness” noble  and’ ' God-like.
I have prayed for you night and
day, with'strong erying and tears,
beseeching . God to .restrain yeu

ing

committing an act which

much dreaded.’

- Beecher spoke as follows:

etween H. C. Bowen, H. W.

—

from wronging yourself by violat-
your solemn engagements. To-
night ‘T am happy in the thought
that you have been preserved i]':mm

80

“[na letter written by Beecher,
‘l'in order to be shown to Tilton,

“fNo man can see the difficulties
that environ me unless hé stands
where I' do.  To say that I bavea
¢hurch on my hands is simple
enough, but to have hundreds and
thousands of men pressing me,
leach one with his keen suspicion

of the damned; to pass sleepless
nights often, and yet come frésh
and prepared for Sunday—all this
may be .talked about but the real
thing cannot be understood from
the outside, for it is wearing and
grinding on the nervous system.’

“In still another letter written
for the same purpose as the above,
Mr. Beecher sait.{:

“ ‘If my destruction would please
him, Mr. Tilton, [all right; that
shall not stand in the way. I am
willing to step down and out. '+ No
one can effer more than that, and I
ofler the sacrifice without hesita-
tion if you can clearly see your way
to his safety and happiness thereby,
In one point of view, I could desire
thesaerifice ou my part; but nothing
can possibly ke so bad as the power
of the great darkuness in which I
spend much of my time. I look
upon death as sweeter far than any
friend I have in the world. Life
would be pleasant if I could see
that rebuilt which is shattered. But
to live on the sharp and ragged
edge of anxiety, remorse, fear and
despair, and yet to put on the ap-
pearance of serenity and happiness
cannot be endured much longer. 1
am well nigh discouraged. 1If you
cease to trust me and to love me, I
am alone, I de not know any per-
son-in the world to whom I cou!d

ﬂ."
yielded to the abovo

Tilton
quoted and other similar letters,
and made no self defence against
the publiec odium which attached
to him unjustly.

‘““Seventeenth—That the marriage
union between Mr. and Mr.
Tilton, until broken by Beech-
er, was of more than common har-
mony, affection and mutual res-
pect. Their house and household
were regarded for years by all their
guests as an ideal house. As an
evidence of the feeling and spirit
which this wife entertained for her
husband up to the time of her cor-
ruption by Beecher, the following
letter by Mrs. Tilton, written only
a few months before her loss of
honor, will testify—

‘“¢Tuesday Morning,
¢ ¢Jan. u8th, 1868.

- HfMy Beloved—Don’t you know
that the peculiar phase of Christ’s
character as a lover is &0 precious to
me, because in my consecration
and devotion to you I learn to love
you from my love to him, apd |
have learned to love him from lov-
ing you. I couple you with Tiim,
nor do I feel it one whit irreveren
And as every day I sdorn mysel!
consciously as a bride to meot |
bridegroom, so in like manner, 1
lift imploring bands that vy ~oul’s
love may be prepared. I, with the
little girls, after you left us, with
overflowing eyes and hearts, conse-
crated ourselves to our work, and to
you. My waking thoughts last
night were of you; my rising
thoughts this morning were of you.
[ bless you, and I honer and love
you. God sustain us and help us.
both to keep our vows.’

““A number of other letters,all
professing the greatest love and
devotion of Mrs. Tilton to her hus-
band, are appended. They show
that a Christian wife, loving her
bhusband to the extreme degree
above set forth, could only have
been severed from the path of recti-
tude by artful and [;uwerful per-

P

suasion, elothed in rases of reli-
gion and enforced by strong appeals
from her chief Christian teacher
and guide.

¢ Fighteenth—That the story pur-
porting to explain Beecher’s apolo-~
gy as having been written because
he had offer.ded Mr. Tilton by en-
gaging his wife in a project of
separation from her husband, is
false, as will be seen by the follow-
ing letter, written only three days
after the date of the apology—

1 tJunuﬂry’ 4[;]]:II 1871,
“¢Mr, Francis D. Moulton—

¢“‘My Dear Friend—In regard to
your question, whether I have ever
sought a separation from my hus-
band, I indignantly deny that such
was ever the fact, as [ have denied
it a bundred times before. The
story that 1 wanted a separation
was a deliberate falsehood coined
by my poor mother, who said she

[Continued on page 412.]




