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meaning inn giving it whereuponPI0she wrote as filloyfollows 1

decabedge 30 1870 midnigil
t 11aidesaldeslydeanlylleileneandean11 husbandbenore1 l desireirtoirlo to leleaveave withvUth yovyoji bdbe-
fore going toi bed a statement thatthai
Henryhonry Ward beecher called upon
memethisthis evening and asked me itI1 would befrIend him against any
accusation inalnana councilcouncilorof ministers
and I1 replied solemnly that I1 would
in casocase the accuser was anyuy other
person than my husband he H
V B dictated a letter which I1

copied as my own tgt be used by
himliim

1
as against any other accuser

except my husband this letter
waswa4 designed to vindicate mr
beecher against all otherae personspersons
save I1only yourself0 1xv11 as rrudyreadyridyudyidy to
give him thefhe letter because heile
said with pain that my letter in
your hands addressed to him dated
bee 9 had struck him dead and
ended hishiabishis totiYO and I1
aaroroireire pledged to dodd oarour best to aboldrefFpublicitypab t god grant a speedy endend
tto allali1 I furfurtherI1 er anxieties

1

ftellzabethELIZABETH
cohon thetiie next day namely decpec

iso moulton oilon being in
formedforma by tilton otof the above
named transaction by beecher
called on him beecher at his res-
idence and told him that a recon
ellelieullaeuilalittlonuonpon seemed suddenly made
imp by Beechers nefarious
act jnin procuraprocuringi ng the letter whicharrsmrs tilton had thus been impro-
perly persuaded to write falsely
beechenbeecherBeecherchei prompting her there-
upon beecher returned thothe letterietterto Moult QU with an expression of
shame and sorrow for ilallahavingving pro-
cured it in the mannermauner chedid

tiiethetile letter bitsaswas as follows
cc DecOil30 1870STOSyeaddedariedi with importunity

and weakeneded bysickby sicknessnes I1 gavee
a letterietter implicating my friend
henryhemy ward beecher uunder assur-
ances that that would remove all
difficulties between me and my
husband that letter I1 now re-
voke I1 waswai persuaded to it almostid most
forced when I1 ivaswas in a weakened
stateof mind and I1 regret and
recall its statestatementsmentia

ie ER tontoxtl tif desire to saysav explicitly thatmr Beecher has never offered any
improper kisolicitation butbuh liashas al-
ways treated mume in a mannermarner be
comincomingg a christian and a gentle-
man

1199 elizabetnELIZABETH IL tatatoratoV 1

sattsauttAtthS time beecher returned
0 document tolo Moulmoui tonntoniia
requerequestedmedAed beecher to call

at his residence in street
on the day h hohei did in
the eningenangevening of january 1st 1871
anda long interview theretherothe rd ensued
in which beecher expressed to
moulton great contrition and re-
morse for his previous criminality
with mrs tilton taking to himself
shame for havinghavinar misused his sacred
offices agaaraa clergyman to corrupt her
mindi expressing a determination
to kill himself in case of exposure
andannl begging moulton to take a
gewand write from his BeechbecchersbeechersBeechersenlierli
lips an apology to be conveyed totl
tilton in hopehoper that such an appeal
would secure Til tons forgiveness

thetho apology which beechek dic-
tated to moulton was as follows

interview with PDF D moultonMoulmoui tontou
cydearMy dear friend moulton I1 ask
through you theodore Til tons
forgiveness and I1 humble myself
before him as I1 do before my god
he would have been a better man
in my circumstances than I1have been I1 can ask nothing ex-
cept that cewillhe will remember allali the
otherothor 16 that would acheacile I1
will abt plead coif myself I1 even
wish that I1 were dead but others
must live totosusufferlteriter I1 will die be
fore any one bubutt myself should belae
inculcatedinculpated all my thoughts are
running out toward my friendsand
toward tilethe poor child lying there
and prayingMY ng with her folded hands
she is18 guiltlessguiltlesies I1 hned against and
bearbearingipg the transgression of
another I1 have humbly prayed
to god to put it into ahethe heart of
her 1husband to forgive mo I1
have trusted this to moulton in
confidence

H vl BEECHERdeecher
in the above document tilethe last

sentence and signature are in the
handband writing of the revnev henry
ward beecherbeech er

nth wrote
the following letter to a frigind at

st brooklyn jan-
uary rth IS187171 1

s dear friend
I1 A cruel conspiracy has len1beenen

fformedE against my husband in
mother and mrs beechbeeh

orer have been thothe chief actors

Your ri truly
elizabetneliwabeth R tostox 1

ACT thathat in the following
mouth moulton wishing to bind
tilton and beeckerbeecherbeecher by mutual ex-
pressionspressiOUS of a good spirit elicited
fromfrons them the following borreyborrescorres
pponordencedencer

BROOKLYNf
february ab 1871

11 my dear friend in several
conversations with you you have
asked about my feelings towards
beecher and yesterday you said
tilatiiathatthal the time had come when you
would like to receive from me an
expressexpressionlonion of this kind in writing
I1 say therefore very cheerfully
that notwithstandingits tan ding the great susuf-
fering which hobe has caused to ell-
zabeth

eli-
zabetheilzabethz and myself I1 bear him no
malice and shall do him no wrong
shall discountenance every project
by whomsoever proposed for any
exposure of his secret to the
public and if I1 know myself at all
shall endeavor to act towards mr
beecher asag I1 would have him in
similar circumstances towards me
I1 wish to add that your own good
offices in this case have led me to
a higher moral feeling than I1 might
otherwise have reached

ever yours aft
J THEODORE TILTON

c ttoitoto frank moultonmoultousons
on the same day beecher wrote

moultonMoulmoui tontou the followfollowingln0
february ath 1871

1 valtalmyy dear friend moulton 1
am kiadniadgladklad to send you a book ac

many many
friefriendslids has god raised up to me
but to noHO one of them has liehe ever
given an opportunity and wisdom
so to love me as you have you
have also proved theodores
friendfriendandand elizabeth is does god
look down from heaven on three
unhappier creatures and on three
that more need a friend than
these Is it not an intimation of
gods intent and mercy to all that
each one of these has in you a tried
and proven friend but only in
youageyou arearo we thus united wonwouldid to
god who orders allait hearts that by
hishla mediation theodore elizabeth
and I1 could be made friends again
theodore will have the hardesthardest
task in suchbuch a case but has he not
provedroved himself capable of the no-
blestElest things I1 wonder ifelizabeth
knows how generously liehe has car-
ried himselfhim selfseif toward me of course
I1 can never speak with her again
without lierher permission and I1 do
not know that even then it would
bebehestbest w

icermr moulton onoil thothe same day
asked tilton itif hohe would permit
beecher to addressaddrees a letterietterletterioto mm
tilton and tilton replied in the
affirmative whereupon beecher
wrote as follows

cc BROOKLYN february eth 1871
my dear mrsmm tiltiltonton
it whencahen I1 saw you last I1 did not

expect ever to see you again or to
be alive many days god
kinder to me than were my
Ahthoughts the friend whom
sent to me moulton has proved
abod all friends that I1 ever had
able and willing to help me in
terrible emergency my life is in
hisbis hand it was that that tied up
the storm that was ready to burst
on our heads there is no friend
theodore excepted who has it in
his power to serve you so vitally
and who will do it with such deli-
cacy and honor it does my sore
heart good to see in moulton an un-
feigned respect and honor for you
it would kill me if I1 thought other-
wise he will hebe as true a friend to

11I1 happiness as a broth-
er could be to a sister in him we
have a common friend you and
imayI1 may feel in time that the past is
ended but is there no future
may not this friend stand as a
priest in the new sanctuary of
reconciliationn and mediation
bless theodore and my most un-
happy self do not let my earnest-
ness fallfail of its end you believe in
my judgment I1 have put myself
wwhollyolly and gladly in Moul tons
hands and there I1 must meet you
this is sent with theodores con-
sent but he has not read it will
you return it to me by his own
hand I1 am very earnest in this
wish for all our sakes as such a let-
terte rought not to be subject to even
a chante ofa i

your unhappy friend
11llff W BEECHER2

thirteenth that about a year
after mrs Til tons conraconfessionon her
mind remained in the fixed opinion
that her criminal relations with
beecher had not been morally
wrongso strongly had lie impressed

her to the contrary but ai
a change took place in heihen boritcon-
victionsvictions on this subject as noted I1in
the following letter addaddressed bya
her to her husband

11 june 1871
it myIMY deardeab theodore todtodayto dayayi

ahrthroughong 1l the ministry of catherine
0gaunt a characterharbaracter of fiction
my eyes lavehave been opened for the
first time in my experience so thAI1 see clearly my siosip it was when
I1 knew that I1 waswag loved to suffer
it to growtgrow to Aa passpassionlonion A virtuous
woman should check instantly arrair
all absorbing lo10loveioveve but it appeared
tu me in suchsueh a disodisemalsemaise light thail
thought the love I1 felt and receiv-
ed coulbouliI1 harm no one not evenevan
yyouon I1 have believed this unfalter-
ingly

t 7

until four this after-
noon when a heavenly vision
dawned upon me and I1 see now as
I1 never saw before thothe wrong I1
have done you and hasten imme-
diately to ask your pardonbirdon with
penitence so sincere that deficehence-
forth itif reason remain you may
trust me implicitly oh my derdear
theodore though your opinions
are not restful or congenial to my
soul yet my own integrity oidand
purity are sacred and holy thinthingsax
bless god with me for catherineCatherhiegaunt for all sure of an
alloise and loving providence
yes now I1 feel quite prepared to
renew my marriage vow with you
andioand to keep it as the savior re
quinethququireirethtb who at theaho eye
and heart never before could I1
say this when you yearn toward
me with a true feeling be assured
of the tried purified and restored
love of t ELTZanethaanetra

mrs follows thothep above
letterietter with these

cccauly fth 18711671
11 obinoh my dear hushusbandbanabank aamayy

you never need the discipline of
being misled by a good wohwomanconlanWonlanian Aas1
I1 was byy a good man

nodate
it 1I would mourn 9greatly if nimyY

ilfelire was to be made known to fa z

ther his head would be bowed
indeedandeeld to thetho grave 3

and others in a similar tonetoile
11fourteenth that aboutagut onone

year after mrs Til tons confessionconfessibn
and about half a year after mr
beecherlBeecherschera confession of the sumebime
mrs V C woodhull then n total
stranger to tilton save that heilg
had been presented to iferlier in gonicom-
pany wrote in the world of mon-
day maydray 2220 1871 the following
statements namely

ill1 I know a man a public teacher
of eminence who lives in conconcu
birago with the wafe of another
pupublicblia teacher of almost equal em
indence and all three concur inlit
denouncing offences against moral-
ity I1 shall makert my business to
analyze some of these lives

signed
C

NEWv YORKyouk mayhlayblay 5

on the day ofef the publicationD of
the above card in thetho doridworld tilt-
on received from mrs Woo doull ay
request to call on imperative busibusl
ness at her office and going thitherthitlierller
a copy of thetile above card was put in
bhisis hand by mrs Wwoodhull who salsaisaidsaldd
tbat ttheh partleparties refereferredare itolloto ththereine reI1 n
wwelele the rev henrybenr ward beech-
er and the wife of theodore tiltontil ton
following this announcement mrs
woodhull detailed to tilton with
a vehement speech the wicked and
injurious story which sheshosh published
in the year following in itthe16

meanwhile tilton dedesiringstring totc
guard against any temptati-ontemptation to
mrsurs woodhull to publish the gross-
ly distorted version whichh shesho gave
to nand which she arteafterwardsawards
attributed to him he sought by
many personal services and kindly
attentions to influence her tosuehbuch
good will towards himself aandildlid
family as would remove all disposi-
tion or desire iliin her to afflict him
with such publications tilton g
efforts and associations with mrs
woodhull ceased iniii april 1872 andalid
six months afterwards namely
nov ad 1872 she published the
scandal which liehe hadllad labored torto
suppress

fifteenth that oilon the thirdabird
day thereafter the revnev thoma K
beecher ofelmiraeimira N V wrote agas
follows

11 nov athijtb 1872

ifmrsrs woodhullhulihuil only carries out
henrys philosophy against which
I1 recorded my protest twenty years
agongo al

sixteenth that in triantay 181873
thothe publication byoneby one of eblisBe s
partners of the tripartite covenantcovenants
between H C bowen H W

beecher and Ttheodoreeo 0 q til tonn led
theaasieresspress odtheof the countrylit y to chchargearge
thaiha T itah hadhadbad committed against
alieelide icheichel some heinous wrong
which beecher had pardoned4
whereas it was the reverse to
remedy ththisIs falsefaise public imbres
pion mr moulton requested beech-
er td prepare a suitable eardtard re
leasing Tilton from this injustice
in aanswervat toio this request baechlbeecherf
pleaded his embarrassmentsembarrassments willwhichch

apteplopreventedpresented his saying anything
wl thouabrin gin f
dicion tiltonulton then proposed to

I1prepareprepare a card of hisbis own contain-
ing a few linesiines fromfrom the recently
quoted apology for the purpose of
showinghowing that beecher instead of
hayinghaving hadbad occasion to forgive tili
ton iad had occaoccasionglongion to be forgiven
by him

Beechbeechererthenthen wrote a letterietter to
moultonMbulton chichonwh ichon being shown to
tilton waswaa successful in appealing
to Til tonstona feelings beecher saldfald
underunald datadat of scindasundayy morning
junejund 1873 L i r

my ddear61I1r frfrankankanu
am dkdetermined 6to make no

theodores tenitem
bf1414ly such that ahw

evenevem if temporarily saved would
be absolutely worthless and render
melmeifellableme liablelable at any day to be obliged
to stultify allali the devices by which
we lifavehave savedravedsayedfayedraved ourselves it
is18 onlyfonlk fair that belle should
knows that the publication of
the card which he proposed
would leave him worse off than
before the agreement viz the tri-
partite covenant which wwasis made
after my letter through you to hinichim
viz the apology was written he
hadbad had it a year he hadhud condoned
hisha cifes faultfaulty he had enjoined
upon me with thetha utmost earnest
nessnew nandand solemnity not to betray
hishib wifewino nor leave his children to
blighblightli with such a man as this
herephere 14i no possible salvation for
anyA that depend upon him with
artrimapa strongtrim nature he does not know
how to I1governiagolovernvernitit thereTherel is no use
trying tfurtherfurther I1 have a strong
feeling upon me andsand it brings meine
grgreatat peace that I1 am spending
pay last sunday anuand preaching my

ir the hopelessness ofspirit which
the foregoing letter portrayed on
thethee part of its writer led tilton to

frere consider thethey position of defend-
ing himself at the costcoat of proproducingdueing
iimiserynike to beecher which

by tilton to allow the pre-
vailingvavaivalI1ling calumniescalumealumnies against himshimselfelfeif
to go unanswered waswat further
strengthened bby themhd following note

i recinoilreceivedcelved by himhink two days theretheren
aftenafter from thetheoffice ot the editor of
Beechefs journal

11 junth 1873
L

t my dear theodore maysay I1 tell
you frankly that saw you

hieam to me to be
the who inspired
my warm gomanyso many years
agolagai youyoi weregere yielding toantonnto-an actt
whichwkilch I1 could notnol help think-
ing wouldwoula a bt0 dishonorable

nudpudaillaili although it is
meirle tu ninkefake everyovery allow-

ance for the tanceap that had
wrought foto suc ll11 4 frenzy I1

blocked uyaly dear
theodorTheoThepdovdorp ietlet ineineasaapan old friend

aruwrungtig your
jufieringsuffering and sorrow tell you

thaiha wereaero then acting ignobly
and tathat you can nevennever have true
peace of mind till you conquer your-
selfeif and dismiss all purpose and
thought of injuring theman who has
wrongeddyjoujoaqu of all promises our
lips can irafra1

are so sacred asaa
those we make to those who have
abjuredinjured us and whom we have pro-
fessedfe to forgive and they are sa-
credr justlistI1 in proportionroportion asaa their vio-
lation

vio-r
lation would work injury to thorethose
tt whom they are made you
cannot paint top black tbthe1e wrongs
you I1hasehave14 qe suffered on that point I1
make no pleapiea in abatement but I1
beg you to remember that nothing
can change tho law anichwillell makes
forgive ipeife 41 abidam 1 godlike

prayed for you night and
flay with strong crying and tearsteara
beseeching god to restrain you
fronfrom wronging yourselfby violat
ing your solemn engagementsg to-
night I1 awam happy in the thoughtC

that you have been preserved from
cocommitting an act which I1 so
much dreaded

liiiiietvalit a letter written by beecher
in order to bobe shown to tilton
beechenbeecher spoke as follows

0noo man cancarl see the difficulties
that en viroil mome unless ha stands
heherheterreIrel db to ralyaily that ibaveI1 hav e a

edh ohms hands Is simple
to have hundreds and

thousands off men pressing me
each one with his keenkeer suspicion

orer anxiety or zeal jo see ththee ten-
denciesdeldenciescles which if not stop
would breakbreak out into rumorsrumors arddarid
to stop them without seeming
to do it to prevent any one
questguestquestioningionin g me to incelmeet and
allay prejudices against tilton
which had their beginnings years
before to keep serene as if not
aladinalarmeded or disturbed to bebb cheer-
ful at home and among friends
when I1 am sumsuffieringsuffering the torments
of the damned to pass sleepless
nights often and yet come fresh
and prepared for all thithis
may be talked about but thetile real
thing cannot be understoodtood from
the outside forpor it is wearing and
grinding on the nervous system 1

in still another letter written
for the same purpose as thetile above
mr beecherbeech er said

cc iflif my destruction would please
him mrnir tilton all riglnighthightit that
shallshaiI1 not stand in the way I1 am
willing to step down and out linoino
one can offer more ththanin that andalid I1
offer the sacrifice without hesita-
tion if you can clearly see your way
to his safety and happiness thereby
in one point of view I1 could desire
the sacrifice on my part but nothing
cancall possibly tobe so bad as the power
of the great darkness in which I1
spend much of my time I1 look
uponapon death as sweeter far than any
friend I1 have in the world life
would be pleasant ialif I1 could see
that rebuilt which is shattered but
to live on the sharp and ragged
edge ofanxiety remorse fear and
despair and yet to put on the ap-
pearancepearance 0off serenity and happiness
cannot be endured much longer I1
am well nigh discouraged if you
cease to trust me and to love me I1
am alone I1 do not know any pr
son in the world to whom I1 could
go I1

tilton yielded to the abobo
quoted and other similar letters
and made no self defence against
the public odium which attached
to him unjustly

seventeenth that the marrIttmarriagege
union between mr and mr
tilton until broken by beech
er was of more than common har
mony affection and mutual reres
peet their house and household
were rregarded for years by allali their
guests as an ideal house As an
evidence of the feeling and spirit
which this wife entertained for her
husband uptip to the time of her cor-
ruptionn by beecher the following
letterietter by mrs tilton written only
a few months before her lossiose of
honor will testify

tuesday morning
jan ath 18681668

mypils beloved dontdort you know
ththatat the peculiar phase of chistchhist
charcharacteracte r as a lover is so prepreciousclouscious to
me because in my consecration
and devotion to you I1 learn totd loveioveoe
you from my love to him ap
have learned to loveiove himbim fromfroin
ing you I1 couple you with
nor do effielI1 feel it one whit Iirevereve
andA nd as03 every day I1 dornadorn axm
consciously as a bride to mwnivio
bridegroom so in like mann r i
lift imploreimploringImp loriiori ng hands that mynas auoue 11

I1loveioveoveote mamayy be prepared 1I with theth
1littleittle girls after you left us with
overflowing eyes and heaheartsarts conse-
crated ourselves to our work and to

a last
night were of you my rising
thoughts this morning were of you
I1 bless you and I1 honor and love
you god sustain us and helheihelpheippilsus
both to keep our vows

caA number of other letterslettersallsalinilniiall
professing the greatest love and
devotion of mrs tilton to her liushus
band are appended they show
that a christian wife loving her
husband to the extreme dugreedegree
above set forth cocoulduld only have
been severed from the path of recti-
tude by artful and powerful per-
suasionOD clothed in phrases of reli-
gion and enforced by strong appeals
from her chief Christichristlallali teacher
and guidegulde

eighteenth that the story pur-
porting to explain beecherBeecherl bi apolo-
gy as having been written because
he had offendedonnetoffer ded mr tilton by en-
gaging his wifewiro in a project of

I1 separation from herhei husband is
false as will be seen by the follow-
ing letter written only three days
after the date of the apology

january fth 1871
it mrair francis D moulton

arynrymyafy dear friend intrl regard to
your question whether I1 have over
isought0u litlil a separationreparation from my hus-i bus-i hus-
bandbangd I1 indignantly deny that such
was everevel the fact as I1 have denied
it a hundred times before the
story that f wanted a sparseparationatlon
was fta deliberate falsehood coined
by my poor mother who said shoshe

icontooncontinuedlinued on page


