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When the Father and the Son ap-
peared to Joseph, the Son told .Joseph
that he was not to go after any of the
churches in the world. Why? DBecause
they were not accepted of God. He
gaid they had nll gone out of the way;
they had departed from the true order
of God that was established in olden
times. 'Therefore, when this Church
was established on the earth It was
organlzed as the only Church of
Christ on earth. Now we recoghnlze the
fact that there are many good people
in all the different religious denomina-
tions, and jfust as good people in
heathendom—among those who do not
believe in Jesus Christ and do not know
of Him at all. We recognize the good
that exista everywhere. We recognize
the truth that exists everywhere. That
which ia true is part of our religion; for
it embraces all truth. Our Church is
truth’s magnet; truth from anywhere
and everywhere Is attracted by it
<comes to it, asslmilates with {t, has an
aftinity with It, Truth from every
source is recognized by our Church.
Another thing: We are wllling to let
eminent persons of other denomina-
tions, If they are respectable, appear
in our public congregations and talk
to us. Why? Because we think that
we may be turted, possibly, from our
way and adopt some other way? Not
at all; but to show Lthat we do not fear
comparison with other denominations;
we do not fear the truth, no matter
where it may come from. If Cathollc-
ism has any truth that we have not,
we will be glad to have [ It
Protestantiam has any Lruth that we
have not, we welcome It. If Moham-
medanism has any truth that we have
ot yet learned, we will be pleased to
get it. If truth should come from any
part of the world that we have not
yet ohtalned. we will recelve it and re-
joice in it. We are not afrald to com-
pare our Church with any other church.
We are not afraid for our people to
hear ministers of other denominations;
and if they can convey to us anything
that is of profit, we are glad to have fit.
We welecome the good that comes from
every source; and we believe that all
good and all truth come down
from the “IPather of light.'” But with
Him '‘there is no variableness, nor even
a shadow of turning. " He ls the aame
mlways. He always was a God of
revelation, and He always wiil be a
God of revelation. And when people
seek 10 Him, they can find Him; when
they ask, they can receive; when they
knogk. the door ¢an be opened unto
them, aand it is opened 10 every: one
who asks In the proper way.

When the Lord revesaled the Gospel
to His servant, Joseph Smith, and gave
him power, by the gift of God,to trans-
late the Boek of Mormon from the
hierogiyphics upon the pilates which
he obtained from the hands of the
angel, the Lord Inspired him for this
work for tthe last days and for the
slaat time; and the promise was given
that the truth now revealed should
never be taken away again. The prom-
vise was given that the authority of
the-Priesthood restored to earth should
-never he taken away again, but it
should remain here, hecause Lhis |s
‘'the dispensation of the fulneas of
times, In the which,” Paul sakd, “God
would gather In one all things that are
in Him. both In the heavens and on
.the earth.” The dispensation of the ful-
-nesa of times! That was a mystery that
Paul sald God had made known to
him. that in the dlspensation of the
fulness of times all should be gathered
.in one. Now, our testimony lis, that
thizs is that dispensation:; that it has
been commenced on the earth; that it
.will stay here; that it will accomplish
the work that God has set it to do:
that no power beneath the eternal

our friend this afternoon;
turn away from the truth;
Church will abide, the truth will re-
maln, and the Gospel will be preached
to every nation,and kKindred,and tongue
and peopie. The honest in heart
everywhere will be attracted towards
this Gospel. Those who have stamlna
encugh to come out from the world.
in apite of all obstacles,
all they may have to sacrifice in accept-
Ing the truth, will receive a testimony
from God to their own souls that they
have recelved the truth; and they wiil
gather with the people of God,
help to bulld up Zlon, and to estab-
lish Christ's kingdom on the earth.
The elect will be gathered from the
four winds, the kingdom of our God
will be establlshed, and the kingdom
of our God will prevail and spread over
the face of all the earth, and all the
words of the Prophets concerning it
will be fulfilled,

When the Apostleship was restored,
and the principles of the Gospel as
taught by the anclent Apostles were
made known In the Church, and the
Church was organized after the primi-
tive pattern, the promise was given by
the Lord in this way: “Go ye out
and preach the Gospel to every crea-
ture. And let my servants who go
forth from this hour take neither pursc
nor scrip; but let them go forth de-
pending upon me, and I will open up
the way before them; and a halr of
thelr heads shall not fall to the ground
unnoticed, ‘Whosoever shall feed
them, and clothe them, and give them
money, the same is my disciple. And
uporr whomasoever they pronounce a
blessing, they shall be blessed. Go ye
forth, baptizing with water In the
name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghoat; and lay your
hands upon the persons who are thus
baptized, and they shall receive the
Holy Ghost., And signs shall follow
them that believe. In my name, they
shall speak with new tongues. they
shall cast out devils, they shall heal
the sick; and all the gifts pertaining
to the Holy Ghost shail be given to
them,as a witness and a testimony that
they have received the truth.”” Now,
men might go out and profess to have
this authority; but they could not con-
fer the Holy Ghost. They might bap-
tize, they mlght lay hands upon peo-
ple; but it s God who gives the Holy
Ghost. Man cannot bestow it, except as
he is eommanded of God and is used as
His Instrument. Now, here are peo-
ple in these mountain valleys, dwell-
ing throughout the length and breadth
of Utah, the vast maljorlty of whom
have come from the various countries
of the world where this Gospel has
been preached. Our simple Elders,
going forth in faith, and ciothed with
thia authority, have aatd to the people:
“1f you will belleve in the Lord Jesus
Christ; if you will repent of your sins
{by real repentance with a determina-
tion to forsake sin and turn from
wickedness and to serve (30d), and if
vou will be baptized for the remisalon
of sins, we will promise you that you
shall receive the Holy Ghost—the same
Holy Ghost that the anclent Prophets
had, the same Holy Ghost that min-
fatered on the day of Pentecost, the
same Holy Ghost that was in the
primitive Christlan Church and was
manifested in the various gifts and
blessings spoken of [n the New Testa-
ment; you shall have that spirit, and
you shall know for Yyourselves, by
the witness thereof, that you are ac-
cepted of God and that you have re-
celved the truth'” The Elders have
gone to various nations im thls way.
and have made this promise, and
nearly all the people who dwell in these
mountain valleys are living witnesses
of the truth of their mission.
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men may ent churches In modern Chrlstend0m
but the| have gone out of the way.

God Aj.
mighty has said they have _al) Zone
out of the way, and that they are not
accepted of him. "They draw npear t
me with their mouths; they honor o
with thelr lips, while thefr hearts m_e
far from me; and their fear towargd mg
Is taught by the precepts of men, not
by the power and demonstration of
the Holy Ghost. Therefore, they are
not my Church.’' The Lord thus eg
tallishes His Church on the earth Ir-\
the last days and for the last time, and
sends out His servants In all the wor)g
Le bear this witness,

This is my testimony: I know that
this Church is true. I know it hy the
witness of the Holy Ghost. Whep I
was a boy I heard the Gospel Preachegd
and I believed the testimony, bew“sé
I had been trained to believe jp the
New Testament and the Old Tegsty .
ment. But I went to God and asked
Him to gulde me; not to suffer mea to
be led astray. I was the only one of
the family to which I belonged whe
agcepted the Gospel, and I had to spe.
rifice my kindred, my surroundings
my prospects in life, 80 far as tempgr.
alities were concerned; but I became
convinced in all My so0ul that this way
the truth, and I went and was bap-
tizved. Then hands were laid upon me
and the Holy Ghost entered my soy;.
not by any physical convulsion of
body, but the light of God shone into
my soul as elearly to my spirit as the
sun glves me llght in my eyes, Ang
I know that that Spirit has been with
me from that tlme, through all my ex-
perience now for about forty-ejghy
years in the Church. Wherever I hgvy.,.
been, in any part of the world, that
Spirit has been with me to prompt me.
That Spirit hasg revealed t0 me the
things of God. That Spirit has shown
me that which I should do, ang that
which I should not do. And “"hEnever
I have hearkened to that " atil) smal]
voice™ I have been right; whenevey 1
have not, I have been wrong. [ Know
by that Spirit that this ls thé Chureh
of Christ. I know It wiil endure for.
ever. I know that every curse heapeq
upon it will turn to its blessing =~
know that.every weapon that is formeq
against [t will furn upon the framer
I know thls work will prevall ang 1£
will spread over all the earth; for God
Is in It and with It. It is the Chuyreh
of God; it is the Church of Christ; it ju
the Church of the Holy Ghost. The
power and the Apostleship and minig-
try of Christ Jesus are in the Chyreh
and will never be taken away agajp.

In bearing this testimony we do not
say anything against the good that cap
be done by anybody in any church:
bul we say that their organizations are
vain, as far as God I= concerned: that
their adminlstrations are void, and
without authority. We say that if g
man administers in the name of the
Father, and of the Bon, and of the
Holy Ghost, he does wrong unless he
has heen appolnted by the Father, and
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, to use
their names. If he has not been, then
he uses these sacred names in wvain,
and God wlill not hold him guijltleas.
We say that God has given this au- -
thorlty to thig Church, and it (g here,
and will stay here. They may kill our
Prophets and Apostles, as they slew
Jogeph Smith, the Prophet, and his
brother Hyrum, the Patriarch: but
that will make no difference to the
Church. The Church is s0 organized
that all the powers, gifts, spirit and
influences that rested upon the leaders
of the Church in the beginning have
heen conferred upon others. Twelve
Apostles were chosen, and they were
ordained to the Apostleship. The spirit
of the Apostleshlp has been with them,
and is with those who hold it today.



