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I1 feel thankful that I1 have the
privilege of assembling in this tab-
ernacle with my friends the latter
day saints to partake of the lordlordsIssupper the emblems of his body
and blood his body which was
broken for us and hisHia blood which
was shed for us I1 regardard this as a
great privilegege wilewhileN meeting
with the sitsaints upon occasions of
this kind I1 often reflect upon their
spiritual condition and hope and
prayefty that those of us who are thus
savoredfavored tote commemorate the death

and sufferings of our lord and sa-
vior by partaking of the sacrament
maysomay BO live that we may be worthy
to eatcat and drink with him at the
great marriage supper of the lamb
in company with the prophets and
patriarchs and saints of godgodotof form-
er and latter days whom the father
hath given unto him those who
have obeyed the law received the
truths of the gospel and kept his
commandments

I1 wish to say to the latter day
saintssainto that every man holding the
holyboly priesthood every man called
to preside over the church or any
branch of it is dependent upon the
lord for his holy spirit to guide
and sustain him we have found
the exhortation of the savior to the
apostles of his day appice to our
own labors and
he said and when they bring
you unto the synagogues and unto
magistrates and powers take nodo
thought how or what ye shall
mowanswer or what ye shall say for
the molyholy ghost shall teach you in
theahe sameiame hour what ye ought to

y l we differ frommakay many people
in this regard we very often call
upon the elderselden from among the
congregation to come to the stand
to speak without any preparation
we all in a measure occupy this
sameflame position before our fellow men
I1 never know when appearing
before an assembly of the saints
what I1 may say to them I1 leave
entirely all these matters with the
and if the lord gives me noth-
ing I1 shall certainly have but very
little to say to the people and this
is the positionon that the elders are
placed inn as teachers in israel my
feelingsn and views are that the
fjord never did have a people from
rattier adam to the present time
that were called upon to build up
mehie kingdom and establish his
ajon in the world or to preach the
gospelgoepel off repentance to the children
of men but what they were de-
pendentrdent entirely upon the god of
heavenayen for their support

the lord has told us by revela-
tion to speak as we may be moved
upon by the holy ghost when a
man speaks as he is moved upon by
the holy spirit what he says is the
wordvoid of the lord it tois the mind of
the urdlord it is scripture it is theile will of the lord it is the power of
god unto ealsalvation to every one that

believes why because the holy
ghost is one of the personages of the
godhead god the father and god
the son possess tabernacles and
god himself has created man after
his own image but the holy ghost
is a personage of spirit which bears
witness of the father and sonron unto
the children of men

with regard to the rights of the
human family I1 wish to say that
god has given unto all of his chil-
dren of this dispensation as he
gave unto all of his children of
previous bisp individual
agency this agency has always
been the heritage of man under the
rule and government of god he
possessed it in the heaven of heav-
ens

beav-
ens before the world was and the
lord maintained and defended it
there against the aggression of
lucifer and those that took sides
with him to the overthrow of
lucifer and one third part of the
heavenly hosts by virtue of this
agency you and I1 and all mankind
are made responsible beings respon-
sible for the course we pursue the
lives we live the deeds we do in the
body I1 will repeat here what I1 have
often remarked as the words and
sentiments of the prophet joseph
who once declared it in my hearing
said he ifI1 were ruler or emperor
of the world and I1 had power over
the whole human family I1 would
make every man woman and child
free in the enjoyment of his or her
religion be that religion whatever
it may these are my sentiments
all people under heaven by virtue
of their agency whether living un-
der a republican a monarchical or
any other form of government are
entitled to religious freedom to wor-
ship god according to the dictates
of their own conscience they being
helohela accountable to god alone for
the use they make of their agency
and while we as a community
accord this right and privilege to
man the world over we claim the
same right ourselves for we pro-
fess to believe in the fullness of the
gospel of jesus christ which god
has revealed through the ministra-
tions of angels sent unto the serv-
ants of god in the dispensation I1inn
which we live it was made known
to john the revelator and to others
of the prophets and apostles that
in the last days among the many
great events which were to take
place before the coming of the son
of man the everlasting gospel
would be restored to the earth Aref-
erring to this event the apostle
says and I1 saw another angel
fly in the midst of heaven having
the everlasting gospel to preach
unto them that dwell on the earth
and to every nation and kindred
and tongue and people saying
with a loud voice pearfear god
and give glory to him for
the hour of his judgment is come
As latter day saints we believe that
angels visited joseph smith whom
god raised up and delivered unto
him the foulness of the gospel and
that he was ordained under the
hands of heavenly messengers who
held the keys of the holy priesthood
and also theme priesthood after the
order of aaron

nearly sixty years have pawedpassed

and gone since this church was or-
ganizedganized it has fallen to my lot to
be associated with this people for the
last 56 or 57 years of my life I1
traveled with joseph smith and the
apostles and with many who are
now in the spirit world hundreds
and thousands of miles laboring for
the salvation of our fellow men
we are very differently situated to-
day from what we were in the early
days of this church we now oc-
cupy permanentperm aDent homes in the val-
leys of these rocky mountains
I1 came here with brigham
young when the country was a
barren desert the record of our
lives for the last forty years during
which time we have been here is
before the world as history the
aim and object of our lives today are
what they were in the beginning
namely the building up of the
kingdom of god upon ugthet e earth
and I1 wish to bear my testimony to
the latter day saintssainta and to the
world that this gospel of the king-
dom which the angel of god de-
livered unto joseph smith will be
preached as a witness to all the
world before the end come it is the
same gospel that was preached by
christ and the Apostle sand which
the jews rejected there is but one
gospel plan of salvation and it is
eternal and everlasting in its char-
acter it cannot be perverted or
changed with impunity hence the
apostle paul has said in this con-
nectiontion though we or an angel
from heaven preach any other gos-
pel unto you than that which we
have preached unto you let him be
accursed what was the gospel
taught by paul and by peter
james and john the first princi-
ple of the gospel they taught was
faith in god the next was repent-
ance of sins and then baptism for
the remission of sins jesus him-
self was baptized of john that he
might fulfilfulfill all righteousness be-
cause baptism was a righteous iwlaw
and one of the ordinances of the ever-
lasting gospel at first john de-
clinedclined to baptize the savior recog-
nizing the fact that he was without
sinmin and that baptism was for the re-
mission

e
of sin but jesus answer-

ing said suffer it to be so now for
thus it comethbe us to fulfilfulfill all
righteousness and he baptized
the savior and redeemer of the
world As soon as this ordinanceordinanm
was attended to the heavens ac-
knowledged the act by the manifes-
tation of the holy ghost and the
next ordinaordinanceee after baptism is the
laying on of hands for the reception
of the holy ghost this was the
gospel taught by the apostles while
they lived the holy ghost gave
unto men a testimony that jesus was
indeed the christ the redeemer of
the world and it was a guide to
their feet and a lamp to their pathth
during their whole lives there
church at first was organized upon
the foundation of apostles and
prophets christ jesus being the
chief corner stone we are told that
christ has set in the church first
apostles secondarily prophets 212 1

that he gave some apostles and
some Pprophetsbets and some evan-
gelistsge lists andan some pastors and teach-
ers and they were to be standing


