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existed and have been practiced from
thithe days of the apostles of jesus up to
the present it was only by assimilat-
ing itself to the pagan practices and
adopting heathen customs and ceremo-
nies that any form of christianity was
able to prevail or to maintain itself
apparently every man that professed
to navehave revelation from god was killed
until all those who had the pure author-
ity from god disappeared from among
men and corruptionscorruptions of an indescrib-
able character have existed from that
day until the present time god with-
drew the priesthood from among men
the men who bore it were slain and
taken back to heaven and the priest-
hood

t
remained there until the lord

condescendedcon descended to send messengers from
the eternal world to restore it once more
to the children of men upon I1thehe earth
the authority to administer the ordi-
nance of baptism the authority to lay
on hands for the reception of the holy
ghostsghost the authority to organize the
church of christ to guide it and to
receive revelations for the church that
authority had to be restored and we
testify ththitthatit it has been restored in our
day and is once more upon the earth
and the ordinances of life and salvation
are administered with an dutauthorityhority re-
cognized of god

hence the change that has taken place
in the last sixty years A new thing is
seen in the earth an organization
exists that is similar in every respect to
the organization in the days of the
apostles of jesus an organization pos-
sessing the same officers claiming the
same authority teaching the same doc
trine administering the same ordinances
and that which is most glorious to con-
template having the same blessings and
kotfis00 ffollowinglowingol the administration of the
ordinances men and women by the
thousands receiving a testimony from
godcod that their sins are remitted by the
ordinance of baptism as administered
unto them and testifying also that they
have received the gift of the holy ghost
under the administration of these men
who are the servants of god we have
this before us today it is not a chimera
it is not somethingtoom ething that is fanciful it is
tangible before our eyes that we can
see and examine and test for ourselves
and it is not a cunningly devised fablebable
those who become members of the
church are wittiwitnessesesses for god testifying

t this isiq true and that they have
received these blessings as they have
been promise dand as they read of them
in the scriptures

but let me again
salvation confined to these ordinances
and principles totc I1 have referred
NO if we could understand it as it is
the planalan of salvation embraces every
thing that belongs to men in the flesh
otton the earth in the mind of our god
tthereere isis no distinction between that
whichMI ch is spiritual and that which is
temporal he uses this phrase in rev-
elationselations to us because he adapts him-
self to our condition and to our mode
of looking at affairs but with him there
I1iss no distinction between tehitemporal and
spiritual things there is no distinction
between spiritual salvation of course
mnwithath some quaqualification and temptemporalorai
salvation our bodies are as dear in the
sight of god as our spirits our spirits
cannot be separated from our bodies to
have us perfect the body and the
spirit are the soul of man not the spirit
alonealone not the body alone but the body
and the spirit and god gives reve

lations for the temporal salvation of his
children that is for the salvation of
their bodies and they are as important
in their place as his revelations concern-
ing their spirits hence it is that the
latter day saints are a practical people
we have offended the religious world
because we deal so much in temporal
things and speak so much about them
as though they were a part of salvation
well we view them as being a part of
salvation butbat it gives offense to many
and they think that it is improper for
men who are ministers of religion to
meddle with such things we have had
that to contend with from the beginbeginningnin
especially since we gathered togtogetherether
it has been necessary that there should
be care bestowed upon the temporal
salvation of the people and the leaders
of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints have been animated by the
spirit of god to do this and to provide
by counseling in the greatest wisdom
that they could obtain for the deliver-
ance of the people from evils which
threatened them in early days in these
valleys this was recognized more than it
is at the present time various causes
have operated to produce changes in
this respect some of which I1 think
very unhappy there was a time when
it was absolutely necessary that the peo-
ple should be counseled upon many
points which affected their temporal
salvation As I1 have said everything
that belongs to mans existence on the
earth and to his existence hereafter is a
part of the gospel there is no truth
that does not belong to the plan of
salvation you canootcannot get outside of
that plan and think well this is some-
thing that does not pertain to the gos-
pel 11 if it be a truth pertaining to the
starry heavens if it be a truth concern-
ing chemistry if it be a truth in relation
to the formation of the earth or what
we are pleased to term geology if it be
a truth in physics in mechanics or a
truth of any kind it belongs to god the
eternal father and to the system of sal-
vation that he has revealed I1itt was a
truth and a most important truth that
men in the days of noah should be
warned that there was a flood coming
it had been predicted according to re-
velation years and years centuries it
may be said before it came enoch
knew of it in his record he has left a
knowledge of it which god gave to
him it was revealed to him that the
flood was coming upon the earth and
that man would be destroyed because of
his wickedness and that it was reserved
for one of his descendants to start as it
were a new creation that was an im-
portant truth if the inhabitants of the
earth at that time had received it it
would have saved them it was a part
of the plan of salvation at that time and
was revealed for the purpose of saving
the inhabitants of the earth if they
would accept it it was a truth connect-
ed with salvation that the israelites
should flee out of egypt we are not
told how many there were that did not
obey that cry in fact many suppose
that all did I1 do not think so know-
ing human nature as I1 think I1 do and
having seen illustrations inin our experi-
ence concerning these things I1 would
not be surprised if we should yet learn
that hundreds perhaps thousands of
israelites refused to obey the command
of the lord through moses and remain-
ed with the fleshpotsflesh pots in egypt but
whether this isis so or not makes no par-
ticular difference to us now it certainly

was a part of the plan of salvation that
they should leave egypt at that time
and be delivered from the thrathralldomadom in
which they were and lay the foundation
of a new order of things in the holy
land as it has since been called so it
has been from that time until the pres-
ent god has revealed various matters
to his servants and counseled them to
do certain things and prophets have
been raised up who have counseled
kings and rulers and who have told
them what to do and how to do in order
to escape threatened evils in their
battles in their famines and in various
events righteous men have stood up in
the land who enlightened by the spirit
and revelations of god have been en-
abled to counsel these ruling men and
this counsel has proved salvatsalvationign to
those who accepted it so it has been
in our day it is a part of salvation to-
day

the lord has revealed the gathering
in one sense it is not an ordinance of
the gospel but it is a command of god
which when obeyed results in salvationgod commanded his servants to teach
this doctrine to the inhabitants of the
earth and to inspire them with a dispo-
sition to gather together and confirma-
tory of the teachings of his servants he
poured out upon those who received the
Cgospelaspelospel the spirit of gathering this
spirit filled them and they had the tes-
timony concerning gathering justfust as
theyther had regarding the other require-
ments of the gospel how many
thousands there are who can recall how
this spirit of gathering burned in their
bones and in their hearts how they felt
concerning it their yearning desire to
gather with the saints otof god and
everything that had been dear to them
before in connection with their surround-
ings lost its attraction and their eyes
were turned to zion they wanted to
go where the servants of god were to
listen to their voices to be in their pre-
sencesence to receive of their teachings and
to rejoice in the spspiritt of the gospel in
the place which Ggod had appointed I1
say how many thousands are there
throughout these valleys who had that
feeling and who can recall it and in
times when the spirit of god rests upon
them and their hearts are softened weepI1with tears of joy because god in his
infinite goodness and mercy gave them
that spirit and then provided the means
by which they were enabled to carry out
the desires of their hearts

it is a part of the plan of salvation to
us that we should gather together we
should not scatter the spirit otof scat-
tering I1 want to say to you latter day
saints is not the spirit of the gospel of
the son of god there seems to be a
growinggro wing disposition among us to scatterwe hear of some good valley or some
good region afar off that we think we
could live easier in the climate is
better perhaps the facilities for living
are better thethe inducement of one kindkin
and another are more attractive and we
want to draw off and go0 there the
first presidency of the churchchurch has this
to meet occasionally letters are writ-
ten to us in which the great advantages
of such and such places are set forth
now I1 want to say to you that this is
not right the spirit of the gospel is a
spirit of gathering causing those who
possess it to gather and to cling togethertogethe
that chev may build up zion whathat isis
zion we are told that it is the pure in
heart god wants to have a pure


