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The BOOK of MORMON

An Addres by ELDER MATHONIAH THOMAS. in
.T_l:e':Salt‘_Lal‘(e' Tabernacle, Sunday. August 3, 1908.

BT

; My - brathven © and = sisters  and

friends, 1 trust that I shall be sus-

~tainod by thp Spiviefof the Lord. while
nddressing vou this afternoon.

To those of the Latter-day Saints
Swho are presents that avhich Loshall
rend will mot he new. but T trust that
the Articles ofif Ealth, swhich T° shall
pend, wiil beof dnterest” to those of
~our friendg-avhaare not of ocur faith:
IO T canigel tho-Spirit of the Almighty
10 guide me in-my utterances, T de-
sire to 'gpeak upon one s partieular
artiele of - fatth. o Mhese wetleles  of
1ihe I'u]l.h were proparci; by Joseph
Smith so as o give a suceinet state-
mient of what llm' Latter-day. Saints.
belisve (in They are not-long, so [
shall-not weary you with much read-
dngEEy : s )

W believe “in God,” ‘the  Eternal
Tather, and In ITi8 Bon Jesus Christ,.
Candidnithe Holy Ghost, . :
“Wa ‘helleve  that men will = he
punished  for thelr own ‘sing and not

" for Adam’s tranggression,

COMWe bellexe - that, o through  the
atonement of Christ, all mankind may
~he suved, by obediencéo to the lnws and
ordinances of the gospeli’ b

S MW Baelleve | thato the | first) prin-

celplescandordinnnées  of - the  posped

aray CIRst faith inithe. Lord Jesus
Chrigt; © gecond, repentance;  third,
baptism ' byviimmaorsion for the remis-
sion, of sinsg;  fourth,
hands forcthe gift of the Holy Ghost.
“We helieve that. a man must be
called of Glod “by ‘nrophecy, and by
thelaying on of hands,’ by those who
carve inoauthorityto preach the gospel

“and ‘administer in:  the' ovdinances

sthare ol sialinrnierig G :

fWe belleve inthe kame orgunizio-
tlon’ that existed” In  the primitive
chutch; namely, = dposties, prophets,

L pastors, fenchers, évangelists, ato.!
Hore,  perhiaps, the Lattor-day

Saints begin to widen' (n their differ-

Shences fronm the fuiths of other peo=-
o) 2 P : ;

ST may also’ say that the principles

which I have referred to'ag the “First

principlesitiare sametimes regarded as
nou-essentiald==nol, however, by the

Latter-day sSalints. 00f oo o

S We hellbve In the glft' of tongues,

_prophecy, revelation, visions, healing,

“dnterpretation of tongued, ote.

SMWat belleve the BEible to be o the

coavordiof God, as far ax ibiis teanklated

Ceotrectly: we also believe the . Book

Yof Mormon to:he the word of God,

ChEwal beljave all Cthat sGod has re-

Cvealed; all sthat he docs now' revedl,

Sand - we believe: that he will yot re-

“wvenl many great and important things

portaining to the Kingdom of God.

SWedihelleve dn thyy Jditeral gathev=

S pg of Tsrael and in the restaoration of

Cothe! Ten diribes. - Mhat Zion il he

Cpudlt upon-this-—the American~"'con-

tinent,  That Christ awlll relgn per-;

“osonally unonsthe eapeth, and that the
enrth il : 1 and: receive

1ts paradigichl” glori, =0 %

W tWe elaimithe i ilegerofaworship-
Angt Almighty Godcaccording to. the
dictates of our:congelencd, fand wllow

6 saine privileges let them

T Frows wherd, Contwhat they

Amuy. Wk e -

ckinwa dihelieve Cdn Ubeing subject  to]
Xings, ‘presidents; rulers and smogiss
trates, in: obeying; honoring ‘and sus-
taining the luw.
We pelieve in heing honest, true,!
chaste, benevolent, ivirtuous, and:in
doing ‘mood:to allomon; indeed, we
may say that.we follow the admoni=
tion  of Pahal,” “We belleve all things.
Jave hape all things:! we have endured
“many things, ‘and: hope 1o be ahle to

A andure all Cthings: If there is any-

‘i thing virtuons, lovely, or of] good re-
port, s or- pralseworthy, we scek after
these things.'

‘Now, {f there be any creed, this 1€

thie creed of ‘the Latter-diy Saints;

1His, in general and in brief, covers
the faith of the' Laiter-day Salnts

(CHARACTERISTIC BELILE IN
BOOIK OF MORMON.
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2 “Towishy to read
shelieve the Bible to
“of God o ag lHr as it. is. trans:
Iated corrvectly: o weo also believe
" the Book of Mormon to be the word of
Gad.:: - L there s ‘one - thing “which
‘characterizes the Latter-day  Siints
apart from the other Christian sects,
At s that: they beliéve in the Book off
CAformon. Tt has been variously called
the: “Golden - Bible,? “Alobmon’ Bible,”
“simith's CPlates,” and o number of
other names:: but; let:me say, its true
name s the: Boole ol Morvmon, It pur-

“We

again that
word

be the.

TOrts Lo be rocord, written: by an- ¢

cient prophets, of i people who lived
upon this continent, (thix land of our,
own here, of jpeoples  who,  this bonk .
says, came from the eastern mntinent
at different times and in different col-
onles; ane colony . having = come
about the time of the  confusion or*
toneues, when the people thought to
orect o tower so hizh that it could
reach Lo -the very heavens: where God
Tived; and in the division of the fam-
ilies, 4 number of people under the
Jepdership of one Jared and his broth-
er, holy men, come Lo this Noith Am-
criean. continent  and - grewoointd ooa
Cnighty nation. . Through o its zing and

Sdegeneracy, it fell Another colony cama
led, out or, Terusalom by one - Lehi,
(S aBont  RO0C yenrs B. (. through the

Cpowersof the Almighty. They came
4n another wiy and landed on what s
S known as the coast of (Chile, Thew, Loo,
Vgrew and! became aomighty people, but
fecauie of theit sing and the inlqguities
among. theie- families they divided. A
SCpart oof these | families sl mitln-
Ctrined: their faith in’ God, - but others,
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who had fallen away, -became grieyous
in thelr sing, in the sight of thoe Loid,
and the  Lord placed o curse. upon
theim; A skin of  darkneds. and from
this degenerate part of that family.
which ‘came out of  Jerusalem, have
comn the North Ameriean Indinns. Be-
cruge of theht sing, thoy deégencrated;
and 47 we belleve in evolution, i we
“believe Lhat' because men and women
bevome pure.and. because their minds
become detive, evolution i possible 1o
a wonderfully high stage, so.musto wa
admit the jogic that if men and wommen
bheenme impure. and cease mental aic-
tivity o gpivitual growih that they
must degenerate. This did not oveur:
witnin @ yeap hut‘in many hundreds of
verrs, during which times they have
\nft thoir marks, manifesting their dif-
ferent  civilizations, on. this Jand of
()

WIHAT THIS BOOK OF MORMON IS,

This Book of Mormon wis written by
prophets who were especinlly called to
ceclexinstical oflice; some ofthem held,
clvie office: they were all priests, ow-
ever; holding the priesthood of the Al-
mizhty, the authority which' Fe had
conferrad - upon | His  sgrvonls; khiy
weora His mouthpicces from time to
time, “Further, this book purports that
Sthyough @ branch of the rightebus fim-
fly--1 am - usingz the -Lterm f'righlﬂous'
merely for points of Cdistinction, he=
cause whit hod once been a rightoous
family hag grown to be yery unright-
anus and sinful, and’ bHecause of inter-
necine strite later they were Iterally
wiped out ol existence—came i prophet
vho had maintiined his purlty and in-
tegrity “in the sight of the ‘Almighty,
whossd name was: Mormon, who awrole
an abridgement of the books dnd of
those plates=for. thesc prophet-histor.-
jany kept records, so this haok says,
upon plates “of gold and upon plates
of hrass, . Mhey ‘maintained and Kept
inviolate their' written  tonguc; thoy
sanlied it constantly.  This purports
teo, that one Moronl, the son af the
Immedinte precedingprophet, Maormon,
conaluded this work,  Mow let'me rend
from the. preface of this book!. myery
hank Hught to! give spome excuse Lor its
existence,  This, so the prefaclory note
savs 18 The Book of Mormon, an ac-
count written by the hand of Mormon
upon. plates taken from the plites of
Nephh!! o Nephi, Jet.me explain, wus
cne of the gront prophets of this fam-
ily ‘under Lehl. which camc oul from
Judea.  “Wherefore, it 15 an abridg-
ment of the rvecord (ol the people ol
Woplii and alzo of the Lamanites!” To
{hoeo ot nf the faith, 16t me say thut
those who were oursed were called the
Lamanites,  becouse they - vere the
descendants of one Lanian; the oLl
Becnme known as the Nephites] the
“descendants of  Naphi: bolh heing
sona of Leéhi, the patriarch. This bhook
is “written to the Lamanites, who are
4 remnant of the House of [sracl, u nd
algo to Jew and gentileswritten by way
of commmandment and alse by the spirit
of propheey and of revelation. Writ-
ten and sealed up, and hid up unto the
Lord, that it might not be destroyed:
to come forth by the glft and power of
Gaod . unto  the interpretation thereof:
cenlad by the hand of Moront, and hid
up cunto the ‘Lord, ‘to come forth in
due thme by the way of gentle, the in-
terpretation therepf by the - gift of
Crod 2 eaisieiis 7 :

YA ahyidgient talken C
of EthET also which 18R record fob
the people  of slared; who Wera sdat-4
terad at the time the Lord confounded
the language of the people when they
were building a tower to get to heaven:
which is to Show unto the romnant of
tho House of Isracl what great things
the Lord hath done for-thely fathers:
and that they may know the covenants
of the Lord, that they are not cast off
‘rovever: and alsotothe convineing ol
the Jew and gentile that Jesus Is the
Chrlst, “the cternal “God, manifesting
Flimselt unto ‘all wations. “And now if
thera are faults, they are the mistakes
of men: whepsfore ¢ondemn not the
things of ‘God, that ye may he found

spotless -~ at the judgment seat  of
Chyist.”

This, then, i8 the purpose of this
hook. I shall not, at present. discuss

whother or not it was vightfully re-
cpeived: we enn tike up the chunnels by
which it was introduced to modern
times later; but the book itself ear-
ries its own-omessage, for it says upon
the.face of it that 1t lg chiefly to show
to those  who huave  descended  from
these true and mighty men that they
ire not cast off forever, and that God
hiath not forgotten them, but ‘that His
Jaws are to be with them and His Spirit
about them, and that they might Know

thit Jesus is the Christ, the cternal
God: that ls the purpose of it,
There could be no greater mission

given to any man or book or messige,
whatsoover it might e or wheresoever
it might go, than to establish In the
minds and’ the sculs of men the rfact
thitt this man Jesus of Nazureth wis i
holy man, was the Son of God, was the
Christ, the Savior of the world, and the

cternal Gad,  here eanr. be nothing
more  wonderful or  marvelous than
this; indecd, it ts the burden of our

life's song, to so llve that we can feel
and know that there is o hereafter, that
there is i heaven, thar theve f2 an act-
ual, lving, eternal Father, and that
there is o Son. whom men have known
ay Jesng the Chrlst,  This holy writ
which we call the Bible, this compili-
tion of messages given anciently to oth-

er peaples, on the eastern: continent,
gathered together at different times,

frequently by uningpired men who, " tn
suit the vaguaries of their own minds or
their own purposes, whatsoever they
miy be or may have heen, gave the
book to the world, as they desired it
should be.  Woe cannot now say ‘that
the Bible, in its present form, is the
whole of the word of God which was
given to the ancient peoples, though it
testifies of Jesus Christ and says that
He s, in very deed, the Son of God,
The Book is not complete. The whole
record tells, within its sacred pages,
of many other books, equally valuable
with thosgoe which we have, which con-
tained messages from  the Almighty,
ziven through His servants the proph-
ete.  What of those books?  What of
the methods of translation?  What of
the so-called —errors’ and mistakes
which hove crept in in the reading of
these mpessages for hundreds of years
paxt?  Men today, wigse men, sane men,
good men, shudder at the thought of
taking all of the Holy Bible as the
absolute word of God.  Shall you; the:n,
Le shocked if the Latter-diy' Saint
sayve thot he believes the Blble to- he
the word of God only so far as it is
translated correctly ?

Muanifestly in, the translations many
errory have crept in, when books were
gathered together, in the selection of
messnges in the choosing of this word
or thd choosing of that word. Who
gave theso men, anciently, the author-
Ity to select ane book and discard two,
to, bina together o dozen books and dis-
cavd the thirteenth, or the fourteenth,
o1l the' filfteenth?

GOIVSE MESSAGES TO
WRITTEN.

What of these messages which have
been given to men for these thousands
of vear for we verjly believe that the
Lord hos always spoken to His people,
“through the mouths of His servants;
the prophets;” and these prophets in
many: hundreds of instances, in thou-
sands. of instances, no doubt, ‘have re-
corded thd things which were given to

MAN-HOW

them by the Almighty; and no doubt
they have been treasnred. Rametimes

they were afterwards destroyed as in
other instances they were  buried;
gometimes they were made on papyrus

‘fiom the Book':|!

dmKened Bgypt. Messages of the past
are today found in wlay, when' arch-
acvologiats ‘delve into the very sunds ol

anclant - time and discover. relics of
ages pust. I8 there anything marvel-
ons, thes, ¢ thers anything unusuil,

fs it cut of the common, ordinary. Wiy
in which things were done, that i man
or & -#et of men should have kept
Or s it

veeord - here upon this land? ]
strange. that they should: have Kept
such w wecord here upon this land?  Or

{5 1t strange thiat they should have kept
‘wuch @ record upon plate of Drass, or
plates of gold, or plates of - copper?
What dpes It mattep how the record
wos kept, a0 long ay it was kept, pre-
served and handed down? This Book
of Mormon ays that these rocords,
these pages, are coples froni records
that were inseribed upon  plates  of
brags wnd plates of gold, that this res
“cord is an abridgement taken from
those other marvelously large records,
containing the dealings of the people
among themeefves and the denlings of
God with them. for hundreds and hun=
dreds of years; but the main purpose
of il wis, dccording to the story giv-
pn, that the book fiself might coanvinee
the honest reader, the thoughtrul and
pure  mind, that WJesus Is the Christ]
that there has hoen somo purpose in
the inind of onr heaven]y Father in
permitiing Els children to be scattered
throushout all the world, and, yet, that
He should not have one lost, that all
shonld come unto Him who would comoe
utito himi; and further, that He would
make it possible that they ghould hove
the sorreet law glven unto them. - Now,
since all men could not - have fseen
Josus in the flesh, sinee all men: could
not have sat oot the fect of the won-
droug prophets and have learned their
lessons: of godliness there, a way was
prepared, o suggestion ! glven to the
mined of the prophet. o) that children
lyet unborn should know the things that
he Kknew, he wrote them down-—rome=
times on papyrus, as 1 have said; some-
thmes on stone, sometimes iniclay, and
in this Instpnee upon brass and upon
gold. © This book purports to spenk
of .o family of Lehl and his righteous
son” Nephi.

NEPHI'S VISION,

The 'patviareh of the family growing
ol i years and heing pleased with
the way in which his sen was acting,
threw about him all the power thit he
could, The Lord loved this boy,: Nephi,
and’ he grew in grace before tha Al=-
mighty.  On one occaslan, he' was: up
in) the mountains, before he left the
gastern continent, and a vision was
given ‘unto him. An angel came: to
him ‘and said:  *What desicest thon?
And [safd tinto him, to know the in-
terpretation thereof,’” (for he had seen
. vision which was not clenr to him)
tfor I ospnke unto him as o ° nan
speaketh; for 1 beheld that -he wag In
the form of @ man; vet nevertheless,
1 knew that it was the Splrit’ of the
Lard; and he spake unto me as o man
gpeaketh with another.!
#“And It came’ to pass that he said
utita me, Look!and T looked as If to
look upon him, and I saw him not
for he had gone from before my pres-
Gnee. 3 y ¢
“And it eame to pass that I looked
and beheld the great city of Jerasalem,
and dalso other cities.  And I beheld the
city of Nazareth; and in the city of
Nazareth T beheld a virgin, ' and she
wias excoedingly falr and white, I
HAnd it came to pass that 1 saw the
heavens open; and an angel came down
and stood before me; and he said unto
me Nephi what o beholdest thou?
dand I sald unto him, a virgin, most
beautiful and fair above all other vir-
gins,
“And he said unto me, Knowest thou
the condescenslon of God ?
vAnd T said unto him, I know that
He loveth Iis children: nevertheless,

1 do not know the meaning of all
things,
“And he sald unto ane,  Behold: the

wvirging whom| thou seest, s the mother
Jof (the:Son. of - God, after the manner
‘ofthe flesh; ¢

YAnd it came to puss that I beheld
that she was carrvled away In the spirit;
and after she had been carvied away
In.the splrit for the space of a time,
the angel spake unto me, saying, Look!

“And I looked and beheld the virgin
ngain, bearing @ child Iin her arms."”

Now, this story tells how- Nephi In
the vislon saw this boy grow, The
Spirit directed him to look, and he he-
held the child Jesus, thateHe grew (o
manhood, that he saw the Spirit of the
Lord descend upon Him, that he saw
Him go forth among His people to
proach to them, that he saw Him call
from among the people with whom He

Inborad, twelve other men, and that
they went  out  among men and
preached,  Then Nephi tells how the

vision revealeid to him the future sto-
ry of his own people, how he saw &
land that was wondrous in its beauly
and glory. and wealth, how his own
people grew, his brothers and sisters
and his very children, growing and
aprending  over the face of the land
until they became & nighty nation.
He =aw the children of his own hroth-
erg, Laman and Lemuel, also growing
to ba equally powerful, and they had
a skin of darkness placed upon them
because of thelr offenscs to God. Ha
saw hlg own people grow in might and
power, and then he saw them fall be-
cause ol their sins,  He saw the chil-
dren of his brethren grow in power and
in thelr own wickedness and vileness.
he saw them overcome his own de-
scendants. Then he =aw that through
his righteous descendants there was
preserved in the new land .the faith
Josus wis to come and be the Saviov

of the world, and that through Him
should the priesthood come,
The angel told him to look again,

and he beheld the Spirit of the Lord
descending. upon a4 man from among
the gentiles, and the Spirit of the Lord
moved upon him so that he went out
upon the many waters unto the land of
his (Nephi's) brethren.  And after this
man,  upon whom the Spirit of the
Lord had moved, had gone on:i upon
the many waters, he saw other gentiles
moved upon by the Spirit of God, come
out from among their people unto the
Innd ‘of his brethren, He had seen his
own people, his own descendants, ac-
tually annihilated —because of their
sins. He  saw the children of his
brethren then meeting with' these men,
the gentiles on whom the Spirit of the
Lord had rested, and ‘he saw the de-
seendants of his brethren beaten back
from the presence of -the gentiles, he-
cause the Splrit of the Lord was upon
the gentiles. Ie saw the gentiles grow in
might; then he saw the mother of
these gentiles arise and seek to oppress
these people upon this land, and he
saw the Spirit of 'the Lord rest upon
the gentiles here, and they were glor-
ifiedd in the mind  of the heavenly
Father, and they were strengtheneq in
their battles, and they overcame the
enemics who were seeking to take from
them their liberties.  Then he saw,
and he so deseribes, that there came
forth a book, and this book was tha
Holy Bible, carried among the people,
and the word of the Tord spread
among them. - Then he' saw the rec-
ords of his own people, brought forth
and magnified unto all the world, for
he had actually  seen in‘a panorama
the - history of his day and (or thou-

sande of years after his day. This is
what the story tells,
This book then tells of other rec-

ords, und of other storieg, and of other
people who actually = believed that
there wasg 1o come a Jesug, o Savior
of the world, Thizs, mind yvou, was be-
fore. Jesus had been-born - in the tlesh.
This was at a time when the Lord
had not yet appeared to men in the
Nesh, ‘but these people. upon this con-
tinent believed that such a one should
comi,

PROPHECIES. Oi' JESUS.

Mind you, this is the story which the
book itself gives, o story’ which is
purported to have been  told more than
2000 vears ago, and was written apon
plates of brass and upoen plates of gold,
and brought forth, according to the
profatory— Bate which I read, by the
(Spiric of God, or if it may please you
more, you Mmay  say it was | brevght
fourth . by the intelligence of men

and confined In tombs away oft .in

mo\'cd_upon by some extraneous influ-|

Cbeautifully

¥ - 1 g X
ence. swhich led
disenver a wonderful record. ' Allow
me to read from the writings of one
Moslah, a prophet historian who ante-

Cdated Christ, he says:

“The things which 1 shall tell you
are mude known unto me by an angsl
from CGod”—thhe, at Jeast my friends,

"henrs the earmarks of the things told

writ s I
=aid
and

in holy writ: and by “holy
mean the Holy  Bible—"and he
unto ine, Awake: and I awoke,
behaold he stood . before me.

“And he said unto me, Awaike, and
hear the words which 1 shall  tell
theo: for behold, I am come to l.h.'(_‘lﬂl‘-l.l!
unto yvou the glud tidings of groit loy,

So far, I fits fn with similar storles
told upon the anclent continent,

“For the Lord hath heard thy prayve
ere, and hath judged of thy righteous-
ness, and hiath sent me to declare an-
to thee that thou' mayest
Now, theese are words He- spoke to
His other prophets upon the
continent-—"angd that thou mayest de-
clane unto thy people, that they may.
ulso be filled with joy.

“Far behold, the time cometh, and' is
not far distunt that with power, the
Lord Omnipotent who reigneth, who
g, and fs from  all oternity to all
cternity, shnll come down from heaven,
among the children of men, and shall
dwell in n tabernacle of clay, and shill
go forth amongst men, working mighty
miracles, such as heplg the sick, rais-
Ing the dend, causing the lama to wallk,
the blind to receive their sight; and
tho deaf to hear, dnd curlng all man-
ner of dizsenses; Y

“And he shall cast out devils, or the
evil spirits which dwell in the hearts
.of the children of men.”

fhat fs ‘a  beautiful . explanation—
somaething that you have never seen in
the Bible, r

“And lo, he shall suffer temptations,

and  pain .. of  body, hunger, thirst,
angd fatigue, . even mora than
man  can  suffer, ' except it he
unto death; for behold, blood cometh

intelligent minds 1o

rejoice: " —

castern -

from every pore, so great shall'be his

angulsh  for: the wickedness
abominations of his people.
“And He shall be called Jesus Christ,
the Son of (tod, the Father of heaven
and earth, the Creator of all things,
from the beginning: and
shall he called Mary.
“And lo, e cometh
that salvation might come ‘unto
childrer: of men. even through faith
on His name; and even after ali this,

unto His own,

and  the

his ~mother

the

thiey: shull’ consider 'Him o man, and

say that he hath o devil, and  shall
geourge Him, and'shall crucify Him.

“And. He shall rise the third day
from the dead; and behold, He stand-
eth to judge the! world: and behold,
all these things are done, that a vight-
eous Judgment milght come upon the
children of men.

“Foir.  behold, Iis

and also

hlood

atoneth for the sins of thpse who have

fallen by the transgression of Adam.
who have died, nol knowing the will
of God conceérning them, or who have
fgnorantly sinned.’" .

LIFE OF CHRIST TOLD IN PRO-
PHECY,
I’ ghall not. read more, for this is

enough it point. ‘However, this angel,

purporting; according to the boolk, to-

have spoken to thig: prophet Mosiah,
proceads to give in detail before time,
' story of the dife of Christ. He tells
and in instances in detaily of the many
things that Jesus is to do, 1 have told
enough, howoever, to llken: the
of Christ glven to this man Mosiah, if
it be true, to the stories given  to
Isainth, when that prophot said that He
should be a man of sorrows, that He
ghould -be the Lamb of God, and de-
scribed Hime as: aceurately, we have
thought  ‘heretofore, us man  could be
described before he really was man In
the flesh; but here in the Book of Mor-
mon-ls a4 deseription which beggars all
that lias been glven before. There is
nothing, so far, that should be offensive
to onewho belleves in Jesus:; and, be-
lieving in ‘Jesus now, as we do, it

story

is

easy Lo understand why the Almighty

desired, before Jesus came in the flesh,

that the <children of imen should be
prepared ‘for His coming, = Certainly
not I the ‘Holy Bible have we any=-

thing that anticipates the coming of

the. Savior of  the  world,
and a3y perfectly
mesgage of Mosinh given in the Book
of Mormon.. It is not the oniy one so0
spoken of, however; 1 have selected it
merely  because it was one given s0
many hundreds of years hefore Christ
came; but after this revelation to Mo-
sinhh there were many. prophcets who
spoke of Jesus, who gpoke of Him as
the Christ, the Savior of the world,
the Man who was to come to fulfil a
righteous judgment, who was to llyve
among  His fellows, to:be mocked and
scourged by them and, in the end, cru=
cified, The book -says, furthermore,
that when Jesus was to come

Chrlst,

as
as this

there

should be a sign given unto the peo-

ple, A sign was given, so this ook
says., Time will not permit me to givoe
in detail these slgns, but when Jesus
actually came, there weére men upon

this continent, according to the story

given, who knew that Christ had come,
for their prophets before them = had
said, “These shall ‘be the signs' and

when these signs were given unto them

they knew at Iast that Jesus had come.
However,
faith, for even if Jesus had come, He
had not yvet come to them, but he had
cone to His own family as it were, in
Juden.  He bhad come to the race from
which He immediately sprung; He de-
scended from the loins of Davld.  He
was the Man, then, who, If He were
the Christ, was on the eastern eonti-
nent performing His miracles, beyond
the pale of their vision; ‘so they lived
in faith for 33 years more, and then,
as their prophéts had told them, there
should be o series of mighty changes;
there should be wonderful signs given
unto them; the heavens should weep:
the very  earth should  tremble
and  quake. One  day, the  unhe-
lievers  and  bellevers alike
startled  with  the convulsions = of
nature; city after city was engulfed;
town after town was buried by vaol-
canic eruption, valleys raised tomoun-
talng, mountains rent in twain, the
whole face of nature was changed-—
S0 says the holy book. . City after city
—giving name, place and inhabitants-—
wils engulfled, covered, buried forever.
There was a space of three days when
darkness  prevailed,  when  nothing
could burn, when life seemed: o bur-
den; men's hearvts falled them, they
dared not stir far Tear of death; wife
mournad the loss of husband. husband
mourned the loss of wife; both the loss
of children; children grieved the loss
of parents; fathers and mothers were
separated,  But after three days of

—
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“the beginning.

1 and convulsions of ile.
earth, there came a llght; after—the
yery souls of men had bednn shaken,
and & volce gut of henven, The people
were gathered  together In' a place
called Bountiful, “a vt multitude
giathered together;” ‘says this history.
of the people of Nehi, round about. the'
temple which was in the land Bounti-
ful: and they were marveling and won-
deving one: with ‘another, and ‘were
showing one tolanother the greatiand:
marvelous changé which’ thad  taken
place: and they. were also conversing
about this Jesus Christ, of whom the
slgn had been  given' congcerning: his
death, ; '- !

CHRIST'S VISIT TO AMERICA.

“And it came to pass that while they
were thus conversing one with another,
thoy heard a volee as 170t came out
of heaven: and they cast thelr eyes
round’ about, for they understood not
the wvolce: which: they “héard; and it
was not a harsh voice; helther was it a
loud voice, nevertheless, and notwith-
standing it being a small voice, it did
pierce them that did hear tojthe cen-
ter, Insomuch that there wis no parvt
of their frame that it did not cauge. to

“quake; yen, it did pierce them to the

]vm'_v soul, and did couse thelr hearts to
burn. ; ]

“And it came to pass that again they
heard the volce, and they understood it
naot; :

“And again the third time they did
hear the volee, and did open thely ears’
to hear it, ‘and their eyes were toward
the gound  thereof; and they did look
steadfastly  towards | henven,  from.
whence the sound came; %

#And bohold the, third time they did:
understand the voice which they heard;
and it sald unts them, !

“Behold My beloved Son, in whom T
am . well pleased, in  whom T have
glorified My name: hear ye Him,

“And it came to pass ag they inder-
stood, ‘they cast thelt eyes: up again
towards heaven; and behold, they saww
a man descending out of heaven; and
he was clothed in a white robe, and he.
cama. down and stoad in. the midst of
them, and the eyes of the whole multi-
tude were turned upon him, and; they
durst-not open thelr mouths, even 'one
to another, and wist not what it meant,
for they. thought it wag an angel that
had appeared unto them.

wAnd It ecame. to  pass  that he
styetehed- forth his hand ) and spake
unto the people, saying,

“Pehold; I am Jesus Christ, whom

the prophets testified shill come Into
the world;

“And behold T wun
1ife of the world; and I have drunk out
of that bitter cup which the Father
hath glven me, and have glorified the
Fathor in taking upon me the sins of
the world, in whieh I have suffered the
will of ‘the IFather in all things from

the licht and the

“And. it came to pass that when Je-
sus had spoken these words, the whole
multitude fell ‘to the earth, for they re-
memberéd (hat it had been prophesied
among tham  that Christ should show
himself unto them alfter his dscension

eqaven. 7
in‘t‘?\rllld it came to pass that the Lord
spalke unto them saving,

“Arise , and come forth ur
thut ve may thrust your hands Into
my slde,- and also. that ye may feel
the prints of the nails in my hands and
in my feet, that yo may _Rno“”lhul. 1
am the God of fsrael, and the -God of
the whole earth, and have becn slain
for the sins of the world:"

The record says that IL came
that, one by one, they went up and
touched the wounds in His side; they
felt the prints of nails in His, hands
and in His feet; and they fell down
upon their faces and worshiped Him.
Time will not permit me to tell all of
the wondrous things which arve re-
corvded here.  L.give you my word and
the word of the Latter-day Saints that
<o far as thelr reading is concerned-—
and some. of them, believe me, are
very well read—theére has not come to
them anvihing so besutiful, ‘and let
me be bold eénough to say, though it
may seem. to- you to be dogmatic,
never has there been put into print a
story so marvelous and so wonderful
as the coming of Jesus Christ to the
Nephite people.  No man; whether he
he believer or  unbellever, can read
this rccord and not feel his heart
grow warm within him; and though
he may say within himself: "It may
not be: true;’” there rises within his
soul'a desiré that he would to God that
he eould believe it to be true, for cer-
tainly tnere has never been glven to
the mind of man a picture so marvel-
oux In its heauty, 'so wonderful in its
strength, as that depicted by the Ne-
phite prophets when Jesus the Christ
stood up among them and, with tears

unto MmMe,

L0 pass

streaming down . His holy face, did
eall « from among. the fathers and

mothers their slek and' afflicted and
heal them. with His touch, and pray
for  them that ‘these His chlldren
might be saved, that they might never
zo astray. Then crowning climax of
all, He called out from among them
the little children and blessed them
and prayed: as never man’had prayed
bhefore; and angels came down from
heaven and stood about in'a holy
phalanx; and:while Christ was pray-
ing among them, the’ fathers and
mothers saw angelg from heaven min-

{stering unto  thelr  own - flesh and
blood., Jesus, spake unto them and
commanded  them to arise, ‘and
speaking unto the Third Nephl, who
came forward as the leader of the
people and  fell down upon his face
and  kissed the feel of Christ, Jesus

sald; “Arise, I give you power that
ve shall baptize this people when T
shall have ascended again into heav-
en.’ And the Lord called others and
safd unto them llkewise. and He gave
them power to baptize, and He sald
unto them: “On- this wise shall ye
baptize, and there shall he no dis-
putations among you,

“Verily I say unto you, that whoso
repenteth  of his sins through your
words, and degireth to be baptized in
my name, on this wise shall ve bap-
tize them: behold, ye shall go down

and stand in the water, and in my
name shall ye baptize them.
“And now behold, these are the

words which ye shall say, calling them
by name, saying:

“Having authority given me of
Jesus Christ, I baptize you in the
name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Haoly Ghost. Amen.

“And then shall ye immerse them in
the water, and-come forth again out

of the water.
Then He commanded them that
after  baptism = they - should: have

hands laid upon them, so that they
might receive the Holy Ghost, and He
told them how they should worship
Him, that they should call Iis Church
after His name. Sald he '1f ye call
it after the name of any man, It shall
belong to that man, but my  Church
ghall be known after my name.”” He
told them how. they should break
bread and bless wine In commemora-
tion of His broken body and His spilt
blood. He gave them a prayer, more
beautiful than any that man has ever
written, how they should pray over
the bread, how in the name of the
Heavenly Father and in the sacred
name of the Son they should call
upon Him for Dblessings upon this
bread, that it might be parvtaken:
of by all who are  pure in
heart, that it should not 'be tak-
en by anyone unclean, that it
should be taken in remembrance of
Jesus. of Nuzareth, That the. wine
should be blessed im like manner to
commemaorate His blood, In o prayer
beautiful in ils simplicty, wonderful in
its reope, as were ail things which were
dong by Christ. Andso through all this
wonderful tale do the messages of
Christ “r1un, told in simplicty, ‘“so
that," as Christ said, “there should be
no disputations among you."” It is not
unreasoniable to say that Jesus desired
this unity, or that He saild this to a
people  upon this continent, Here is
what purports to be the word of God-—-
certainly it i3 pure. Is it unreasonablo
then to say that the Holy Bible, if trua
in_alljrs-narts, {8 5t ahnsa o ug oail
that Christ had given to His servants
in Judea, that there would not have
been just as much simplicity, directness
of thought and form, just as much of
purity of doctrine, ‘‘pure religion and ]

ing with them; calling dow

“ful spiritual. strength, “s0

‘going to another peop

“Him that sent me,

read from the sarnc

3 3 ¢
ven to the Nephites in the Bg‘mk 0
-J'hgliurcmtm‘.’ ‘Do you: think that k.hl;!l;:;:..i
irf He did come toia people qnu_.n ‘th‘v
contiment, weuld: have glven th‘:mﬁw,:
messdge more: cleti more pure. HD
from. causes. of ‘disputation. - thﬁan He
had given to.the people yith W Omhom
lived, from whom He cime, of W

was? Lo
B?L'h!s “holy - hook. - goes un.J 111:11“.
thermore, to tell the sLory of Jesus

" sm, after HIs l‘&Slll‘l'Dut!l)n.
Lt abored ayith: them,
ith them, pray-

} n

life
Tor: some ditys he 1 1
tonching them, LHving W

n upon ther
He

3 6D ; Jhose
the -spirit. of heaven; anc (_‘ O]
from Rmung them 12 special m"'.?ﬁm:
of His birth, of His 1abors, His crue }lai(e
tion, ‘of His resurrection, sand of ;
godliness—to main. We :lui':_-‘tc:ll(lmhl:‘l:.
' aphites) w SR
the Lord gave to the Nep S "m—‘:l
could go out among all the people ant
‘bless t‘lﬁem. Then, thig book says, Jf.'i-_ll:i
asconded agdin inte heaven, but, =
fore Ho left. Ha told them that he was
le, some of the
had. not. yet
in the Bible
gality of
ch o love,
rhood

lost tribes: of Israel who
coen hlm. There is nothing
which hrcxuhcs], such & u‘r’l-l:;_&
God's law, such a oneness

an ?:vtdem:o of the spirit of brothe

wervading God's 1aw. s
: 'Jrllen t!l}:'!.q book tells further the slnt'l}
of the people who lived after the \‘islf
of Jesus, how they lived, how they
prayed, how they had faith, and how
soma of ‘them fell.

The Savior saild to these people that
the ~doctrines which he had glven to
tham were the doctrines of His Fuather,
that thev were not His own dng'.u‘luns.
but that they were ‘the doctrines of
1o gn far, ot least,
there e ear-marks in the Book of
Mormon shnllar to the Holy Bible.

Time will not permit further discus-
sion. of  the various pages of the his-
tory after this advent, but the story
of the book 18 that many of the peo-
ple belleved In Jesus, many of them ne-
copted His law;. they belleved in the
tiaditions. of - thelr fathers;  they be-
lipved their mothers who had seen the
Savior, but afterwards Il became again
a question of faith, i question of in-
tense bollef, & question of training, and
in’ many instances the sons amdl the
daughters fell away from  the truth,
from this gospel which: was: ziven by
the Savior of the world to their pro-
genitors; so that, as 1 /have sald, there
enme - time  when, because of their
civil wars, one entlve branch of the
people was eliminated; from: the earth;
but, before the last of the great proph-
ot-historians died, he sealed up these
records, - Now, it is Interesting to know
just what he sald. - The last one, Mo-
renl by name, was o the =on. of the
Prophet. Mormon, for whom this book

s called the Book of Mormon because

that prophet abridged the recotd from
all the other records which he had.

ADMONITION OF PROPHET MO-
RONL.

ow I, Moroni, write somewhat as
seemeth me good; and T write unto my
brethren, the Lamanites: and:1 would

‘that they should know that more than

four hundred: and twenty years have
passed away since the slgn was given
of the coming of Christ.

“And T seal up these records, after
T have spoken a few words by way of
exhortation unto you,

“Behold I would exhort you that

when ve shall read these things, if it
he wilsdom in God | that ve
sshould  read  them, that  ye would
yemember how merciful the lord

hath been unto the -c¢hildren of men,
from the creation of Adam, even down

until ‘the time that ye shall receive
these things, and ponder It iin your
heanrts,

“And when ye shall receive = these

things, 1 would exhort vou that ye
would asgk God, the Eternal Father, in
the name of Christ, if these things are
not -true: and if ye shall ask with o
sinceye heart, with real Intent, having
faith In Christ, He wwill manifest the
truth of it unto you, by the power of
the Holy Ghost;
“And by the
Ghost ye muay
things.”

STANDS ON ITS OWN RECORD,

Now then, let us close this book, sa
far as that recovd is  coucerned, it
stands or Talls upon its own Inessage.
Tt has told a- story the llke of which,
vou must agree with® me, never has
been duplicated by man, = It certainly
has not Its replicn in any record which
wins ever given to men or devised by
men upon the face of thig earth, There
is nothing like unto it anywhere in
existence, neor’ has there been, so: far
as .the peculiar coming forth of this
book 1§ concerned. The hook itself
says, to whomsopever it shall come, to
the Lamanites, to the Jew, to the gen-
tile, that if ye¢ read it and ask God,
with a pure heart and desire to know,
with real Intent, ye shall know by the
Holy Ghost ir these things be true..
Then, if that be the test, éertainly no
argument of mine could convince you,
since’ it must require the Spirit of the
Almighty to enlighten your minds,

SFIRST MODERN REVELATION.

Jogeph Smith iwas once asked how
this thing c¢ame about: how he he-
came authopr of this book;: this young
man was an American, and was now
Hving in New York: his family were
good citizens, honored and  respected
in' the communities in which they lived,
S0, to give a somewhat connected story
of the coming forth of the book, he said
that as a boy, between fourteen and
fifteenn years of age, he was led by

power  of the Toly
know Lhe truth of all

religlous impulse Into certain of the
religious gatherings with which  his
people were surrounded. Ho wag In

doubt as to which of these many scets
he should joln—and there were many
then and many now—and the more he
became a student of the conditions, as
a boy, the more alarmed and worried
he became, - He read the Bible, and it
seemed strange to hlm that men could
source and yet
differ o widely ‘in the interprétation.
He came to one part In the Bible, In the
Epistle of James, in which James said:
“If any man lack wisdom let him aslk
of God who glveth to all men libers-
ly and upbraideth not, and it shall he
given him,” -~ So. thls boy safd—and
let: us take the story as he gives jt,
adding nothing to it, taking nothing
from “it—he sald that he had never
nrayed vocally before; he had never
heard hls own volce in prayer, but
that he '‘dld kneecl down ' in a secret
place in the woods,

Now, this boy said he prayed aloud
for the fivst thme in  hig life, and
he asked' tho Almighty to show hlm
which of all these sects, that were
warring among themselves, was true,
and to which one he should glve his
allegiance, Ther, as he tells it, a
vision came to him. He saw a light
coming from heaven, and in this vislon
he saw a holy personage standing in
the light, turning to another personage
accompanying the first,  and  said:
*This is my beloved Son: hear ve
Him.” He told it just as he s=ald It
occurred, This story brought down
upon. him calumny and, apparently.
shame. Many people were ready ir‘r
decry his message; they said he lied:
they said he was possessed; they said
he could not be trusted: that the boy
wis crazy; that he was everything but
clean, and they would not helieve him

They made the life of a +

year-old-boy a terrible In:rrh?g{lmg
him, and, as he tells it in
his own words, as  Paul said
that  he had soen a vision,

and though they disbelieved him, vet
]l‘(‘ said, I cannot deny I have seen the
Ehl'ist:" s0 this boy Joseph Smith said:
T have seen a vision, and whether
they. believe it or whether they deny
it. T cannot deny it for T know it. and
{] krtm\(:" :]hukt God kgnws it, and T know
ha 0 nows that I know
T will not deny it.” o7 16 end

BOOK OF MORMON REVEALED.

Subsequently he said that he had
seen another visjon; this time an angel
appeared to'him and delivered to him
a sonderful message, telling him that
he was to keep himself ¢lean and pura
that' ‘he was to do a certain lhlnéj

vhioh: was: describad W 1_1
‘nmnuou. and theén: ho ot ;
angel came to him & (e0n
third _unulz 1“?1“5:1 nlf;lt;
‘4 he with this vis: C :
:'»"t:iau that he, told his fatho gbgu; ;
The futher sald, “That 4850 .Ot- fls i
vou <lo what this angel has comimd {l
ed yow't Then lie went tor s nill il
vory far - dlstant from  whekt he was
living, which® was Endﬂeetl_-;thu" lu.rgc.:m )
eminence in that part of the country =
and thig angel had directed him; =0 t_hl:__.
hov said, to a certain side' og thigchilbe

near Ity summity und. there:. was dis
cloged to him, tn.a stone’chest, coversd
securely, o certain voecord. . Ie: wal

Jd tnat it was a record; he siw. there

allnrmmlwr of gotden: plates, houhd to-
aother fn ook foring. e saw the m: i
oorls and he saw & urim andi thum-. 0
mim, and also i breast plate Qe
sword, The hoy sald -he wen ‘thore
anothor year, and the year: following, &
and still the third year, and finally the
angel cominitted into his ‘Keeplng thir
bool formed of gold plates whichihe =
il seen, and the story: book which wasr i
the hurden of the anel's song to him‘_ i
some years hefore. Now, he says tbad 3
he took these gold plates, for they. were -
gold, bgautiful In thelr form i filled =
with wonderfully strange inscriptions:
te could not read them, and ha- sulii
Yo the angel: I cannot read them:'
and the angel commanded him to take
enra of them, and’ tolg him that the
Taord would bl;im.{ forth ' marvelous
work and @ wonder, that if he Kep!
himself clean and pure, he should be
the instrument, in the hands ‘of 'God
in bringing forth wonderful: message
ta the people, to all the world. ]

e says that ho obtained the assig
tance of one or two friends ond way
able to live while he was conducting
this work which hc calls transla:
tion, and that he took this urim: and
thummim, praying  mightily to. the = °
Tord, and he looked upen these ‘plates.
and he translated them and gave i
the world what i now known g the
Boolk of Moarmon; that, afterwards, he
redelivered these plates baclk to' the
angel who had first® introduced hiy
to them. That, briefly, I8 hig story
There is the wondérful thing of the
visions of Jogeph Smith.  This vislon
is the stone upon which you ‘stanc.
or fall.  You must elther 'belleve—-he:
come. credulouy, If you will—believe
that Joseph Smith has actually seer
an angel, that he actually saw thesi
plates and handled them, and he nc-
tually did translate them, or elge thay
he wag o most infamous falsifier,

Now, once more, let me’ turn 'tc
this book amd call ‘your attention te
what I8 known uas the testimony o1
the three witnesses, given just aftel
the prefatory —note, Three  men
known among their fellows as Oliver
Cowdery, David Whitmer, and Martin
HMarris, said they saw these plates
that they handled them, and that ac
angel of God stood before them declar:
ing that these records contained 'the
gospel of Jesus Christ and were true.
Phese men testified  thot = they: =aw,
handled and felt these plates \\'hlc}t
they sald, were plates of gold; and they
saw the angel, heard his voice, and fell
a holy influence about him, 8o far,; af
least, they testifled to what had beern
testified by this Dhoy, now. a4 ‘youny
man, Joseph Smith. Then there. are
other elght' witnesses who testify thut
they saw the engravings, making <
testimony of 11 men, or, with Joseph
Smith, 12 men who sald they = saw
these holy and sacred thingd. Now
taking all of 'these istatements to-
gether, add them to that which the
book itself containg, and If you desirt
to know, if your hearts are purve, 1!
you seek to know, with real intent
then you "may know whether these 1
men conspired to fool the world and
to flont a most marvelous conceptio:
ol religious worship or whether they
were, In very deed, honest men. A
church was organized April 6, 1830, in
the state of New TYork wlth Joseph
Smilh as its first elder and called the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints.  This book of Mormon, witli
the Holy RBible being’ the chlef books
of doctrine. Now, as to the three mien,
and most of the eight-~they nfterwaoyds
1eft the: Church. Thesé threé men.wha
said they saw an angel and who as
gsiasted in the translatlon, and who felt
and saw the plates, sald afterwards
that Joseph Smith was a ‘‘fullen pro-
phet,” that he had gone astray, and
they took themselves away from the
body of the Church, but they never de.
nied, to the day of thelr death, thal
‘they had seen an_ angel, neither did
they deny that this Book of Mormon
wig true; and one of them, afters
wards, in the practise of his profes-
sfon, one day in court while conduct-
ing a - case, was ridlculed because of
his connection - with the story of the
angel' and the gold plates, This man,
Oliver Cowdery, then testified again
there, while he was in the depths of
what seemed to him to be his degre:
dation, because of his separation from
hig brethren, that he did see the an-
gol, that he did see the plates, that the
recovd therein contained was true, that
he inew it because God had revealed it
to him.

BELIEF IN NEW REVELATION.

JIf God revealed His truths to any
man in the days past, why may He not
have revealed them to this man Cow-
dery, to this man Harris, or Whitmer,
or to this boy Joseph Smith? Agaln,
we come to one of the articles of faith
which T have read to you this after-
noon, that “we belleve in all that God
has revealed, in all that he does now
raveal, and. we beliave that he Wil yét

e 3

reveal . many  things pertaining  to
the kingdom of God.” 'We belleve in
the basic princlple of revelation; we

believe that it s just as easy for God,
in thiz digpensation—Iif He be (God, if
He be ourt Father, If He be the Father
of our splrits—to turn His heart In
love to mankind in the twentleth cen-
tury as It was for Him to have done
it in the days of Adam. We believe
that if He did have a Son whom He
called His “Beloved Son' and sent Himn
upon the carth who afterwards, gave
His revelations to His chosen servants,
in the meridian of time, we say that it
is just as easy, just as natural, for
that to be done today.

Now, my brethren and sisters and
friends. I have told you briefly what
the Book of Mormon purports to be
witnin itsell, I have told.  ¥ou

(Contlnued [lont page thirty.)
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ache, hip pains, headaches, dizzy Spe'h-
distresging urinary troubles, all tel] o
alck kidneys and warn you of the steals
thy approach of diabetes, dropsy Sl
Bright's disease. Doan's Kidney Pillt;
%a:[z‘zn;nﬂtl;; ctur"e all these disordera

> roof o v
women's wordns: S s laxe oty

Mrs. Joseph Slater, 552 i
South Strest, Salt Lake gf;t 'trr'ltls]ﬁ:
Bays: ‘The recomendation whk:ﬁ I gaye
Doan’s Kidney Pills about g Yeur a.ns
one-half ago was true In €very parti
cular and I can recommend them, I hf\i :
attacks of backache &nd other . 95
tvueT: ::1:1 kltllney trouble which ;

y noying and d 7 Ul
friend adv?zed me try tr:r:':mﬁld 2%
f{lillils ]g:&i ch"oci'llred a box at the F‘n?

g Co. ‘hey Taln
representations mh;:;yacted PR
thort time T was rid of
of the trouble, Whenever T
Bymptom of a return I appeal
Kidney Pills ang they
ralier.”

For smale by all deale i
s, Price s
Foster-Milburn Co.. Butfalo, e o
gole agents for Tiniteq (RN ”"’l‘r:

Remembe

feel anwy
ypeal'to Doan's.
BIWAYS give 1ha

T the " et Tk e
take no othar, . ¥ M""“ﬂd‘c‘



