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it was shown to metile that this church must
be built up to joseph awand that all thetiie bless-
ings we receive must comecoine through him I1

have been I1 to joseph
and I1 must come to and see that the
church is governed in a proper manner josfjospphjosephib
sustains the same to this chilichillchurchch
as he has alwaalwaysi done no man callcan be the
successorBuc cessor of joseph

the kinhinkingdomidom is to be built tipup to jesus christ
through jesephtt seph there must be revelation still
the martyredmarty red prophet is still the head of this
churchmurch every quorum should stand aaas you
stoodethod in your washings and consecrations I1

havenave been consecrated a spokesman to joseph
and I1 was commanded to speak for himliim the
church is not disorganized though our head is
gone

1we may have a filverdiversitysity of feelingsfee linss on this
mattertertir I1 havellave been called to be a spokesman
untointo joseph and I1 want to build uplip the charen
unto himbim and if the ppeopleeople want me to sustain
this place I1 want it upon the principle that
every individual shall acknowledge it for himbim
self

I1 propose totobelielle a guardian to thehe people
in this I1 have discharged my duty atand done
what god has commanded me and the people
can pleasepleass themselves lilliiwhetherili ether they accept me
or notdot

prest B youngyoaw said 1ITI do not care who
leads tilethe churchch even houghthough it were annanti lee
but one thintiling I1 imbtim bt knowkhow and that is whathat
god says about it I1 have the keys and the
means of obtaining hethe mindwind of gotigoo oilon the
bubsubsubjecteject

I1 know therehere are those in our midst who will
seehseek the lives of thehe twelve as they did tilethe
lives of joseph and hyrum we shallshail ordain
others and give the falness of the priestpriesthoodhood
BOso thatthatisif weive are lilkilledliw the falness of the
priesthood may remain

joseijosel h conferred upon ouroun heads all the kkeyspys
and powers wonmonbelongingg im to tilethe apostleshipapostle hip which
bebo himself heldheid beforeafore liehe was taken away
and no man or set of men cancall get between jo-
seph andanti the twelve in this world or jini the
world to come

how often has joseph said to thehe tweltwelveve I1
have laid the foundation andarid you must build
thereon for upon your shoulders the hindomkingdomlindombindomlinhin dom
resereste
e the twelve as a quorum will not be per-
mitted to tarry here ionglong tiletiiehey liiwillwiliill go
and bear off the kingdomskingdom to the nations of tle
oarthearth landjandand baptize thehe people faster hanbanthan mobs
cacanii kill them oafoffff I1 would like were it my
privilege to take my valise and travel and
preach till we had a people gathered who
would be true

mybly private feelings would be af-
fairs of men aridnidniaid d womenomen alone only go andwid
preach and baptize them into the kingdom of
god yetet whatever duty god places upon merae
iliill his strength I1 intend to fulfillfulfil it

I1 want to seesio this people with the various
oabe priesthood assembled setherselberto etherelber

inin special coconferencei ference on tuesday next at 10
am which was carriedcairned unanimously by
vote

thursday 8 icatcratat a special meeting of thelie
church of jesus christ of latter day saints
helaheld in nauvoo at 10 am on Thursthursdaydavdax augang
8 1841 by the request of president william
marksmaiks who was then presiding over that
stake of zion to choose a guardian or pres-
ident and trustee sidney rigdon took his po-
sition in a wagon about two rodslods in front of
the stand and harangued lleilethetie saints for about
tiieglie anandana a half hours upon choosing a guardian
for the church the meeting was then dis-
missed whenhen president aham young gave
outolit allan appointment for the brethren to assem
ibieible at 0 pm

at the appointed time the brethren came
together present of the twelve B young
II11 C kimball P P pratt 0 pratt klchkich
ardsardi IV woodruff geo A smith the bevsev-
eral quorums wereivere organized oilon ani amodidarouabouhd
the stand according to order

the meeting being opened prest BD young
arose and said ATTENTION ALL this ccon-
gregation

n
greFre gationpation makes me think of the days of kineking
benjamin the multitude being so great that all
could notdot hear I1 request the brethren not to
have any feelings for being convened thishis af-
ternoonterternnoonbon for it is necessarynecessary we want you all
to be still and give attention hatmat all may
hear let nonedone complain because of the situ-
ationatlonaaion of the congregation we will do the best

kwe can
for th hirstfirst time in my lifeilfe for the tim

inn your lives for the first time in the kinkinghorngLorn
of god in the century without a prophet
at our headbead do I1 step forth to act in my calling
in connection with thetile quorum of the twelve
as apostles of jesus christchhist unto this genera-
tion apos les whom god ilasliasa cacalleded by revel
actions through the rdprophetpb Jjoseph0 elleil who are
ordained and aanointedoltaitoit to bbearar off ththe keyskeas of
the kingdom of god in all the world

this people have hitherto walked by sight
and notdot by faith you have hadbad the prophet inin
your midst do you all undunaunderstandersland you
have walked by sight and without much plead-
ing to the lord to know whether things were
right or not

heretofore you have had a prophet as the
mouth of the lord to speak to you but he haahas
sealed his testimony with his blood and now
for the first time are yottyou cacalledled to walk by
faith not by sight

the first position I1 take in behalf of the
twelve and the people is to ask a few ques-

tions I1 ask the latter day saints do you as
individuals at this time want to choose a
prophet or a guardian inasmuch as our pro-
phetvt and patriarch are taken from our midst
do0 you want some one to guard to guide and
lead you through this world into the kingdom0of god or not all that want some person to
be a guardianpu ardianardlan 0 a prophet a spokesman or

somethingsome thine else signify it by raising thetile right
hihann 1 no votesvolesvot es I1

wb ti I1 came to this stand I1 hadbad peculiar
feelings and the faces of I1 his peopen
pie seem to savsaysay

i
wee want a shepherdthepherd to guidegulde

and lead us ahrthroughoum li this world all that wantw uit
to draw away a party anfnfreinin the church after
them let them do it if they callcan but heythey will
not prosper

if any man thinks lie hailhas influence am ng
thistins people to lead away a try it
and liehe will find out thathat there is power with
tilethe apostles which will carry thenIhenroffoff victoe
lousiona through all the world aniland emild up and
defend thefile church and kitiakingdomdom of god

what do thehe people want I1 feel as though
I1 wanted the privilegevilge to weep andanti mouris for
thirty daysdays at least then rise uptip shake my-
selfself and tellteli fhehie people hafwhathat tilethe lord wants
of tiletiiethen althoughallbough inmyV heart i too full of
mourning7 to lailatlaunchinci forth into bus penspeps trans-
actions andaud the organization of the chiuchurchchruchch I1

feel compelled thistills lavlayday to step forthjorth in the dis-
charge of those dutiesduties god has placed upon
mein e

I1 now wish to speak of tilethe organization of
the church cff jesus christ of latter day
saints ifit thehe church is organized andanti youyon
want to know how it is organized I1 will tell
you I1 know your ffeelings do 3 ou want me
to10 tell youryoun feereefeelinglinzs

nerehere is eidentpresidentPr ririgdondopdon who was counsel-
or to joseph I1 ask where are joseph and
hyrum they are gonevoneone beyond thetile vail suid
if elder ririddendon waniswants to ac as his counselor
liehe must go beyond thehe vail where liehe isir

theis haslias been much said about president
rigdon bellgbeitbeligg Prepresidedderdei t of liphe church and ledd-
ingicik lleileliehe people being the head ac ac broahro
thertheir mcdonrudon liashas cocomecompme lom10 miles to tell you
what lielip wants to do for youyonotioil if tiletiie people
want prest to leaiealeadd them theytirey may
have billbin but I1 say unto youjoll that lleilelieilie quorum
of tilethe Tti elielt e have the lejley a of the kingdom of
god in till 1

I1the twelve are appointed by the ringerfinger of
god here is brigham have his kleeshiees Iivereverver

anve hisflips ever quivered herenere
is hiberliebeht ber and lleilethelie of thehe Ttwelveelveeive an inde
pendent body ohowho haiilaeliace thehe keykels softs of lietile priest-
hood theflie keys of tilellelie kingdom of godgidoto de-
liver to all the wordworld this jsis true pso help meme
god tilytiltheythayy stand next to josephJosepjosephannhandand aarearore as
the first presidency of thetile ChiiChinchinchiidiclicil I1

I1 doin not know whetherii myiny enemies willni illlii taletaketaie
rajmy life or not arlalland I1iloiiodo nocDoCnot care for I1 want lo10
be with thehe man I1 love

you carmotcarmol fillrill the chiceeffice of a prophet seseerr
and revelator god must do hibhisthis you are
like children without a father and blepp with-
out a shepherd youyon must notot appoint any
man at our head if 3youoti should the twelve
must ordain him you cannot appoint a manmail
at our head but if yoi do want any other manmail
or men to lead youyonon takelake andana we villwill go
our way to build up the kingdom in all the
world

1I know ihowhoibo are josephs friends and who
are his enemies I1 know wherehere thehe keys of
the kingdom are and wherehere theyhey will eternally
be you cannot call ait inmanininin to be a prophet
abi cannot take elder rimrigrigdondon aridardaid place him
above the twelve if so liehe must be ordained
by them

I1 telltelitellyyouyonoilori there is an over anxiety to hurrybuery
matters berchere yonyou cannot take any man and
put him at the headbead you would scatter the
saints to hethe four windsands you would sesever th e
prieseriespriesthoodthoon so long as we remain as we are
the heavenly headbead is in constant operationcooperationco
with HEits and if you go outdut of that course god
will have nothing to do with yousou3 oli

againacron perhaps some think that our beloved
brocilebrotherr rigdon would not be honored would
not be looked to as a friend but if liehe does
right and remains faithful ne will notriot act
against our counsel nor we against his but
act together and we shall be as one

I1 again repeat no manmail can stand aat our head
except god reveals it from the heavens

I1 have spared nodo to learn my lesson of
the kingdom in this world and in the eteeternallinal
worldswor filE ardandandard if ifit were not so I1ifouldcould go and
live in peace butbat for the gospel and your
sakes I1 shall stand in my place we areart
liable to iebe killedballed all the day lodIODlongiong YOUyoa have
never lived by faithfalth

brother joseph the prophet has laid the
foundation for a great work and wecewillwillwili build
upon it otiyoutouoil have never seeliseen the quorums
bbuiltbulituiil t one upon another there is an almighty
foundation laid and we can build a kingdom
such as there never was in the world we callcan
build a kingdom faster than satan cancall Lhilliiiill the
saints off

I1 what do you want podo you want a pat-
riarch for the whole church to this we are

I1 perfectly willing if bro samuel ff smith
had been living it would have been his right
and privilege but he Isis dead liehe is gone to
joseph and hyrum he is out of the reach of
bullets antiand spears and he cancall waft himself

I1 with his brothers his friends and the saints
do you want a patriarch here is hibi other

william left here is uncle john smith uncle
to the prophet joseph left it is their rihightright1

bl
thehe right of

famiathe patriarchalpatriarchalatriarchal blessings belongsbelbeiollga
to josephs family

do you want a trustee in trust ilashas there
beenbeer a bishop who has stood in his lot yeiyetye
what is hisbis business to take charge of theI1

temporal afeeaffeaffairsirs so that the twelve and the
elders may go on their business joseph con
descended to do their business for them jo-
seph descendedcondescendedcon to offer himself for presid-
ent of the united states and it was a great
condescension

do you want a spokesman hereliere are elder
bigdon bro amasa lyman whom josejosephph
expected to take as a counselor and myself
do you want the church properly organized
or do you want a spokesman to be chief cook

and bottle washer eldelder hgdon claimclaimsstoto
be spokesman to tilethe prophet very wellweil he
waslwa blitbit cancall he now acact in that officeoffice if helie
haulswants now to iebe a spokesman to tiiethe prophet
hho ennst go the other side of lleileliethe vail for the
prophet is there britbut elder rigdon is ahre
wilywhy will elder rlriglottion1011 be a fool wllwhon
knows anythingan thing otof ttuieulee priesthood or of the
organization of the kingdom of god I1 am
plain

does this church wanti ant it as god organicorganizedt d
itltv or doto youou alltailtwantalit to clip tilethe powerpowen of the
priesthood and let those who have tilethe kekeyss
off thellie priesthood go and build uplip the kingdom
inin all the world wherever the peoplelaople will

if there is a spokesman itif hebe isis a kingling and
priest let him go arialland buildbidad up a kinlinkingdomadom unto
himself that is his right andaw it isis tilethe right of
many here but the twelve are at the head
otof it

I1 want to live on the eartherth and spread truth
lightigh all the world you saints of latter

days wwantant tim gs right if 10 0 0 men
and saysav tiley havehav the prophet jeseph smiths
shoesshoeb I1 know they are impostors iliin the
priesthood yoy on1 havehav e a richtright to build uptip a king
oomnom if you know how the church is organ-
ized

now if youou want sidney rigdon or william
law to lead vouyon or anyans body else oliouoil are I1

elcomewelcome to then buthut I1 tellteli youyon in tilethe name
of the lord that no man callcan putpia another be-
tween the twelve andawl the prophet joseph
whywha because joseph was their hilehie leaderleider
abulaud liehe haslias committed into their hands tilethe
keys of illethe hhiekingdomdoin in this lastliba
fortor all tilehe world dont put a thread between
the and godgo

I1 will ask vilowhoilio has stood next to joseph and
11 I1 have and I1 will stand next to himfilm
we aliseh lietie a lead and that head is the apostle-
ship the spirit and power of joseph and we
cancall now begin to see the necessity of that
apostleship

bpi iliglilnrigdondon was at his side not aboveabose no
manmail has a light to counsel the twelve but jo-
seph Sin lill think of these things yuY u can-
not apponappod t a prophetietlet but if youj oj leethelettke twelve
remain and actad in their place thethe keys otof the
kingkingdomdolndoin aieare with them midand they cancar manage
trie affairs otor the church and direct all thingsthinsthin s

arightbright
I1

now all this does not lessen the character of
president rigdon let him magnify his tiallingcalling
andwid joseph will want him fiebelondvond ththe vail let
him be caefus whawhat lie does lest that thread
which binds its together is cut asunder lililyM 1

god blessblesi usils all much more was said by
prest young blitbut notdot writwrittenteritell

amasa linan said I1 do not hienierise to elec
pioneertio neereer I1 am gratified wihwi li thetild open frank
and plain positionposition of president young ilehe
has seen lleilethelie relation I1 beaibeat to my deceased
brothelbrotherbro helbel I1 never did conceive it eave ma a pre-
cedence to go before lliefile twelve

I1 do not makemahe exceptions to anything helie has
said I1 believe there isis nolio paw er or offofficerlicer
or means waited to cairy on the work but
what is in the twelve I1 am satisfy d that nodo
manmail cancah cairy on the work but the power that
is in the twelvefw elleli e as iihasis been stated

there is one thing to secure tiletiie salvation of
this people and that is not itin union alonenione it
is for yonyou to know the right and be united it
has been presented by president younyouil r
audand I1 will back him uptip all I1 design tuto do is
to redeem myinv pledge

president younyoung has stood nextnetnei to the pro-
phet Joseph with the twelve and I1 have stoodwood
dexlnext toio th iiri and I1 will stand next to them
I1 have been at the back of joseph smith andarid
w illlii be at the back of the twelvee for everev er and
then we will be saved

there isja no need of a president we haehave a
head here what is that headheadd the quorum
of the twelve apostles are the head we now

I1
see the necessity of the apostleship

I1 mimightht rise up as wellvell as anyan other mailman to
ask for the prepresidency but I1 could not do it
without endamiendangeringering my salvation this is
the power that turns the key to bestow salva-
tion through all the land in the way that jo-
seph commenced it the first one called to do

1 the same in all tathee worvv orldoridd iff joseph smith had
any power to bear ortheoff the kingcomeking com of god tilethe
twelve have thestinethe samesaine

I1I1 I1 notdot advocate a choosing of a presid-
ent and myself a candidate so then youym knoknow
the place I1 occupy is to stand to the twelve
liethelleile same as the twelve did to joseph either
oilon one side or the other I1 do not want to go

i before them or to fall asleep I1 want to see
the kingdom rall forth by our united faith and
efforts

president rigdon calledcalleduponupon W W phelps
to spek inin his behalf as hefie could not speak

IV W phelps arose and said with the
knowledge that I1 have I1 cannot suppose but
that this congregation will act aright thisibis day
I1 bellevebelieve enough has been said to prepare the
minds of the people to act

i I1 have known many of them for 14 years
and I1 have aiwasalways known them to submit with
deference to the authorities otof the church I1
have seen the elders of israel and the people

i
i take their lives inin their hands and go without
purse or scrip illin winter and in summer I1 havehavhat e
seen them prepare for war and ready to pour
out their hearts blood and that is allan evidence
thatthit they will walk by counsel

I1lamiamam happy to see this little lake of faces
and to see the same spirit and disposition manmail
infested here todayto day as it was the day after the
bloody tragedy when joseph and hyrum smith

I1 were brought home dead to this city thenthonth nouyou
submitted to thetile lawsiams slowblow delay and handedbanded
the mattar over to god and I1 see the same
thing todatodayto dadayjayy you are nonoww determined as one
man to sustain the authorities of the church
and I1 am happy that the men who wereweno oaon

josephs right and left hindhandh ind submit themselvesiesyes
to the of the jpriesthoodnesthood

I1 have feelings about this especially for
president ririgdondoiidori mioamiwid I1 want to tidyaay I1hatthat there
tsis a quorum that the twelve belong to and
that thehie people will anat endowment I1
brouchtbroughtalltalit president oi into that quorum
and liehe received in part the blesbiesblessings I1 could
not bear he thothoughttight of presidentpres dent higoon going
into thetile world wllwil bolit hisills endowment he did
obtain part andanti I1 hopehore helie will submit

I1 wantiv ant brother amisa to stand onoil tilethe sidoside
of the twelve and they are wanted still
iftlet them ao0o oilof and sustain them inin that high
0officM c yoiyou cannot putpit nrhr a guardiangu aidian of tha
clicilhonihonl I1

we have hitherto walked by sight andard if a
man wantedw to krowkrow anything liehe had onlyoni to
Kgo to broberbro cpr jospphjosfph jojoaephjosephseph hasbas gone but behe
has not left usns comfortless

I1 wantant to say that brother joseph came and
enila likenedlitened me t datdai 8 after liehe rasyas buried
lie came thehe same as when he waswaa alive and
inin a moment appeared to me in his own house
lieHP said tell the drivers to drive on I1 asked
if the building waswasonon wheels ilehe said cer-
tainly I1 spoke alid awayavav it went iyeive drove
all round the hills and valleys liehe thellthen told
the driversarii ers to drivedm e onoil 0overer be rivernv er into iowa
I1 told liimfilm devil creek was before LSus ileho
saidsald drive overer devil creercreek I1 dontdoht care for
devil creek or any other creek and we did so

then I1 awoke
there is a combination of persons inin this

city hobo are in intercourse with
william andarid lisilsjisonilsonn liwL tw who are at the bot-
tom of tilethe mattemilterr to destroydesro all that stand for
joseph and there areaie persons novdow in this city
who are only uawa atine powerpowen to murder allali thetho
personspdersons that still h idild onoil to joseph biltbut let ua
go ahead uldnidand buildbulli tipup the templetempie and then
youoli willmill be endowed when the templelempie Ssis com-
pleted all tileihm honorablehonor ible mothers irlitiin israel will
be endowed aaas well as thehe elders

if louvori wantwant to doto rilbillitlit uphold hethe elpielvi
if hayheythey die I1 am billinsillinsil lins to0 o liedie with them but
do youri our duduty and ouon will be endowed I1 will
sustain the twelve aaas lonsions as I1 havehaie breath

when joseph was goinggoinz away he saldsaidbild8 ildiid heh
vaswas going to iliadi and I1 saidslid I1 was willingtowillingwilwll tintolintoto
die with him altbitb it asis I1 am now alivealii P as a law-

eryeryen inn larianlarielteliel I1 am determined to liveinc
I1 want yousou3 on all to recollect that joseph and

hyrum have only been reinli ed from the earth
alid they nownot counsel addand coincoln erse with the
gods beyond tilethe reach nf powder and ball

P P pratpratt saidsald whatwhitwh tt liashas been said has
been well saldsaids uldlid if therelure are men hereh re iho are
our enebenemieenemieinies ill tell when they will cease
to be here they will be here while you will
deal viehwilhwith bliem if I1 exchangeexthangehanse property or
deal with men I1 do it with those whom I1 know
to be faithful I1

if there are tvwickedaked menman here it is because
we Flippepportlipportiipp ort them stopS op dealing with them
and they will pogo awayaay will I1 support them
no I1 would deal with all honest men whom I1
know to be a ich

I1 am w willingellms to do good to all men especially
to the household of faith our enerenemiesen niesmies will
caaso to dwelldivell here when youyoli cease tofo deal
with them mobs andanti wicked men will ccasecease
when oli cease to support them

I1 know we cancall all lnefive andandind be happy too
when we deal with honest men if a man
wants a doctor or a lilawyerawyer he itwillilllii send dir-
ectestly for the voist bhailman hebe can hindfird

I1 would die a natural death sooner thanihan I1
would havehaie a wicked doctor to help me orfoff I1
would go without slicing all thetile days of mvmy
life before I1 would go to a lawyer to sue 1I

1

will not say anything about the merchants be-
cause

1

oilolloil all know them
prest 13 young again arose and said

there is13 moremare business than callcan be done ilisillsthis
afieraflerafternoonnoon but we callran accomplish all we want
to have done without caalimbilling this
of the whole chulchchurch I1 am gottiggoingC to present to
youj ou the leadinglealead lingincinz items

I1 do0 o not ask you to take my counsel or ad-
vice alone but everyever one of botiyou act for yourour

bit if brother itildonlldondondun is the person you
want to lead joujonoil vote for him but not unless
youQU intend to follow lumsum and support him as
oilyoli did joseph do not say goBO without youou
mean to take hisbis counselcoicolcliitislilsitis hereafter

andarid I1 would sayay the samesamp for the twelve i

dont make a covenant to support them unlessulless
you intend to abide by their counsel and if
theytiley do not counsel you as 5 ou please dont
turn round andarid oppose them

I1 want every mailman beoobetobeforerehehe enters into a
colenancovenant to know what be is going to do but
wewe wariwallwant to know ifit this people will support
the priesthood inin the ramepame of israels god
if you say you will do so

we want men appointed to take charge of
thehe business that didid lay on the shouldshoulderserbera of0

joseph let inene say to youou that this kingdom
will spreadread more than ever

the twelvee havehavhat e the power now the seven-
ties the elders and all of youjou can have power
to go and build tipup the kingdom inin the name ofot
israels god nauvoo willwill not hold all tilotho
people t lat willwiil come aito11 to the kingkingdomdom

we want to build the temple so as to get
our endowment and if we do our best and
satan will not let us build it we will go into
the wilderness and we will receive the endow-
ment for we will receive an endowment any-
how

will you abide our counsel I1 again say
my soul for any mans if they will abide our
counsel that they will go right into heavenhearen
we have all the sigrsigf s and tokens to give to thetb
porter at the door and he will let us in

I1 will ask yousouj ou as quorumsqu do 3 ou wwantant bro 1

ther rigdon to stand forward as your leadeleader
your guide your spokesman prest rigdon
wants me to bring up the otherlother question first
and that is does the church wantwint and isis it


