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came. This decision, of course, nulli-
fies the opinlon of the Attorney (Gene-
ral, nnd unless it can be reversed hy a
hiyher court, all the Chinese exelusion
legislation is llttle more than geod for
nothing.

A Washinglon dispatch says that |

this end of the coutroversy means
much to Canada in the way of reve-
nue, a¢ the Dominion will now be:

_come A& thoroughfure [for Chinamen
en route to this country, each
of whom puys $50 head tax to Canada.
Four shiploads of Chinamen arrive at
Vancouver every month. From Jan-
1 to July 15, 1801, 7900 Chinamen
landed, and of these 7000 were en route
to the United Btates. Conada made
£395,000 by this little truffic.

Now that there is practicaliy no re-
striction to the trade, it is expected
that Canada will realize $1,000,000 an-
nually wilhout anpy eXxpense, except
the galaries of n few customs officers
who will receive the eash and turn it
over to the Dominion treasury.

QUR LAND QUESTION.

Tue New York Evening Sun has
Jdndertaken to ‘‘elt down?’ on the sug-
gestions made by the )ate Irrigation
Congrese. Iie main protest is ngajnst
giving the eevern]l Biates nnd Terri-
tories of the West any special jurlsdic-
tion over their arid lapds. It quotes
the caee of the government’s ceding of
swamps and overflowed lnnds to certain
Btates for the purpose of recilamation.
According to its testimony thence-
forth nll the avallable lande in the
States B0 favored became swampy or
overflowed, and hundreds of thou-
pande of acres entered upon this basis
became very fruitful farms withoutany
reclumation save i three-ply barb fence
around them,

\While nil 1his might be true of the
lands named, when used as a gulde to
the distribution of the arid lande of the
West, it is eutirely inapplicable. Tak-
ing Utah for ap example, if every foot
of unclaimed Iland im the Territory
were declared nrid without qualifica-
tlon, it would Bot in any way stretch
the popular or technical deffinilion of
arfd Iande. And we belleve this rule
would apply pretty genernlly through-
out the West. .

There are, to be sure, vast tracts of
graziug lande which produce a certain
kind of dewert graes without irrigation.
But without {rrigation they coul! not
under any circumstanees be used for
any other purpose than gruzing, and
would, therefore, be sought after by
small holders in no case without the
hope of bringing water onlg them.

Asg far as any exteuslve land grabg
are concerped, which alone would
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make the soil deslrable under its pres-
eut condition, the plain spirit of the
Irrigation Congress was againet any-
thing of thakbeort and it so expressed
itself, A ¢lear majority of that body
wae in favor ot limiting all privale
grants to 320 acres, and we regret that
this expression was not embodied in
the resclution a8 finally ndopted.

We have pnot the space to overhaul
the Sun’s various endenvors to justily
ita position but here Is a parsage that
touches upon the question which s of
more than ordinary signlfiennce:

vBut ibe second effact of sueh land laws

is not 8o oleurly mischievous. The sec-
ond effcet is that lands really arid are
taken over by the Stale and a part of

these will be really irrigated by works
of the sort described by the promoters of
the grant bills. So far na these works are
of genuine utility thay are likely 1o be
arected by capitalists and stock com-
panies., Thoy, oo, may bs likened to
rajlwaye, Dol only in magnitude, but in
engineoring character. Upon the lands
they reach they confer an enermous in-
| crease in value, and this is none the less
in addition to the wealth of the State be-
caunse it goes jnto the privato pockets of
the individuals who put their money
into the enterprise.”

This *second effect’’ here describesd
wag not in any sense the purpose of
the congress. Had it been so, it would
have been very decldedly '‘mischiev-
ous.”” The ldea of lkenlug vast
schemes of land monopoly to rallroad
enterprise is the most conspicuous fal-
lacy which the Sun has giveu us on
the Irrigation questior. Monopoly
fu railroad building, while it bus many
evils It likewise has its returns of good
to the public. Besides thls, for the re-
suits of railroad monopoly therels »
remedy, for monopelized land there ie
none, save that of revolution. The
builiing of rafiroads, with 2 monepoly
of transportation as & conscquence, is
yet ome of the great symbols of prog-
ress, and ia a8 accurate an index as
poseible of the advance of civilization.
The aggregation of laud into enormous
private holdings Is, on the other hand,
a8 perfect wn ¢xample of retrogretion
as these timep afford. It is o sure and
direet course toward barbariein. The
grent basis of Ameriean civilization is

persunal independence, and where
15 that prioeiple #o  strongly
fortified a8 in the absolule

ow nership ofprivate landholdings?

On thie questiun we pay most em-
phatically that rather than have this

Western Terrilory  plastered over
with enormous  private grants
though it were the only possible

means avaflable to bring them under
cultivation, they would better lay idle
and barren for a bundred years, pro-
vided that when they were reclaimed
a proper and equitable distribution
would result. .

There are s great
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Americans who might carp at this
principle, but it ls the only gpe by
which this country can ever gbtaln the
{fuli purpose of ita being or its possivle
greatness and power,

The land fp in the true ourse ot
nature the peoples bulwark against
tyranny and enslavement, any when
they losé it they ure but gpe Btep
from perpotual bondage.

POLITICS AND PREACHERS,

A NEW YORK preacher Ingt Bunday
pald the following tribute tq the alty
government:

‘“The present ruler of New "

flth. Filth unutterable; filth jqessrii
nble; filth suprome; rtreots piled swith
ritbbish, strewn with diBBHRe-in[’eg[ed
garbage, beavy with dirt or impaseable -
with mud. The very air is laden
wflfoeating; mt;.lodo;ouu diry, =

hence this refgn of Ailth an

dircase? The anewer iy m\lr,‘"‘“'}';.‘“ﬁf,;"f’,f
the streets means lth in the ¢fty hall
ATl strcets lead to the cliy pgj rf-‘h'
fountain of ilth at the head of the pjt 1°
certain to pollute every vein anq ;’ig, §
Filthy strects—filthy politics. Th, wau’,’;
su%ply ot the city is deelared by experts
to be infit for himan use. Ty 1ap" ki
founisin of lifo become a pool gf ﬁltllz
marks the outermost limits of {he end
Ium of socinl degradation, Whén(i:)enlh[')-
oironed water? The nnswer jg (.-mls

olsoned politics. Fitth in DDUL}(Q:; m%;_-;

in water.”

From this we would judge that
politice and sewers in New York are
getting an badly mixed up as jn this
city. Butibe preachers of Now York,
iike lhe preachers of Balg Lake, have
thelr spells of being eloquent for the
mere entertainment of it, much after
the fashjion that youthiful declaimers in
mock debating clubs rave themselves
honrse maybe over the stirring quees
tion**Was the clvil war g failure?? or
something of that sort,

To give an illustration, wWge have
had in this city more or legs robus-
tious oratory from the region of the
churches in a seeming efort (o estab-
lish a similitude between the figurative
sewage in city hall politics apd the
literal sowage that at that time was its
principal fountain of inepiration, How
much of earnest businesy there was in
these declamatlons and how much of
the idle yassion of certain 1le men for
being eloquent, was determiped Jast
August, when the talkers g]] came
forth to periake of and pralse that
which they had been reviling.

Relurning to the New York
prescher, we almost suspect that he
is much after the pattern of our Salt
Lnke preachers. For with such renti-
mente as he voices carried vigorouely
into-the battle ground of New York
polities by a united charge from the
churches in general, the conditions he
describes would not exist. We know

many honeet'that if al) the talk that has been heard



