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His chlldren the pian or plape which
He had coocerning the earth upon
which we dwell. Lucifer had & plan
to present to God. He wanted the
the saivation of all the buman tamily,
and to he (he inetrument of effecting
their redemption in his own way, and
for this iabor he was to receive the
glory. But Jesus, the Beloved, the
Only - Begotten of the Father :n the
flesh, dealred that the will of God
shouid be done, aond that the glory
should be given unto the Father
himsel. Tue plan of Jesus was
rec ived; the plan of Lucifer wae
rejected. He rebelled in heaven, and
hedrew after him a third part of the
hoste of heave : and they were cast
down to earth because el that rebellion.
1t was impossible tur them to dwell 1o
thd presence ot God possessing the
epirit which filled them.

8o it Luas been in the Church. A
wpirtt of diesensivo will bring disaster
to thuse who encourage it. You re.
memuer by reading the bistory of tne
uays of Klirdand, how hall of the
Twelve Apostles turned upon the
Propnhetut God,aod so flile ' were they
with the spirit of Saian that if they
oould have had their way he wouli
have been siain at the haode of thuse
who bhad been his friends and who had
been in the clusesl communion with
him. Butthrough the mersy of God
his life was spared. They were not
permiited to wourk out thelr evil de-
signs, and the Propbet lived until he
could seal histestimony wich his blpodal
the hands of those who had rejected nis
testimouy. Butthose who were in re-
bellion, those who had sought to dis-
rupt the Courch and to break the in.
fluence of the Prophet of God, had
failen pn the *‘stone?” and bhad boeu
shattered to pieces, and they went
down to destruction, having lost the
Bpirit of Gud. Home of them after
wards returned and made full atone-
ment, a8 1ar a8 it was pussible for them
tu do, for the wrooge which they had
ouommitted; but othera never returned.

These examples, aod numergus
others which might be cited, should be
a constaut warniog to Latter-day
Baints to not permit any spirlt to tase
posseesion of theil hearis that is apt to
lead them in the ways of unrighteoua-
ness, If they diverg. (rom tne path
which God has marked out for them to
tollow, they will certaiuly lose the
epirit of the Gospel. The Holy Ghbost,
which gives them a testimony of the
truth of God, will depart from them,
and they wiil go inte darkness and
down to dJdestruction, uniess they re-
pent. We should seek 0ot only to
remove auny spirit of this Eiud from
our own hearts, but also from the
hearts of those who are around us, [t
we are called to preside in any capaci-
ty in the midst of the people, our cun-
stant effort should be to overcome any
gpirit which I8 likely to divide the peo-
ple in regard tospiritual matters. And
we ceriainiy cannot indulge in fauit.
flnding, iu backbiting, in slandering,
ia opposition- to the dictates of those
whom God has called to act asout
guides, without loslng in & measute
the epirit of the boly religion which

we have received. Now, 1 do not
refer so much to thingsof a temporal
character, There are certaln thinge
conpnected with our daily lives upon
whioh God hae given .0 Fevelativn;
He bhas given no direot word to His
people for their guidance ia these

matters, and they must he left therein
to the exercise of their own juugment
and the wisdom which He has poured
out upon them, or which He will give
to them when they seek wisdom at
His bands, But L refer to the spiritual
things, to the doctrines of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Baints
concerning which there are debales,
disoussions, quibblings and question
among the Latter-day Saiuts. Upon
these polnte we cannot atlord to be
divided, to be in opposition one to an-
other; for the Lord, in establishing
this peffect plan of salvation of
which He has made uas the recipients,
inetituted a way in His Churoh by
which we can receive from Him at any
time the counsel of His will, and upon
any matter concerning which there is
dispute. He hus instituted an author-
1ty in His Church for the settlement
of such disputes. In regard to the
cardinal principlee of the (Rospel there
i# no question. We uuderstand faith
to be the Hrst princlple of revesied re-
ligion. We understand repentance to
be necessary for the salvation of the
children of men. We koow that hap-
tism is esseutial tosalvation, We know
that the laylngz oo of hands e one of
the cardinal doctrinee of the Clhurch.
We also Enow that union 13 a3 necess
sary to the Latter-day Saliote in ite
place as faith, repentance, baptiam sod
the laying on of hande are essential In
their places. But there are frequently
other things arising in our experieace
vooncerning which the word of the
Lord is not snifigiently clear to ease
our minde and to place them at rest in
considering these matters. Howsnall
we receive light upon them? If these
principles concern ourselves individu-
ally, or our families, it we stand at the
head of families we can appeal to God
for guidance; we can usk fur His Bpirit
to enlighten vur minds apnd give ue
the revelation of His will concerning
that poiot on wuich there are douhts in
our miods, And if we seek Him in
the proper manner, He will give to us
ihe revelations of His will upon that
matter. Lfit were not s0, how would
it be with our Elders who go abhroad to
the nations of the earth and among
people opposed to them, and whodsslre
irequently their deastruction? [If they
weore loft without this spirit of revela-
tion which God ives to Hie children
who eeek Him in the proper manner,
how wouid It be with them umnder such
ciroumatances? BHBad indeed would be
thelr condition] We might then with
fearful hearts send our Elders out to the
nativos of the earth to preach thie
Goepel. But Eoowiag that our Father
is all-powerfui, that He ie omuoipotent
and omolpresent, we can gend vut these
young men,inexparienced though they
may be, to nny partof the earih, know-
ing that when they are in tzouble they
oan seek God, and that He wilt be near
to hear and answer their prayers. Our
experience in the past sixty Years has
fully verified the promise that He maue
unto His children bhundrede ot years
ago, that those who sought Himshould
recaive wisdom at His hands.

But how s it with regard to the
afluirs of a ward? For jpstance, if
there is n division amoong the Priest-
hood of & ward, who is to receive
the gounsel necessary to produce har-
mony aod to establish pesce among
the memhers of that ward? W ho, but
the Bishop, whostands at the head of
that ward? Who but the father of

e

that ward? Who but the mau upon
whom God has -beatowed the Priest-

hood, wnot only of Aaron, but of
Melchisedec?. Who but this man can
interpose between factions of the

Haiots, and by the word of God which
he speaks to the people re.establish
harmoony and union amoong them, The
Bishop has thie right., If he does oot
exercise it, he is not llving up to
his caliing. 8> too, in regard to
the affaire of a BSitake. Huppose
there are difterences exlsting between
wards in the Stake, or between organi-
zatlons which belong to the Stnke, the
Presldent of the Btake « as the authority
and the right to seek for the Spirit of
Gud—the epirlt of revelation—to guide
bim In thu course which he shouald
take. Of course these Presidents of
Stakes and Bishops have access to the
bigher suthorities of the Church, and
they can seek counsel from them. But
this ehould oot suffice; they should
alsp bhave the testimony of the
Spiritot God, (o tell shem that
the oounsel whiobh they receive
from time to time I8 the very cgounsel
which God Himeell would give were
He here In person. Home presidents
of stukes ure so far distaut frum the
heaaquarters of the Church that they
do nu bhave access at all times tothe
FPresldency, and perbape time would
not per:nit them to write for the coun-
se} which they desire; then they have
the privilege to wo to the Lord and
receive direct revelstion from Him,
through the 8pirit of God, as to what
course they shall take, Bo with every
quorum and organization In the
Church. The Twelve Apostles huvs
a quoruin superior to thewm, to .whowm
they can appeal for . couusel
sod for guidance when they
are in a quandary a8 to which courae
tney shall take or whiob path they
shall follow. ‘The Presidency of the
Church ie that quoram. At the head
of that quorum le the man who repre-
sents the Lord upon the earth, and
who is His mouthpiece. And heyond
bim, we can appesal to our Father and
God, and if we seck Him in the proper
way HisBpirit will be poured out upon
us to direct us as te what we shall do
and gay.

Brethren and sisters, you know that
this ia the order. You know that thie

is  the way to settle disputes
concerning doctrine aod all mat-
ters of a spiritual opature. Any

You must oot permit, iIf you desire
to retain the Spirit of Christ, temporal
affiirs to intervene botween you and
‘Your brethren and sisters. If you have
differences of opinion in regard to the
management of any affalrs coonected
with your daily lives, you muest not
allow them to divide you in spirit, to
array you one agalust anether, to

cause you to flnd fault with your

neighbor, and to condemn him be-
cause perchance hie ldeas are not the
same a8 yours, You must allow the Lord
to judge between you in all your af.
fairs, whether they he spiritual or tem-
poral. We must peek (0 know the will
of God, and then earnestly carry it
out, having respect to the feelings
of all with whom we labor and among
whom we associate, ' Judge not, that
Yo be not judged. For with what
judgment yejudge, ye shall he Judged:
and with wnat measure ye mete, it
shall he measured to you again.’’ This
is true in regard toour temporaf affairs
a8 well as our-splritual affaire. We



