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his children the plan or plans which
he hadbad concerning the earth upon
which we dwell lucifer had a plan
to present to god he wantwanted the
the salvation of all the human family
and to be the instrument of effecting
their redemption in his own way and
for this labor be was to receive the
glory but jesusjeans the beloved the
only begotten of the father in the
flesh desired that the will of god
should be douedone and that the glory
should be given unto the father
biesel toethe plan of jesus was
reorec ived the plan of lucifer was
rejected he rebelled in heaven and
hebe drew after him a third part of the
hostsboats of heave i and they were cast
dodownw n to earth because oft that rebellion
it was impossible torfor them to dwell in
mhd presence otof gad possessing the
spirit which filled them

so it has been in the church A
spirit of dissension will bring disaster
to those who eDdoencourageurage it you re-
member by reading the history otof the
days of Kirtkinlandlands how half of the
twelve apostles turned upon the
prophet utof gudmandjud and suso fille were they
with the spirit of satan that if they
could have hadbad their way he woul i
have been asiain at the handsbands of those
who hadbad been hisbis friends and who had
been in the closest communion with
him but through the mercy of god
his life was spared they were not
permitted to work out their evil de-
signs and the prophet lived until hebe
could seal his testimony wiLb his blood at
thetha hands of those who had rejected his
testimony but those who were in re-
bellion those who had soughtbought to dis-
rupt the church and to break thetee in-
fluence of the prophet of goddadgod bad
fallen on the stone and hadbad been
shatteredbattered to pieces and they went

down to destruction having lost the
spirit of god somedome of them after
wards returned and made full atone-
ment asae far as it was puspossiblesible for them
to do for the wrongs which they hadbad
committed but others never returned

these examples and numerous
others which might be cited should be
a constant warning to latte rd
saints to not permit any spirit to tase
possession of their hearts that isin apt to
lead them in the ways of unrighteous-
ness

soua
if they didivergedevergverg from the path

which god has marked out for them to
follow they will certainly lose the
spirit of the gospel the holy ghost
which givesgiven themthein a4 testimony of the
truth otof god will depart from them
and they will go into darkness and
down to destruction unlessunions they re-
pent we should seek not only to
remove any spirit of thisthin kind from
our own hearts but also from the
hearts of those who are around us if
we are called to preside in any capaci-
ty in the midst of the people our con-
stant effort should be to overcome any
spirit which is likely to divide the peo-
ple in regard to spiritual matters and
we certainly cannot indulge in fault-
finding iuin backbitingbackbiting in slandering
IQin opposition to the dictates of thode
whom god has called to act as our
guides without imloringing in a measure
the spirit of the holy religion which
we have receivedived now I1 do not
refer so muchmach to things of a temporal
character there are certain things
connected with our daily liveslive upon
which god has given 100 revelation
he has given no direct word to his
people for their guidance lain these

matters and they must be left therein
to the exercise of their own judgment
and the wisdom which he has poured
out upon them or which he will give
to them when they seek wisdom at
his hands but I1 refer to the spiritual
things to the doctrines of the church
of jesus christ of latter day saints
concerning which there are debates
discussions quibbling a and question
among the latter day saints upon
these points we cannot afford to be
dividad to beinbe in opposition one to an-
otherotherforfor the lord in establishing
this perfect plan of salvation of
which he has made us the recipients
instituted a way in his churon by
which we can receive from him at any
time the counsel of his will and upon
any matter concerning which there is
dispute he has instituted an author-
ity in his church for the settlement
of such disputes in regard to the
cardinal principles of the gospel there
is no question we understand faith
to be the first principle of revealed re-
ligion we understand repentance to
be necessary for the salvation of the
children of men we know that bap-
tism is easeu bial to salvation we know
thattiethat the laying on of bands is one of
the cardinal doctrines of the church
we also know that union is as neces-
sary to the latter day saints in its
place as faith repentance baptism and
the laying on of hands are essential in
their places but there are frequently
other things wisingarising in our experience
concerning which the word of the
lord is not clear to ease
ourur minds and to place them at rest in
considering these matteramatters howshallhow shall
we receive light upon them itif these
principles concern ourselves individu-
ally or our families if we stand at the
headbead of families we can appeal to god
for guidance we oancan ask irfor hishie spirit
to enlighten our minds and give us
the revelation of his will concerning
that point on w aich there are doubts in
our minds and if we seek him iuin
the proper manner tlehe will give to us
the revelations of his will upon that
matter itif it were not so how would
it be with our elders shogowho go abroad to
the nations of the earth and among
people opposed to them and who desire
frequently their destruction if they
were left without this spirit of revela-
tion which god gives to his children
who seek him in the proper manner
how would it be with them under such
circumstances sadbad indeed would be
their conditionconditi we might then with
fearful hearts sendend our elders out to the
nations of the earth to preach this
gospel but knowing that our father
is all powerful that he is omnipotent
audand omnipresent we oancan send out these
young inexperiencedmen though they
may be to any part of the earth know-
ing that when they are in trouble they
can seek god and that he will be near
to bear and answer their prayers our
experience in the past sixty years has
fully verified the promise that fie
unto his children hundreds ot01 years
ago that those who sought him should
receive wisdom at his hands

but how tois it with regard to the
attainaffairs of a wardaward for instance itif
there is a division among the priest-
hood of a ward who is to receive
the counsel necessary to produce har-
mony and to establish peace amongmong
the members of that ward who but
the bishop who stands at the head of
that ward who but the father of

that ward who but the man upon
whom god hambaa bestowedbea towed the priest-
hood not only of aaron but of

who but thisthin man can
interpose between factions of the
saintesaint and by the word of god which
tiehe speaks to the people establishreestablishre
harmony and union among them thebishop has this right if hebe does not
exercise it he- is not living up to
his callingcil ling Ssa too in regard to
the affairs of a stake suppose
there are differences existing between
wards in the stake or between organ
lations which belong to the stake the
president of the stake I1 as the authority

I1 and the right to seek for the spirit ofgod the spirit of revelation to guide
him in the course which he should
takecake of course these presidents of
stakes and bishops havohave access to the
higher authorities of the church and
they can seek counsel from them but
this should not suffice they should
also have the testimony of thegod to tell them thathat
the counsel which they receive
from time to time is the very counsel
which god himself would give were
feherehe here in person some presidents
of stakes are so far distant from the
headquarters of the church that they
do no have access at all times to the
presidency and perhaps time would
not permit them to write for the coun
sel which they desire then they have
the privilege to go to the lord and
receive direct revelation from himthrough the spirit of god as to what
aoucourse they shall take so with everyquorum and organization in the
church the twelve apostles have
a quorum superior to them to whom
they can appeal for counsel
and for guidance when they
are in a quandary as to which course
tuey shall take or which path they
shall follow the presidency of the
church is that quorum at the headbead
of that quorum Is the man who repre-
sents the lord upon the earth and
who is hishia mouthpiece and beyond
bim we can appeal to our father andgod and itif we seek him in the proper
way his spirit will be poured out upon
us to direct us as to what we shall do
and say

brethren and sisters you know that
this is the order you know that this
is the way to settle disputes
concerning doctrine and all mat-
ters of a spiritual nature and
you must not permit if you desire
to retain the spirit of christ temporal
affairs to intervene between you andyour brethren and sisters if you have
differences of opinion in regard to themanagement of any affairs connected
with your daily lives you must not
allow them to divide you in spirit toarray you one against another to
cause you to findand fault with your
neighbor and to condemn him be-
cause perchance his ideas are not the
same as yours you must allow the lordto judge between you in all your at
fairs whether they be spiritual or tomternwe must seek to know the will
of god and then earnestly carry it
out having respect to the feelings
of all with whom we labor and among
whom we associate judge not that
ye be not judged for with what
judgment yejudge ye shallbe judged
and with what measure ye motemete it
shall be measured to you again C this
isin true in regard to our temporal abird
as well as our spiritual affairsaffair we


