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FIGHTING AND RUNNING. Bufore daybreak the British coi-|of well-disclplined veterans, and
L umyp bad reached theriver. The rain|uumbered mnearly double that of

He that fights and rons nway

Lives to Oght another day;

He that ig ntcl;al;tl';sln[tninx?n

- T —Old Rhyae.

It is not often that, in time of war,

the nrmy that ‘fightaand ropsaway”
comes in for 80y share of admiration
for Its hravery. Yet Lbhere are tn-
atances in the history of ourown pation
where maneuvers of this nature have
called for sublime courage and de-
termination, and where a preference
for belng ‘“io battle &lain®’ rather than
to beat B hasty retreat would bave heen
Jooked upon 88 snything but wisely
Courageous. pe such occaslon is
found in the esperiznce of the revolu-

tiopary herv, Geperal Nathaojel
Gf]e::f(;ue huodred and twelve years
ago this month—In the dead of winter

—the American army of the south,
poorly equipped snd numerloally
wenk paased through tts dark days in
the allotted task of preserving the
Carolinas from cowplete subjection to
Rritish rule. To riek a declsive en-
gagement nod place itsell within reach
ofthe powertul force nuder Lord Corn-
wallls mesnt never “to fght again,”
and consequently dismal failure. To
retire and leave the foe undisturbed
would have been an abandonment al-
most as uisastrous and less glorious.
There was only one course—uncertaln
as to ita practicabllity—m_:lq that was
to heep up the fight, retiring mesn-
while. it need be, into Virginia, and
etill i)reaerve iteelf intact to harass
and eventuaily beat back theenemy.
In the month of January—the 17th
-1781, Colonel Morgan had routed the
forces of the daaliing Britlsh Colonel
Tarleton; and Lord Cornwallis, de.
termimed to punisb the vigtors and re-
eapture the prisoners, huroed his bag.
gage, put hie troope loto ltght march-
ing order, and started in hot baste
after the A meric#hs, who were on thelr

tmal

way to join the muin army under Gen-
er | (teeue, Row croesing the Ca-
tawba.

Three large Livers rise in the norlh-l
western - parts of North and Bouth
Carolina, and flow southeusterly to- |
ward the Atiantic. The flrst, or most

gouthern one, I8 the Catawba,
which empties Into  the Santee;
next . is the Yadklo, £l wing
foto the Pedee; nnd the most

northern Is the Dan, win ing back and
forth over the Virginia ilne, andJ emp-
tying into the Roacoke. A retreating
army between & deep river and a
powerful antagonist 18 In a very peril.
oup situation; while one between two
armiep effectuslly separales them for
some time. Morgan having fjoined
Gireene, and passed safely over the
Catawba, the great ettort of Liord Corn-
wallis was now Lo overtake hls weak
adversary somewbere hetween the
great rivers; while General Greene-was
making every «flort to keep a stream
dividing bim suod Lis foe. Heuvy rain
storms had swollen the river so as te
prevent the British commander from
erossing. Butafier a couple. of days’
delay he decided, by a night march Lo
a private ford, to ueceive the patriots
and cross the river without oppoeition.
Iu this, however, he was disappointed,
for the ever-vigilant Greene had sta-
tioned « body of militin there to dlspute
Lhe passage.

was falling in torrents, and [the turbid,
foamingstream,whose roaring broke the
solemn stiliness of all else around,
seemed indeed uninviting in the
gloons. Curnwallis reined his steed
on the bank, and gazed long aud anx-
iousiy through the misty darkness. All
seemed quilet, but the soldier’s keen
eye detected occasional flashes of
camp firege in the forest, showing too
well that hls foe wae nol to be caughl
oapping. The order tv advance was
given, anod the troops boidly entered
the chaunel, holulng their muskets
shove their heads, aud steadying each
other on the slippery bottom. The
cavalry plunged through, though
meny a borse and rlder was boroe
down by the rapid stream.

The head of the column had scarcely
reagched the center of the river when
thesentinels on the opposite shore gave
a warning signail, apd a few momeunts
iater ive bundred Americans poured
in a deetructive voiley, thinning
the rapks of the advancing
fue. Cornwallis' horse was shot
under him, but the npoble an-
struggled onward, bringing
his rider eafe to shore. The intrepid
troops moved quickly forv ard, and the
militta were compeiled to give way
vefore superior force. The British
commander was now oo the same gide
ag his adversary, and determined to
follow bim up and crush him aL & biow,
Greene had no sooper learned of bis
enemy’s suovessful movement than he
was on his way tothe Yadkin. For
three days the worn and ragged
patriots dragged themselves through
deep mud and drenching rain, siop.
plog but a few hours to eat and rest.

By midnlght vn the evening of Feb:
ruary 3rd, the last of the A merlcan
army were embarked, the British ad-
vance guard being go close as Lo give
them a parting volley.  Nota boat was
leit bebind, apd the heavy ralos had
made tbe rlver unfordable, compelling
the British to bait. Next morning
saw the twe armiesencamped within
view of each other, the Yadkln sorg-
ing and threatening beiween, ds if
guarding the patriots und bldding de-
fiince to the invader. Furious at this
second esgcape of their enemy, the
British planted their artillery along
the banks of the river, and began a
heavy cannonade on the American
camp; but the latter reste:d in security
behind an elevated ridge. A small
cabin, alinost hidden by the rocks, was
chosen by Greene as his headquarters.
This was & apecial object for the Brit-
ish marksmen, and it was not iloug be-
fore the roof of the cabln wasstruck,
but the stern warrior within wrote on
peacefully, while hia troops were en-
Jjoying the repose so hardly won.

Four days passed before Corowallis
was ahle to move forward. Croesing
the river a few miles below, he ad-
vanced to where the Amerlcans had
ercamped, only to find them on the
march for Guildford Court House,
where Greene had dJirected a large
body of troops to meet him, and where
he had determined to turn on his
purauer. Butto his great disappoint-
ment.on reaghing Gulluford helearned
that the reinforeements promised
bhad wot arrived, Here was pnow a
seripus difficulty. The English army
was compoBed almost  entirely

he Amerleane, who, at best, were but
raw troops. Uuder such clroumetances
it woull be madnees for the patriot
forces to risk a battle, while retreat
was DOW next to ifcpossible. In the
hope of obtainlng sufficient ndditions
to his army to enab e him to hold the
foe in check, (reene bad suflured
Corowallis to approach so close that
there seemed scarce & hope of escape,
apt the British commander deemed
his prey at last secure,

But Greene was not to be daunted.
On the 10th of February the Amerl-
¢ans were again Io motion. The armies
were pow about twenty-ive miles
upart. The pext river—the Dan—wus
deep, and bhad to be ferried over,except
&t B ford a considerable distance up the
stream. This Cornwallis knevi§ and
oxpected Greene to make for the ford.
He therefore piaced his army—which
could move more rapidiy than the
Amerioans, who had thelr baggage to
carry—iu B position to assure a ¢om-
plete vigtory. Greene alonce divined
tbe intention of his wily antagonist,
and gave orders for ali the boats to be
congregated on the lower Dan, where
be expected to meet the reinforoe:
mepts from Virginln, and ot the same
plage his army io safety. It was now
uecessary to Jeceive theBritishin order
to follow out this plan.For thie purpose,
aDd to better cover the retreat, Colonel
Wiiliams, with a Jarge detachment of
chosen troops, was seut to keep the foe
in check. Willlams Iimmediately
marched boldly agalpat the entire
Briush srmy, with the evident Inten-
tion of giving battle. Corowallle, be-
lieving this to be the advance guard uf
the America: army resolved oo a
desperate struzgle to escape,formed hig
troope in line of batile, and made
preparations for a determined resist-
ance,

This successful ruse dJdsetalned the
Britieh lonez enough for the patriots to
get n start oo their road, witkont
which they must bhave falled. The
roads, which a few days agy were deep
mud, were now frozen hard and rough
and over thepe the {weary, half clothe
and mlmost barefooted soldiers were
vompelled to drag themsaelvea to avold
destruction.

Cornwalils, diecoverlng Lis error,
sgaln began' the pursuit In good
varoest, But there were now obstacles
in his path, lor Willlams, with his
gallant reargusrd, kept between the
two armies, slowly retrenting, and
striking a blow at every opportunity.
The fate of the patriot srmy depended
on their skill and courage, and every

officer snd man renlized  this
faot. There were Lee’s gallant
legion Bsnd Washington’s heavy-

monnted horsemnen, heroes every one.
With increaslng vigliapnce, these
brave men hovered uround the Ad-
vancing columns so close as to compel
them to keep In close marching order
to protect themeelves from nttack. ‘The
leant negligence and the blow would
come like a thunderbolt. No renr-
guard could behave betier than this one.
The men were allowed but one meal s
day, and three hours’ sleep out of the
twenty-four. By starting three hours
before daylight and pushing forward,
they obtained rest for breikfast—the
iast food until the next morning. Yet
these hrave fellows bore il without



