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r FIGHTING AND RUNNING

he that fights and runs away

lives to I1fightht another day
he that innis in battle slain
nevermever lives to fight again

old mime

it lais not often that in time of war
the army that fights audand runsrune away 0

alises in torfor any share of admiration
its bravery yet albere are in

in the history of our own nation
where maneuvers of this nature havezeroaddedled for sublime courage and de-
termination and where a preference

ftfor being acin1 I battle slain I rather than
to beat a hasty retreat would have been
looked upon as anything but wisely
Arki one such occasion Is

mindand ticin the experience of the revolu-
tionary herobero general nathaniel
areenejagt no hundred and twelve yearsnot Cone
luroA this WOmonthjtb in the dead of winter

the american army of the south
warly equipped and numerically

pawedpassed through its dark days in
thetee allotted task of preserving the
carolinas from 00completeu subjection to

british rule to risk a decisive en
gementlOuzement and place itself within reach

powerful force under lord corn-
wallis
ofteofthe

meant never to fight again
consequently dismal failure tosraandaure and leave the foe undisturbed

have been an abandonment al-
most
auldbould

as disastrous and less glorious

there was only one course uncertain
its practicability and that wmwaskatotoZft keep up the fight retiring mean

leite if 13needeed be into virginia and
alj preserverose itself intact to harass
andd eventually beat back the enemy

alzata thetha month of january the
1781 81 colonel morgan hadbad routed the
chiewbif the dashing british colonel

and lord cornwallis de-
terminedtterrminemined to cumish the victors and re

the prisoners burned his bag
1 putdur DIDbis troopsOOPS into light march

ass orderider and started in hot haste
e americans who were on their

VMS to join the malmaina army under gen
11 greene now crossing the ca

n
J threearee large rivers rise in the north-
western parts of nornorh and south
carolina landand flow southeasterly to
writhe atlantic the first or mostmoat
Bit berB one is the catawba

empties into the santee
aat is the yadkinbadkin
jw the pedee and the most
northern isin the danwindan win ing back and
forth overoler toethe virginia line and emp
lauiaaft into the roanokeBoa noke A retreating
ammymy between a deep river and a
powerfulfOWerful antagonist Is in a very peril

while one between two
andee effectually separates them for
ome time morgan having joined

amene sad passed safely aver the
the great effort of lord corn-

wallis was now to overtake hisbis weak
Avereary somewhere between the
gmt rivers while general greeneGreengreenewaywasewaa
making every effort to keep a stream

hi a and his foe heavy rain
stame had swollen the river so80 as tote
prevent the british commander from

bowingwingfo but after a couple of days
douydelay he decided by a night march to

private ford to deceive the patriots
and cross the river without opposition
in thisibis however hebe was disappointed
for the ever vigilant greene had sta-
tionedtinned a body of militia there to dispute
am passage

before daybreak the british col-
umn had reached the river the rain
was fillingfalling in torrents and ithethe turgid
foaming stream whose roaring brobrokekethethe
solemn stillness of all else around
seemed indeed uninviting in the
gloom cornwallisCurn wallis reined his steed
on thehe bank and gazed long and anx-
iously through the misty darkness all
seemed quiet but the soldiers keen
eyebye detected occasional flashes of
camp fires in the forestsforest showingshoving too
well that his foe was not to be caughtt
napping the order to advance was
given and the troops boldly entered
the channel holding their muskets
l-ubove their headsbeads and steadying each
othotheror on the slippery bottom ththee
cavalry plunged through though
many a horse and rider was borne
down by the rapid stream

the head of the column had scarcely
reached the center of the river when
the sentinels on the opposite shore gave
a warning signal and a few moments
later five hhundreddmdred americans poured
in a destructive volley thinning
the ranks of the advancing
foe cornwallis horse was shot
under him but the noble an-
imal struggled onward bringing
hisbis rider safeode to shore the intrepid
troops moved quickly toruform ard and the
militia were compelled to give way
berebefore superior force the british
commander was now on the same side
asan his adversary and determined to
follow him up and crush bimalhim at a blow
greene hadbad no sooner learned of his

successful movement than hebe
was on his way to the yadkinbadkin for
three days the worn and ragged
patriots dragged themselves through
deep mud and drenching rain stop-
ping but a few hours to eat and rest

by midnight on the evening of fobfeb
auary 3rdard the last of the american
army were embarked thuthe british ad
vanoe guard being so close as to give
them a parting volley not a boat was
loftleft behind and the heavy rains had
mademabb the river compelling
the british to halt next morning
saw the twotwe armies encamped within
view of each other the yadkinbadkin surg-
ing and threatening betweentweeDbe as4 if
guarding the patriots and bidding de-
fiance to the invader furious at this
second escape of their enemy the
british planted their artillery along
the banks of the river and began a
heavy cannonade on the american
camp but the latter rested in security
behind an elevated ridge A small
cabin almost bidden by the rooksrocks wabwa
chosen by greene as hisbis headquarters
this was a special object for the brit-
ish marksmen and it was not long be
fore the roof of the cabin was struck
but the stern warrior within wrote on
peacefully while his troops were en

the repose so hardly won

four days passed before cornwallis
was able to move forward crowingcrossing
the river a few miles below hebe ad-
vanced to where the americans had
e camped only to find them on the
march for guildford court house
where oreenegreene hadbad directed a large
body of troops to meet him and where
he hadbad determined to turn on his
pursuer but to his great disappoint
menton reaching guildford hebelearned
that the reinforcements promised
had notdot arrived here was now a
serious difficulty the english army
was composed almost entirely

of well disciplined veterans and
numbered nearly double that of
he americans who at bestbeat were butbui
bawraw troops under such circumstances
it boull be madness for the patriot
forces to risk a battle while retreat
was now next to Idaimpossiblepossible in the
hope of obtaining sufficient additions
to hisbis army to bonab a him to hold the
toofoe in check greene had sufferedbred
cornwallis to approach so close that
there seemed scarce a hope of escape
and the british commander deemed
hisbis prey at last secure

but greene was not to be daunted
on the of february the ameri-
cana were again toin motion the armiesarmice
were nowliow about twenty five miles
apart the nextdext river the dan was
deep and had to be ferried over except
itat a ford a considerable distance up the
stream this cornwallis kneknelanderandand
expected greene to make for the ford
he therefore placed his army which
could move inoremore rapidly than the
americans who had their baggage to
carry in a position to assure a oomcorn
pleto victory greene at once divined
the intention of his wily antagonist
and gave orders for idlau the boats to be
congregated on the rower dan where
hebe expected to meet the reinforce
ments from virginia and at the samemine
place his army in safety it was now
necessary to deceive theBritish in order
to follow out this plplananForfor this purpose
and to better cover the retreat colonacolonel
williams with a large detachment of
chosen troops was sent to keep the foe
in check williams immediately
marched boldly against the entire
british army with the evident inten-
tion of rivinggiving battle cornwallis be-
lieving this to be the advance guard of
the Ameramericaloati army resolved on a
desperate struggle to escape formed hisbis
troops in line of battle and made
preparations for a determined resist-
ance

this successful ruse detained the
british long enough for thuthe patriots to
get a start on their roadread without
which they must have failed the
roads which a few days ago were deep
mud were now frozen hard and roughdougli
and over these the weary halthalf clothaclothed
and almost barefooted soldiers were
compelled to drag themselves to avoidavald
destruction

cornwallis discovering bisbier error
again began the pursuit in good
earnest but there were now obstacleobstacles
in hisbis path for williams with his
gallant rearguardrearguard kept between the
two armies slowly retreating and
striking a blow at every opportunity
the fate of ermy depended
on their skill and courage and every
officer and manmain realized this
fact there were jeeleess gallgalltgallantt
legion and heavy
mounted horsemenhor neu heroes every one
with increasing vigilance ththese
brave men hovered around the ad-
vancing columns so close as to compel
them to keep in close marching order
to protect themselves from attack therhe
least negligence and the blow would
come like a thunderbolt no rear
guard could behave better than this one
the men wereweft allowed but one meal a
day and three hours sleep out of the
twenty four by starting three hours
before daylight and pushing forward
they obtained rest for breakfast the
last food until the next morning yet
these brave followsfellows bore all without


