p— et

10

DESERET EVENING NEWS: SA'[‘[YBDAY.

and, finally, diggusted by the utter in-
difference of authorities and populace,
the students dispersed and went home.

Meanwhile, however, a jealous sub-
ordinate had sean his chuance to ad-
viKke 8t. Petersburg of an uprising which
Dragomiroff was neglecting, and a tele-

gram soon demanded of the governor

why he had taken no measures Lo pro-
tect the city, Dragomiroff promptly
called out two full regiments and all
the artillery, charged ot double speed
through the town, surrounded the uni
veraity with pointed cannon, Intrenched
hig soldlers round about, and tele-
graphed as follows to the ez

“Have surrounded the enemy's quar.
ters with 2,600 goldiers, Enermy retreated
and not reappeared

The absurdity wag so evident that
the ezar lnughed heartily and countey
manded the censure which was to have

been adminiatered to Dragomiroff, Tut
the Jdesson han not been applied elses
where,

PLEDGED NOT TO PASS EXAMS,

Sometimes the varfous universities,
notably In 1880, boyeott all lectures,
posting plekets to prevent any Individ.
uala from attending or the students
take {ll-amelling chemijeals into the
ture roomsa.  In 1388 the examinations
throughout Russia were held under pro.
teotion of the troops, and the leaders of
the movement, which had started in St
Petersburg, were gent to Siberia, while
B0 mtudents were expelled, This was
the first of the great riots, since when
they have broken out the same period
each year,

The cause of the 15808 rlot wae trivial
iz the extreme, The rector of the St
l?a!r-rnhuru university announced that
any one attempting o demonstration on
Fob. 8 the annlversary of the foundas-
tion, would be expelled, The students,
until this announcement, had no ldea of
demonstrating, but they resented the
rector's wordsg and promptly organized
geme excitement. The police took them
serlously and charged, throwing all
who resisted over the parapets of i
bridge on the frozen Neva, | Five &tu.
dents were Killed and fifty wounded in
thig way, And yet at other timoes,
when no attentlon is pald, the little »f-
forvercence passes away #o quickly that
the students themselves, finding noth.
ing herole, forget their pledges to one
atother and return to the calm of unl.
versity life.

Almost without exception hofore ev
ery examination at each unlversity
there Is a meeting of protest, at which
the students pledge themselves not 0
pass the examinations, To render lenk
age Imposgible they dellver to one of
thelr number the certiffeates without
which they are not admitted before the
board, and they denounce as cowards
and traitors thoge who object. But the
next morning they come one by one to
the custodlan of the certificates and by
bribes and threats get thalr papers
back, go that oug of each hundred who
sign the pledge not more than four on
an average abide by it

EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSORS,

Students' outbreaks are precipitated
most frequently by discontent at som
professor No efforts of the universi-
ties to be granted the selection of thelr
own faculties has succeeded, and so
long as the declslon remains entirely
In the hands of the governngnt at St
Petergburg politics i8 apt to count more
In & candidate’'s favor than competency,

The case Is clted of & professor of
commercial Inw at Odessa who, being
too lazy to prepare lectures, contented
himseélf with reading without com-
ment passages from a4 bgak written by
himsaif on the subject, which book was
in the possession of all the students,
Another story I8 told of & general ape
pointed rector of & university who se
verely took to task the lbrarian be-
onuse there were gaps heve and there
In the rows of books#, *“You must Keep
the library shipshape,” he ordered
"*Here after see that the first student
who asks for a book shall take the first
from the firet shelf, and then the me
ond, and so on, that the rows may he
kept alean.' And he threatened to send
Away the lihrarian for foolishly sug-
gesting that numerical order might not
colncide with the subjects desired,

At some of the provinclal universities
there are important chairs without oe-
cupants because the government's
choive fell on some man without the
necespary degree, who I8 too Indifferont
or too limited to attain it and who con-
Bequently cannot take possession, while
preventing nny competent person from
obtaining the appointment, At the
present moment there l& no professor of
Roman law at the Odesaa Univeraity,
At Warsaw there is no professor of
commercial law, Aand yet students
must get these subjects up and pass
examinations on them before receiving
thelr degrees, Yxcept at Bt Potors-
burg and Moscow professors of palitical
economy never have any knowledge of
modern qvents, their course stopping
#hort A& quarter of a century or so
hack,

MANY CAUSES OF DISCONTENT,

To this cause of dissatisfaction
among students s added another,
which I8 connected with It and inten-
sifies it, That is a law forbldding any
one from entering a unlversity save
that In the reglon of the preparatory
school which he attended, The country
16 divided Into 10 great regions, each
with Its unlversity—8t. Petersbhurg,
Moscow, Odessa, Warsaw, Kharoff,
Kasan, Kleff, Helslngsfors, Dorpat and
Tomsk,. And ag ap starting school a
child must decide on his university, the
result & almost invariably that he is
bound to his local university

The govarnment has devised this pur
posely to pravent a flooding of the two
capitals, 8t Petersburg and Moscow,
where the education to he obtained s
far superior to that of the other cens
terg, This I8 considered rank injustice,
gince the rich who can afford thelr ens
tire education from chiidhood In the
apitals can form exceptions for these
privileges.

Thess are not the only causes for dls-
content among the Russian untversity
students. There Is nlso the lack of all
rights in the university, each sgtudent
being required on entering (o slgn a
paper acknowledging hinmelf to be
merely a visitor or guest, Then there
I8 the exaggerated system of superviss
Ion by an Inspector, who is generally
a revred general and who holds them
responsible for every petty nction as if
they were chlldren., Those preparing
for the university are watched with
guch astrictrness that they desire some
[Ittle Iibarty when once they have mat-
rlevlated, and they resent the abuse of
Ruthority Furthermore, there ‘g the
rucial grievance of a prohibition of go.
cletles of any description or even of
genoral meetings,

The direct consequence of this last
measure 18 that a students’ movement
if protest becomes revolutionary from
tha =tart, Not having any placs in
which to assemble they are congtrained
to march Inte the university and take
forcihle pousesslon of a hall or lecture
room. They lock the doors, hold a
meeting In due form rvight in the sacored
precinets and pass resolutions, When
the superlor, warned, presumes to in-
terfere, the students, knowing that
thelr nction has already put them be
yond the pale of conclifation, eatch him,
beat him to avenge all past resentment
and end hy kicking him out. The next
iny the superintendent publishes a no
tica In the papers suying thut owl
a sudden Indisposition he will be un«
able 10 attend to qis duties for a hrief
period, which lasts until the ring lead-
s have been Imprigoned,
COVERNMENT SPIES IN EACH

CLASSE,

18t

A boycott of the unlversity follows
the meeting, mamfestos are poetod In
the streets, notloes are gent Lo the othe
e universities and demonstrations
break out, Often the trouble ls quelled
pefore this last stage i# reachied by the
nrrest of the leaders dovernment
pples there are, registered as studenis
In each class, who participate in the
meatings In order (o denounce the s¢-
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that they are extempted from wearing
the university uniform, being allowed to
wear simply black or gray, provided
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