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BRIM IT UP. causing the wisdom of the wise to |privilege that we enjoy this day of
rish—He has caused it—and He is | meeting together in peace in this Tab-
Let the traitor tolerance crave; g:in ng to naught the understanding | ernacle. Had Satan been permitted to

Let the vile conviction smother;

Let the coward and the knave,
Bacrifice to self, another;

Let the fraud who Tears to die,

Vows most sacred, falsify.

The injunction is divine—

*'Cast not pearls before the swine ;"
Honor is a géem so rare,

Worthy of unceasing care—

Never, never, come what may,

Will the true their trust betray!

Spake the lion-hearted Paul

To his brethren bowed with grief,
“Friends, what mean ye one and all,
Thus for me to mourn and weep?
Fear I not, though troubles grim,
Wait me at Jerusalem.”

“ Wherefore, would ye break my heart?
Ready to be boundam I,

Ready, e¢’en with life to part,

1f advanced the Truth thereby ;

Ready for the sake of Christ,

Daily to be sacrificed.” .

Fearless Faith and mighty Truth
Cannot cringe to foes inhuman ;
Conscious rectitude, forsooth—

(zives such strength to man or woman ;
Verily, 'tis order’d well—

Conscience makes our heaven or hell.

Shall we hence our conscience wrong?
Stoop to compromise with error?
Humble to a howling throng?

Kneel, like slaves, in abject terror?
$ell our souls and thus become—

E’en the scoff of human scum?

Matters it, if bands and bars,

Or if dungeon walls enclose us?

Shall we shrink from stripes and scars,
For “the Faith’ the Lord bestows us?
Shall we, even to be free,

Turn from stannch integrity?

May the cords of life be riven,

Hush'd the quivering heart’'s pulsation;
Ere we turn from truth, or even

Flinch, because of tribulation;

Brief at best 1s mortal breath,

And the gate of life, is death!

Oh! ye “whited sepulchres!” .
Vent your foulness, feast your malice;
Crucify Truth’s messengers;

Fill for us affliction’s chalice ;

Ye, yourselves, shall drain the cup—
Wrath’s deep measure. Brim it up.

EMILY HILL WOODMANSEE,
SALT LAKE CITY, Oct. 24, 1884,
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I wiLL read a gortlun of the 29th chap-
ter of the Book of Isaiah, commepcing
at the Tth verse.

And the multitude of all the nations that
fight inst Ariel,even all that fight against
ber and her munition, and that distress her,
shall be as a dream of a night vision.

It shall even be as when a hungry man
dreameth, and behold, he eateth; but he
awaketh, and his soul is empty: or as when
a thirsty man dreameth, and behold, he
drinketh: but he awaketh, and behold, he is
faint, and his soul hath appetite: so shall
the multitude of all the nations be, that
fight against mount Zion.

Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye out,
and ery; they are drunken, but not with
wine;
drink. ;

For the Lord hath poured out upon you
the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed
your eyes: the prophets and your rulers,the
seers hath -he covered.

And the visien of all is become unto you
as the words of a book that is sealed, which
men deliver to one that is learned, saying,
Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, [ can-
not; for it is sealed:

And the book is dehivered to him that is
not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee:
and he saith, I am not learned.

Wherefore the Lord eaid, Forasmuch as
this people draw near me with their mouth,
and with their lips do honor me, but have
removed their heart far from me, and their
fear toward me is taught by the precept of

men :

Eamfum behold, I will proceed to do a
marvelous work among this people, even a
marvelous work and a wonder: for the wis-
dom of their wise men shall perish, and the
thtfguraunding of their prudent men shall be

There is much more in this chapter
whichI will not read, but which all
can read at their leisure. In sitting
and looking at the co tion these
words have come t0o my mind.

. Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a
marvelous work among this people, even a
- marvelous work and a wonder; for the wis-
dmg of their wise men shall perish and the
understanding of their prudent men shall

be hid.

“~ Truly have these words been ful-
" filled in our eyes and in our hearing.
God our Eternal Father gred_lct.ad by
the mouth of His Prophet Isaiah, con-
cerning the com forth of the Book
of Mormon, and the manner in which
it should be received; and we to-day
are living witnesses of the fulfillment
of these things. God our Eternal
Father has done and is doing a marvel-
ous work and a wonder in the midst o

the inhabitants of the earth. He is |sisters, we should not have the happﬂ

ey stagger, but net with strong |

of the prudent, especially those who
fight against Mount Zion, or against
the covenant ]Elmplﬁ of God., The
manner in which our Father and our
God has spoken concerning thti geat
work of the last days with which we
are identified, is very remarkable.
| When we examine the prediction of
the holy prophets it is wonderiul how

 plainly everything connected with this
work, so far, has been fulfilled ; and as
we have beea told this morning—and

we are told whenever the Spirit of God
rests down upon the Elders of this
Church to agea.k concerning the future
—we have the strongest assurance that
can be given by to any people that
as that which has been predicted in
the past has been completely fulfilled
up to the present time, so all the pre-
dictions that have been made connect-
ed with this work, or concerming it,
will also be fulfilled to the very letter;
not one word will fail, not one iota of
the word of God concerning Zion will
fall to the ground unfultilled.

This work commenced, as weknow,
inobscurity, in weakness, with no par-
ticular demonstration 'in the sight of
the world. A few individuals only
knew concerning it. There were no
remarkable manitestations for the
world to gaze upon, for the world to
wonder at, connected with its birth.
It was born according to the will of
God. The Church started out a good
deal like we have started out—helpless.
What is there more helpless, weak,
puny, insignificant, it max be said, in
many respects, than a human being
when itis born into the world. Yet
that being if nurtured properly, if
trained as it should be, has before it a
career of never-ending glory. That
litﬂri})uhng infant may become, in the
eternity of our God, a God, to sway
power and dominion in the eternal
worlds, to be the father of unnumbered
millions. - Yet at its birth who would
anticipate such a future for it. So it
was with the Church of our God.
Born in weakness, cradled in obscurity
it came forth according to the com-
mand of God; not attended, as I have
said, by any great demonstration that
the world could gaze and wonder at,
but attended by the blessing, the
power and the promises of our Eter-
nal Father concerning its future. It
required faith on the part of those who
then received it to believe that such a
glorious career as was predicted con-
cerning it awaited it. No human be-
ing unenlightened and uninspired by the
Spirit of could have anticipated
such a future for this great work; and
yet in these early days, when it was in
this condition which I have attempted
to describe, the Prophet Joseph and
those who received revelations with
him !ooked forward to its future and
saw that which we behold to-day in
actual reality: they sawin vision that
which we pa.rtici?ate in to-day and far
more than anything that we have vet
seen. I have often been struck with
the remarkable character of the pre-
dictions which Joseph, inspi
God, gave utterance to concerning this
work. As I have said scarcely a ste
in 1ts advancement was hidden from
him; scarcely a ste
foreshadowed by him through the
Spirit of God which rested down upon

m. Men doubt the divinity of this
work. Men question the spirit of pro-
Ehﬂctﬁﬂr the divine mission of Joseph

mith. His life is maligned and mis-
represented; his character-derided and
held up to contempt and scorn; yet it
is not much to say, it is not much to
anticipate, that béfore many years
pass away he will be recognized by
the children of men as one of the
mightiest Prophets that ever trod the
footstool of God our Eternil Father.
It is because his life has not been un-
derstood; it is because the work which
he was the means in the hands of God
of founding is not comprehended; it
is because everything connected with
this Church is beclouded by misrepre-
sentation and falseaood that men as-
sume the attitude they do towards this

the great work of our God. In the
very beginning of this work Joseph
told the Saints, left on record the

statement, as to how it would be re-
ceived by the children of men—the
hatred with which it would be met
the violence that would be manifested
towards it, the various troubles
through which it would have to pass.
All these things he told, bv his pro-
g]:nmtlc voice, as though their history

d been wrlttan, as fhnugh they had
taken place. Most graphically he has
described to the Saints the results that
should attend the increase of the work.
| At the first he said it should excite the
animosity and hatred of a township.
It did this. God in his mercy did not
| permit persecution to become so stron
|in the inception of the work, in the
days of its weakness, that it could he
overwhelmed. He restrained the
power of the wicked so that the growth
and strength of the "work would be
commensurate with the opposition it
had to contend with. As its circle en-
lar%ed, as its influence extended, op-
gm tion grew prupurtiﬂnatelly. From

wnships it exténded to cities. As
the work grew and outspread these
limits, it excited the opposition of
counties. As its influence continued
to grow, from one county it extended
to adjacent counties all the time grow-
ing, all the time increasing, all the
time meeting with as much opposition
as it could well bear up under. Won-
derfully has the providence ‘of our
God been exhibited in the care ex-
ercised over His growing Church and
His increasing pcople! Had it not
been for this carve, my brethren and

wreak his vengence upon the Church
in the commencement it could usilﬁ
have been extinguished inblood. Ha
the same power that was exercised
against the Church in the days of Nan-
voo, when the blood of our Prophet
and Patriarch, and our present Presi-

had that same spirit been permitted to
have wreaked its vengeance upon the
Church in the early days, it could, with
no more excitement than was then
raised, have completely extirpated the
Priesthooc from the face of the earth.
But God, as [ have said, in His won-
derful providence, restrained the
wrath n(p the wicked in the early days
of the Church. Bro. Franklin D. Rich-
ards has told us this morning that for
eight years after the birth of a child it
iﬁree from the power of temptation
and Satan. God restrains the power

of Satan—forbids him to exercise it
over the tender child. And so in like
manner did He restrain the power of
Satan in the early days of this Church,
so that there was a limit to its exercise
over the Church in its weak condition.
But as power increased, as the gifts of
God were manifested, as the keys of
the Priesthood were revealed unto the
children of men, so did the wrath of
the wicked, so did the violence of mobs,
so did the combinations that were
formed with the object of destroying
the work of God increase in their
strength and ic their numbers. As the
work progressed so did the spirit of
opposition progress, one keeping pace,
apparently, with the other. And there
is & wise purpose in this when we con-
template the great destiny that awaits

of |

P | will be deprived o
but what was

£ | continued to grow and

this people. We can see the wisdom
and the purpose of our God in per-
mitting persecution to keep pace with
the zrowth and the advancement of the
work. Itisjust as necessary that we
should be developed in our strength;it
is just as necessary that we should
be developed in our faith, as any-
thing else connected  with the work
of our God. If it were not for this, we
could not become the people that God
designs; we could not fultil the destiny
that He has in store for us if it were
not for these terrible ordeals to which
this Church and this people have been
subjected in tke past, and to which
they are now exposed, and which,
doubtless, will continue to increase as
the Church increases, until the da
comes when the Kingdum of God will
triumph over every obstacle and be
quyhest.a.blished upon the face of the
earth. -
But as I have remarked, as the King-
dom has grown and spread, so have
the words of our beloved Prophet been
literally fulfilled. Men say,''Oh, if you
will only get a revelation concerning
polygamy, if ]you will only lay polygamy
aside you will no longer have any
position to contend with; if you
only conform to modern ideas concern-
ing your domestic institutions, we shall
have nothing to say against you. The
opposition that finds now such strong
sugport will be deprived of its war-cry
and of the sympathy of thousands that
sustain it at the

resent time—the
this and you wi
{ go along like the rest of the churches
without having to suffer from the op-
position and the hatred that now are
manifested inst you.”

Vain thought!—a thought  that is
{mlg expsessed by those who know
nothing of the character of this work,
who are not familiar with the history
of this dispensation, and who judge of
the effects of such movements by
their human knowledge and the ex-
perience that they have with other
systems., This system that God has
established, this great work of our
God, cannot be mecasured by human
thought; the effects of this work and
that which it is accomplishing on the
earth, that which it will accom-
plish on the earth, cannot be es-
timated by anything that is known
among men. It is entirel uulquﬂe,
unlike anything else that 8
ever been.upon  the earth since our
Savior laid the toundation of that dis-
pensation—there has never been any-
thing like it among men, and therefore
every calculation concerning it, every

rognostication and every suggestion

at fault in regard to this work of
our God. For, be it understood, as
we well understand it as a people, that
before the public revelation of plural
marriage the opposition to this work
was stronger, according to the strength
of the people, than it has bee¢n since.
Therefore, those who understand this
work know very well that anything of
this kind—unless indeed the people
should apostatize—would haye no such
effect as our friends in many instances
think it would have. '

As I have remarked opposition has
ncrease until
to-day, as we have been told and led
to expect upwards of half a century
ago. Not only has it been a township,
not only has it been a cunntﬁ. not
only has it been a state that has ar-
rayed itself against the work of God
and instituted measures for its over-
throw and entire destruction, but to-
day this great fact staresusin the face,
it presses itself upon our attention,
we cannot shut our eyes to it—this
grea.t. fact, that to-day the United

tates, in its governmental capacity
has pitted itself azainst the work of
our God, and has passed measures for
its complete overthrow and destruc-
tion. Most wonderfully has God thus
far fulfilled every word that has been
spoken by the mouth of His inspired
Prophet! And shall we who witness
the remarkable fulfliment of this
prophecy-~shall we to-day shrink froin
the issue that is presented tous? Shall
we in view of all that God has said to

dent, drenched the soil of Illinois— |

%

us concerning the past and all that He
has predicted concerning the future—
shall we falter? Shall we tremble or
grow weak in our knees? Shall we be-
come palsied in our efforts and let go
of that great work of our God which
is entrusted to us? God forbid that
there shounld be any weakening, ‘that
there should be any faltering, that
there should be any lowering of the

any trembling of the heart in view of
all tnat presents itself before us, how-

ever appalling the vision may be to mor-
tal sight. God forbid that there should

' be anyvthing of this kind in the hearts

or in the actions of any man or woman
who calls himself or herself a Latter-

day Saint. For be it known unto you,

my brethren and sisters, be it known

unto all the earth—everywhere, that
God, years and years ago, told us by

the mouth of His inspired Prophet

that these things, the fulfilment of
which we now behold, would actually

take place, and that we should have
these things to meet and to contend

with and Lo overcome.

What shall be the future result? Is
this to bethe termination, is this to be
the end? No. As the Churca increases,
s0 will the o ition to it increase,
until it will extend itself beyond the
confines of our own nation to other
lands and to other nations, until, in
fact, the whole earth that has not re-
ceived, or will not receive the Gospel
of the Son of God, the message of
salvation, of which we are the un-
wcrthy bearers—until, 1 say, all the
nations of the earth will array them-
salves against the work of our God and
exert their power to destroy it as a
townshi d, as a county did,as a
state did,or as the United Statesarenow
doing, and then the work of our God
will rise in its sublimity,inits strength.
in its Godlike power and assume its
place, its rightful position among the
nations of the earth. The puny inlant,
born on tue 6th day of April, 1830, will
become a stalwart man, fu'l of power,
full of the gifts of God, full of the ex-
cellenzes that belong to perfect man-
hood in the sight of God, and will as-
sume its fit and proper place designed
by God for it among the nations of the
earth. This we may look forward to,
this we may expect, and.if we d9 not
make calculations on these things we
fail to comprehend the character of
the work which He, our God, has es-
tablished on the earth. Men wonder
at our temerity—men wonder at the
hardihood we have. They are sur-
Erlaed that we should dare think as we

o. Onlya few days ago we saw the
statement of a friend in the Deseret
News appealing to us to get a revela-
tion to do away with plural marriage;
because if we did not war and blood-
shed would be the result. Have we
not been threatened with this from the
ﬁglnnin&? Yes, we have. We have.

th ordeal to meet; we
have had war threatened ;we have sof-
fered from hloodshed; but the burden
of the Lord has been upon us, the
hand of God has been over us. Though
our pathwaf has been beset b{ all
these difficulties, nevertheless the bur-
den of the Lord has been upon us to
carry forward this Gospel and toes-
tablish this work let the conseqnences
be what they may to us individually.
We have the promise oi God that go
far as the work itself is concerned it
will stand, it will increa until it
fills the whole earth. We know not
what the consequences may be to us
individually. Each man must do his
duty and do his part faithfally, coura-
geuuﬂly manfully, in the sight of God,
eing w{lllng to endure all the conse-
quences witn a full knowledge that
God will save, redeem and exalt him
if he will oniy be true to the holy
Priesthood which he has revealed.

Then is not this a marvelous work
anda wonder? Has not the wisdom of
the wise in connection with it perished?
Has not the understanding of the pro-
dent been brought to nought? Has it/
not batlled all the calculations of hu-
man wisdom? Has it not overcome
all the obstactes that have been put in
its pathway by human strength and by
all the ingenuity that human beings
have heen able to devise or employ or
command? Certainly it has; and to-
day human wisdom aud human pru-
dence are as much at fault as they ever
were, aund it will continue to be the
case until all that God has predicted
concerning this work will be literally
fulfilled.

My brethren and sisters, whea we
look at this work by the i ht of the
Holy Spirit, when God enables us to
compre end some of His designs and

urposes, we can see how wonderfully
He has wrought in our behalf, how
wonderfully He has preserved this

eop'e. We to-day area gréat people,

t may be said. In some respects we

are. We are few in numbers, it is true;
but God in His wonderful providence
has prepared this land, this glorious
land, this mountain region—it seems
as though He had prepared itbefore-
hand for the ingathering of His peouple,
and as a dwelling place for them. A
better hahitat cannot bhe found on the
face of the earth for the Latter-da
Saints than this mountain region.
better or more admirably adaptefl peo-
Fle for these mountains cannot be

ound. The training we have had in

|

of establishing cities, towns, villages
and hamlets, opening farms, and de-
veloping all the resources of these
mountain valleys, No other \people
are so well qualified for this labor as
we are. No other land iz so well
adapted for such a people as this land
that we now inhabit. The people and
the land have been found. The peo-
glﬂ and the land have come together.

he land is here. The people have
found the land which is so surprisingly

flag, orany weakening of the knees, or [and

the past admirably fits us for the labor

fitted for their] habitation. And th-re
1s no people that I know anything of
that can compete with us in these
monntain valleys. Theg are ours by
right of possession to begin with, by
right of settlement, and they are ours
By right of our capacity to inhabit and
hold them, and they are vurs by right
of the blessing and the favor of God
our Eternal Father, bestowed upon us
“he land .itself. And, as
President Taylor suggests, they are
ours by purchase as well as by those
other rignts.

Shall we be uprooted trom this land?
Shall we be extirpated? This is a
question that presents itself very
often, doubtless, to our mind+<. In the
providence of our God will we be per-
mitted to maintain our foothold nere,
and to continue to increase and to
spread? We have the answer to these

uestions in our own possession.
epends upon ourselves.

“*Oh,” says one, ‘‘It don't depend
updn you, it depends upon another
power. It depends upon this: whecher
you will abandon your peculiar prac-
tices, whether you will lay aside
your peculiarities of doctrine and of
religion and conform to the views, to
the institutions and the practices that
?revau in the nation of which you

orm a part.”

hese are the comments of those
who are not of us respecting this ques-
tion or questions, that 1 have asked.
They think it depends upon our aban-
donment of those peculiar features
that make us a distinct people from the
rest of the nation. On the other hand
[ state here in the presence of heaven,
in the presence of the Great God. our
Eternal Father,that it does not depend
upon this. It depends—I affirm it, and
[ am willing to stake my reputation
upon it as a servant of God—it depends
| entirely, without question, without
qualiﬂcatiun, upon the ﬂatter-dav
Saints themselves whether they will
continue to live in this land and to oc-
cupy it, and to enjoy the valleys and
the peace §that has vouchsafed
unto all who dwell here. I know that
looking at matters naturally we are in
er of being overwhelmed, extin-
guished. A people feeble as we are; a
people possessing no greater resources
than we have; a people of no greater
numbers, of no greater wealth,.of no
greater influence in the earth—why, it
would seem a bold and rash thing to
say that we can withstand all opposi-
tion that may be brought against us.
If God were to permit the world to
launch its thunder bolts against this
work; if God were to permit the world
to unite acainst this work, to combine
and to put in operation its. forces
against this work, I am willing to ad-
mit that there would be great danger
of our complete overthrow and des-
truction, in fact it might be said there
would be scarcely a question concern-
ing it. But remember,my brethren ancd
sisters, that this is the work of God.
This is not the work of man. It hasnot
been the wisdom of man thathas guided
this work. It has not been the wisdom
of man that has sustained it. It has not
been the wisdom of man that has de-
feated the plans of our enemies. It
has been the wisdom and power of the
Great God,our Eternal Father. He has
chosen his instruments. But,then, how
weak they are! how feeble they are!
how unsufficient their efforts and their
| words would be if He did not supple-
ment them bﬁ the bestowal of His po-
wer and by that overrulin ﬂ:nvidenqe
which controls all the of the
children of men,controls all the results
according to His own pleasure,
But God our Eternal Father, will not
forget His people. He will not forget
the promises which He has made and
it is upon these that we must rely.
It is for these that we must live. We
must live—live, brethren and sisters—
let it sink deep into your hearts—We
must live ourselves so that we shall
have the fulfilment of the promises of
God granted unto us. If we so live,
there is no power on earth that will be
permitted to combine itself, or to ar-
ray itself, or to exert its force against
this workto its 1uﬁ1ry, or to retard its
onward p ss8. Hear it all 5& Latter-
day Saints! Heari t! 1f I could speak so
that the whole world would hear the
utterance I would like to sound it in
the ears of all mortal men—that there
is no powerthat will ever be permitted
to array itself, or to combine itself
against this work of our God to re-
tard its onward progress from this time
forward until the full consummation
will be achieved—that is, ¥f the Latter
day Saints themselves are faithful to

—

God, if they will keep the ‘command-
ments of ,if they will sanctify
themselves and cleanse themselves

from sin and live pure and holy lives.
[f they will do this, then the success
and the triumph and the continued
rrowth and advancement of this kKing-

om, and the continued mainteinence
of these valleys and these mountains
are assured unto us as a people. There
is no doubt of it. I say in the name of
Jesus Christ that it will be so. 1 pro-
mise it in His name, and in the autho-
rity which I have received from Him
—that if we will comply with these re-
quirements and conditiouns, there is no
power upoun earth nor in hell that can
disturb this people,that can uproot us,
that can unsettle us in these valleys
and in these mountains; for God has
given unto us this land, and from this
time forward we will g0 on increaﬂinfz
and spreading and enlarging until all
that has said shall be literally ful-
tiled concerning this work that He has
established upon the earth. He will do
a marvelous work and a wonder., He
will cause the wisdom of the wise to
perish; He will bring the understanding
of the prudent to naught in all their
calculations against this work which
He is establishing on the earth, and

It °



