Something About
the Man Who Was
Mr. Bryan’s Earli-
est Presidential
Promoter.

HE present has been called an
uninspiring: campaign. There
is an impression extant that
the campaign poets are hav-

ing a hard time. One of the newspi-
pers complaing that the campaign thus
far has produced no songs that may
be described accurately in any lan-
guage a famlly journal may employ
with safety. The entire crop of this
Yyear's campalgn poasy has been call-
ed dull and witless for want of hetter
terms. The campaign poet has been
accused of lack of spirit and, what is
cven more vital, lack of ideas, Listen
to the walil, almost pathetic, of one of
these pessimists:

“Bryan does not seem to stir them
to jingle making as of yore. The two
Bills have suggested no humorous
verse. 'Who can be facetious, joyous,
tuneful, on the subject of Mr. James
Sherman of Utica? liven the sugges-
tive and easily rhymable name of Kern
has inspired no telling verse. If the
oratory of the campaign is to resemble
the poetry in lifelessness and lack of
the stirring guality, this will be a dull
campaign indeed. Porhaps it is just
as well. The voters will have nothing
of an amusing or inspiring nature to
disturb their thoughts.”

Now, what do you think of that?

No campeign minstrelsy, indeed!
And all the time the political at-
mosphere is fairly surcharged with it
How about Governor Maskell of Qkla-'
homa, with his thousand and one cam-
paign songs, every one of them dis-
tinctly singable and beginning to he
sung dally, nightly, even hourly, in the
hotly disputed districts of Everybody's
Land? How about James C. Dahlman,
the unique mayor of Omaha, and his
famous cowboy quartet? The fact is
that the campalgn poet is not in hid-
ing, He i8 quite as numerous and as
active as In former years, and after
state conventions are over the fruit
of hisg industry will become apparent.

Mayor Dshlman promises to figure
prominently in the national campaign.
1t. might be more proper to say that
he iy already a leading figure in the
campalgn and decidedly one of the
most picturesque. He is, in fact, the
original Bryan promoter from away
back. In March, 1896, there was a
convention at Lincoln, Neh, to elect
delegates to the national convention of
that year. Mr. Dahlman rose in his

soat and offered a resolution to in-
struct  the Nebraska delegation for
Bryan. The latter was a delegate on

the floor, and he did not want the dele-
gation to go instructed, and he Had
considerable difficulty in  convincing
his enthusiastic supporter that the
time had not come. Eventually Dahl-
man withdrew the resolution, but he
is entitled to the honor of being the
first to set the Bryan boom afloat.
Who Is He?

Hg is a mnative of Teoxas and was
born on. a ranch. In. his thirteenth
year he resolved to emancipate him-
self from cotton hoelng, and without

consulting anybody he gathered his
scant belongings into a bundle and
“1it out' in search of adventure. He

found enough of it on the cattle ranges
of northern Texas to satisfy him until
he had reached his twentieth year,
Then the microbe of migration got to
work agaln, and young Dahlman Kept
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moving until he reached the great cat-
tle ranges of western Nebraska.

Here he followed the typical cowbby
life for three years and was then made
foreman and was intrusted with the
responsible misslon of going to Oregon
after a herd of 3,000 head of cattle. It
took six months to drive this immense
herd across the country on to the Ne-
braska ranges, Dahlman admits that
it was one of the most exacting re-
sponsibilities he has cver undertaken.
The value of the herd was not Jess
than $75.000, and that a young muan of
twenty-three should have bheen ' in-
trusted with the sole management of
such an undertaking is proof suficient
of the confidence put in his abillty and
integrity by the owner of the cattle,
Seven other herds of the same size
belonging to the same owner were
driven over the same trail by as many
different foremen. Tho owner pro-
vided himself with a fine pearl han-
dled, nickel plated six shooter which
ho made up his mind to present to the
foreman whose herd was in best con-
dition on arrival at the end of the
drive. Young Dahlman was the re-
ciplent of the testimonial, and that
pistol is one of his most valuable pos-
sessions even to this day.

He Settles Down.

About that time he was appointed
state brand inspector for the Wyo-
ming State Cattle association, a posi-
tion demanding the most careful atten-
tion to detall and the exercise of good
judgment and impartiality. 1n 1884 he
was parried and settled at Chadron,
one’ of the new towns in the extreme

western part of the state, where the
ranges were still unienced and the cat-
tle business still booming. He was
elected a member of the city council
immediately and then  served  four
terms as sheriff, an almost unprece-
dented record of popularity and effi-
clency on the horder.

Chadron and Dawes county  were
strongly Republican, but Mr. Dahlman
was aleeted mayor of the town and re~
eclected without opposition, Tn 1892 he
went to Chicago and helped nominate
Grover Cleveland, and four vears later
he did a like service for Mr. Bryan.
IProm 1896 to 1900 he was chairman of
the state committee and carried the
state at each election for the Demo-
cratic party, the only period that state
has been in Democratic hands since its
organization except in 1890, when Boyd
was elected on the Prohibition ticket.
He became a member of the national
committee in 1900 and in 1908 was
appointed (o the executive committee,
At the recent Denver convention he
was on the committee of arrange-
ments and contributed largely to the
success of the gathering. It was at
this national meeting that his cowhoy
quartet came to the front and con-
verted the vast new Auditorium  into
a veritable temple of song.

By 1888 Dahlman had outgrown
Chadron. He removed to Omaha and
after eight years of political inactivity
cama out as the Democratic candidate
for mayor of that city. The municipal
government had been under Repub-

lican - control for seventeen years, and
| thero seemed to be little likelihood
that a change was impending. Dahl-
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man ignored all the conventional
methods of conducting a campaign and
went to work ina fashion: that was
entirely his own. Tirst of all, he or-
ganized the quartet of singers which
accompanied him on his stumping tour
and aroused no end of
These vocalists were attired in
cowboy dress, as was also the candi-
date for the mayoralty. The opposi-
tion endeavored to make capital out of
this informality, but it made a de-
cided hit,
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The leading newspaper of |

the city declared that were Dahlman |

clected he couldn't write a veto mes-
sage. In reply the candidate confess
ed that he was doubtful

about the |

message, but protested that he could |

write “Nothing doing” across the docu-
ment, He was
a confirmed poker player,
admitted it in a public meeting, adding
that if any one present
cotld beat him he would be given an
immediate epportunity. Instead of in-
juring  his  politieal prospects - these
frank admissionps won him 8o many
votes that he was elected by about
3,000 majority.
Still an Expert.

That he has not lost his cunning as
an expert manipelator of the lassoo
was made evident on Mr, Bryan's re-
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With His Cowboy

Quartet He Will
Make a Political

Tour of Indiana
and New York.

wherever he goes hig cowboy quartet
will be his bodyguard. ‘Those who be-
lieve that campaign melody is among
the has beens'” will be given an op-
portunity to sce their mistake. It will

| not be long bhefore the campaign poet's

long harnessed muse will be turned
loo=e on the great voting public, Bands
of “sweet singers” are organizing in
all parts of the country, and we are
certain tn have an opportunity to join
in the chorus of-—-

THIE BRYAN BATTLIE HYMN,
(Air: “Battle Hymn of the Republic.))
The hosts are marching onward to the

great redemption day,
Thelr hearts are filled with courage, and
them nothing shall dismay.
Hark! NHear the mighty shouting that re-
sotinds along the way
As we go marching on.
CHORUS,
Bryvan, Bryan, halleluiah!
dvyan, Bryan, halleluiah!
can, Bryan, hallelulah!
As we go marching o,

Hear the chorus grandly swelling from
the broad Pacific main.
See the great and toliing milliong haste to
Join the glad refrain,
Freedom and redemption ever is the cry
of all tho train
As we go marching on.

The glory of the nation from despailers
must be {reed,

For Bryan is the watchword of our honor
and ounr creed,

And we'll sweep the tide of victory over
Just of gold and greed

As we go marching on,

The oppreszed of cvery station send a

prayer of hope and trust.

Must we falter, then, my brothers, when
our cause I8 right and just?

Up and onward! Victory beckons, Con-
quer, then, we shall and must
As we go marching on.
Thiz land our fathers gave us, heritage

for you and me.
Must we bear the yoke oppression in this
realm of Jherty?
By the God of all life's battles, shall this
nition still beo free
While wa go marching on.

And on the suceeeding evening, at
precisely the same place and hour, we
are quite ag likely to be regaled with-—
THE DEMOCRATIC MULE.
why should the Democrat mule
ways kick
Against everything our nation may: do?

|
Oh, al-

He kicks and he-haws, he he-haws and
kicks

And studles up charges with not a word
true,

A fickle old beast is this Democrat mule,
Sometimes he's for silver, sometimes
he's for gold,

Mayor Dahlman went to New York to
welcome their distinguished friend and
neighbor,  he party procured boats
and rowed out in the bay to meet the
incoming ship, and from one of these

small craft Dahlman roped Mr. Bryan

i as he stood on

the deck of the ocean
flier,  Mr. Bryan declared laughingly
that aithough he had been “roped in”

at various times this was a variation |

quite new to him.
This is the rough and ready Ameri-

I'can who has done hi§ best to advance
§

i the

turn from his globe cireling tour. In

company with 125 other Nebraskans

|

interests of his fellow Nebraskan
and political hero and will continue in
the effort until the day of election, He
has volunteered to assist in the cam-
paign in Indiana and New York, and

The Metamorphosis of William J. Conners;
a Dock Laborer, Now a Millionaire Boss

N the present presidential cam-
paign there is likely to be less in-
dulgence in what s known as
“mud slinging” than is usually

the cese. The acknowledged personal
worth of the principais in the contest
{nterposes an cfficient check to the
srevelations” which have been Sprung
on many an ambitions candidate at o
moment whon he could affords least to
encounter them. o it has happened
thus far that the minor personalities in
the political drama now being enacted
have been compellod to bear the bur-
den of the game.

Perhaps the most conspicuous of
thesa victims, in the Democratic camp
at least, is William J. Conners, member
of the New York Democratic state
committee, reputad to be the real as
well as-the titular boss of the Demo-
cratic organization in the Xmpire
State. In lieu of a wider field in which
to exercise their wit and power of in-
vantion the campaign apecialists of the
opposition have gelected Mr. Cnnmjrs
s best fitted to serve as the target for
their keenest shafts.

One of the most agrecable features
of the business, onc that relieyes it of
much of its apparent ferocity, is that
there is no one in the country who
seems to extract more enjoyment from
it than does Willlam J. Conners him-
self. As long as all these politieal fun-
makers confine themselves to the per-
sonal and physical characteristics of
the boss they are welcome. It Is only
whon his integrity is questioned that
this man who has risen from the ranks
pgsumes the defensive. Those who
know him and the strict rule of busi-
ness “squareness’” by which he is
dominated arc quite as ready to frown
on all attempt to belittle his s}urdy
preference for fair dealing, for it is the
¢ashion In Buffalo, his native city, to
belfeve that when it comes to the
“show down” William J. Conners is as
good as gold.

A Hazardous Beginning.

Nor has Mr. Conners ever made any
attempt to conceal the fact that his
carly life was a poor beginning for the
long climb which rose before him. He
was born fifty-one years ago in the
Thirst ward -of Buffalo, down on. the
lake front. Those who are familiar
with the locality will wonder the more

I taining o

Once

that any good could have come out of
{t. His parents were Irish Canadians,
and he was the only boy. His father
had been o sailor on the lakes in sum-
mer and a stonecutter on land in win-
ter. The clder Conners was thrifty in
his way, and when he had accumulated
enough he invested his carnings in a
small saloon near the Ohio basin. It
wag {n the very heart of a district con-
dense population composed
of freight handlers and graln scoop-
men who toiled all day and were

ers,
likely to carouse all night.

It was a hazardous school for young
Conners. That it made its unhealthy
and even degrading impress Mr. Con-
ners would be first to admit. HIis par-
ents wanted him to have seme educa-
tion beyond that of the docks, and he
was sent to the parochial school, He
learned readily, but the confinement
and the routine were not to his taste.
After a year of it he declared that he
needed no mox that he chose rather
to roll up his sleeves and go to work.

His father gave a reluctant consent,
and the boy went to work. His first
job.was that of cook’s assistant on one
of the steamers plying between Bufla-
lo. and Duluth. It was not an attrac-
tive life, but he kept at it four years,
eventually  becoming  chief  porter.
Abont that time he realized that the
great physical strength with which he
was éndowed made him fit for the bet-
ter paid but far harder work on the
docks, of which he had seen so much
and which he could do without an ap-
prenticeship,.  Here he worked, and
worked hard, until he was twenty-two.
He had risen to the position of fore-
man of frelght handlers, but he was
ambitious to get rich, and to become
the proprietor of 4 Haloon near the
docks seemed to him to be a distinet
forward step. He didn't have much
working capital, but from the first
business came his way, and he pros-
pered  financially. He had become
popular among his mates along the
docks, and they became his. puatrons
when he went into business. Just then
his father died, and the son became
owner of two prosperous saloons,

He made money, hut he did not
like the business, said so [rankly and
was constantly on the lookout for
something more to his taste. '‘One day
during a big strike on the docks a

WILLIAM J. CONNERS,

MULTI-MILLIONAIRE AND POLITICIAN.

brillinnt idea came into his head.
knew all about the trouble experienced
by the steamship companies that nan-
dled their own freight, hiring men who
were fregquently on strike and suffer-

Uing all sorts of inconvenience from the

| plun,

The grain  carrving  #teamers
saved all these ditfienlties hocause
unloaded with Iabor supplied by
who chorged o mueh per

were
they
contractors

thousand bushels, It oceurred to Con-
nerg that pa g¢ freight might be
handled in the same fashion and that!

he was the very man to put the schem:
into

execution. 1t did not take him
to aet after he had convineed
If of the feasibility of the propo-

He applied for the contract to

Cloard and uniond all the steamers of the

agzoe

Union stea:

hip ling, one of the larg-

est companies of the great lake vegion, |
and secured i, This deal wag made
in 1885, and since that time he has

been adding constantly to his business
until now h#» is handling o}l the na
freigint on every dock in Buffalo
save one, as well as that in most other
ports along the great Thus he
has become one of the most pxtensive
individunl cmployvers  of  labor in
America

linicos,

His Social Aspirations.
F
n the

nineties Conn hand
made so much money out of hi
handling that he bezan to
launch out in other
——street ratlroads,
eral industrial - eaterprisc:
followed bLim after every :

Along

grain
contracts

business

breweries

he became o millions
camA the longing i position and a
burning re to scoure for his family

the

1to

an entran campany of

refined and- educated. - He forsook ail
his old haunts, moved into an excla-
sive  section of the city, e
the most expensive public and

LY con
nnd i huge
monds and  “extreme’ clothing.
this he did 1 endured, not because
the doing titied  his  vanity, but
rather because hs Khew no other way
ta attaln his end and belicved he swas
on the vight track,

hat this i3 the true oxpianation of
his attempt to break into society i
proved by his good natured willlng:
adyvice in the matter [

denous as o prodigal
i -

soon be

ender

arer of

to accept

He :

But little he cares what standard we
have—
Anything for office If his motives were
told.
|
| But this ancient mule claims noble de-
! seent
{ From Jefferson and Jackson, whoge
| worth is well known,
But {f these noble men were with us to-
| day
I This Democrat muie they'd surely dis-
| own.
[ Bill Bryan's a-straddle this Domocrat

mule,
And Wali street is leading the mule by
) the head,

| But the poor inule’s so weak he can
| scarcely nold up

| il atier election, when he will drop
| dead.

GEORGE H. PICARD.

those who  were his  real  friends.
said one of those latter one

day, “yvou are making a fool of your-
It wenring all those dlamonds.  [U 8

plutely vulgy

Maebbe it 18" admitted Conners: rue -
fuily, “I notice that thim what has
thim wenr theim and thim that hasn't
don't,’” But he tookl the hint, and

appeared without the

thereaftor he

S
ortiy after Conners bought his tfine
houso on rashion: Dedaware avenue
A ostreet roiroad company which ha

thrle

1

Hine yesing he nvenue near the new
home sent up o lot of rails which were
to be ased for repalvs. - These rails
were du d on o the paventent  with
sach o rosoynding clatter that the en-
tiree neighborhood swas  aroused. It
must Lo M Conners moving in'' ob-

ryed b next door neighbor, who

vty
fter he had  moved into the fine

s garvdenar
nRme in tetters tormed
pients on the lawan in
A “Gand il e

ariztoecratic

house Conners |

pland
utl of ol
{ 1t of hi

cladimed an

hig

passerby, gang-
ing wt the floral lesend throush her
lorgnette. 1he poor man gnust think
1i woraliroad station.'

The Conners of today, the Conners
i avenue and the  state
t s the  man  whose
[ R vas  to be  the
Dig’ e The refining
toueh : 13 d with such per-
Sint vl 1 metamorphosis i3
1 iy only wien
e i very carnest thut thae
old - time ticil perversions
¢ ihenmisg gt perceptible for - a
ent uwi i recurrence of the

of hizearly Hfe” mel!

J. Conners
(qufet
anner

sud

hie had

oy
vk of Williwin J.
teday ther

of this

hundreds
the old If

¢ (3¢

ward

Vanrs in oo 1tive
that the

hiz old neighhorhood ar

«<om

Bounty and children

noor in

to ¢iil him i
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BRIEF AND

The English bishop of Peterbor-
ough and a rural dean have acted as
coal heavers for’ half an hour. The
Liighop was on a motor car trip in his
dlocese, and the car frightened a horse
drawing a coal cart. The horse bolted,
and the cart was overturned in the
ditch,  The rural dean sat on.tho
horse's head until it was released from

PERTINENT.

the cart, and then the bishop, the dean

and the bishop's chauffeur and valet

heiped the driver to reload his cart.
An enterprising south London firm

sent out a number of dogs fitted with |

“hoards's. on their backs advertising
their wares, The ecanine “sandwich-
nmen® had the boards strapped.on thefr

gutters in single file, like the orthodox
bouardmen. 3 JasnEanLei
In order to draw trade the manager
of a San
engaged as shopwalker & dwart. The
man is covered with spotsg, has enorm-

is only four feet high. :
Through the action of flood waters
the great barriey swyire

backs, and they marched aleng  the | shutting  off  northern Queensland
{ o8
e e £

Erancisco. establishment has |

ous hands, big feet, a large head and |

netting fence,

against rahbit invasion has been swept
daown in several places, 'and the rab-
bits are pouring through in thousands
All vegetation is disippearing before
them. {

A farmer named
four hiind baby rabbits on his land |
and. took them home to his cat for
food. - Pussy was:.nursing her one Kit-
ten, and instead of ealing the rabbits
she procecded to nurse

Wellstead  found |

{ der her fostering care

they are doing
well, Puss was more humane than her
master,

Having made an appointinent with a
man who answered har advertisement
for a hu v, widow in Buriington
Nics T \v sxtonished (o I he Avas
her own sSon.

The new law which limits the hours
of work for telegraphers will foree the

them, and un- 1 railroads to get at least 6,000, possi- |

§

biy donble that number, of new tele-
graph operators. More men have risen
high in the railroad world from the

tplegraph branch than from any other.
The arctic explorer, Captain. Amund
ser, rays that in his next irip to the
will emplay bears in-
and ~he hopes thus to

1S ne
3 doge,
reach the pole.

Rai=2uli has' a disagreeable
humor. When he captured

oriental
General |

h can dur forceed  hime to dismount
from  his ' hors vide o mule in
order to show ition and
to dake off his turls »oanly a
A wlman should weoar a head
dre

| DASET it 10 § PYE0 ¢+ army
i to Lo ‘ th tocom-
pass witk tluminous needle, and 300.-

have

000 eompas costing §400,000,

already been ordered.
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