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after the gathering of the wheat, behold and lo!
the tares are bound in bundles, and the field re-
maineth to be burned.

Do the Latter-day Salnis comprehend
this? Thine of the great changes that
are taking place in the world; of this
dreadtul loss of life, and also of virtue;
of the terrible cyclones, laying waste
whole cities; fires devastating towns and
villages; earthquakes, storms and judg-
ments of every kind. What is the mean-
ing of all this? Why, these niessengers
that have been waiting in heaven for a
long time, holding in their hands the
sharp sickles, have gone forth in the
earth and made a beginning, and they
never wiil cease until this scene s wound
up. If you want to know what is com-
ing to pass in the earth, read the reve-
lations ot St. John as well as those in the
Book ot Mormen and Book of Doctrine
and Covenants. Satan is busy. He
knows that his power will be curtailed
unless he can stop the progress of the
work of God, and he is laboring all the
time to try and draw away the sons and
daugutérs of Zion from the patl of recti-
tude and duty. Whenever halfa dozen
Elders gather together to preach the
gospel, there you will find the enemy
working hard against them.

Brother Cannon also spoke about the
First Presidency of the Church. Nouw,
the world is terribly afratd that the
Eresidency of this Church sha!l say some-
thing to somehody about polttics; and
even some of the Elders of Israel appear
very much afraid that they will get some
counsel on these things. What are
they thinking about? Politics should
never turn the heart of any man bearing
the Holy Priesthood from his brethren
or from the cause of God. Let him en-
joy his politics, and vote for whom he
chooses; but let all nten stop throwing
this filth and slime and pursuing a course
wherein God himself and the angels are
ashamed of them. It makes no differ-
ence to me what a man's politics is; he
has a right to enjoy his own political
ideas; but let this people realize that
they are Latter-day Saints and are held
responsible before God for the course
they pursue,

We should look at titese things as they
are. We hold in our hands the keys
ot the kingdom, and God wiit hold us
responsible for the use we make of this

power which He has entrusted to us. If
we do our duty, we shall prevail, We
have revelation with us. True, the

teaders of this Church since the death of
the Prophet Joseph Smith have mnot
written many revelations. Joseph Smith
brought forth the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants, and it is a grand volume of
revelation—one of the most glorious re-
cords ever given of God to man on the
earth. But I want to say that Brother
Brigham Young did not live without
revelation. He always had revelation
with him. He could not labor without
it; he could not preach or do the will of
God without it. Nor can any man that
occupies that position The Lord would
permit no man tostand at the head of
this Church unless he was governed and
controlled by revelation. We are feeble
instruments—weak worms of the dust;
but God has chosen the weak things o1
the earth to confound the wise, and to
build up His Zion, and He gives us
revelation and makes known unto us
His mind and will. We have agreat
Jabor upon us at the present time in
carrying out the purposes of the Lord
with regard to His work among the sons

THE DESERET WEEKL_Y:

= 1

and daughters of Adam. I rejoice that
I have lived to see what I have. Ire-
joice that I came to these valleys with
President Young. We found a barren
desert. What did the Spirit of God say
to him? He was urged to not stop here,
but go on to California. “No,** said
Brother Young, ‘I am going to stay
right here. Iam going to build a city
here; ] am going to build a temple here;
I am going to build a country here.*
What did he say that by? By the power
ot .revelation; and he tulfilled it all. He
Pertormed a great work. He laid the
oundations of this great and glorious
temple here, and we have lived to dedi-
cate it unto God. We have power today
to go into four temples and attend to
the ordinances of the house of God for
the living and for the dead. Yes, we
are opeming the prison doors in the
spirit world to thousands and thousands
of our fathers’ houscholds. Thus we
are saviors upon Mount Zion, whoni the
Lord has raised up in these last days to
redeem the dead an! give them a place
and a standing intheir fathers’ house.
Those who were drowned in the days of
Noah were shut up in prison tor a long
time, and Christ, while His body lay in
the tomb, went and preached to these
spirits in prison, that they might live ac-
cording to God in the spirit and be
judged according to men in the flesh.
So Joseph Smith and Hyrum Smith,
David Patten and others, who have laid
down their lives tor the Gospel’s sake,
have gone to the spirits in prison and
labored there; and you and I are called
upon to attend to the duty of the re-
demption of our dead while we dwell
here in the flesh. This is our work.

I feel thankful for the blessings we as
a people enjoy. It requires that we
shall be humble. We want to remem-
ber. pur prayers. There should be a
great deal of praylng in Israel; not
public prayers alone. but every man
should go into his closet and there call
upon God and ask Him to sustain Zion,
sustain the Presidency ot the Church,
and the Twelve Apostles, with all men
who bear the Holy Priesthood in the
earth. Upon the shoulders of these men
devolves the duty to go forth and warn
this generation of the judgments which
are to come. Yet our numbers are lew,
compared with the fourteen hundred
millions of people that dwell in the flesh.
Therelore, do not be afraid ot getting
counsel from the presiding authorities in
the Church. They will not counsel you
wrong. They know better than to do
that. They are anxious tor this people
to be united. We have received the
ordinances of the house of God and
have entered into covenant to build up
Zion, and that is what we should live
for. For I tell you, the God of heaven
requires this at our hands, The devi]
has no power to overthrow the purposes
of God. The Loid is above nim, and
he cannot go beyond what the Lord per-
mits.

Brethren and sisters, this is the way I
feel today. Eighteen hundred years
have passed away from the time the
Apostles of Christ were put to death and
the Priesthood was taken home to God,
and remaized there until He gave it to
Joseph Smith, who was raised up to
stand at the head of this dispensation.
Jesus said to Joseph Sinith and those
first Elders:

For thou art called to prunc my vincyard
with a mighty pruning, yca, cven for the last
time,

They were commanded to go out and
warn the world and to preach the Gos-
pel, so that their garments might be
clean of the blood of all men. This is
our calling. I wish we were better than
we are, and that we had more of a dis-
position to do what the Lord requires of
us. But we are poor, weak men. Yet
there are those among us that would go
to death rather than break these com-
mandments ol God which Brother Can-
non referred to. And well they might.
It pays no man to sin., There is no
salvation or glory in it; but there is
sorrow in it. If you occupied the
position that I do, you would he where
some of this sorrow is manifest. We
hear occasionally of men going astray
and witness the sorrow that comes upon
them when their eyes are opened to
understand their condition. They would
give everything they possess on earth if
it had pot happened; but the day is past
and they have to suffer for it. I am
anxious myselfl that all the Latter-day
Saints will try to keep the jaith while
they live upon the earth.,  Qur lives are
short here, even if we live to be one
hundred years old, compared with the
great eternity before us. The dead are
there whom we have redeemed, and we
certainly do not want t0¢ pursue a course
whereby we will forfeit the honor be-
longing to us connected with their sal-
vation. It does not pay tor any man to
lose his faith in God, or to dishonor the
Priesthood which he holds; but we
should pursue such a course that when
we get through we will be satisfied with
our lives. We are in the midst of a
world of sin and temptation. It is a
constant warfare with us. It was with
the Savior. He was tempted all through
his life, and He is an example for us.
Certainly we have never passed through
more than the Savior did, nor as much.
But He through all His life remained
true and faithful to His Father andto
His calling as the Savior of the world®
He prayed a great deal, and He mourn-
ed before the Lord over the sins of the
world. Today He isin our midst. He
is our advocate with the Father. He is
waltching over us, and He will do all
that He can for our salvation.

We have everything to encourage us.
When you think of eternal life; when
you think of the heavenly hosts; when
%rou think of those that have gone be-
ore us, awaiting the final resurrection
ot the dead and the coming of the Son
of Man to wind up the scene and enter
into His glory, what is there that can
tempt any man to depart fron: the Gos-
pel of Corist? There is nothing worse
than fora man to yield to sio after he
has emhraced the Gospel. We should
labor against sin and temptation.

I believe thisis all { want to say to
you. I am glad to meet with you. I
do not attend meetings a grear deal,
But 1 am at my desk every day in the
week about g o’clock except Saturday,
and when the end ot the week comes
am weary in body, and need rest. I
always enjoy myself however, among
the Latter-day Saints in their con-
ferences when [ do attend. I have
traveled many years in this Chucch.
Many of our fathers,brothers and sisters
have passed oftt We are left; but we
shall soon follow them. I pray God that
He will give us power as His servants
and Saints to magnify our calling and
walk uprightly before Him, that we may
be saved in the kingdom of God, for
Jesus? sake. Amen.



