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after the gathering of the wheat behold and lollo
the tares are bound in bundles and the field re
maibeth tp be burned

do the latter day saints comprehend
this thinsthin a of the great changes that
are taking place in the world of this
dreadful loss of life and also of virtue
of the terrible cyclones laying waste
whole cities fires devastating towns and
villages earthquakes storms and judg-
ments of every kind what is the mean-
ing of all this why these niesmessengers
that have been waiting in heaven for a
long time holding in their hands the
sharp sickles have gone forth in the
earth and made a beginning and they
never will cease until this scene is wound
upfp if you want to know what is com-
ing to pass in the earth read the reve-
lations otof st john as well as those in the
book of mormon and book of doctrine
and covenants satan is busy he
knows that his power will be curtailed
unless he can stop the progress of the
work of god and he is laboring all the
time to try and draw away the sons and
dauabdaughters of zion from the path of recti-
tude and duty whenever half a dozen
elders gather together to preach the
gospel there you will find the enemy
working hard against them

brother cannon also spoke about the
first presidency of the church now
the world is terribly afraid that the
residencypresidency of this church shall say some-
thing to somebody about politics and
even some of the elders of israel appear
very much afraid that they will get some
counsel on these things what are
they thinking about politics should
never turn the heart of any man bearing
the holy priesthood from his brethren
or from the cause of god let him en-
joy his politics and vote for whom he
chooses but let all men stop throwing
this filth and slime and pursuing a course
wherein god himself and the angels are
ashamed of them it makes no differ-
ence to me what a mans politics is he
has a right to enjoy his own political
ideas but let this people realize that
they are latter day saints and are held
responsible before god for the course
they pursue

we should look at thesetese things as they
are we hold in our hands the keys
otof the kingdom and god will hold us
responsible torfor the use we make of this
power which he has entrusted to us if
we do our duty we shall prevail we
have revelation with us true the
leaders of this church since the death of
the prophet joseph smith have not
written many revelationslations joseph smith
brought forth the book of doctrine and
covenants and it is a grand volume olof
revelation one of the most glorgloriousiousi re-
cords ever givenven of god to man on the
earth but TwantI1 want to say that brother
brigham young did not live without
revelation he always had revelation
with him he could not labor without
it he could not preach or do the will of
god without it nor can any man that
occupies that position the lord would
permitermit no man to stand at the head ofpisththis Churchchurch unless he was governed and
controlled by revelation we are feeble
instruments weak worms of the dust
but add has chosen the weak things ot
the earth to confound the wise and to
build up his zion and he gives us
revelation and makes known unto us
his mind and will we have a great
labor upon us at the present time in
carrying out the purposes otof the lord
with regard to his work among the sons

and daughters of adam I1 rejoice that
I1 have lived to see what I1 have I1 re-
joice that I1 came to these valleys with
president young we found a barren
desert what did the spirit of god say
to him he was urged to not stop here
but go on to california no saidsaid
brother young 1 I am going to stay
right here I1 am going to build a city
here I1 am going to build a temple here
I1 am going to build a country here
what did he say that by by the power
olof revelation and he fulfilled it all he
performed a greatagrest work he laid the
foundations of this great and glorious
temple here and we have lived to dedi-
cate it unto god we have power today
to go into four temples and attend to
the ordinances of the house of god for
the living and for the dead yes we
are opening the prison doors in the
spirit world to thousands and thousands
of our fathers households thus we
are saviors upon mount zion whom the
lord has raised up in these last days to
redeem the dead an I1 give them a place
and a standing in their fathers house
those who were drowned in the days of
noah were shut up in prison for a long
time and christ while his body lay in
the tomb went and preached to these
spirits in prison that they might live ac-
cording to god in the spirit and be
judged according to men in the flesh
so joseph smith and hyrum smith
david patten and others who have laid
down their lives lorfor the gospels sake
have gone to the spirits in prison and
labored there and you and I1 are called
upon to attend to the duty of the re
demotiondemption of our dead while we dwell
here in the flesh this is our work

I1 feel thankful for the blessings we as
a peopeoplegI1le enjoy it requires that we
shall bee humble we want to remem-
ber our prayers there should be a
great deal of praying in israel not
public prayers alone but every man
should go into his closet and there call
upon god and ask him to sustain zion
sustain the presidency of the church
and the twelve Apostapostlesleswithwith all men
who bear the holy priesthood in the
earth upon the shoulders of these men
devolves the duty to go forth and warn
this generation of the judgments which
are to come yet our numbers are lewfew
compared with the fourteen hundred
millions of people that dwell in the flesh
therefore do not be afraid otof getting
counsel from the presiding authorities in
the church they will not counsel you
wrong they know better than to do
that they are anxious torfor this people
to be united we have received the
ordinances of the house of god and
have entered into covenant to build up
zion and that is what we should live
for for I1 tell you the god of heaven
rerequiresquire s this at our hands the devil
hasas no power to overthrow thehe purposes
of god the lord is above him and
he cannot go beyond whitwhat the lord per-
mits

brethren and sisters this is the way I1
feel today eighteen hundred years
have passed away from the time the
apostles of christ were put to death and
the priesthood was taken home to god
and remained there until he gave it to
joseph smith who was raised up to
stand at the head of this dispensation
jesus said to joseph smith and those
first elders

for thou art called to prune my vineyard
with a mighty pruning yea even for the last
time

they were commanded to go out and
warn the world and to preach the gos-
pel so that their garments might be
clean of the blood of all men this is
our calling I1 wish we were better than
we are and that we hadbad more of a dis-
position to do what the lord requires of
us but we are poor weak men yet
there are those among us that would go
to death rather than break these com-
mandmentsmandments of god which brother can-
non referred to and well they tightmight
it pays no man to sin there isis no
salvation or glory in it but theresthere is
sorrow in it if you occupiedoccupied the
position that I1 do you would hee where
some of this sorrow is manifest we
hear occasionally of men going astray
and witness the sorrow that comes upon
them when their eyes are opened to
understand their condition they would
give everything they possess on earth if
it had not happened but the day is past
and they have to suffer for it 1I am
anxious myself that all the latter day
saints will try to keep the laithfaith while
they live upon the earth our lives are
short here even if we live to be one
hundred years old compared with the
great eternity before us the dead are
there whom we have redeemed and we
certainly do not want to pursue a course
whereby we will forfeit the honoreehonor be-
longing to us connected with their sal

it does not pay lorfor any man totd
lose his faith in god or to dishonor tikethe
priesthood which he holds but we
should pursue such a course that when
we get through we will be satisfied with
our lives we are in the midst of a
world of sin and temptation it is a
constant warfare with us it was with
the savior he was tempted all throughorough
his life and he is an example for us
certainly we have never passed throughh
more than the savior did nor as ductmuch
but he through all his life remained
true and faithful to his father and to
his calling as the savior of the world
he prayed a great deal and he mourn-
ed before the lord over the sins of the
world today he is in our midst he
is our advocate with the father he is
watchine over us and he will do all
that he can for our salvation

we have everything to encourage us
when you think of eternal life when
you think of the heavenly hosts when
you think of those that have gone be-
fore us awaiting the final resurrection
of the dead and the coming of the son
of man to wind up the scene and enter
into his glory what is there that can
tempt any man to depart from the gos-
pel of christ there is nothing worse
than for a man to yield to sin after I1he
has embraced the gospel we shongshould
labor against sin and temptation

I1 believe this is all I1 want to say to
you I1 am glad to meet with you I1
do not attend meetings a great deal
but I1 am at my desk every day in the
week about 9 0clock except saturday
and when the end of the week comes I1I1
am weary in body and need rest I1
always enjoy myself however among
the latter day saints in their con-
ferencesferences when I1 do attend I1 have
traveled many years in this church
many of our fathers brothers and sisters
have passed ofton we are left but we
shall soon follow them I1 pray god that
he will give us power as his servants
and saints to magnify our calling and
walk uprightly before him that we may
be saved in the kingdom of god for
jesus sake amen


