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HE first time I saw the Prophet Joseph Smith I was about eighteen

GHEyears otof age It was about the year 1531 In the fall otof the
year It was rumored that the Prophet vas going to bold a
meeting In Portage county Ohio about two miles from
my fathers home having heard many stories about him

my curiosity was considerably aroused and I thought I wouldwould take
advantage otof this opportunity to see and hear him Accordingly In company
with some otof the members otof my fathers family I went to HIram When wo

reached there the were already assembled In a small bowery therethero
were about onoone hundred and fifty or two hundred people present The meeting
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s r it x 1 b lJOSEPH SMITH THE PROPHET

u

had already commenced and Joseph Smith was In the door otof Fa-

ther
Fa

ther Johnsons house looking lathInto thetho bowery and i
made a critical examination nsas to his1118 appearance hIs dress his manner nsasas-

II heard him speak IllsHIs remarkss wwereconfined principally to hishe own experexper-

iences especially the visitation otof the angel giving a strong and powerful testes-

timony
tes-

timony In regard to these marvelous manifestations At first he Beeme a11 litlit-

tle

lit-

tietietle diffident and spoke In rather na low voice but OJas liehe proceeded he bebe-

camecame veryery strometrone and powerful and to affect the whole audience
with the feeling that he was honest and sincere It certainly influenced me InIn-

this
In-

thisthis waway and made Impressions upon me that remain until thetho present daydaf
TIKETHE TST S GEGEN AND KINDNESS

Not long after this meeting he baptized my mother and two of my sisters
Laura and Eliza R Snow into the Church generally known as the Mormon
Church Soon after this joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon wererere dragged from
their beds at night bby a mob both were Inhumanly whipped and tarred and
feathered

LukeLuCe and Lyman Johnson with whomham I had been Intimately aCQuainted

all through my boyhood days received thetho Gospel and were ordained Apostles
AfterArter this I attended high school and college and partially forgot thetho effect
otof the meeting described as my mind wasWAI diverted In other directions

The next time I cawaw the Prophet was at his own house In Kirtland AfterAtter
I Was Introduced to him he Invited me to take dinner with him lieHe seemedto
have changed considerablY In his appearance since I saw him before lie was
wryvery ready In conversation and had aDapparentlyparent lost that reserveresene and dIffident

fueling that he sseemedmed then to partake otof lie was free andInd easy In hIs talk
with mme making me feelteel perfectly at home In his presence I remember this

bb-

end
and conversation nsas Itif It were but yesterday He sat down ntat onoone

end ofoC the table and I sat next to him JI tellfelt nsas treefree nsas Itif wowe had
been special friends fortor years He was very familiar DuringDurin my stay IIin

Ft In trio fall and winter otof and 1 r attended the high school

meeting the Prophet Joseph veryery oftenotten and under manmany clrcrums somesome-

timestimes ntat his home sometimes on thutho street sometimes at the close otof meet Y
lags shaking hands with him and at other times while he wasWIlS overseeing
pUblic business

I will relate nnan Instance which shot one ofat his traits otof characcharac-

terter that I learned laterInter to be ververy deep feelings otof kindness toto-

ward

to-

wardswardsward There Willwas na steep hillhili In Kirtland which was being leveled

and number ofat workmen were engaged President Smith was there

and I met him with his first counselor Sidney The Prophet was overoer
thetho workork One otof the brethren came up to the Prophet carrying a nest

Joseph who afteratter looking at themfullCull otof young mice lieHe showed thorn to
seeminglyseeming wIth IreIgreatt Interest soldsaid to the workman Pretty little Innocent

things taketak them back and put them where their mothermolher can find themthem-

II attended the meetings In the Temple regularlyregular and heard the Prophet

discourse uponunon the grandest otof subjectssubject At times hebe was filled with the

holy Ghost asal with the voiceoleo otof nnan archangel and filled with the

power otof God his wholeole person shone andnd his face wasWIlS lightened until It apap-

peared

ap-

peared nilas thetho whiteness otof the driven snow

HIS DISLIKE OF ASSUMED SANCTITY

One time when thetho Temple walls In Nauvoo were about fifteen feetteet high

litIt wnw allon SundaySunda morning PresIdent Smith came tipup to the meeting grounds

accompanied by a tolltall gentleman proportionedwell and about sIx

teefeet high UeHe was a Presbyterian minIster as i learnedd laterlaler They both came

Into the Temple anIand walked up the aisle together There was a largeorGe crowd

otof people present lieHe gate the gentleman a seat on the stand and then sat

down beside him The minister seemed veryer peculiar hadhod a11 pious appearance

e

S

seemedemed not to mOVe a singlelingle muscle Mdand wasWIlS Intensely solemn When MYanyany-

thingthIng waswaa saidBall that created merriment or laughter among the people tho
minister remained p quiet not oveneven showing the least chango otof

countenance The Prophet feltCelt very well that morning and made a fine apap-

pearance as ho walked upUIl to the stand JleIle noticed there was some contucontu-

sionslonsion among the people In getting their seats because ofat the crowd lie sowsaw
the marshal sitting on the wall with his Chin resting upon his cane who seemseem-

Ingly had forgotten his duties The Prophet called out MrIr Marshal please
take that cane away from yourour mouth and comocome down here and hell these
people to Get their seats and It youOU dont do It I1 shall walk down the
myself and swing my hands from side to side until there Is room fortor thetho peo
plopie to passoss through thetho crowd and get their seatsau ofat coursecourS caused
somesomo laughter among the people but the minister waslas as solemn and still as na

After ththe opening otof thetho meeting President Smith gotat up and I never
heardbeard him speak with more power titan1 on this occasion The people were
delighted he was filledfillod with the Spirit otof CodOol and spoke with great forcetorce and
eloquence At tines he spoke lightly and at other times he explained the
mysteries ofat the kingdomdom The changechance was so noticeable that Itseemed he
was elevated Into heaven while addressing the peoplele who were on the earth
and then returned againogain to more familiar themes

TOLD AMUSAMUSINGO ANECDOTES

The Prophet was always veryery pleasant and litat times he was given to telltell-

IngInsIng I will relate one In hlIris own wordswards uas nearly as I can rere-

member
re-

membermember them
Nowow thIs anecdote that I am going to tell youOU is18 not fortor the purpose otof

CAsting reflections upon the Irish ppeople so Itif there are anany Irish brethren
and sisters herohere I dont want thomthem to take nnany offense fortor the Irish people
as na rule arearc always willing and ready to netact and are often better prepared
to meet an emergency than either thetho 1 or AmerIcan 1 people I wish
to say this much In behalfbeha otof the Irish There are some people some minisminis-
ters

minis-
ters ofoC the Gospel who feelCeol that thethey always to be solemn and havehavohave-
aa holyhoh appearance and to present their religious viewsIos to everyone they meet
wherever or whenever It may hebe and to tn to forcetorce their beliefbellet upon others
I dont feelteel this way myself ItIf na person desIres to hearMor what I have to saysay-

II an pleased to bear my testimony to him but I never foolte 1 to forcetorce my views
L upon allone I havebave heard otof a11 minister who was traveling In u buggybugy on a

turnpike roadrond In Vermont lie overtook onan Irishman stopped him alightalight-

edI edcd from the bbuggy and approached the Irishman In this way MY

dear friend 0 my dear dyIng friend he said In ta mournful voice Do youOU

know the awful state you are In Ooh sor said thetho Irishman to beb-
eisurei r I do sOr Im in the ofat Then the minIster answered In
his gravegrae way 0 but mmy dear dying friend you do not understand me Im
afraid youOU havehae lost yourOUr way Och no rejoined the IrishIrish-
man

Irish-
manman beardbedad anIman Im sure I have not sor how kin a monman lose his waywoy on a

road sor ButDut answered the minister youOU do not
understand fIleme Have youOU made yourour pence with Jesus No sor
saId the Irishman OleOlve no nado fortor that same fortor JesusJasus an I havohao
never hudhad innsInny fallin out sor

Joseph Smith was always natural and extremelY calmcaho he never became
contusedconfused or Irritated bby persons or things around him ManMany ministers
called uponUDon him and endeavored to catch him when not upon his guard doing
something with which thethey might find faulttault butbilt when he was not In company
Illshis actions were always the same lieHe never was guilty otof hypocrisy lieHa
Indulged In all healthful sports and did not thinK It was unbecoming to playpillY
at ball to run a tootfoot race or to10 indulgeI In any other outoute soror sports One
minister while ntat the Prophetsts home happened to look out otof the window and
saw thetho Prophet engaged In wrestling In the garden with a11 friend This with
other Instances ofoC Innocent convincedd the minister otof the ProPro-

p
Pro-

phetsp ets honesty and entire freedom from h

A COUNCIL VI I
l coinI once met the PrProphetph t ntat hishis 1 n ethen he wasvas being visited bby a

otof Indian chiefs who had been sent bby theIr tribes from Georgia having
heard of the Prophet and that he was 1a man ofoC God thethey called uponuvon him
fortor counsel and advIce He was engaged In council with them when I called
The Indians knowknew him to be their true trlfriendnd I wiltedwaited until he had finished
hIs conversation and the Indians leftletl the room They were as fine looking InIn-

diandlandian chiefs as JI havehac evereyer beheld TheThey wereere perfect types otof health and at
In fulltull Indian dress AfterAtter their departure BrotherDrother Joseph told me who

they were and fortor what purpose thethey hallhad come lieHe told me with tears In his
eyesees that he was unable to help them HIHe seemed veryCry much affected andand-

OrveryOr sorrowful during the entire time ofat our conversation whichMch followed

Another strong trait In the PropProphetses Was his Innocent confconfidence
In mankind I will relate an Incident that I remember illustrative ofat this
One morning nsas he was walking along one ofat the streets In Nauvoo he metmet-

aa brother who seemed very much distressed about something He looked
to be In greatcreat trouble The Prophet addressed him In na friendly waway asking
him what troubled him The man said Yes I am In great trouble I am In
debt to a man who Is suing me and I a centent to pay him ThaTh
Prophet asked him the amount ofoC hIs debt dollars replied
the roanman Oh JsIs that all asked the Prophet at the same time putting
his hand Into his pocket and giving the man dollarsdonars saying

Here Ph yourour debt and God bless you The Prophet asked no quesques-

tions
ques-

tions regarding the debt as most people would have donedon bart 4 1w

the man In distress his sympathy was so60 perfect that lieho was pleased to bo
able to assist him asking nnany further questions

INCREASE OF HISJIlS POWERlOWER AND INFLUENCE
Toward the latter part ofat his lifelite Joseph Smith became a mmasterter otof

strength and Influence over his fellowstellow This tactfact WwasS boughtbought very
lyIy to my attention on my from a mission to Europe I noticed and
even remarked to him that he had changed vcrver much since I last saw him
that he had become and more powerful lieJle admittedd this and
ssaidd that the Lord had endowed him with additional portions otof IllsHis Spirit

OnoOne day he called thetho brethren ofat the Twelve Apostles together and
other prominent Elders otof the Church to appoint them to theIr several labors
and missions Each sat and walledwaited withIth much anxiety to hear the word
ofat ththe Prophet concerning hIs future dduties TheThey feltCelt that they worewere In the
presence otof a superior bbeing While In the Prophet did not seem
Wto possess that strength and power and some ofoC his brethren were not afraid
to oppose him and even to threaten him A mob gathered to do him Injury
and he had to flee fortor his lifelite but Inn later yearsfau hohe had become so strongstron InIn-

the
n

the power ofat the Lord that the ppeopleople felt It It wasas so on this occasion The
Elders realizeded his superior strength Brotherrother Brigham he saId I want you
to go0 east and attend to the affairs otof the Church In the Eastern StatStatess amand
Brother Kimball may accompany youOU Turning to another hebe said You
turn yourour attentiOn to the publication otof our paper and thusthull appointed
each one to his special mission all his word nsas the mind otof the
Lord
LordOn

On another occasion Joseph Smith had Indulged In playing a gameame otof ballLall
with some oft the young men In Nauvoo When his brother saw ItIt-

he
It-

hehe wished to correct the Prophet and even rebuked him saying that suchluch
conduct was notnol becoming In a PropProphetbet otof thetho Lord The Prophet anan-
swered

an-
swered In a11 mild voiceolce Brother Byrum my mingling withlIh the boysbos In a
harmless sportliport like this does not injurere me In anyway but on the other
hand It makes them happy and draws their hearts nearer to mine andaDd who

SISItt

knows but there mnmay be youngou g men among thethem who may sometime lay I
i

down their Iliveses forCor mome 5

TIlETIIE MAGNETISM OFoF HIS1113 PRESENCE ii-
TheThe Prophet hadhod thetho power to Impress In na remarkable manner all who iapproached There wasIlS something about him which went to their hearts 1

This was particularly the case with brethren when receiving tramfrom him their
appointments to go10 forth and preach the Gospel The Inspiration that flowed I

from him possessed their souls and Idshis words penetrated to the Innermost t

recesses ofat their being They loved him and believed In him and were ready
5
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to do whatever be directed work otof God Ile filled
them With thetho powerpower of 1his presence and thrilled them with the testimonyony
otof hla1 rop Theree are many people In the wworld who

S SS an s t friendshIp and wwarmth that everyone feels ii-
bowhobo meets them I havehae met manmany such mnmen but never yet havehae I met

F

another person In whose company I felt the peculiar and powerful ef j

that I felt while In the presence otof the Prophet Joseph Smith It Iee-

to

I-

toto the greatgrent portion otof the Spirit ot that he possessed merely ththe l

ofat his hand would cause a person to become with this influence and anyny
sensitive nature would know that liebe was shaking the hand of nnan

person

THE PROPHET JOSEPH OON PLURAL

I wish to relate Inhi fulltull na conversation that I had with the
Prophet Joseph concerning the principle otof celestial
marriage I feelCeel It to do this as there are nonow but fewCew
living who heard tramfrom the own lips his views and testimonyt con-
cerning

con
this principle DyBy doing so however I do not wish to convey the I

Idea that plural marriages are now being contracted In any place In the
by thethi Church ofoC Jesus Christ of Saints but to the contrary II-
do

I-

dodo most solemnsolemnly testify that durinduring my administration as President otof the
Church no such marriages havehae been contracted neither to my knowledgeknowledg
havehae anany such marrIages been contracted since the Manifesto wuwas Issued by
President Wilford rr-

InIn thetho month ofat April 18431543 I returned tramfrom my European mission AA-

fewfewtew daysdas afteracter mmy arrival at Nauvoo when atal President Joseph Smiths house
he said he wished to hatehae some private talk with me and requested me to
walkwalle out with him It was toward evening we walked a little distance and
sat down on na Jingo log that lay near the bank otof the Mississippi river hohe
therethero anam then explained to me the doctrIne of plurality otof wives

He said that thetho Lord had revealed It to him and commanded him to
have women sealsealed to him nsas wives that liehe foresawtoresa the trouble thathat would
followtollow and sought to turn away fromCrom the commandment that an angelancel
rein heaven appeared before him with a drawn sword threatening him with

destruction unless he went forward and obeyed the commandment
He then told me that my sister Eliza R Snow had been sealed to10 him asl r

his wife fortor time and
lIe further said that the Lord would open the waway and JI should have T

1

women sealed to m nlas wives This conversation was prolonged I1 think one
hour or more In which he told me many important thinthings

I solemnly declare beforebelore God and holyoly angelsanJel as I hope to come forthCorth isIn
ththe morning otof the resurrection that the above Is true

I knowno that Joseph Smith was a true Prophet otof the living God I test
hfy that he saw aid spoke with God and with His Son Jesus Christ The I

Lord gateae me this living testimony and It hashns been burning wIthIn my soul
evereer since I received It JI now givecle It unto the whole world I not only
testify to nilall mankind that Joseph Smith was sentnt of God and that the work r
that was established him Is the work otof Cod but warn allull thetho
nations of the earth the predictions made bby the Prophet and
testify In thetho most solemnmn manner that I know them to be truetruotru-

ell
M

I

I

y

I THE REVENUE LALAWW OF THE CHURCH

Delivered by ProsPresPresI-

dentIdent F Smith ntatat-

thethetho Quarterly Conference of
the tay LQLakeQ Stake Sunday
Sept 3010

I to put myself Into the hands
IfI the that He may guide me InIn-

tt I shalllall sayaay Lyby the influence otof
L

1

Thosee whoho were present yesterdayo litat
had tMthe elj otof listr tto President Snow In a verY In

Ung and Instructive discourse up

It
toe principle otof tithing As there

to be hero toddY
tb14 Inowhere yesterdayveersfera not here I will11

take the liberty otof reading the revela-

tionliontion that was givenIven to the Prophet

Joseph Smith Ih relation to this prinprin-

cipleciple This revelation Willwas given July
8 Inn answer to thetho question 0
Lord showJho unto Thy servants hohow

much thou otof the properties

ofat the peOple tforr na tithing TheTho Lord
soya

VerilyVerll thus saith the Lord I rere-

quire
re-

quirequire nilail ththeirlr surplus property tto be
the of thetho bishop otof mm-

church
my

churchchurch otofazIon
For the building otof mine house and

fortor the laying otof the foundation otof
Zion and forCor the PrIesthood anand fortor the
debts of the Presidency otof mmy church

And the beginning ofat ththe
orof mmy people

It wIll be remembered that ntat thISthe
time this revelation Willwas given thetho
members otof tho Church Inn and IpIn

OhIo were living un r Qa higher law
the law otof consecration Under thAt
law those who embraced the
did soM with their whole All thethey
ponespossessedcd Willwas put upon thehe altar fortorfor-
thethe service ofoC the LordLoll and fortor the
accomplishment ofoC the work lie had
started In the earth ButDut It developed
that many ofat the people wereIe
and selfish and were not disposeded totil
put and all that they POspos-
sessed upon ththe altar In giving the law
otof Cconsecration the Lord J that
thosetholo who came Into HIs
should hold themselves together with
all thethey had subject to His grill and
direction they were to be stewstew-

ardsards over their own property
except suchluch otof It 11as waswaft
necessary forCor the building otof th houhouse
otof forCor carrying on otof JIllhis workork
hut the people did not kkeepp that law
There wereVer too many otof them like AnaAm

and who weree tooloo covetcoetcovet-
ousousOUI to give all theyther popossessedested uas thethothe-

AA

Lord rrequired The result wasV II the peepeopeo-
plepie brought themselves under cond m
nation fortor thethey coplin
bed In this WilYway until the LordlION saw fit
to wIthdraw or suspend that tawlaw so0
that thcthey might not Inincreaserene their
condemnation before him theIrthe
disobedience In Its place sitnil Interior
law was law otof yetet
It Is to be a standing law unto the
Church All who receive the Gospel piemomo-
to

pie-
toto obeobey this law Thus we
In the forepart otof this that
thothosee who came Into the Church at that
time were expected to givegle all their sursur-
plus

sur-
plusplus property Into the hands orof the

That was to be the beginning
ofat the tithing otof the people

And after that those who have thus
been tithed smallhall pay otof All
their Interest annually and this shall
be na standing law unto ththem torforeverver
fortor my holy Priesthood Ihthe Lord

VerilY I sayMY unto youOU It hall comecome-
to

come-
toto roapass r that all those whoho gathergathor unto
the land ofat Zion shall be tithed orof theIr
surplus witshall observe this
law or thethey shall not be found worthy
to abide among you

Tithed otof their surplus

f

what does that meanTmean somepome maymar ukask I
understand It to mean that when a men
embraces the Gospel he will pay na tenth
otof all hebe possesses at that timelime and
that afteracter that he will pay a tenth
oft that which the LordJord elveses to him
annually I do not think these words
are susceptible otof any othotherr Interpre-
tationtation The revelation Is plain and
to the points It goes on

And I saylay unto youOU tcif my people ohobob-

serveserve not this lalaw to keep It holyhoh and
by this tawlaw sanctify the landand otof ZionLion
unto me that rnYmy statutes and mmy

may be kept thereon that
It may be most holyboly behold verilyully II-
saysay unto youOU It shall not be a landland-
ofotof ZionLion unto youou

And this shall be an unto
nilall the Stakes ofat Zion Ilven so80 Amen

We havehan had this law before us evereer
since ISIS1838 Those ofat usUI whoho have livedlIed
that Ionlong havehae been under It all thetho
timelime It huhas been before mome evereer since
I pas born fortor I happened to be born
In that yearear I havehae crownrown up under
this law and I have come to
that It Is the taw ofoC revenue fortor thetho
Church otof Jesus Christ of
Saints The perfect law otof revenue

1 c

I
was that the people should hold nilall ththeyy
possessed sUbject to the LordsLards
lion ButDut the Lord found that we
were too selfish fortor this wee had not
advanced tarfar enough In the scaleCale otof In

and otof confidence In the Lord
to carry out that prInciple and to yield
up ntat onany timelimp lieHe should require nilall
that wenc possessed fortor the accomplishaccomplish-
mentwentment ofoC maIlls will Seeing that we were
not ableoble to live up to the perfect lawlaw-
HelieHe gaveC us na lighter lawlaw-

ItItIf ththe perfect law orof God were In
force the Lord would not onlyonh have na
tenth to useule fortor the accomplishment
of Ills purposes but lie would have nilall
thetho people had AntIAnd IIf the people were
trultruly converted to ththe Gospel and hindhad
the right spirit thethey would feelteel that
It was 1a happyhapp privilegeo fortor them to
live so0 that all they had could be glengiven
freelytreely and without restraint ntat the
bidding otof the Almighty fortor the accom-
plishment of Ills will The daday will
conIC when 0 will11 see how narrow how i

covetous how small we wereeN whenhen wee I

would cavil or contcontendnd with the LoLord
I

fortor one moment In relation to properproper-
tyty matters Thehe earth isII thetho Lord
and the therthereoft We are J1J-

andand itIf we were only full otof lightlight-

e

Lor-
d

e

l
c 1 ww-

cc t

Intelligence nsas lie Is or as Christ Wagvas
while lie was upon the earth we would
have no desire In our hearts except to ii-

dodo the will ofat God We would not healbesl
fate to use anything wene might possess
fortor the accomplishment otof 1111lIi vurpurpur-
posesposes TheTho Lord Is able to take care otof
His own He Is justJus and riGhteous lieIle
isII not unmerciful to meills children nor
doesdoe lieHE requIre ofat them anything thatthat-
IsIs unjust or unnecessary Itif he shoUld
require na ssacrifice suchsueh as lieHe dId ofat
Job fortor Instance lieHe Is able to makemake-
upup fourfold tnaye ten id or A hhildred fold otof that which lieHe requires
at our hands provided we submit to
Ills requirements without
nice orf hesitancy And ItIf we underunder-
stoodstood things IUas we should wee would
feel to sasay Father we artare In thinsthin
hand antand nil we hnhave Is upon thetho nlalal-

tartar subject to ththy ButDut the
Lord dotslacs not require nilall we have ntat y

the present time He asks now fortor onoone
tenth otof our Interest annually to bobe
givenIlven Into the storehouse otof the Lord
fortor the feeding ofat the poor far theethe
clothIng otof the naked fortor

lGg unto those whoho are sicklick and help
fortor thetho spread ofoC the Gospel tuto
lions of the earth fortor the gabpUle

j


