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I might perhaps give a long deecrip-
tion of & trip over the island of Toga-
tabu, how we are received by the
natives, thelr foou, drink. manner of
oooking, making of the ““kava,’’ etc.,
but it would oniy be largely a reneti-
tion of the story told by Samoan mis-
sionaries, so I will mot trouhle your
readers with it at present,but I will give
an account of a trip on the sea from
Nukaaloia to Hazpai and to the prin-
cipal iglands of that group, whicu lie
about one buondred miles Bborth of
Togatabu,

HElder Merrill had met the premier
of Togs and had a pleasant talk wiih
him and was offered a passaye f[ree ol
charge, ou the government scbhooner
Jdiale Tafa. According to arrange-
ments he went atoard Sunday evening,
Qctober 22nu, and 88 svon 8s the uanas
ot the watch papsed Lwelve Lhe anchor
was drawn in, the saile epread; anu
soon the little white vessel was rapidly
gliding over the waves in the moon-
Light, belug uriven vy the trade wiud
which was ratbher sifong on the even-
ing in question. A merry jarty, cou-
pisting of the premier and atterdunts,
the Latter-day Baint Elder above re-
ferreu tu, aud the ship’s crew exjecled
to have a pleasant trip, But alul! a
sudueu change came, Tne howsprit
stay pave way orippling the boat se she
could pot make the trip, and ithey
turned her heay to the wind aud trieu
to repair the broken piace. In lue
meantime she rolled sud pilcheu ju the
whaves Jnbtill mManY bécame vVery sea-
slck, so much so that the only thing
thought of was a pace to lic down;
and «ll weut to the cabin and retired,
not caripg much whether she fuunk or
flouted. Thulz veing tbe first tuste of
rea; eea-sickness DIy M.esl0LEYY hids
bad, 1t wae an sxpericnoe he will lon,
repuembsr. Wuen daylight came tue
schuoner was aochereu 1o the Nuku.-
lafa harbor .bout 100 yards irom the
slegmer which was then lylug aslue
the whari; 20 he decideu tu leave the
native tcooober auu take passuge un
the steamer aud iransterreu hi» bux,
satchel, ete. At 6 ov’clock 1o the
eveuing K¢ made avolber trial,
which pruved to be both plessauot
abyd &uccessfu, a2 Lhe ship wus
peat snd cleanand everylhing ot the
copvenlence O pasBeugers s kept 1o
first clsss style. Tope evening wus
spent in conversiuyg with the passen-
gers and expluining the ovhject of our
stay amouDg lboe Toga Datives. The
glewmer hau nol got a palf a mile rom
the wharl unlil every one knew Uhere
wags a Mormon on board and the
natt ves were ready to poiot bim out to
thoae Lhal WADIeu to see what Eiud ol
s creature he was, Bed lime came
any ns gOOUJ B rest Wap eujoyed as il it
bad been tikew 1o one o! tne nest beu-
tooms in Uwah, Next morning
Huapal was 1o sight and wve iu-
tenusu to pive Elder. Kipghorn and
Huuter & surprize, but that wus taken
oft hie haDds Fy Lbe Bupercargo who
went ashore while breskiust wus belug
sorved on buard and wolu the brethr-n
“Merrfil wiil bhe over 1n a few
minuotes,’” The joy tha: those three
Eluers had in mesting arier tuesepara-
tion of five mouths can be belier
imugiued than described,

Tne neil ouy (Wedoesdny) Elders
Kinghorn and Mernll teok passage ou
s [eu-tou scow for the 1sland
Nomuka, whiob {8 ubont filty milep

of

southwest of where the bretbren make
their bhome. They boardeu about
eight o’clock and were soon saliing
over the “‘rolling deep’’ nefore a gentle
wind. At 1230 the captain dropped
anchot in front of the islanu of Hufeva
anu at once set his crew at work ianu-
ing merchandise fur a Lrader by the
panme of Swanson, woo is 8 kind fiend
o ‘our houys,”®> while the brethren
went out to visiL the people;
anJ, knowing the arrangemsent was
v spen the nignt here, they visited
the chieis ol the island and made ap-
pointmeut for a meeting ia the even-
ing. In the afternvvn they went vver
part ot tne isiand, looking througn the
village which has about Ieur hunuleu

inhabitanty. YWhen the time came
there wele over 8 hundreu
gathered and itne tirst Latter-day

saints sermon was preached to the wn-
Lives of that island by Elder Merrill.
Fhey seemed very much surprised to
lesrn that the Bible sutstantiates
*Mormon Docrine.”’ Elder Kingborn
also apuke to them aud gave a chance
for any one presenl io ask questions
about what they had heard, 'I'me pext
day they eailed tv Nomuka where
they nrriveu about 8 o’clock. This 18
vne of the best islands in the group,
aimost ronnd o ebape any 8 mile aud
a balf acroes; it contains one small
mouulain and a lake. Lhe soil is very
pralitic, prouuciug the yam, aweet
potato, hanana and coocoanut o grest
guantitier; alsu n greal abundance of
vranges, which have the reputation of
velng the bestin the Friendly arohi-
pelago, [ am Lolu t .5 18 the place
where Captuin Cook made his head-
guarters whileexploring in this viclu-
ity. Theboys were delighteu with the
faland aud the hearly wWelcome they
r celved irom Mr. Sande, the onl
white (rader on the 18]land; but were
s0t 80 wel! pleaceu with the natives for
they ure the worse sel yet visited. No
meeting could ve heid, neliher could
they talk vrivately lo any of them oo
the Gospel. They Letl us “ihe Lord
first made the T ngan, then the pigs,
then the wi:ite man.”’ Two days were
apeul here with no success whalever.
They set :ail Saturday worning,
nuving the boat loaded with ten tous
of cocoanuts and the Whole day was
spenton the sea beating againet a heau
wind, Hafeva was reached atduek,
where tbey spent Bunday, taking ad-
vanlage of every opporiunhy tu
“spreach the Gospei to every creature.”
Mounuay moruing they maue auolher
siarl towards Lifuks, but the wind
belpy conttary all duy and a calm
coming ¢n just at sundown, they
were Dot successful in reaching home,
Lut cast anchor near 4 reef and spent
the night ob the boat, using the sa:l
for # bed, 'The Dext morning there
wus & wind whicth wafied them luto
the Bagal huarbor by eleven o’clock,
where Brother dunter was anXiou-ly
walting thelr arrival to learn of thelr
success. One day wus spent al home
and Thursday evening found Elders
Merrill and Hunter oo the island of
{Jiba, the hime of the greal wartlor
.kiug Tavoa, who used 0 be the terror
of the South seas. Upon thie island ls
a beautiful c:metery, where pleep
twenty-four of the royal famiiy and
where there i an empty tomb which
was prepared by tbe kiug for himself.
A description of this place mixbt be of
interest, but I forbear lest m: com-
munication be too long. Three days

were spent here with great satisfaction,
the bretbhren being busy most of the
time explaining the principles of life.
and salvation.

Many are convinced aud we all ook
with great anxiety for the time to-
oome when we will baptize the.
believers, 'The islapds of Foa and
Haapo have been visited within the
lasL week and a great deal of talking
hasbeen done and many nDumbers of
the little wnrk entitled Bule’ags o
Hevan' (. Deen lefl awong the
natives wnerever we bave been, ‘T'his
15 & tract from the pen of XKider
Brigham Smoot of Prove, so well
written that we have Lo testiry that we
48w him write it before some of thore
who profess to be Toga scholars wilh
pelieve it Is original, They say men
whi bave spenl years ol study on the
janguagecannot handle as it is bandled
in that work, It is a greal help to the:
miselon aud o credit to its author.

Trusting that the truth of the ever-
lasting Gospel masy spread rapidly, K
subseribe myself as one who is iaborlng
1o that end, knowing A crown awaltss
all wno are taithfal ib Christ Jesus,

Ko 24U BUEUBUKU.

STAKE CONFERENCES.

MARICOPA,

The quarterly conference of ther
Maricopa Biake was held in Mesa
Bunday und Monday, Dec. 17 anu 18,
1893. No visitors were present; bul
there was an excellenl atlendauce of
Balnte, President Chas. I. Rebipoms
made a few openlng remarks, ex-
pressive of his pleasure In seeing so
mauy present anu cxhoried all to exer-
cige tuith that the true Bpirit may dic-
tate the speakere,

Aside rrom the usual business of suchs
gatherings the principles of uanion,
Word of Wisdom, oruer of the King-
dom of GoJ, the gathering, asd
miracles were treated upon, and the
duties we owe to each other fully
shown, The Wuard anu Stake repolts
were very satisiaclory, showing an in=
creasing Jdesire oo the part of many to
.10 their duty, The necessily of pay-
ing tithing and of malnlaining purity
in all of our amueements and sociak
yvaiherings were dwelt upon.

Qur weather Is deligntful. No ice-
freezibg cold 8o far, Generai health
prevails, snd pesce aud prosperity
Teign. GEo. PagsEy, Clerk.

MALAD.

The quarterly onnference of the
Malad =take of Zion convened im.
Poriage on the 10th and Ilth inet.
There were ptesent on the stund Prest..
0. . Hoekins and counselors, memi=
bers of the High Councll and Bishop-
of the various warsds.

At2 p. m, Elders 8: B. Young and
George F. Gibbs, of Bajl Lake City,
were oo the stand.

The lesching: from the various
speskers was oalculated Lo baild the
HBajnts np in the faith of the Gosprl.
The beauliful sipging ander the leaver-
ship ot Prof. D. P, Junee auded much.
to the pleasure of the Baints,

., 8. HaLy, Acting Clerk,

Bonner’s Ferry, Ldaho, ias been dig=
covered to be within theindian reger=
vation. The postoffice, several stores
and residences will have to he remmoved

outside the Iodian regerve houndarlee..



