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1t 18, then, sincerely t0 be hoped that
the rapproachment may conblnue and
produce practical results. The propo-
sitlon t0 wgree upon a treaty of arbl-
tration by the terms of which the two
countries bind themselves to submit all
poss!ble differences to an international
court might be reconsidered. When that
i3 secured the question of a formal al-
kance might oome up. It i{s tolerably
certsin that even a treaty of arbitra-
tion between the two countries would
be a moral force in the world and a
good introduction to the coming era of
peace.

OF INTERERT TO THIS COUNTRY,

1t is now amserted Iin Berlln that an
understanding, amounting in faet to an
offensive and defensive alllance be-
tween Germany and Turkey. Is tha re-
sult of the pligrimage of Emperor Wil-

liam to the Holy Liand. Germany, it is
sald. undertakes to suport the integrity
of Turkey's possessions rn Asia nnd re-
cefves in return certain commercial and
other' privileges in that part of the
world. This means virtually the su-
préemacy of German Influence In Con-
atantinople, since Emperor Willlam
cannot undertake to guarantee the in-
tegrity of the Turklsh empire except on
the condltion that the sultan submits
his future policy to the direction of the
German government,

The Unlted States has gome interest in
thls matter. Oscar S, Straus, our rep-
resentative 40 Turkey, hag recently
reached Constantinople with important
demands on the government. This
country Insists on the.right of the
United States to appoint consuls at any
of the ports of the empire and on the
removal of the difficulties regarding the
recognition in Turkey of naturallzed
eitizens of the Tnlted States. 1t also
inslats on the payment of an indemnlity
for th® destruction during the Armeni-
an massacres of property belonging to
Amerloan misslonaries. Turkey has re-
fused to pAy on the ground tha® the
propecty was destroyed by Irresponsl-
ble mobs, whlle our government holds
that it was done by governmen: soidiers
whose duty it was to guard and protect
the property. With the new relations
between Germany and Turkey it Is con-
ceivable that the attitude of the sultan
towards this country will dépend on ad-
vice from Berllin,

It is believed that Germany now l|s
very friendly toward the United States
whatever may have been the sentiment
at the beginnlng of the war with Spain,
and if .thls is true, we may hope for a
peacefi] settlement of the Turkish
questlons, notwithstanding the fact that
Minlster Angell, our former representa-
tive at the Otloman capltal, expressed
as his opinion that ne indemnilty can be
collected except by force of arms.

HARBINGERS OF LIFE

wWith the advent of the lce king.
whose breath turns the golden autumn
hues to sllvery frost and bedecks the
hills with snow, one is reminded of the
changes and vicissitudes of life, not
only of men but of nationa. Cariyle has
sald, In effect, that an eternity walts
before blrth and an eternity after birth,
both bearing upon the Interim, the lat-
ter existing In degree of happlness or
régret because of what has been done
or not dene durlng life. 1n the littie
round of the scasons, when desolatlon
and death are seen to be the harbingers
of life, we observe that just as verdant
and balmy as has been the spring, so
usuaily the blogssom and fruitage of
summer and autunin will he; and in dthe
latter tlme the tints and hues on tree
and hilt will be all the more glorlous
because of the richness of the past. So

it s that, in the career of humanity,
when men are blessed with a spring-
time of gladness and youth blossoms
finto a manhood beauteous with the
flowers of virtue and truth, then surely
is the harvest and grandeur of the
autumn of full maturity made all the
richer and more miagnlficent; and when
the blight of the shadow falls and the
sap of life-begins to dry, the blasts of
the land of cold may wither and kill,
but the end is in accord with nature
and a springtime will come.

A gimilar compariscn may also be
made in regard to the birth and life of
pations, Usually from out of 'the throes
of pain and suffering they emerge Into
existence and grow in strength and
majesty according to the soll from
which they sprang and the environment
and influences that surround their in-
cipleney. If the soil were watered with
the tears caused by oppresslon’s hands
and Imbued with the blood of patriots,
and If the struggle resulted, as it did
with us, in the "survival of the flttest”
and the triumph of freedom,if the foun-
datlons were laid upon the rock of
lberty, truth and justice, then that na-
tion must needs have a gladsome
springtime and glve promise of a glorl-
ous summer of existence. 1t Is un-
fortunate, however, that few of the na-
tions of the earth that have reached the
zenith of power and fame have main-
talned thelr glory and grandettr unde-
filed. The zenith has marked the be-
ginning of the end; progression has
ceased and decay begun. Maladminis-
tration of public affairs and corruptlon
in_high places, resulting at times in the
oppression of the people, are usually the
cause and the winter of a natlon's life
sets In. When a government placea
an autocracy of wealth paramount to
the will of the ¢common people from
svhence its chief and only lasting power
is derived, and the ley hand of oppres-
rlon ls thereby placed on the brow of
labor, freezing the life blood of a nation,
then the end of that government is
near. But there is some consolation in
the fact that the inexorable law in the
regulation of men and nature will pre-
vall whereby, after the storms and tem-
pests of winter and maybe the blighting
by death, springtime will come through
the travall of birth, and a new life un-
der better conditlons be commenced for
the progress of humanity and the sal-
vation of the race.

A CASE OF ONRISTIAN SCIENQE.

The death in Great Britain of Harold
Frederic, the journallst, previously no-
ticed In these columns, has aroused a
storm against the adherents of so-

called Christlan Sclence. The coroner's
Jury returned a verdiet of manslaugh-
ter against & member of the house-
hold of the deceased man and also
against the Christlan Seclentlst who
treated him according to the rules of
the sect Instead of glving him medical
ald. These two women will now be
placed on trial on the grave charge
made agalnst them. Without doubt
the cuse will be followed with interest
both in Great Britain and here, owlng
to the prominence of Mr. Frederic as
well as to the great number of bellevers
in the “Science,” of which it 1s supposed
he was a member,

Oplnions may differ as to the right
of the law to dictate to patlents in the
matter of medical treatment, but on the
ﬂol]g of the phitosophy that ecalls itself
Christian Sclence, at least as far as it
endeavora to account for the existence
of physical ailments, there can be no
two optnlons. Here ls a scrap of that
Sclence:

“You say a boil Is painful; but that
is impossible, for matter without mind
i3 not painful, The boil simply mani-
fesis your hellef In pain through In-

flammation and swelllp» and you call
this beltef a boil. Now administer
mentally to your patlent a high atten-
uation of truth om this subject, and it
will soon cure the boil. The fact that

'n ran not exist where there is no
mortal mind to feel It, is a proof that
this so-called mind makes Its own pain
—that 18, its own belief In paln.”

The theory may not be the concern
of the law and the courts, buat If a
theory is carried out in Dractice and It
ig found to involve a danger to the
community, it becomes the proper sub-
ject of legislation and certain restric-
tions will be consldered necessary. Pub-
lic opinion in Great Britain has been
aroused lately against Chrlstian Science
on this ground, and the probabllity is
that there will be much opposition.

DECLINING CHRISTIANITY.

In a Theosophlcat mapgazine pub-

lished In New York some Interesting
statistics are glven, which are made
the fowndatlon for the conclusion that
orthodox Christlanity s on the wane,
and that In 700 vears imore that form
of religiom will belong only to history.
Flgures, of course, can be made to
prove everything, and arguments based
on statlstics, as a general rule, are not
accepted without close scrutimy. Still
the flgures preseoted on thls eubject
are highly interesting. A summary of
the artlele appears in the Idterary Di-
gest of Nov. 5, from which the follow-
fing fs Porrowed:

*The Amerlcan almanac for 1313 es-
timated ¢he population of the worid at
€53,000,000. 'The number of Buddhists
in the worid at that time, according to
Malte-Brun and Graberg, was 150,000.-
000, Brahmanlsts 60,000,000, Mohamme-
dana 110,000,000, Jesws 4,000,000 to 5,000,-
000. Malte-Brun gave the number of
Christiang at this time as 228,000,000.
Graberg, Plnkerton, Hassell, and Balbe
gave the namber from 7,000,000 bo 238,
000,000 higher, The number of heath-
ens, that Is, of those outside the great
religiong, was put down_ by these au-
thoritles at 100,000,000, that out of
the 653,000,000 poplationr of the world
in 1833, 35 per cent were Christians.

"Robert Baird, In the Christlan
Retrospect and Register, published by
Dodd, New York, 1851, put down the
poepulation of the world for 1850 at
1,000,000,000, of which 342,000,000 were
Christians and 663,000,000 non-Chris-
tians, which shows the Christlan popu-
lation to be ratber more than 33 1-3 per
cent, 4 decline of nearly 1 2-3 per cent
slnce 1833.

“In Schaff and Herzog’s Bncyclo-
pedia of Rellglous Knowledge for 1883,
Holtzmann M. Zoepffel gives the fig-
ures for 1882 as! Buddhlsts, 657,900,000;
theathen, 118,200,000; Mohammedans,
195,100,000; Jews, 5,000,000 to 7,000,000;
total, 1,016,900,000 non-Chrlstlans, The
number of Christlans he cstimates at
406,250,000, and the population of the
worid at 1,423,150,000, Thus in 1832, the
number of Christlame in the world had
deellned to 28% per cent of the whole
population.

"Harper's Book of Facts for 189
glves the population of the world for
1890 aa 1,450,000000. Of this number,
400,000,000 were Christians, golng to
show that in elght years the proportion
of the Christlan population had de-
¢lined 1 per cent.”

That is, in the perlod from 1833 to 1890
--a little more than half a century—
ihere was a decline dn the nwmber of
nominal Christians from 36 per cent of
the total population of the world to
271 per cent. And this, It is asserted,
is the best showing possible, notwith-
astanding the milllans spent yearly on
milaslonary efforts et home and abroad.

It iz suggested that a combinatlon of



