
THE
THE DAY OF DOOM

ST LOUIS may 28 two hundred
lives snuffed out in thisthin city and as

muremore ioin eastbast st louis property
destroyed in value running up into
mulli loss Is the record made by the
day of xaymay 1896 this is a conserva-
tive estimate

no possible idea of the number of
people killed in the tornado that swept
this vicinity yesterday afternoon ORDcan
be made at this time south st LOWlouis
Isie littered with the bodies of the deadeadd

st louis is a gigantic cemetery
under thebe debris of the buildings of
that city are scores buried whose
bodies will not be brought to the light
for many days perhaps never it was
the most disastrous storm from every
point of view in the history of the
southwest the storm did little dam
age in the business and northern
portions of the oltycity saveeave along
the river front where the damage
cannot be estimated nor will it overever
be known just how many gave up
their lives in the waters of the
sippi when the tornado came down
andod tore all the bomsboais in the harbor
from their mooringsmooring the channel is
fullfall of wreckage in south st louis
the storm spent its force all the way
from papiapallu street to carondeletCa it put
a stamp on the face of the city that
will not be effaced for years big

trongstrong buildbuildingsloge fell before the windwina
like houseshoues made of cards from
where it entered the city out toin thehe
southwestern eu burba to where itIs left

somewhereome where near the eads ethere
Isfl a wide path orof ruin factory
afteriter factory went down and
piles of brick and timberstimber
mark the places on which they
stood dwellings were picked upaap and
thrown in every direction business
lioumes were flattened there was no
chance for the escape of the occupants
the ruins covered bruised and mangled
bodies that will not be uncovered until
a systematic search is made thou
emdeands of families inn southbout stSL louis
jazore homeless practically and the tem-
porary hospitals shelter scores and
hundreds

early lain the storm the plant of the
xiala clede gas company at fourteenth
andnd poplar streets was destroyed and
a large portion of wethe central portion of
the city was outcut oftoff from its gas supeup
ply this affected the newspapernew paper offices

severelyevere Jy inii the republic office no
yas could be obtained to heat the
metal on the lino ype machines and
the typesetting was done UD mamachimermachchimeslaes
in which the metal was melted by
blow lamps this accounts for the
twisted condition of thotb typograph-
ical department of the republic this
vimorningorning and also for its limited size
the scullin line will be crippled lorfor
wekaweeks because of the blowing down of
the power house on greyer aveavenue
wires are down all over the city
liggette myers big factory in comacorner1

ton heights tois in ruins and many
were killed aniland injuredinjureil in the wreck
elevators were brownblown down boatsboate
were sunk and churches and school
housesbouses were demolished

alterafter the windwild audand rain hadbac done its
work fire added to the destruction
RetzePdsd mill was thebe first to become
ignited and it was totally destroyed at
a loss of 3harris barrettbarret factory nearly fifty

loaded carscare in the terterminalrainal yards
lyncialanobleba boarding house herds feed
torestore leesleea blacksmith shop and other

smaller places were burned the de-
structionst of the water works early in
thebe storm cutcat off the water supply and

chief purdy and hishie men fought the
fire with a bucket brigade as best they
could the whole central portion of
the city was threatenedoed by the burning
mill but all hands worked with such
a will that its further spread was pre-
vented the fire caused consterna-
tion

when the first evidence of the ap-
proachingproaching storm began to appear
every engineer on the river got up full
steamabam in order to be able to combat the
elements had it been anything but
a tornado itisit is probable this would have
aided the crews of the steamers in sav-
ing their craft but the onslaught
was soao violent that the crews found
their efforts only sufficient to aid them
slightly in directing the course of their
boats the steamer pittsburg of the
diamond joe liro the steamer city of
vicksburgViokaburg and the providence of the
columbian exposition company the
captain monroe of the anchor line
aandnd many of the smaller craft were
pitched and tossed about until the finalfinai
blast rent them from their anchorage
the storm diagonally across the
friverivor and struck thebe illinois bonkbockwithwith
increased fury the losslose of life in the
water on the east side seems to be
light as evaryeverybodybody was cautioned
not to jump and everybody was
carried safely to land the city
of vicksburg tois almost a total
wreck the city of providence
was blown up on the illinois tankbank
her rudder cabin and smoke
stack are gone the st louis
and st paul packet companievj
steamer Bt paul had started for keo-
kuk when the tornado struck the
city she has not been heard from
since she had a full cabin list the
belle of calhouncalboutCalbo and the illarie
condor which were moored near
choteau avenue were almost totally
broken up the ellen G smith the
harbor boat was blown away down
the river and was wrecked oearnear
arsenal island it is thought no lives
were lost on this boat the steamer
edbd harvester of the missouri valley
transportation company was also torn
from its dorkdock and carried down the
river many heroic setsacts were per-
formed in the saying of lives as a re-
sult of the storm when thebe city of
monroe had listed away from the
anchor line wharf there were about
forty passengers on board and a buil
crew as the boat was just making
ready for the trip to now orleans
when the moorings finally gave way
the boat lurched over on its starboardara
side and nearly capsized the move-
ment threw nearly all the to
the starboard side and served to holdbold
the boat in its perilous position
captain biegler made a reareassuring
speech to the passengers which
slightly quieted the extreme excite-
mentme nt he said they were all safe
when the boat struck the illillinoisIDOs
bank the captain waswaa not to be found
A tug had a marvelous escape iromfrom
drowning when the boat wadwaa blown
from its mooringsmooring at the footfool of
washington avenue on board were
three men and two women the latter
jennie miller cook and emma

nolan chambermaid when the
storm broke the men were on dockdeck and
the women below toethe mate saw that
the storm was to be a barubard one and be-
gan bo ring the alarm bell then the
steamerlearner dragon which left itsito moor-

ings was blown out into theme stream
at the same moment the dolphinadolphin a
ropes parted and the tug began to shiphip
wawaterter the wind blowblew her against the
bridge while this was going on the
women ananilI1 the men onen the boat
climbed to the upper docksdecks when
the boat struck the bridge thosehose on
board had to dodge to escape the iron
work of the structure the meatsmate sawmaw
there was no hope itif they stayed on
board jennie miller was the first to
climb on the iron work she was as-
sisted by two of the men while the
mate stayed on deck to help emma
nolan As she swung herself to the
beams the boat drifted away and sunksank
before the eyes of the horii fled crew
slowly with the wind blowing with a
force that caused the big structure to
rockrack like a cradle the three brave men
assisted the women on the laborious
climb to the roadway several times
they were nearly blown off they
finally reached the railroad track on
the bridge where they lay down until
the full force pt the storm was passed
they then crawled to the washington
avenue tationstation

the st louis refrigerator and
wooden gutter companascomp anys entire plant
on main and park street was destroyed
the plant consisted of a four story
factory a four story warewarehouseswarehousehouses fta
bicycle factory and several smaller
buildings when the cyclone struckstra Wk
the plant there were at work between

and men and women the top
stories of the warehouses and factory
were blown off fortunately there
were only a8 few people on the top
floor and all but two are thought to
have escaped with slight injuriesjuriesio one
of the employeeemp loyes was seen shortly after
the crash and he was positive that at
least two of hisbin followfellow workmen had
been buried in the ruin fireeire broke
out in the warehouse just after the top
floor was destroyed the panic stricken
employeeemp loyes rushed pollpell mell from the
buildings leaving many didisabledtabled be-
hind them

to add to the horror hundreds of
olenes os08 heavy lumber from adjoining
lumber yards came flying through the
air and forced many back into the
blazing buildings alarms were sent in
from all thehe fire alarm boxes in the
neighborhoodsneighborhood butbat the wires were al-
ready useless chief swingley hap-
pened to be crossing the fourteenthFourteentb
street bridge at the time and saw the
blazeblase he drove to the nearest engine
housebouse and piloted the apparatus to the
fire by the time the engine arrived
the warehouse was a matemacs of flamesagmes
and the fire bad already spread totd the
factory across the alley the ground
for blocks around was covered with
lumlumberberandand brickbrickandand the tirefire plugs
near the business buildings were under
masses of debris

it was same time before water couldgouid
be secured and much difficulty was
experienced ioin dragging thebe hoseboas to
the building the chief hurried off
after more apparatus and sucsucceededceded in
getting several companies to the fire
it waswag seen that wethe entire plant was
doomed so the main efforts of the de-
partmentpart ment were directed toward prepr


