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THE DAY OF DOOM!

Br. Lovis, May 28.—Two hnodred
Jives soufted out in this clity snd as
many mure ih East Bt, Louis, property
destroyed Il value ranniog up toto
mlilliops, 1s the record made by the 27th
day of May, 1886, This i& a conserva-
tive estimate.

No possible ldea of tbe number of
people killed In the tornado that swept
thia viclnity yesterday afternocon cao
be made at thls time, South #t, Louis
ie littered with tbe Lodies of the dead.
Xast Bt. Louls is a gigantlc cemetery.
Under the debris of the buildings of
that city are scores burjed, whose
bodies will not be broughbt to the light
for many days, perbaps never. It was
the most dirsstroue storm from every
point of view in the-nblstory of the
Southwest. The sturm «id Httle dam-
age In lbe business and northern
portlons  of the city, save along
the river fronl, where tbe damage
oanbot be eslimated; nor will It ever
be Ronown Just huw many gave up
thelr lives iu the watera of the Missls-
pippt when the tornado ¢sme down
mnd ture all the boals.in the harvor
from their mooringe. Thbe chapne)] e
full of wieckage. In Bouth Bt. Liouls
the storm spent itz force. All the way
from Papia sireet to Oarondelet it put
A stamp on the face of the clty that
will not be eflaced for years. Big,
stropg bulldings fell before the winag
like houres made of cardse. From
where It entered Lhe cily, out ip the
poutbwestern robarbe, to where it leff,
gomewhere near the }!'.‘mds bridge,there
ig s wide path ol Factory
nlter faclory went down snd
pllee  of brick aud  timbers
mark the plages on which tbey
stood. Dwellings were picked up and
thrown 3o every direction. Businesa
housee were flattened, There was oo
obandce for the escape of the ocoupants.
‘The rulne covered bruised and mangled
boules that will not be uncovered uncil
a eyslematic eearch is made. Thou.
wands of famlilles tn South Bt. Lounls
are homeless, pructically, and the tem-
porary hoepitale shelter ecores and
hundreds.

Early in the atorm tbe plant of the
Li» Clede Gas company, at Fourteentb
and Poplsr streete, was destroyed snd
s |arge portion of the central portlon ot
the cily wae out ofl from ite gas sup-
ply. Thie aflected the new paper offl ces
peverely. 1n the Republic office no
gas could be obtalned to heat Lhe
me¢lalon the lino ype meacbines and
the lypesctting was done un machines
in which Lhe metal woe melied by
blow lsmps. This accounts for the
twisted condition of the typograph-
ical depariment of the Republic this
moroing anod etso for lis limited size,
The Bcullin llne will be cenppled for
weoks because of the blowing down of
the power house on QGreyer avenue.
Wirean are down all over the city.
Liggett & Myers big factory in Com -
ton Heighte Is in ruins and maoy
were killed and injured 1o the wreck.
Elevators were blown Jdowp, bLoals
wele tunk snd churcbes and ‘school
houses were demolished,

Alter the wicd aud rain hsg done its
work, flre added to the destruction,
Retzel’s miil was tbe first Lo become
ignited and it wus toially destroyed al
a Joas of $150,000, -

Harrls Barrett factory, nearly fifly

ruin.

loaded cars in the terminal yards,
Lynch’s boarding howse, Herd'e feed
store, Liee’s blackemith shop and olber
emaltler places were btirpned, The de-
struction of the water works early in
the storm cut off the waler supply and
Chiet Purdy and his men fought the
fire with a bucket brigade as best they
could. The whole ¢central portion af
the city was threatened by the burning
mill, but al) bsnds worked with such
a will tbat ils farther spread was pre-
vented. Tbe flre caused consterna-
tion,

When the firat evidence of the ap-
proaching storm began to appesr,
every engineer on tbe river got up ful)
eteam in urder to be able to combat the
elemente, Had it been anytbing but
8 tornado itis probable this would have
aided the orews of the steamers In sav-
ing tbeir cralt. Bul the onsianght
wag B0 violent tbal tbe crewe founu
thelr efforts only sufficlent to aid them
elightly in directlng the course of thelr
boats. The steamer Pittsburg, of the
Diamond Joe liLe, the steamer Qity of
Vicksburg and the Providence of the
Columpian Exposition company; tbe
Captain Monroe, of the Ancbor jine,
and many of the smaller craft were
pitcbed and tossed aboat untll tbe Anal
bluat rent them from thefr anchorage.
The slorm swelt diagonally across the
river and streck the Eilinois benk,witb
increased fury. Tbe loss of life 10 the
waler oo the east side seems to be

fight, as evarybody was cautloned
not to jump and everybody was
carried safely to land. 'Tbe City
of Vicksburg ls almost & total
wreck. The City of Providence
was blown up on the Illinois bank,
Her rudder, cabin and smoke
stack are gone, The Bt. Louis
and Bt. Paol packel: compabie’s

steamerjBt, Paul had started for Keo.
kuk when tbe tornado strock the
oity. Bbe hae not beeu heard from
since. Bbe had a full cabin list. The
Belle of Ualboun, and the Libbie
Condor which were moored npear
Choteasu avenue, were aimosat totaily
broken up. The Ellen Q. 8mitb, the
harvbor boat, was blown awsy down
the river and was wrecked near
Aresenal [aland, It js thought no lives
were loat on this boat. The steamer
Ed. Harvester, of the Missouri Valley
Transportation company was mlso Lorn
from ite dork and carrled down the
river. Maoy heroic acts were per-
lormed in the aaving of lives &8s a re-
sult of the storm. When the Clty ot
Menree bhad listed away from the
anchor- line wharf there were aboul
forty passengers on board and a fuil
crew, as the boat was just making
ready for the trip to New Orleans.
When the moorings finelly gave way
toe boat lurched over on its starboura
slde and nearly capsized. The move.-
meot threw nearly all tbe frelvbt to
the siarboard side and earved (o hold
the boat in Its perllous position.
Captein Viegler made u reassuring
speech Lo the passengers, which
slizhtly quieted the extreme eXcCliws
ment. He sald they were all sufe.
When the bgat struck the Iilinois
benk the captain wuas nnt to be found.
A lug bad & ruarvelous escape [rom
drowning wben the boat wus blown
from e moorings ot the foot of
Wasbingloo avenue. On board were
three meu and two women, the latter

Jennie Miller, cook, and Xmma

Nolan, cbembermald, When the
torm broke the men were on deck and
the women below. The mate anw that
tbe storm wae to be & bard one and be-
gan to ring tbealarm bell. Then the
steamer Dragon, which left its moor-
ings, was blown out into the stresm.
Al the same moment the Dolpbin’s
ropes parted and the tug began to sbip
waler, The wind blew ber against the
bridge. While this was golnog on the
wumen snd tbe men on the boal
climbed to the upper decks. Wben
the boat struck tbe bridge those on
board had to dodge to escape the tron
work of the structure, Tbe miale saw
there was no hope If they stayed on
bosri. Jennle Miller wae the firet to
cilmb on the iron work, Bhe was as-
glsted by two of the men while the
mate stayed on deok to belp Emma
Nolan. Assbe swang herself to the
beams the beat ‘drifted away and sank
before the eyea of the bhoriifled crew.
Slowly with tbe wind blowlng wlith a
force that caosed the blg structure to
rock like a cradle, tbe three brave men
assisted the women on the laborious
c¢limb to the roadway. Beverai times
they were nearly blown ofl. They
finally reacbed the raliroad track on
tbe bridge where they lay dowa untll
tbe fuil force pf the ¢lorm was passed.
They then crawled to the Washington
avenue station,

The - Bt. Louls Refrigerator and
Wooden Gutier company?’s entire plant
on Main and Parkstrees was destroyed.
The plant conetsted of a fonr-story
lactory, & four-siory were-house, na
bicycle f(aotory and several smaller
buildings. When the cyclone etruck
the plant Lhere were at work betwedn
400 and 500 men snd women. The top
stories of the warebouses snd factory
were blown off. Fortunately there
were only & few people on Lbe top
floor and all but two are thought t{o
bave escaped with alight iojuries. One
of the employes was seen ahortly after
tbe crash, and he waa positive that at
least two of his fellow workmen had
been buried in the rutns. Fire broke
out b the warebouse juat after the top
filoor waa destroyed. Tho panlc-stricken
employes rasbed pell mell from the
bulldings, leaving many dirabled be-
hind them.

To ndd to tbe bhorfor, hundreds of
vleces o8 heavy lomber from adjoining
lumber yards came flying through the
alr and forced many back into tbe
blazing buildings. Alarms were eent in
from all the fire alarm boxes in the
aelghborbuod, bat the wirea were al-
ready useless. Obief Bwingley bup-
pened tu be cromsing the Fourteenth
street bridge at the time and eaw the
biaze, He drove lo tbhe nearest englne
house And pllated the npparatus Lo the
fire. By tbe time the engiue arrived
the warebouse was a maes of flames
sod tbe fire bad already spread to the
factory acroes the alley. The ground
for blocke around waa covered with
Jumber aod brick, sod the fire plugs
nesl the business buildings were under
masees of debris,

It wae aame time before water conld
te segured and much difficulty waa
experienced In dragging tbe hose to
tbe bulldaing. The cbiel hurried off
atter more apparatus aoad succeded in
getling reveral companles Lo the fire.
It was reen that the entire plant waa
doowmed so the mpin efforts of the de-

partment were directed toward pre-



