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PROPOSED REFORM IN THE ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH.

THE Roman Catholic church ia the
United States is just entering ou a
crisia In its histery that will have
material effect on its future. It is well
Enown to observers who follow closely
the developements taking place in that
religion, that the nations from conti-
nental Europe are of lute years direet-
ing its poliey and regulating its disei-
pline. Foremost amnng these nations
are the German speaking peoples,
France, Bpain, Portugal and what used
to be known as the real hidebound
Roman countries are not taking any
interest in the new departure. Ger-
many, Austria, Bwitzerland and
Belgium are now the trusted guards of
the Roman religion. News reaches
here that at the instigation of these
-countries ‘“national bishops’’ must be
appointed for the church in the United
Btates by the Pope. By this term
“national bishops’ is8 meant a
European envoy who would direct nnd
control the peclicy and  Hiseipline of

the church here, and shape it
to sult European affairs. During
the past few years there Iz a

tendency among GQerman speaking
races to maintain thelr language asthe
national tongue of the Upited States.
The Roman churech encourages and
sustatns the plan. This element would
recognize the ‘““national bishops,” but
the English apeaking races will not.
Gilmanny of the New York Catholic

News says:

*"Wecan look on this movement abroad
as one {fraught with great danger to the
church of the United States. These selt-
conslituted committees will seek the sup-
port of the ambassadors of their respec-
tive countries in Rome and of the car-
dinale representing other nationalities.
Qur liberties in this country bang by a
frail thread on a iew words in the hyrst
amendment of the Constitution. Onece
get up acry of foreign interference in
our affaira and a new amendment would
easlly pass, by which Catholieity in the
United Stwtes would be fettered and
trammeled in a thousand ways. There
are leading men ready and anxious to or-
ganize n movement agiinst us, and a sin-

le atop at Rome will bring an avalanche
Eown upon the chureh.’

— ——

The Vendome Column,
overthrown May 16, 1871.

Paris was

-
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AS TO THE ITALIAN INCIDENT.

THE New York Mail and Express,
commenting on the report o the New
Orleans grand jury on the 14th of
March massacre, is not very compli-
mentary to ithe citizens of Louisiana.
It attributes the wide divergency of
newspaper opinion on this sublect to
ignorance of New Orleans local his-
tory. It says that Americans should
thoroughly understand the causes and
gignificance of this outburst of popular
wrath, and why it could only have
come in New Orleans.

The Mau and Express further says:

"'The bistory of the Mnafia in Sieily does
not disclose a more ghastly record of as-
sassinations and murders, than were ex-
posed by the Congressional investign-
tions of the horrors of the Ku-Klux
Klan’s deods of violence, in order ‘to keep
the nigger voters under.!? Why shouid
not the Mafians have been atlracted to a
State where violence ruled and the hon-
est, law-abiding negroes had to skulk or
seek safety in flight?'’

It goes on to say that the numher of
political murders in New Orleans since
the close of the war is greater than the
number of Union soldiers kilied in
more than one great battle. But it is
emphatic in ita denuncliations of the
Mafia, and though censuring the peo-
pleof New Orleans, yet it is far from
espousiug the side of Italy. The Mail
and Express is always at its beat when
finding fault with something or some-
body.

Owing to the Hifeeling aroused in
Italy agalpnst Americans by the New
Orleans tragedy, William Jaegues of
Magsachusetts and his daughter, while
driving in Ferenze, were stoned. The
ease was Investigated by Minister
Porter and the attention of Premier
Rudini ealled to it. Very little has
been said on this side about the in-
dignity to Mr. Jacques and his
daughter, but it will doubtless lead to
further official correspondence,

This latter incident may not be
without value if it will have the effect
of calling the attention of American
sightseera to the grandeur and match-
less scenery of their owmn country.
What peed to go to Lialy for sight.
seeing, when at home we have
mountains, lakes and rivers unequaled
in the whole worldl Have we not
clearer skies and blander climates,
more variety of fruit, lower and foliage
than any to be found in Italy? Then
why not turn the tide of travel from

New York to the Pacific, thence to]

Alaska or to the regions of Southern
California! Thereare neltner brigands
not mafia, neither the insults of an
ignorant populace nor the wailingsof a
repulsive lazzaroni.

——

The first English invaders landed in
Ireland May 16, 1167.

WILL IT BE ANOTHER “ALABAMA"
CONTROVERSY?

AT oNE time Mr. Blaine was eulo-
glzed because of his spirited foreign
policy. It looks at present as if he
would have a good opportunity of
showing what he can do in this line
before very long. The Behring Sea
negotiations are still in progress, but
very far from being settled. The
Italian embroglio is just as complicated
a8 it was several weeks ago. And now
France comes to the front and desires
an explanation from Mr. Blaine relat-
ing to the 8t. Nicholas Mole at Hayti,
It is said that attempis were made to
coerce Hayti lo grant this Mole to the
United States for a coallng stdtion.
France asks Mr. Blaine to explain his
grounds for this cvercion.

In addition to the European troubles,
M. Blaine has an American one now
on his hands. It appears that the firm
of W. R. Grace & Co., who have large
interests in Chili, have been supplying
the Chilian rebels with arms and mu.
nilions of war. This accounts for the
trouble on the Pacific coast a few days
ago, when a Chilian transport was
seized at Ban Diego by a U. 8. marshal,
This transpert, the Fobert and Minnie,
supplied a rebel man-of-war with
arms, obtained from United Btates
merchants.

The rebel man-of-war Eéata, which
had made good her escape, must be
captured. Boeays the United Btates
Navy Department. The Ballimore,
the Pensacola and the San Francisco
are under orders to search for the run.
away. The old flagship Omaha is
now in S8an Diego, and is also under
orders to participate in the hunt. The
Etata has a start of 500 miles, but it
appears from the dispaiches that she ia
to he persued and captured even in
Chilian waters. This will bring the
United States directly in contliet with
the Chilian insurgents, hut It will
prove that there was no connivance on
the part of our government to violate
neutrality laws.

THE NEBRASKA CONTEST.

AN interesting instance of how the
omissions of the fathers may be visited
upon the children is found inthe recent
ouster proceedings Iln Nebraska, by
which Mr. Boyd, the Democratic can-
didate for governor, though elected by
a good safe majority, is declared in-
eligible and his predecessor, the Re-
publican Governor Thayer, Is required
to hold over in the office until a legal
successoT ehall be elected and qualified.
The case 18 a Yery peculiar one, viewed
even in the light of A merican political
curiosities, which in variety and in
striking features ought to furnigh sat.




