296

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

f

of Priociples., This wes what leo
hins to place them in a falee light be-
tore the publio, and tboe bring lhem
ioto disrepnte and canee dleaffeclion
roy divisisn among the Lalter-day
Bajints,

The ppirit be bas DOW manifealed,
and bis expreesion of wlllingoess to do
all in his power lo Inake Fight eoch
wrobge as have heen hrought aboul,
tbough nointentlonally, by bis couree
and wrilinge, commends itsel! to olr
coneideratiur, Weare glau that light
tise come to bhim and tbst be cen eee
be wea in ertot, wheo he eel Op hie
individnal jougment against thai of
all the leadivg wsuthorities of Lhe
Cbarob,

It wae a monstrons ootion Lbat all
tbeee leading brethren were goilty of
“double dealing and punioc faith.”? It
was one tbat thould make any mau
pause ana r«flect and aek bhimeel! I he
bimeel! wae vol in Lhe wrong and bad
mirjudged bis bretbren.

We are thankful that this investigs.
tiou hae been ponducied in Eindoese
mnd palie; ce sund deliberalion, snd
with a deslre Lo bring iortb tbe irath,
Brolher Thbalcher bad the right to
place Lis care, as he viewed It, hefore
hie bretbhreo with as moock detall se be
desired, Having dune wo he bss tab-
mitted it o Waie Ccunocil in s spirit of
homility, » biob Is very grallfying to
ug, spa we helleve pieasing lo lbe
Liora.

It waenteo very gratifying to henr
Brotber Tbelocber acknowledge tue
Aposlles s8 the moutbpleces 0f Llpe
Lord, clotbed with authority s
Propheir, Beers and Revelslors, ana
sornowledyge Lhat Lhey were seekiog
hie salvalion while probing bile all.
ment to ibe very hotiom, Buoocb
spknow ladgements are indioatlve that
Brolber Tbatcher is ready to ocomply
wilh cur declsion, wbich is se follow::

LECJISION.

We therefore deolde thal the charges
mgeluet Broltbher Mores Thalcher have
been susialped, and tbat in oruer to re.
tain bis stanulug and fellowebip in the
Church of Jesns Obrist of Lialtet-day
Baints be publish u eistemeunt to the
eatiefapljon aou approvsl of the Prest.
dency of 1bir Btuke of Zion, fully cov-
erir g the followiug polute, v.z:

That in taking the poeitivi. lbal Lhe
authorities nl the Churob, by jasulpg
the Declaration of Principles, on April
8ib, 1896, acted in violation of pledges
previolgely given, aod counlrary 1o whal
tbey bad published In lbhe LESERET
NEwS and gives Lo the Balt Luke
‘Times, be was in error and iu the gurk.

Thut he now sees thers le no cot flign
between that Deolaralion and iuelr
former niterances in reference to polii.
ical aflairs,

That he was mistaken jo conveylng
the idea that the Church autboritles
desited and intended to unite Charch
snd Btale, or to exerclse Ungue juflu-
snce io political affaire.

Thnl wherern the publlc bave been
led to belleve ihrougb his ulieranoes
tbat the leadera of the Chorob were
forging cbains lo bind tbe membere ot
the Chareb, an lmpression wuas ofeated
whioh be did not intend nny Uoits uot
wish Lo prevail,

Tbat wherein be hss plaged tbhe au’
tborities of tbe Cburch In a ralie posi-
tion, bowever uniontentionslly, he hap
done Lhem sn 11 justice and is ready to
make tuch amengs as Jie tn bla power,

Tbet be acknowledges the Firet
Premidency ana Coancil of the A poslies
ae Gtou’s vervants, as Propbete, Beere
and Revelsators, and Lheir aulb.rity
as sopreme in the Charch.

That when ons man s oul of hur.
mony #1tb tlbemw Jn lhe eumnciation
of a rule for the suldance of the
Church, be muet robmit to the ruie
ot be regarded a8 not fo full teliow.
ship.

Thal no member of the Church bae
the right to oppore and bring iole
contempl apy rfule of the Church
whbich baes been Jjormulaled by propers
sltbority, es, eclaliy wben il bas beer
adopley by the Church as a bouy,

That be was D errof 1nsialing in
bis publiehed let er 1o President
Liorenzo 8now:

Durlng ail these weary monlba, wbile
friends and physicisns believed I waa
on tbe verge of the grave, I was admin-
istered to only once by members of our
quorum,although day after day engage-
ments made for that purpose were for
reasons unknown to me not kepl.

Llu thie conneotion De May slate thal
one Encn epgagemeol wue nol Kept,
Dut that thjs wasa not an futenllobnsi
nrescn of promise,

That lu speeches and published lel-
lera be has used expressions which
bay been beller Vusaid, ans thal be
regrels thejr utterance.

That be Enowe o1 no bigber alle-
glance or more solemmn aud bioding
obligations than thoss of a religlooe
chDalacter,hetween & man and bis Gou.

That lo sjeakir g uf *“cbains,? *fo -
presslon,’? ‘‘portajlcoent of hberty "
*malice,’® *‘anger,” Sapite,” anu
"‘revenge,’? be did nut Inlenu to reflect
opoo Lbe aulborities u! the Chuioh iu
sDy Wuy, aud ie grirved that hie Jan-
guage haes hesn su COnsliLeq.

Tonal in fsillng to uttend the
meeti.g of Lthe Twelve A po-
tiss o©On November 12th, anu

agein on Nouvember 18ib, ne mage a
gfave mistske, which be now regrets,
tbougb be uid bpoleee il 1ben In tbhat
llgnt,

Thut be bellevee Lie brethren of Lhe
Apisties have hecn acloaled by &
vesire for bis salvalion, and Dot bis
deeltuttiou, and that though their
rebukes bave heen eharp, they wefe
lutewved lo oring bim to a sense oI
bie trae pt sltion,

‘I'nat whereln bhe bas wronged any
ol bis bretbren by word, dJeed or
improper unverstapuing ni thelr apirit
aud iDieDt, ke uww Bsks Lhejr furghve-
LEBP,

Tuat be baps ubtaiced ltght wherein
be was io Lhe Uark, anu c:u eustain In
bia fuiih aud teslings tue autboritiee
uf the Chureb, ite dootrines, tules aud
regulati: na, und deslres Lbe fellowship
of the Qburch, and bumbly asks for-
giveness for all bis fayite,

ANGUS M, CANNON,

JOBEPH E, TAYLOR,

CHARLES W, PENROSE.
BROTHER THATCHER'S ENDOBSEMENT.

Without quuiification ©or mental
rescrvalion L apcept Llble geplsicn in
tail. MosES 1 HATOHER

HIS LETTER,
BaLT LAKE City, Utab,
Avugust 18:n, 1897,
Precidents Angus M, Cspvon, Jusepb
E. Tuylor, aud Cbarles W, Pen-
rote:

Dear Brelhren—I bave before me

your dJecislon, as appr.ved by Lthe

—

High Council of tbe 8Balt Luke Slage
of Zion, epeci!¥Ing (be conuitjons by
which [ may retain my standing ang
tellowsnip Jo the Chuarco,

Iu conneotion therewiln it js, I pe.
ileve, well onders.od that all wryp-
mente, deuncti rr und  conclusiops
naeed Upon €rroDeOUs premlses pars
tauke of ibe natbfe of the premijees
the meel ves,

My osse haa proveo no exceptiop to
tbis general rule. When iL came pp.
fore the (ouncii for a haarlng, I in-
formea you ibst I was seeking light
and belleved tbal the Lorg would
manifest il tn be findings of thay
tribuoal baviog well defiped pPOw ers
anJy ¢ mpetent jurladiction,

Sc when It yelermined and defingge.
iy decided tbal there sxlaled ng gjep-
greement or confliot 88 belween 1he
furmcl suthoritellve publio anpoy ppe-
ments respecling the 1adividua) jjp.
eriy snd pereossl politicel (reedom of
tne memhers of the Onurch any the
anuuuucements O:ntained in pe
“*Declarslion of Principles’ on the
ssme subjeol (exoept as deflued §pn tpe
Istter usocumeut whereln ceriain prom-
inent Chureb (flivials are required 1o
irek couugel helore sooepting  polligal
office or euntering iulo olber eugage-
ments tbat would Interfere wiph blf.
gations alreauy maue) there appunred to
wy mioy thelighl earnesuy prayed for
sud under Ibe guidauce of whigh |
vcan accepl the “Deplatation of Pripe
ciples?? witbout s ultifying myse)r, Ip
accepling it as Jefin: & by the Cunpoll
I npveu violute none of Lhe ehgsgg:
meois berelofore entsred fntg ypuaer
the requirements of parly pledges res
spectiug the political Inuepeudence of
the citizen Who remmains unirammejed
a8 contemplaled in the guaraptees of
the Btate Constiintion. 1

Having repeateuly sffirmed willing-
nexs 1o make ameuvus Where [ have
wronged my brethren in pobilg ubler-
ances of otherwise, wbile under mis-
spprebensions as v Lbe tfue sliuation;
anU k8 Yo buVe f0lormed me thal 1
may Jo ibia by accepllng y.ur de-
cletop, and as thal Oouree would pre-
veul arguments and disputes as Lo
whether or not | bad complied in fall
with all requirementy, I make the de=
cision, just a8 you rendered ii, a purt of
tbie communie tivn, aoeent it by at-
tsp.ineg my signature, affix i{ bereto
20 suthorize you Lo make 1t public in
any mannel yol may deem foper.

Here attacu the decision.

Very Respectiully,
Your Brotber in the Gspel,
McBES THATCHER.
[The decisioh appesars above.]
THE ACCEPTANQE,
8aLT LAKE C17Y¥, UTaR,
Augues 14, 1897,

We bereby avcepl the foregolng let-
ter from Mosee Thalcber mud nis ece
d rsement of the veolelon of the High
Covucil on bis case gIven Auyust 18th,
1897, ns = eadsfacluly compliance
witu that decigiupn, 8nd rejolce in the
light ahd spiril 04 tubmission wbtah
buve come to Brother Moses Tuatubur
sund bis rendiness Lo yleld w lbe And-
fuge of the Couueil sny the anthority
of the preelding officers of the Churen
vl Onrist,

AN3UB M, Cannon,
JosxPH E, TAYLUR,
CHARLES W, PENRUSE,

Presidency oI tue 8slt Lagke Siake

of Zion.



