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are doing the work that God has called
us to do through His servants.

The people of Wales, as many of your
readers know, have experienced hard
times this summer, by belng on strike
for over filve months, but nearly all
have commenced work agaln and there
is prospect of brighter times, We are
your brethren,

THOMAS W. JONES,
Arizona,

EDWARD THOMAS,
Kamas, Utah.

Fhe Christtunin Conference.

Christlana, Sept. 25, 1898,

Once more I take the liberty of writ-
Ing a few llnes to the ‘““News.’ and
give a shori report of the Christiana
conference.

Many changés nave taken place since
one year ago, and the Gospel has had
great progress in thls land. i

O June 16, 1898, Elder C. W. Peter-
sen, prexjdgnt of the Christiana con-
ference, and myself, started on a jour- |
ney together arcound the entire coast of
Norway, to visit the different branches
in this conference. Perhaps a brief out-
line of our trip would be interesting to
your readers. Elder Peterson jolned me
at Stravanger, wher I had been laboring
and was awalting his coming. Stavan-
ger is the fourth eclty In size in the
country, having a population of about
30,000. Its chief indusiry is the pre-
serving and canning of fish, It has three
iarge rope factories. A few heours on
the steamer from there and we were
in Bergen, the second city In size in
Norway. The greater part of the city
Is buidt on a peninsula at the foot of a
high butt, while the remaining part lles
farther inland and curves partly around
the bay.

From this butte, ~alled Fioien, can be
seen the entlre city and surroundings,
which makes a very pretty view. The
air everywher was alive with oder of
beautiful flowers. .

Arter a few days stay In this elty
we resumed our Journey northward, and
alter ninety-six hours' steady salllng we
reached Tromso on the 26th of June, the
most northerly branch of the Church of
Jesus Christ of L.atter-day Salnts in all
the world. At 11 o’clock p.m. on the 24th
of June, we crossed the Arctlc circle, the
imaginary line that bounds the tem-
perate and frigid zones, and we sailed
for the first time in Arctlc waters. It
was cloudy that evening, so we did not
see what was our greatest anticipation.
At Tromse we wer welcomed hy Elders
Z. W, Israelsen from Hyrum, Utah, and
Hyrum Nelsen, from Preston, Idaho,
who were laboring in that branch. They
had awalted us and were glad to see
us; we were 2lso glad to see them, On
the night of the 25th of June we saw for
the flrst tlme what seems to be a world
repowhed curiosity, the "midnight sun.*”

At exactly 12 o’clock midnight we sat‘
down upon a rock and wrote In our
diaries, as we 3aw and beheld the glow-
ing rays of that far-off shinlng body.;
Nearly everybody was asleep and the)
city was still and sllent as night.

Four nights In succession did we see
the samc scene. It seemed strange,
very strange, to be In a country where
there was no darkness—no night: where
the sun from day to day keeps clrellng
around the heavens. The meountaln at
the slde of the clity was covered wlth
snow,,while the lower surroundings were
beautiful and green, The l.aps and their
reindeer were also quite a curioslly.

They are very smali, slimitar In their
customs and habits to our American In-
dians.

They dress in furs ond skins, live In
wig-wams and =small tents, and cook
thelr food on a smal campfire. To our
great surprise a great many of them
gpeak the Engllsh language. We left
Tromso June 29 and started our jour-
ney southward. We reached Trondhjem,
Norway's most hilstorleal city, on Frl-
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day, the first of July, Where we were
greeted at the docks and welcomed to
that elty by Elders Jens Larsen, {rom
ldaho, John Anderson. from Ogden, and '
Arent Johnsen, from Logan, Utah. We
remalned with them a week and visited
all the different places of Interest, such
as the Trondhjems Dom-Kirke (or ca-|
thedral), which was bullt by the Cath- |
olles 1100 A. D., and the Monk-holmen. |
an old fertress and prlson where cap-
tured kings and men of high rank have
spent their lives in a dark eell. The clty
of Trondhjem ranks third In size. hav-
ing a populatlon of 40,000 inhabitants
Most of lis streets are wide and run
parallel with eaeh other, which remind-
ed us of home—of Utah.

On July 9th., after eighteen hours’ of
salling, we found ourselves In Aalesund,
where we remained a few days with
the Elders and Salnts, arter which we
again resumed our journey, and en July
13th we reached Bergen for the second
1ime. We visited the great fair that was
represented by eight natlens, viz: Nor-
way, Sweden. Denmark. Germany,
France, 1taly, England, Mexico and the
United States. The Bergen “fish
market” s also qulte a remarkable
place, where the people are gathered
bythe theusands, buying and selllng
fish. In each of the above named
branches, we held one or more meet-
Ings with the Elders, vigited the Saints
at their homes, and attended to other
rellglous dutles, not forgetting the ob-
ject of our trlp. The Elders and Salnts
manifested a good spirit wherever we
came, and rejoiced in the Geospe! they
had embraced.

Our trip was al!so extended out
through Hardanger Fjord (meaning
bay) where there is as beautiful scen-
ary as ean be found in the world. Here
Kalser Wilheim of Germany makes his
annual trip, as well as hundreds of
tourisats from all parts of the world.

From there we again continued south-
ward, and a couple of weeks afterward
brought our trip to an end. The Nor-
weglans are & very proud, patrietic and
talented people, and not in the least
de they stand behlind the rest of the
world. They are very considerate Lo
strangers, and a more kind and polite
peeple are not t0 be found anywhere.

In etlquette (on the street, in the par-
lor or elsewhere) they set an example
for others worth following, especlally
the English-speaking classes. We often
hear the expression “0ld Norway, poor
old Norway and her lgnorance' etc.
She is léoked upen as but a half clvil-
ized nation, but let me tel! my goed
readers It I8 not true. She stands to
the front in both ecivilization and edu-
cation, and we have many things to
learn from “poor old Norway.,"”

There i3 not a better mission field for
the Eiders tn all the world than the
Norwegian mission. The people as a
general rule are quite free-minded. and
will read our tracts and investigate the
Gospel. There are, of course, also 2
great numhber that will not; some have
not got over the fright of old Mormon
scare storles, and are afraid of us when
we Introduce ourselves., But the peo-
ple are becoming more and more en-
lightened, and the old prejudices, found-
ed on lies, are gradually dying away.
In Christiana we have between B5,000
and 6.000 Saints, all trylng to live up, to
the law of the Gospel and the com-'
mandments of God. They are good
and kind to the Elders, always willing
to help in anything that ls for the up-
building of the Kingdom of God,

Our conference was held_on Septem-
ber 3rd and #th, commencing Saturday
evening of the 3rd, and continuing with
three meetlngs the day following. Our
large hall !n Osterhansgarden (the only
hall in the Scandinazvian mission that
is owned by the Latter-day Salnts) was
erowded to overflow at every meeting.
Standing room was at a premjum. It
was ¢leaned and decorated by the

Saints for the-occasion, so that |t
might be nice and inviting for all that
would come.

We were favored with the presence

of Elder Jos. W. McMurrin of the Eu- °

ropean mission and Elder Geo. Chris- .

tensen of the Scandinavian mission.
Besides these, Elder C. W. Petersan of
Christiania conference and twenty-six
Elders from Utah were present.

In the afternoon of the 3rd eame a
telegram from Lliverpoc] conveylng the:
sad news of the death of President
Wilford Woeodruff. When the faet was
announced to the congregation In the
evening by Elder Christensen.the whole-
room was fliled with a spirit of grief
and mourning over the death of their
beloved Brother, Prophet and Seer.

Reporis were glven by the branch,
presidents of the labor performed jn
thelr respective branches during the

past half year. The day followlng, &
repart of the Christtania conference by
Elder C. W. Petersen was glven.

The missionaries have wisited 186,706
families in their homee, have had 4,-
964 Gospel conversations, held 628 meet-
ings and distributed 17,676 traets anpd
119 books,

Many good discourses were Ziven by
the Elders. .

Foltowing are the names of the Ejlders
and the places they were appoifited to
labor in for the coming six months:
viz.:

C. W. Petersen, President of Cnimat
tianla conference, with Andrew Dahls-
rud, L. E. Larsen, C. Fred Schade and
Hans H. Petersen in the Christianla
branch. -

Geo. M. Bmoot and Lars J. Halling,
Fredrikshald's B.

John E. Bolstad, Jacob P. Olsen and
Geo. A, Torgersen, Fredrikstad's B,

Jens P. Fugal, Parley P. Jensen, Nells
Torkelsen and Carl. Samuelsen, Bids-
veld's B.

Hyrum Jensen, Jos. Torgerseén
Axel Olsen, Drammen’s B.

Olaus Johnsen and Christian Chriss
tensen, Laurvig's B.

Ranvald Sarisen and Hyrum Hogan,
Arendal’'s B,

EmIll Petterborg and Arent Johnsen.
Egersund's B.

Jonas Johnsen and Paul P. Christen-
sen, Stavanger's B.

Ephraim Mlkkelsen, Martin Willlam-
gen, James
Swenhen, Bergen's B.

James Jensen and Parley Amndersens
Aalesund'a B.

and

'
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N. @kousen and Slverin *

Z. W. Israelsen and Hyrum Nellsen,

Kristiansund's B,

Jena P. Larsen and John P. Andersen, .

Troudhjem’s B.
Yours truly,
C. FRED SCHADE,
Osterhausgade 27, Christiania.

Northwent Virginla Confervnee.

Littleton, Wetzel Co.,
Oct. 3, 1898,

On Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 8th
and Sth, our conference was held 1n
the Rice scheol house, in the edge of
Marshall eounty. Elders In attendance
were twenty-one in number, including
three local Elders,

Conference convened at 10 a. m. El-

der Geo. W. Worthen presiding. There -

were fow In attendance at the forenoon.
service, owing to the inclemency of the

weather, yet we had an enjoyable meet- -

ing, the tlme being occupied by the
foliowing speakera:; Jas. M. Browel:
E. Hoft, Melvin Swapp, Geo. 'W. Worth-.
en and A. P. Kesler.

The afternoon was reserved for Prlest-
hood meeting, in which most of the El-
ders reported the work as being in a
prospercus condltion, after which A. P.
Kesler gave us some timely instrue-
tions,”

The appointments were not made un-,
ti) near the close of conference. In
which Geo. W. Worthen, who had la-

bored faithfully as our conference pres-
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