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REPORT OF THE DISFRANCHISE-
MENT BILL.

For purposes’ of history we here
preserve the following material in
relation to the Btruble bitl, now pend-
inyg in Congress. theobject of which
ie to disfrunchise the Latter-day
Saints. We do Lhis that it may be
koown, in the duys when confusion
shull sweep over our now fair and
prospurous country, what were the
numes nmi persunality of the men
whose wicked coospiracies bore
fruit ro disastrous.

Following is the repert proper of
the Houge Comiuittes: on Territorivs,
on the bill:

Mr. Struble, from the Committes
on Territoriesy; submitted the follow-
ing report:

(To accompuny . R. 0265.)

The Committee on '.I%Wries, hav-
ing under consideration House hill
No, 9265, amending an act entitled,
AN » amend section 5362 of the
Reovised Statutes of the Umted States
in reference to bigamy, and for uther
purposes, approved March 22, 1882,
respectfully report the same iJack to
the House and recommend its pas-
saye.

The act of March 8, 1887, amending
-section 5852 of the Revised Statutes of
the United States, commonly known
as the “Edmunds-Tucker' act, pro-
vided that an oath should be taken as
a eondition precedent to the righl to
votg or hold office in Uiah Territory.

accordalgn wi , the Utah
Baton prepared the foilowing
form uf nath to be taken by intending
yoters, viz.;

1, ' being duly sworn (or
alirmed), deposeé and say that I wm over
twenty-one years of age; that 1 have re-
pided "in the ‘lerritory of Uah for six
months last past, and this precinet for one
month immediaicly preceding the date
hereof ; that I am a native-boin or natorai-
fzed (a8 the case may be) citizen of the
Tnited States; that my inil name 18
4eaeeeo-; thal L am yeurs of age; thai
my place of bLusiness ia ; thutlam
& (single or) married man, ¢hul the name (1
my lawinl wile is . and Lhual
1 “will support the Qonstitution of the
Unitod States, and will faithinily obey the
laws thereot, and especially will obey the
act of Oongress approved March 22, 1882,
entitiedAn act to amend section 5352 of the
Hevised Statutes of theUnited Btates 1o ref-
" erence 10 bigamy, aud lor gther purposes,”
and that 1 will niso obey the aci of Congress
of March 3, 1837, eniitled **An act to amend
up act entitled “An act Lo amend section
552 of the Kevised Biatutes ol the United
8tates in reference to lagamy, and for other
purposes, approved March 22, 1882°°* in
respect of the erimes in satd actdetined and
forbidden, and that I wili not, directly or
indirectly, aid or abet, counsel or advise,
uny other person to commit any ol sard
crimes defined by acts of Congress as poly-
gumy, bigamy, uniawful cahabitation, in-
ceat, aduliery and fornication.”

By referring to the law it will be
sesn that it was the Intention of Con:
greas to bind the voler to an obsery-
ance of thelaws passed for the sup-
pression of polygamy.- At the time
the luw was enacted the opinion was
entertained by many. persons that no
Mormou would take auch an oath
without having formed a clear inten-
tivn to obey it,and doubtless this opin-
ion bad u eontroling effect in the pas-
aage of the law.

The People’s Party({Mormon) issued
uan address to the voters with respect
to the oath, its effect, meaning, etc.,
uning the following language:

Tho guesilons that intending voters need,
therefore, nak themeelves. nre these: Are

o
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we guby of tho crimes in said acl; or,

have we the preeent intention of commii
ting these crimea, or of aiding, abetting,
causing, or advising any other person to
commli them? Male citizens who can
answer these guestions in the negative can
quality under the existing laws as volers
and office holders,

Prohably ne language could have
been used mors misleading than the
above. The very purpose of Congress
in passing the law, and the plain letier
of the law, contemplates that thereaf-
ter the voters and office holders of
Utah Terrltory should giveths laws
for the suiapression of polygamy a firm
and loyal support; yet the Mormon
voters were insiructed by their leaders
that unless at the time of registration
they then and there tad a present inten-
tion to Violate said law they were elig-
ible for registration under itand quali-
fi: d to take the prescribed oath. It can-
not he successfully denied that it was
tha parpose and iniention of the law
that those who should register, hold
offices, or act as Jurors under it should
have a formed purpose to thereafter
obey its requirements. Butthe results
of the regisiration under the advice
given by the Mormon leaders rend-
ered the law absolutely.nugatory in
sccomplishing the purpoSe for which
it was enacted. The fact is, that with
respect 1o the purpose andntention of
the Mormon voters eoncerning polyg-
amy, the law has bad no effect, and is
today a dead letter. Amn extra t from
the reportof the Utah Commission, for
the year 1887, relating to this subject,

arked exhibit‘*B,"”is hereto anne,

t will, thorefore. be 8een thatBddi
Lional ‘legislation is necessary to giv
full force and effect to the existin
laws. TThe bill reporied by your com-
mittee will, in their opinion, meet the
difficulty- ”

Similar provisions have been sue-
cessfully enforced in the Tervicory of
Idabo, and the Supreme Court of the
United States has affirmed Its validity,
111 the ecase of Davis vs. Beason, a copy
of which opinion 18 hereio annexed,
marked . exhibit ‘*A.” No religious
righit i8 invaded, and no Constitution-
al objection can be urged 1o ils pas-
sage. It will close the door tothe
evasions which have made the present
luws inoperative, and will, in the opin-
ion of your commmniites, be effectual in
the extirpation of polygamy.

We aiso append extracts from the
reports of the governors of Utah Ter-
ritory for the vears le87, 1848, and
1889, and nf the Utah Cowmmission for
the years 1887 and 1889, which fully
explain the condition of affairs in the
Territory.

Attached to the report are ap-
pendices A and B. The former is
the opinion of the Bupreme Court of
the United States in the case of
Samuel D. Davis vi. H, G. Beason,
sherift of OUmneida County, [daho
Tervitory, appealed from the Third
Judieial District of the Territory of
Idaho, cemmonly kmown a= the
[daho test oath case. A synopsis
of this decision has heretofore been
given in the NEWS, and {t i3 not
necessary to give it here. WFor his-
torical purposes, however, it will be
preserved entire in the DESERET
WEEKLY.

Appendix B is comprised of ex-
tracts from reports rendered to the
Interior Dopartment by the Utah
Commission and Governors West

and Thomas. The account of the
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| registration and clection of 1887, ne
|given in the majority report that
year of the Utah Commission, is re-
protiuced, as is & portion of the ma-
jority reportof the same body for
1889, which aims to ¢convey the im-
pression that the Church of Jesus
Cihrist of Latter-day Saints is an or-
ganized conspiracy against the laws
and instit itions of the country. That
portion of Governor West’s report
for 1887, which gives an account of
the correspondence relative to the
copstitutional eonvention of 1887,
which took place between John R.
Winder, ehairman of the People’s
Territorial Centrn]l Commiitee, and
J. B. Rosbarough, chaitman of the
Central Committee of the Demc-
eratic Party of Utah, the chairman
anid membersof the Territorial Re-
publican Comraittee, and J. L.
Rawlins, chairman of the Demo-
eratic Club, is also reproduced. All
this appeared in the NEWS at the
time.

A lengthy extrunct from the
report of Governor West, (for
the year 1888 is given. Thia re-

port was published, we believe, by
only one newspaper in the Terri-
tory, the ehief ““Liberal’” organ. It
was so full of misrepresentation and
falsebnod as to be appropriately
suited to the columns ol that sheet.

In the portion quoted by
the congressional committee is
contained the siatement that™

the charter of Z. €. M. 1. provided,
as o condition to become a stock
hokier, membership in the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter day Bainta.
The false and absurd character of
this assertion was shown in these
eolumns. A long extract from the
report of Governor Themas for 1889,
the most Important portions of
which were given in the NEws,
closes Appendix B, and the aggre-
gation of material presented by the
comniittee in support of favorable
action on the disfranchisement bill.

It would be & long and weary task
to attempt to separate the small
amount of truth contained in the
conglomerate mass  of falsehood,
misrepresentation and  absurdity
with which a majority of the
House Committee on Territories
has sought to bolster up its report.
1t hes oatensibly tried to show
what sort of people the “Mormons’?
are, and in the effort has outraged
the rules of nght and logic which
ought to govern in such a proceed-
ing, by gathering information ex-
clugively from their enemies.

The members of the Utah Com-
mission w0 signed the majority re-
ports quoted from by the congres-




