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extract from uhe teotimotestimonyy of catherine
warren vs chauncey L hihigbeeba besorebefore tiehietheVie
Mhighgh councilcouncilsliyanlitanthe chutachura ac
chaveLhI haveave had an unlawful with
chauncey L higbee chauncey higbee
taught the same doctrine as was taught by
J 100 bennett and that joseph smith taught
and practiced ahse things but he stated that
hejie did not have it from joseph but behe had his
information from dr john C bennett he
chauncey L higbee has gained his object
about five or six times chauncey L higbee
alsoaiso made propositions to keep me with foodJ if
I1 would submit to his desires

cewewe have abundance of like testimony on
hhandindand chith may be forthcoming if we are
compelled at present the foregoing may suf-

ficefi e
whythy have you not published this before

worwoowe answer on account of the humility and
r entreaties of higbee at the time and on ac

count of the feelings of his parents who are
highly respectable we have forborne until
now the character of C L higbee is so in
famousand allshisnisnib exertions such as to destroy
every principle of righteousness that forbear
anieance is no tonerlongerloner a virtue

afteraf ter all thatthoat this chauncey L higbee has
done in wickedly and maliciously using the
nimename of joseph smith to persuade innocent
females to submit to gratify hisbis hellish lusts

tandkanianiand then blast the characters of the most
ch41aste pure virtuous and philanthropic man
phor earth be to0 screen himself from the law of
heland and the just indignation of an insulted

people and save himself from the penitentiary
or whatever punishment his unparalleled crimes
merit has entered into a conspiracy with the
laws and others aagainst the life of those who
are knowing to his abandoned conduct thus
hopinghoping to save himself from the disgrace which
must follow an exposure and wreak hisbis ven-
geancegeande and gratify his revenge for his awful1
disappointments
I1 A two daysdaya conference was held in jeffer-
son county new york at 10 am present
saints of0 whom had embracedthe 9gospel
sincebince last autumn nine branches were depre

iehdehdentedenteaienB tedfed containing members 16 elders 8
priests andarid 1 teacher an immense concourse

i of people assembled to hear the elders preach
elder benj brown waswag president and J IV
crosby clerk

A three days conference was held at dres-
den weakly county tennessee elder A 0
smoot waswasichosen president and D P raney
secretary A large congregation assembled
but the proceedings were interrupted by a mob
headed by some of the leading men of the
county yet a candidate for elector was ap-
pointed by my friends

sunday 26 at 10 am I1 preached at the
stand the following synopsis was reported by
mr thos bullock clerkbleik ofof the steamer maid
of iowa

president joseph smith read the lith ch ad
corinthians myimy object is to let you know
that I1 am right here on the spot where I1 intend
to stay 1I like paul have been in perils and
oftener than any one in this generation as
paul boasted I1 have suffered more than paul

jdie I1 should be like a fish out of water if I1
wifewere out of persecution perhaps my brethren
think it requires all this to keep me humble
the lord has constituted me so curiously that
ogloryIllorylory in persecution I1 am not near so hum-
bleafe as if I1 was not persecuted if oppression
will make a wise man mad much more a fool
if they want a beardless boy to whip all the
world I1twillwill get on the top of a mountain and
crow like a rooster I1 shall always beat them
when facts are proved truth and innocence
will prevail at last my enemies are no philo

they think that when they have my
spoke under they will keep me down but for
the fools I1 will hold on and fly over them

god is in the still small voice in all these
affidavits indictments it is all of the devil
all corruption come on yekye prosecutors ye
false sweatersswearers all hell boil over ye burning
mountains roll down your lava for I1 will come
out on the top at last I1 have more to boast
of than ever any man hadbad I1 amdin the only man
that ever has been able to keep a whole church
together since the days of adam a large ma
borityrity of the whole have stood by me neither
baulpaulul john peter nor jesus ever did it I1
boast that no man ever did such a work as me
the followers of jesus ran away from him the
latter day saints never ran away from me yetyou know my daily walk and conversation I1
am in the bosom of a virtuous and good people
how I1 do love to hear the wolves howlhow wwhenen
they can get rid of me the devil will also go
foreor the last three years I1 have a record of all
my acts and proceedings for I1 have kept sev-
eral good faithful and efficient clerks in con
stant employ they have accompanied me
everywhere and carefully kept my history and
they have written down what I1 have done
where I1 havehase been and what I1 havechave said there-
fore my enemies cannot charge me with any
daydaytimetime or place but what I1 have written
testimony to prove my actions and my enemies
cannot prove anything against me they have
got wonderful things in the land of ham I1
think the grand jury have strained at a gnat
and swallowed the camel

A man named simpson bayssays I1 made an aff-
idavit against him ac mrair simpson says I1
arrested him I1 never arrested mr simpson in
my life liehe says I1 made an affidavit against
him I1 never made an affidavit against him in
my life I1 will prove it inin court I1 will tell
you how it wdwaswaa last winter I1 gotootgot ready with
my children to go to the ffarmarm to kill hogs 0
P rockwellRcckwellweil was going to drive

anai englishmanen came in and wanted a uriurllvyatevateite conconversation with me I1 told him JI1 did
hnotknotnot want any private conversations 111 I demand
oneoile of you such a one I1 amaur bound to obey

9 JU te trr I1

any lihoww said hee twantI1 want a warrant agagainstaitalt
the man who astabbed brotherbrothel BadhamBadhambam 1 liehe
said it was a man who boarded at davis he
said it was mr simpson it answered his des-
criptioncrip tion

I1 said I1 had no jurisdiction out of the city
he said the man must be arrested or else behe
will go awayawak I1 told him you must go to
squire wells johnson or foster mr lytle
stepped up and saidbaid 111 I am a policeman I1
jumped into my carriage and away I1 wentventyent

when I1 came back I1 met mr jackson he
said you did wrong in arresting mr simpson 5

I1 told him I1 did not do it I1 went over and sat
down and related the circumstances he
turned round and said mr smith I1 havechave no-
thing jala you I1 am satisfied he went
and suppedcupped with me he declared in the pre-
sence of0 witnesses that he had nothing against
me I1 then said 1 I will go over to esquire john-
son and testify what the englishman told me 2

I1 told him not to make out tightthat I1 believe he is
the man but that I1 believe he is innocent I1
dont want to swear that he is the man mr
coolidge rockwellJl hatfield and hawes were
present

mr johnson made ondone out in due form and
as I1 sat down in a bustle the same as I1 do
when one of the clerks brings a deed for me to
sign johnsonjohhson read it I1 said 1I cant swear to
that affidavit I1 dont believe it tear up that
paper mr simpson agreed to come before
badham and make it up I1 did not swearswear to
it

after a while dr foster and others came
in they called merne up to testify I1 told it all
the same as I1 do here mr simpson rose up
and asked do you believe now that I1 am the
man who stabbed mr badham I1 ierepliedpliedpiled
no sir I1 do not now nor everaver did the magis-
trate says I1 did not swear to it he consider-
ed and made a public declaration that he was
satisfied with me

aaron johnson went before the grand jjuryjursury
and swore that I1 did not swear to it when dr
fosterposter goes and swears that I1 swore to it and
that he was inui the room when he was not in
chauncey wanted me to stay and have a con-
versation dr foster asked aaron johnson
for the writ and affidavit he handed them to
dr foster who read them and then threw
them into the fire I1 said doctor you ought
not to have burned it it was my paper dr
foster goesoes to the grand jury inandlaperyswears he
did not furnturnburn only one but I1 say he burnt both
this is a fair sample of the swearing0 that is
going on against me

the last discharge was the now the
all through falsehood mat-

te
jmat-

ters of fact are as profitable as the gospel and
which I1 can prove you will then know who
are liars and who speak the truth I1 want to
retain your friendship on holy grounds

another indictment has beenbin got up against
me it appears a holy prophet has arisen up
and he has testified against me the reason
is he is so holy the lord knows I1 do not
care how many churches are in the world as
many as believe me may ifi the doctrine that
I1 preach is true the tree must be good I1 have
prophesied thingsel that have come to pisspasspass and
can still

inasmuch as there is a new church this must
be the old and of course lvewe ought to be set
down as orthodox from henceforthhenceforthhence foith let all the
churches now no longer persecute orthodoxy
I1 never built upon any other mans ground I1
never told the old catholic that he was a fallen
true prophet god knows then the charges
against me are false

I1 had not been married scarcely five minutes
and made one proclamation of the gospel be-
fore it was reported that I1 had seven wives I1
mean to live and proclaim the truth as ionlonlongiong0 as
I1 can

this new holy prophet william law has
gone to carthage and swore that I1 had told
him that I1 was I1guiltylity of adultery this sspir-
itual

irbylsylwhy a man dares not spearspeakspeak or
wink for fear of being accused of this

william law testifiedEed before forty police-
men and the assembly room fullfall of witnesses
that he testified under oath that he never had
heard or seen or knew anything immoral or
criminal against me he testified under oath
that he was myray friend and not the brutus
there was a cogitation who was the brutus
I1 had not prophesied against william law
he swore under oath that behe was satisfied that
he was ready to lay down his life for me and
now he swears that I1 have committed adul-
tery

I1 wish the grand jury would tell me whonho
heytheybey are whether it will be a curse or bless-
inginatometometo me I1 am quite tired of the fools asking
me

A man asked me whether the commandment
was given that a man may havellave seven wives
and nowrow the new prophet has charged me with
adultery I1 never had auyany fuss with these
men until that female relief society brought
out the paper against adulterers and
esses

dr goforth waswag invited into the laws
clique and dr foster and the clique were dis-
satisfied with that document and they rush
away and leave the church and conspire to
take away my life and because I1 will not
countenance such wickedness they proclaim
that I1 harehave been a true prophet but that I1 am
now a fallen prophet

i jackson has committed murder robbery and
peperjuryFjury and I1icancan prove it by half a dozen
witnesses jackson got up and saidbald by god
behe is innocent and now swears that I1 am
guilty he threatened my life

there is another law not the proprophetet khowho
waswaa cashieredcashi ered for dishonesty and robbing the
government wilson law alsoalao swears that I1
told him I1 was guilty of adultery brother
jonathan dunham can swearswear to the contrary
I1 have been chained I1 have rattled chains be

I1 y ts 1t
fore in a dungeon for0r cethe autruthsr abstbs sake 1 I am
innocent of all thelethese chargecharkesand you can bear
witness of0 my innocence for bodyou know me
yourselves s

when I1 love the poor I1 ask no favors of the
rich I1 can go to the cross I1 can lay down
my life but dont forsake me I1 want the
friendship of my brethren letuslet us teach the
things of jesus christ pride goes before des-
tructiontruc tion and a haughty spirit before a down-
fallfallail

be meek and lowly upright and pure ren-
der good for eyll if you bring on yourselves
your own destruction I1 will comcomplainlainiain it isis
not right for a man to bear down kishis neck toio
the oppressoppressoroi always be humblebumble and patienttlentleht
in all circumstances of life we shall ohpthene tri-
umph more gloriously what a thing it is for
a man to be accused of committing adultery
and havingb seyenseven wives when I1 can only find
one

I1 am the same man and as innocent as I1
was fourteen years ago and I1 can krovedroveprove them
all perjurersperjurers I1 labored with these apostates
myself until I1 was out of all manner of pa-
tience and then I1 sent my brother hyrum
whom they virtualvirtu allyailyly kicked out of doors

I1 then sent mr backenstosbackenstonken when they de-
clared that they were my cdecneenemiesmies I1 told mr
backenstos that he might tell the laws itif they
had any cause against me I1 would go before
the church and confess it to the world liehe
was summoned time and again but he refused
to come dr Bernbernhiselhiselbisel and elder rigdon
know that I1 speak the truth I1 cite you to
captain dunham esquires johnson and wells
brother hatfield and others for theahe truth of
what I1 have said I1 have said this to leletiett my
friends know that I1 am right

aaAs I1 grow older my hertheart grows for
you lailiI1 am at all times willingto give tipup every
thing that is arozarons for I1 wish this peopeoplepletopietoto
have a virtuous leader I1 have set your minds
at liberty by jetting you know the things of
christ jesus when I1 shrink not from your
defence will you throw me away for anewa new
man who slandersanderasl you I1 love you for your
reception of me have I1 asked you for your
money no you know better I1 appeal to the
poor I1 say cursed be that man or woman
who says that I1 have taken of your money un-
justly bro babbitt will address you I1 have
nothing in my heart but good feelings

I1 rode out in the afternoon on my return
my lawyers col richardson and almonaimon W
babbitt called upon me onan the subject of the
writs which were out against me

A man called and informed me that john
eagle and several others intended to kidnap
jeremiah smith during the night I1 therefore
stationed an extra police in order to protect
hirnhim

president B young arrived at cincinnati at
rpm5 pm

monday 27 about 8 am I1 startedsmarted on
horseback with a few friends went by the
temple and pursued my course towards car
hage thinking it best for me to meet my ene-

mies before the circuit court and have the
indictments against me investigated

after I1 hadbad passed my farm on the prairie
most of the following brethren joined my com-
pany and the remainder soon after my arrival

1in carthage viz aaron johnsonjohJob dr J M
bernhisel joseph IV coolidge john hatfieldhathieHatfie jd
0 P rockwell lorenzo rockwell william
walker harrison sagers hyrum smith john
P greene john Y greene judge wmwin rich-
ards shadrach roundy theodore turley jje-
dediah

e
315111 grant john lytle joseph B nonoblesI1 e

edward bonney lucien woodworth cornelius
P lott jonathan dunham and other friends

we arrived at hamiltons hotel about noon
chas A foster overtook us three or hourkourlour miles
from the city and accompanied us to carthage
I1 had considerable conversation with him and
behe appeared to be more mild than previously
and as though he waswag almost persuaded that
he had been influenced to some extent by false
reports

joseph H jackson francis M higbee and
chauncey L higbee were in hamiltons ho-
tel when we arrived soon after our arrival
there chas A foster took me into a private
room and told me in a friendly manner that
there was a conspiracy against my lilifelfe robt
D foster told some of the brethren with tears
in his eyes that there was evil determined
against me and that there were some persons
who were determined I1 should not go out of
carthage alive ac jackson was seen to re-
load his pistols and was heard to swear he
would have satisfaction of me and hyrum

I1 hadbad a short interview with judge thomas
who treated me with the utmost courtesy he
is a great man and a gentleman after din-
ner at the second or third table we retired
to our room when jackson who had been to
the court house came towards the hotel some
person told him hyrum had arrived when he
immediately turned towards the court house
again I1

my lawyers richardson babbitt
and skinner used all reasonable exertions to I1

bring forward my trial on the charge of per-
jury but the prosecutingm party were not ready
one withers a material witness as they as-
serted in court being absent

my attorneys frequently called on me to re-
portard the state of things in court and I1 was
readyy to go in at a moments warningwarming being
anxious for my trial but the case was deferred
until next term I1 was left to0o give bail to the
sheriff at his option he told me I1 might gogoigoj
home where behe would call andad take bail at
his own convenience

we immediately called boror our horsesborses and
while they were being harneharnessedsaed Cchauncey
L higbee came to me and wantawanted mee to stay
as a witnesswitness in a certain case in which he was
employed as attorney he urged me consider-
ably butut I1 toldbold him I1 did not recollect the oc

aurence he rreferred to particularly enough to
testifyingtestify inin the case and got him to excuse
inmee

at 41 lim we skirted on our re
I1 turn but when

we had got as farfar as brother george D grantgrants
a heavy shower of rain I1 went
into the house while most of the brethren
wentvienyientintointo the barn until the shower abated
afterAfterthethe storm hadbad subsided we went forward
and 1I hyrum and some others arrived aat
home about 9 pm and found emma sickmy carriage with joseph B Ifobies arrived
a litlelittle after it was upset on the temple hill
but no one hurt I1 rode on horseback alitheallali tb
yayway on jo duncan

As we leftlift the tavern in carthage andana pass-
ed the court house there were many people
about in small groups jackson stoodstoodonon tha
green with one or iwotwo men bomesome distance off

while at hamiltons C L higbee offered
some insulting language concerning me totoo0 P
rockwell who resented it nobly as a friend
ought to do hamilton seedbeedseeing it turned rock-
well

bock-
wellwellwelirockwellout of doors

it was afterwards reported to me bbyy james
flackfiack that robert D foster chas AjosteA fosterrywmwin H rollinson and the Higbees were on
the hillbill when I1 passed in the morning they
immediately ggathered1adhered their pistols mounted
their horsesborses and were in carthage beforee me
excepting chas A foster

also mr powers was talking with mrilarda da-
vies tailor about my going to carthagecarthage and
said they would attempt to kill Josepjoseph smithhSmith
mr davis replied cro0 no I1 think not mr
powers rejoinedreipined they will by god and you
know it by god 7

samuel smith of montebello heard at 5 this
morning that I1 had been taken prisoner to
carthage byty a mob he immediately gathered
a company of 25 men for the purpose of assist-
ing meirie and arrived at Cartcarthagehago i about the
titimee I1 did

tuesday 8 at homebome all day
theib e afternoon the maidalaid of doklllowi started
for the iowalowa river at 11 am

I1 received a letter from mr J bronder dated
philadelphia may expressing hishig strong
desires that I1 should allow myany name to stand
as candidate for the presidency of the united
states urging many reasonreabon for his request

wednesdayWednesda 29 at home rain jn tb
morning

luther IV hickock off burlington iowalowaiowayloway
came in and arrested jeremiah smith on a
warrant issued by nathaniel pope judge of
the U S circuit court duringdaring our conversa-
tion in the afternoon we learned to our mutual
joy that jeremiah smith and I1 were of onone
origin

received the following letteletter
it baltimore may ath 1844

dear brother joseph
from the time of my departure to that of my

arrival here on saturday last I1 waswab blessed
with prosperity ththee feelings manifested by
the passengers on the boat to st louis were
quite favorable

at st louis I1 embarked on board the steam-
er valley forge with about cabin passen-
gers I1 gradually introduced myself to those
whose facts gave indications of honest hearts
and intelligent minds

on sunday I1 was invited to give in a public
discourse the points of difference between thethie
faith of the latter day saints and other pro-
fessors of the christian religion there was
a methodist preacher on board with whom
arrangements were made to follow me and
blow mormotmormonismmonism to the foutfour winds well I1 led
off in a discourse of an hour and a half aftafterer
dinner the methodists tried to rally their
preacher but he could not be induced to unde-

rtake the ffulfillmentfulfilment of his engagements
I1 spent the time in conversing with groups of

enquirers and giving further information to
those who soughtsou ht it after tea the methodist
priest was by much perpersuasionpasion induced to
preach but to the astonishment of all he
never oaceonce mentioned mormonism

by the bye we had a beautiful specimen of
missouri treatment to the saints on board
while I1 was speaking I1 referred to the many
false statements which found their way to0 the
public through the papers a case in point was
that of joseph smith having just discarded nirhis
wifew ipeife

after I1 had finished speaking and was stand-
ing on the guard of the boat a missourian
stepped up to me asking me if I1 wished to be
understood that all who said jo smith had dis-
cardedcardedd his wife were liars on my answering
him in the affirmative drew his bowie knife
on me but some passengers who had heard j
him threaten my life were watching and caustcaught
him as he was in the act of striking and 17I1 in
the act of pitching him overboard but they
saved him and I1 am glad of it the whole
affair turned much to my advantage it was an

demonstration to the crowd of misalis
soubou riansriana feelingfeclid towards thetha church of
christ

by this time the way was pretty well paved
fforor introducing national matters and from this
on to our arrival at wheeling the time was
principally occupied on that subject reading
your views on political economy ac

on arrildarriving at wheeling a stranger0 might
have imarieimaginedameme to be a man of somesome conse-
quence foror itt was milrwill you take a seat in our
coachcoache go with us in this stacestaze hold on
and take a seat with us says the third in
fact the was quite a lion among0 ibethetb
paepassengers

but pawing the minutiaeminminu timutise 1 I arrived in this
city two days after the great whig conven-
tion all is joy and enthuseenthusiasmaam among the
whigs while doubt and consternation is mani-
festfest among the democrats this coconvention

i

has beebbeen got up at an immense expense hun-
dreds 0off thousands of dollars have been ex-
pended


