WARM DISCUSTION.

The regular meeting of the Teach-
ers’ A gsociation convencd at the
usual hour October 26th, in the 13th
district sehool-room and was ealled
te order by Presideni, W. M. Btew-
art. Piayer was offered by H.
Cummings and the minutes of the
previous mesting were read and ap-
proved.

The committee appointed to re-
view the constitution and by-laws
submitted tlieir report. Several ai-
ticles of the reviged constifution
were read and approved, and action
on the Dhalance was deferred until
the next meeting.

The regular programme was then
taken wup, Prof. Urson Howard’s
lecture on colleeting and preserving
botanical and zoological specimets
being the tirst feature. The gentle-
man described in a clear and
interesting way how animals, uirds
insects, reptiles, worms, etc., migiht
he prepared for school cabinets aud
preserved. He recommmended the
use of powdered arseinic to preserve
skins of birds and animals, alcohol
for wormasaand soft speeimens, while
insectls dipped in a solutiou of corro-
sive sublimate and alcehol would
keep on pine for mauy yeara. Bo-
tanical spucimens should be dried
and pressed, except the seeds, waich
could be kept in bottles or little
boxes.

He gave numerous jllustrations to
show how the teacher could interest
apd imstruct his sehonl in natural
seience by the use of specimens.
‘The food and habits of animals ean
be told from their anotomy; thus the
sharp tecth and claws of the car-
niverous, tiic hoof and grinders of
the herbiverous, ete., show the
adaptation of different food and cou-

ditions. He alse showed how
nature had  provided bright
colors and honey in flowers

to attract bees and other inscets,
that the pollen could he distributed
anid the seed impregnated; how the
seeds when mature are provided
with cotteon that the wiud may dis-
tribute them, or burs that" the ani-
mals 111ay do the same, while other
seeds have pods that burst with such
force as to scatter the seed to yulte
a distance. He recommended that
more attention be given to sueh in-
struction in our schools.

The next excuse wasg the discus-
gion of the merits and detnerils of
the consolidation of the ¢ity schools
into four distriets, which was opened
by Mr. J. J. Walton.

The gentleman trom the start ex-
pressed himself strongly in favor of
eonsolidation. Onthe prineiplethat
“too many cooksspoilthe Lroth?*? he
thought that the sixty-three trustees
of thigcity could vot work as efficient-~
1y as a smaller number. The present
independent condition of the schools,
ungraded, and without a system or
given course of study, was expen-
sive and detrimental. Bowne of the
trustees that control them know
little about modern methods and
means of edueation; anpd, receiving
Lo satary, take little interestin their
schools, HMe described the system
in Kansas and Califernia, and the
economy and efficicncy of a
proper system of graded schools.
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He theught that if the school
districts were consclidated into four
a proper gradation could be
effected and that number of high
schools maintaived at a cost less
than with the present system.

Mr., Collins was opposed to the
move. He censured Supt. Stewart

for arranging for the teachers
te discuss Lthis important mat-
ter in whieh they are par-
tieularly intarcsted, after the
application had been made and
such discussion would be of no avail.
However, he wished it understood
that he was opposud to the move-
mentand thought thatif any change
were ade the schools should be
congolidated inbo onc district and
put under one managemcnt. He
pointed cut thie mauy imperrections
of the present systen1 and eaid the
lawmakers ghould vuderstund and
correct them, He favored waiting
for the Legislature toact in the mat-
ter. -

Superiutendent Stewart explained !
that he had presented the appliea-
tinn to the County Cours uuder the
advice of Judge Marshall, and that
it was net too late for the teachers to
liave an influence with the court.
That body would hear arguments
pro and con and decide according to
the wish of the people.

Mr. Martin offered a resolution
to the effect that tlie teachers oppose
the application Supt. Stewart had
made; that they censure the last
Legislature for inaction in this mat-
ter, and urge the next one to give a
good system of free schools. The
resplution was not carried.

Prof. J. H. ’aulshowed that the
county court had the powur to etfect
tive consolidatiou, and argued that
it would be the best thing te do
under the exiasting laws. He was
not willing to wait for the uncer-
tuin action of the next Lesislalure.
Graded schools there reust be, and
he saw ho better way to get them
than the one proposud. He showed
that it the city was made one dis-
trict there vcould be but three
trustees, amdl of course many dis-
tricts could not 'w represented in
that board. He thought this uu-
democratic. 1f there could be a
trustee from each precinct he would
then prefer making one district of
the whole.

Mr. Worstel said that some dis-
tricts would have to be divided and
the law provides that in such a case
equitable provision must be made
for a unew schoolhouse etc. He
thought this would be a grave objec-
tion to the proposition.

President Stewart said that no-
where in the Union could Le found
a ity school pysten as large as oura
under tiree trustees. There were
generally from seven to fifteen.
The lines of the proposed division
would wmake four districts of about
equal wealth and population to sup-
port an equal number of graded
gehools.

The discussion was animated on
both sides, and had extended an
hour beyond the usual time of clos-
ing the meeting, wlhen it was
abruptly ende:d by the carrying of a
motion to adjourn.

H. ComMINgs, Secretary.
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CURRENT TOPICS [N EUROPE.

M. de Talleyrund was with-
out doubt the greatest of French
diplomatists, and the recent publi-
cation of his correspundence throws
a flood of light on the secret history
of Kuropean polities during the
early part of this century. As ali
readers of history will remeniber,
after Napoleon’s disastrous cam-
g;]ign to Moscow and his retirement

the island of Elba, the represen-
tatives of the great powers of Kurope
met in cougress at Vienna to ar-
bitrate their differences, and re-ar-
range the map of Lurope. Talley-
rand was the representative of
France to this congress and his de-
seription of royal personages and
customs iz highly interesting, He
paye: ‘1 left Paris on the 16th and
arrived in Vienna on the 2Hrd;»
that was rapid journey:ng for those
days, but pvow the distauce is made
in twenty hours. ln another place
he says: '*Che Princess of Wales has
Jjust left Bbrasbourg. Bheageepted an
invitation to Madame Fruncks,
the banker’s wife, and dauced all
night. Her mauner of acting at
Strasbourg explains perfectly why
the I’rince 1legent prefers soing her
in Italy rather than in England.”
Here we see a glimpse of the morals
of Roynl Courts. Of Russia he
says: “‘Bhe is in reality an Asiatic
power, but the provinces she hLas
wrested from Bweden, from Prussia,
and her lion’s share of the unfor-
tunate kingdom of Poland will
make Russia a kuropean power.»
It was at tuis congress of pations,
after the downfall of Napeleon, that
Russin put forth her claims to west-
ward and southward extension, and
even went 80 far as to claim some
of the German provinees on the
Riine. The arrival of the Duke of
Wellington at the cougress Talley-
rand thus describes: ©On tho arrival
of the Duke of Wellington at
Vienna the Eraperor of Russia
questioned the Duke concerning
the loyalty of the French army, to
which the Duke repljed. ‘As good
as ever against foes, but good for
nothing against Napoleon,® **  This
shows that Wallington was the first
one tu aceurately gsuage the situa-
tion.

Theescape of Napeleon from Elba

|and the prompt adhesion of the

Fronch army to the popular hero
broke up the Congress of Vieuna.
The sovereigns once mwore laid aside
thelr differences in their dread of the
common foe, and hasiily recon-
gtrugted an alliance that was rapidly
fatling to pieces. Up to the last all
was joy and festivity at Vienna.
Talleyrand writes: - Everywhere
one meets with emperors, kings,
empresses, queens, princes, dukus,
ete. The Austrian eourt pays for
everythiiug, aml the cost cannot be
less than 220,000 florins per day.** A
statesman who had lived through
the Freuch Revolution, and had
witnessed the kimperor Wapoleon’s
mode of dealing, with crow ned heads,
canpot have felt much of the awe
and majesty that doth hedge a kiug.
Talleyrand, however,did the French

nation good servive at YVienna. In
spite of the sad reverses which
befell the French armies, he



