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dente of today iao the vlcinity of the
motnds, when they want material for
plastering or for Iaying up adobe
bujldinge, go to the mounds for it,
claimiog that it wWorks up much belter
tban the clay fouud eleewhere on the
plaip.

In meny of the ruine that bave been
Jisturbed, theold walle can be easily
traced protrudicg throngh the mass of
rubbish that bas acoumulated arvund
tbem, beiuyg preserved by the bhard-
ness of the cement from theaction of
the elements. Bo bard are they that
a blow with 8 pick makeg little im-
preeslon upon them.

Who are they,and whence came.
they? are questions Bsked by every
visitur (o' the ruins, regarding the
people who bullt here- Up to the]
present no one bas been able to anewer
tbe questions eatisfactorily. A recent
writer on the subject eays: “‘The seleg-
tlon of tbe location of their homes
eeema to Indloate that they were ori-
ginally a maritime people, from eltber
Awin or Africa, more propably the
former, who, landing on the coast ol
Lower California when that peninsiia
was more closely copnected with the
mainiand than at present, drifted
worth and eastward alony the Colorado
and Gila until they overran mnd
settled the irrigable land contigu-
ous to euch of these streams. Thie
seeme the most provable theory me the
Hines of their settlementis mpparehntly
radjate from Dear the meuth of the
Colorrdo.”* Whether this ia the cur-
rect theory or not I would uot veuture
to say, hut from the fact that the old
clvilization appears lo bave reached its
highest development In tble wvalley;
tbat the ruine nortb and south
fudicate plainly that they were vuly
ofteboete trom this center; that there
are wide traots of land in every diree-
tion surroundiug them thal seem te¢
have beenl capable of redemption aud
seltiement and ou Which thele nre no
traces of old cities, 1 incilue tu toe
oplnion that this partienlar tamily
came hele by sea, They probably came
up the Gult of Californis and spready
alopg the river courses. Everyibing
indioates tbhat their Jevelopment was
gradual and their occupancy of the
country exlended over a louy periou
of tire,

It seems to me that the Buok of
Mormon furnisbes a parallel to what
war apparently the bistory of thie
ancleut people. It will Le remembereu
that about fifty-flve years belore QChrist
s min Damed Hagoth buiit u large
ship apd iaunched it intothe Pacific
OcuuD somewherv near Papama bay.
A large nuwmber of Nephites went vu
board of it and sailed tv some point on
the west cuast of North Americs,where
they made s hume, We ure nut tuld
where they lapded, but the couutry
wue ovidently » dJeserl, so much gy
that it was necessary for a time o suny
the new oolonists food by sbips, Tuere
was D¢ Uimber tnere B0d  the setliers
were ublived to build their hvuses with
cement,in the workiug of which we are
told they Lbeslne experl, What G
ber tbey use. was also reut lu them
by mesosoi ship.ing, Now we wili
uot suy that those shipe coessteu
aloug the shore of Mexivo and lsnded
al the head of the Guif of Culifuriia,
for we du not know, but it is ourtaiu
that there ls & strikine similarity be-
tweeu the old Nephite country aund
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this one, Anpother thing about it i
bow Josepb Smith found out that There
were remning of cement houses in Arl-
zonsa, for without that knowledge it
wan ratbher presum ptaous on bls part to
make bis ancient people bujld their
cities of that materinl. Yet we know

that Bt the lime be publisbed the Book

ot Mormon It wap impoesible for Bim
to have bad any tuch knowledge from
actual modern resvarch,

JoeL RICKS,

THE CHOIR RETURNS.

Utab's celebrated Tabernoacle choir
feturned home this-morning: arriving
al the Rio Graude Western_uvepol al
5:40, sn bour ee inconVeuient 'and
early as to'prevent  any demonstralion
of welcome ou the part of the lempo-
rary musical organization uuder tbe
effiolent leadership of Prof. C. J.
Thomae as originally arrangeu for,

Io n remarkably ebort time the
members of the cholr had joined their,
famiilies and friends at bume,

BTEPHENS INTERVIEWED.

The 1ollowing interview Letween &
NEwsS reporter and Mr. Stephens will
0o jnleresting reading, as it gives the
conductor’s views of all the leadiug
eventa of the gbolr’s trip, concerts und
couteste:

“On the whole, it was a glorious trip
for all of us. Persoually,’it was mure
fraught with labor and anxlety thau
pleasure for me. But vevertheless I
cuuid net Luty partake of the genernl
Juyousners and delight at oul nimos:i

cunslant  success. Nothing but
wonriDess and a shght Bl
went from colas wus Lhere

tv worry me, Everywhere I turueud
the kindly, cheering emile of my slug-
era gregtod me, All  tue worry ol
vusiness mausyement with its thoue-
B0y iittle Annuyabces Wasspared me
LY tbe never-ulriug YWhituey, whi se
eurrgy Buu paiiencve bLave pluceu Him
iu the estimution ol Bll our party Bs 1n-
comparable to ail others, though ail ui1d
their best to aid iu making (bo trip »
success, Yel lhere was 8, mUch left for
me Lo 4o that out:ide of oboir wurk
tbe trip wae ajmcst & blank tv me.
Deuver received us with opeu arms,
abhd we retaliated by eluging as we
bever coujd bave uuvD® 10 &D uueD-
tbhupiastic audience. We Wili uever
furget the mugnificent cuurch crowued
wilh pleasedu faces, nor Wiil they sovu
forget us. Aimust every opumber
renuveéred oajleu ior, abd many rede.
muapded. [¢simost maue us ieel that
woe were lll-treated at 'home, we we
tbought yl'the mMAaDY Vacanl seats st
vur T'esuernacte, aud recailed the an-
nuysuce ot peopie loaving the buliding
whlle we repdereu the clusing chruscs
(8 udvlestable pruotice pecullat 1o Fab-
eruatle auviencer.) Our Denver suc-
Cess bLryught Jts  reaclivn, nutwitn.
stauuing gur beurty welcome at [uue-
peudence. We Jeit s though wul
Kuusus City greeting wus a cuol vee at
fltst. At the night coucerl, huwever,
wo M'dposled Qul sucCess, sutue Lhiugs
weiug recusred eveu vetier than sl

Deuver. Yeil 1ew of (08 were leally
Iu wnylhing like & pivassnl mouu
whie at Kausss, Buuw at Bit. Lous

#UuLBer great wuve sirugk us. Fuasteud.
sud bouored, tieated tv u Iuspuiticent
ride in B etesmboal oo toe  gresl
Misslseippl, uud weleomed st night

}fgrmers and audience

T e ——
with a grand sudlence of pearly '4000
people, who applauded and cheerey L
the ecbo, notwithstanding ' that duo
repdition of our ohoruses wpg ber
Rinuiog lo show the effects of fation .
anu really did not do thempejve
justice, 1t wap & moesl useful wnmma
to usto rest up belore our importa gt
work al the” contests. Qur Chica
audience was less demonstrntivu (g;:
Music Hall) yet kiud and appreciatyy
on' ibe whule, And our Omap, e:
perlence was needed o0 flujup up ou.
experlence, r

A iarge audience waited

time lor clusing before our apryy 1
the singels hurryed from the r?’
without having hud- anyc ing-ﬁ;-:an
since glpven o’clock the | preyig y
morninv But even here we iy :.s
work fairlyuod I velleve boyy [[:err

lelt .
sbout 11.30 in fairly goud svji—’:? EF“
chief drawbacks 10 ‘he renditgy m;
our programe were the diffe °
rangements ot placing' the
which every different hall peces
Indeed when i think of how
places the entire churus hg
piaced one bebind another
flat floor, accompanied with
planc anu oOrgan put in(liﬂeruullu
atluneu o each other, it is BUTprisj .
to me that we did so Well, Qur meg, g
panists, 00, were placed in sq mam-
new poeilions thut 1t is a warve] mn
were able to ald us a0 eﬂeclugny w;:
thelir B¢oumpauimenlts, Un " th o
different ocensions, in Donver Ch e
hail (Falr grouuds) and Centra =
siq ball was Prol, Dayunes auud:::]u'
with 0o opportunity to study py T2
tricate combinativns of BLOLS, callm-
upon to manipulute yreat plpe, UrgaEd
in accompanying us, and esgh un::s
succeeued beautiluliy. He anpy P y
Peuerson a8 well, Prof. Weine Bng el
Churiste. sen brus, bave my sip L
gr:\l(’:tude for thelr spletdiu worg -

bat have you tu s '
contest? y ¥ sbout the
‘The coulest of male chor

magoificent, the wWinners I,‘:o":@l:vw:ag
elnging ¥8 I never beiore beary mo:: N
siug. l'oneso pure, shadiug u, »ig
fect and 1uil of deep meaning enunp(i,r-
dun o broad uDd  yetr uisting o
male me more Jelighted g loac; u}t
prize than i cvuld biave besn 1, wy, ¢
uur presout plage of progress, Aa:‘
thie greatest compllment pajy g nt
excepting the swardlog us the Hee n(a
prize in the mai ., Cuulest—wag DOOI.?O
clare us Dol 1o theso g lorious cuorypes:
this, Adjudicator Jobhu Thomysg dmet;
e peraonally at the luet nighy of the
vonte:t, sayiug, “*You wery third in
the muie volce com petitiun apy first
this e1de the vcean.’” The repyry of the
us jualeators on this contest was falr
aud inlellsgent, gIving each part its
ule pralse aDu ceurure.

THE MAIN QONTEST
though* calling for a bhigher grode
wark all aruund, was not ep oatiafactory
1L suy respect irom the rendering to
the aujudicstion, the former veing
vis & imuch higbher plaue thap the
futter. ¥

While the Penvsylvauia choirs are
macuiffveut bodivs of singers, uuder
tnders who bave & UoZsn i« es ut
least led them o viciory or defeul Bt
previvus contests, on these aud pimilar
choruses, ibelr sloging ou the who'e
was JisBppulnting, their ehading es—
pecially belng furced, Uunatural and
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