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There is a passage which will be found
in one of the epistles of John, the substance
of which I will repeat: “Every spiritithat
confesses not that Jesus is the Christ is not
of God.” I may not have given youthis
p word for word, as it is recorded,

but I have given you the substance of it a8
laid down in the scriptures. It is well
known by all readers of the scripturesthat
in every age of our world mankind have
had to contend against a power which is in
opposition to the Almighty, It seems that
our world is Jinfested wita those spirits of
darkness which were, in the beginning,east
down from the Almighty, in cousequence
of their rebellion sgainst Him; and in
every age of the world these wicked spirits
have manifested themselves, and especially
when the priesthood has been upon® the
earth and a dispensation has been commit-
ted from Heaven to man; then all hell has
seemed to be in an uprear,and the power of
all the fallen angels made nanifest.
Hence, it is written, somewhere in the New

Tﬂsmmant.,l that “we wrestla not agzinst
tleshand blood merely, but against spirit-
ual wickedness in high places,”” We not
only have to meet with wicked men, and
the power of the devil manifested in them,
but the Saints of God have always had to
meet with maniféstations of power from
beneath—powers not ordained of God, and
which are ealeulated, if possible, to deceive
the very elect.

Now thereare in existence two great
powers? one is of God, including all the
neavenly host—the angels and celéstial
beings who dwell in the presence of God
and partake of His glory, holding power
and authority from Him td go forth and
minister according to Mis command. The
ather power isan enemy to God; it is the

ower of that bemg who rebelled against

in heaven, and sought to take posses-
sion of the throne of the Almighty. Ac-
cording to the history that is given of this
event, a ganeral conncil was held in heaven
about the time of the creation of this earth.

In that council there was a personage
-;Ellad an angel, who stood in anthority in
the presence of God; and when the (ues-
tion was asked, “Who shall go forth and
redeem mankind' Lucifer, the Son of the
Morning, this angel who stood in the pre-
sence of God, answered and =said, **Here am
[, sendme; I will go forth and redeem all
mankind, that not one soul shall be lost."
Iiut the Only Begotten Son of the Father,
who was with the FFather from the begin-
ning, replied and said, “Father, thy will ba
flone, and the glory be thine forever.” And
here a rebellion rose up between Satan, the
Son of the Merning, and the Son of the liv-
ing God, as to the redemption of mankind.

" One sought to destroy the plan of God and

the agency that the Lord intended to give
to intelligent beings, and to redeem them
whethker thoy would be redeemed or wmot:
and because he considered that his plan
was 50 good before theHeavens,and so niuch
superior to the plan that God had devised,
sdid he, “Surély I will do it; wherefore
give me thine hongor, which is the power of
%&nd.” That is, he sought to obtain the
hrone of the Almighty, and to rarry out
his own purposes in prelerence t;:lyi ding
to the purposes and power of the Almighty,
This rebellion became so greaf, and the
influence of itsspread so rapidly among the
heavenly host, that una-t.h]ird part of that
heavenly throng, I mean the spirits, re-
belled against God and followed the evil
desi and purpose of this an No
doubt some of them thought that they could
accomplish their design; for they hadnota
knowledge of the future designs and
purposes of God, only in a small degres,
and mnlequ&lﬂiathegr supposed tha$ their
plan was better than thatof the Almigbty;
and in this great rebellion the Lord caused
Satan, or Luecifer, the Son of the Morning,.
and those who followed him, to be cass out
of heaven.,

We may form some little caleulaticn of
the vast numbers thus thrown out of
Heaven, when we consider that they were
one-third ofall the spirits that wére born,
intended for this creation. Only two-thirds
kept their first estate, and they have phe
great privilege of coming here to this
creation and taking badies of flesh and
bones, tabernacles wherein their
may &wall, to prepare themselves
more glorions state of existence hereafter,
If; then, only two-thirds of the hosts of
heaven are to come toour earth to ta a-
cle in the flesh, we may form some ided of
the vast number who fell, Already our
earth has teemed for six thousand
with numberless millions of human beings
whose spirits existed before the foundation
of the world. Thosewho now exist proba-
bly number one thousand or twelve hun-
dred millions. Twelye hundred millions
of spirits now dwelling in mortal flesh!
Think of the immense nmmbers who must
have preceded us and the myriads who are
1o enga’! These are the two-thirds who

kept their first estate, Their num

probably, cannot be less than two han
thousand millions, leaving, as an approxi-

m? estimate, one hundred thousand

m

were castout from heaven and ‘banished
to this creation, baving no privilege of

fleshly taberracles

x

ns of rebellious spirits or devils who |
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kIt was in the Garden of Eden that the
devil, or one of these foul spirits, entered
intoa certain or beast, A ser-

t, and came before our first ts and

iled them, and they suffered shem-
selves to partake of the forbidden fruit. If
then, they were in the earth as early as the
Garden of Eden, no doubt they have been
bere frem that day to this, and that the
earth is the place of their habitation, They
wander to and fro im the earth seaking
whom they may devour! Only think of a
‘hundred devils to every being that now
exists onthe earth, .

Though these spirits had not the full
knowledge of the Almighty; though they
had not that superior knowledge _that
reigns in the bosowm of the Son ef y and
of many that stood in His presence, yot
they had great information before their fall,
They had stood in the presence of God, and
uad, no deubt, learned many thiogs from
His own mouth. How long they had been
in His presence it is not for us to say, God
bas not revealed it. But they had great
.experience. Iam speaking f the know-
ledge and the cunning that these enemies
of (vod posskssed when they were cast down
here to the earth. They have cunning
beyond what you have ever seen manifested
by the children of men. They caun, at
times, apparemtly, be perfest gentlemen
when they enter the tabernacles of the
children of men., They ean become, ap-
parently, very pious, and, if you could not
discern spirits, you wounld think, from the
manifestations of devils, when in the tab-

were perfect angels on earth. -

The devil operates in every cgnceeivable
form, and this is »hat the apostle meant
when he said “We do not merely wrestle
against flesh and blood, but also zgninst
principalities and powers.”” We have
enemies far more powerful than men to
contend against. The devil has mot the
power to take full possession of thé taber-
nacles of human creitures, unless they
give way to him and his intluence to that
degree that he gets power over them. Bat
we have not time now to trace the history
of the powers of darkness in early ages:
but will briefly state, that they did show
forth their power in ancient fimes.

Mo=es was called of God and ordained to

chisedec, by the hands of his father-in-law,
Jethro, and sent forth with power and an-
thority into Egypttoseek after the welfare
of the seed of Abraham, Isaacand Jacob, in
bondage there. Justas soon as th® Almighty
began to manifest Himself throush the
power of the legal priesthood,so spon these
opposite p{;lfﬂ'r!-l began to work whenever
they eould find a chance; and the individ-
nals through whom they worked were the
prifcipal men of Egvpt, the most popular
men they had in their midst,—the priests,
magicians, and astrologers were the unes
through whom Satan matifested this oppo-
sita power. His design, no doubt, was to
frustrate or destrov the influence of the
miracles, signs and wonders that wers
made manifest by Moses affiong the peo-
ple of God for their redemption, Hence
when Moses eamé before Poaraoh Yo cast
down his stall and it was turned into a sor-
pent, or into something having the appear-
ance of a serpent, and was'full of life and
animation. That was a great miracle that
the Lord saw proper, on that ocecasion, to
manifest before this wicked king, that he
might have what he had desited, for he had
azked for a rign, and the Lord eranted it.
But immediately others were called by the
king,—the magicians, soothsayers and
those whom Satan had gained power and
influence over, and they were commanded
to show what they could do. They cast
down their rods and they likewize became
serpgnts. %

Now, here was a manifestation of similar
power,—3oses’ rod became a serpent and
the rods of the magicians also became ser-
pents; but by and by Moses’ rod swallowed
up the rods of the magicians, What did
that prove? In the estimation of wicked
men like the king of Iizypt and his sub-
_leeta, it was nothing more than the extend-

ng of this power had in possession by the
magicians, They did not look upon ithsa
distinet and se te power, becanseth
had not the spirit to discern, the spirit of
the Lord was not withthem, and they conld
not discern the difference. But there were
manifested on that occasion two distinet
#d separate powers, sosimilar in their ef-
fects,that none butthose who lived near unto
God and understood the workings of the
holy spirit, could detect the difference be-
tween them, :

A succession of wonderful manifesiations
of the power of God was made through
Moses, and in all, save two or three in-
stances, the mngicinnn{lm likewise. What
would naturally be the conelusion at which
wicked men wonld arrive under sneh cir-
| camstances? They wounld naturally say,
**here is Moses, who has been brought p
in all the learning of the Egyptians and he
is more advan ‘than our magicians; he
has learned lessons that they have not yet

would decide that it was all by the same
spirit, and would not acknowledge
the finger ofGod in it.

That may be a sample to all people in
future generations in manifestations of
these powers, The wicked cannot discern
and comprehend the difference between
these two powers. If wo Dbelieve that
there is a God andaheavenly hoststandin
in His presence, to do his behests, we
must believe in the® manifestations of di-

ernacles of many . individuals, that ithey | §

the holy priesthood after the order of Mel- |

| boy to the priests and the religious socie-

€Y | Lrought

acquired,” consequently men of that stamp | w

£ | what God had revealed to

-

vine power; and ifwe 'n.ulim that there are
fallen spirits who have been cast down to
this earth, we must also believe that they
will manifest their po ust as far as
they are sutfered or permi But we do
not wish to dwell too long upon tha history
of we want to come down more
immediately to our own time,.

I now n&pul to the a and to the mid-
dle- this assem ‘Iig and I will ask
them this one question * hat wils the con-
dition of the world forty years ago in re-
gard to miraculous manifestations of
power, and to new. revelation?’ _ I
am now speaking of the Christian world at
large, Did they believe that God would
perform any miracles in our day? The old
and the middle-aged know that the whole
world had come to the conclusion that
there was no such thing as supernatural
power to be made manifest in our times,
That was the almost universal belief among
the children bf men. Wheh you talked to
them about new revelation, they consider-
ed the ver_}rmiden of such a t a folly.
Tradition had tanght them and their -

ers for many generations, that the book,
called the Old and New Testament, con-
tained al*that God ever did reveal or ever.

would reveal to the haman family. This
notion was not peculiar to some fow classes
of Christian soeiety, but it was almost uni-
versal throughout Christendom. Such g
thing as new revelation was discarded by
them, ail over the world. Said they, “the
canon of scripture is “all, it is complete,
and it isthe very height of blasphemy to
uppose that God would give any more!"

'This was the condition.of mankind be-
fore this Church arose, forty years ago,
By and by an obseure individual, a young
man, rose up, and; in the midst of all
Christendpom,proclaimed thestartling news
that God had sentan engel to him; that
through his faith, prayers, sud sincere re--
pentance ‘he had beheld =& supernatural
vision, that he had seen =z pillar of fire de-
scend from heaven, and sdw two glorious
personages clothed upon with this pillar of
fire, whose countenance shone like the
sun at noonday; that he heard one of these
personages say, pointing to the other,
**This is my beloved Son, hear ye him.”
This cecurred before this young man was
fifteen years of age; and it was a startling
annguncemnient to make in the midst of a
generation so completely given up to the
traditions of their tathers; and when this
was prociaimed by this young, unlettered
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ties in the State of New York,they langhed
him to seorn. " “What!" gaid they, “visions
and revelations in our day! God speaking
to men in our day!” They looked upon
him asdelnded; they pointed the fioger of
scornat him and warned their com
ticns against him. ““I'he canon of seripture
is closed up; no more communientions are
to be expected from heaven. The gncients
saw heavenly visiorfs and personages;
they heard the voice ofthe Lord; they wera
inspired by the Holy Ghost toreceive reve-
lations, but behold ne such thing is to be
giﬁ:en to man in our day, neither has there

een for many generations past.” 'This was
the style of the remarks made by religion-
ists forty years ago.

This young man , some fout years after-
wards, was visited again by an holy angel.
It was not merely something speaking in
the dark; il was not something wmppm% up
in mystery, with no glory attending it, but
a glorious angel whose countenance shone
like a vivid flash oflightning, and who wasY
arrayed in a white robe, and stoed before
him, This young man saw the counten-
ance of the angel; he saw his person and
his glory and rejoiced therein. This angel
revealed to him some great realities; not
mysterions or dark sayings, covered uip
without any particular information, light
or knowledge, but certain realitivs were
made manifest to him concerning the an-
cient inhabitants of thi# land. This angel
told him that they were a bLranch of the
Houso of Israel; that they kept smored and
holy records; that those records were kept
by prophets and inspired men; that they
were deposited, some fourteen centuries
ago, alter the nation had fallen into wicked-
ness, by one of their last prophets, and that
the time was at hand for tlam record to be

forth by the gift and power of God.
Here, was a reality;—something
great and glo and after haying receiv-
¢d from time to time, visits from these
¥ orious person and talking with them,
as one man would talk with another, face
to face, beholding their glory, he was per-
mitted to go and takethese plates from the
place of their deposit,—plates of
cords, some of which were made nearl
siX hundred years before Christ. An
then, to show still further a reality, some-
thing tangible, the Urim and Thummim, a
glorious instrament, used by ancient seers,
was also obtained with the record, through |
which, by the gift and power of the Ho
Ghost and by the commandment of Al-
mighty God, he translated that record into
cur langnage, and the book was published
in the fore tﬁ“ of the year 1830,
Durin translation, before the book
ublished, when the prophei came to-
wards the latter of the record, he dia-
covered that the ancient inhabitants of this
continent were baptized in a certain
by those having authority from Almighty
God. He felt anxious to know how he, in
connection with his scribe, Oliver Cowdery,
might participate in the blessings of this
holy ordinapce. They very well knew,from
them, and from
what they had undersiuod by translating

¥
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was no man in all Christendom that bhad
authority to ba them. They were anx-
ious to know how they might be baptized,
and how the authority might be restored.
They went out into a grove, and j
secret prayer, and the Lord sentan holy
angel to them, a man who once dwelt on
the earth, and held the priesthood of his
fathers, according to the promise of God to
the lineage of Aaron, Jouhn the Baptist,
the fore-runner of Christ, who was behead-
ed by Herod—John who preached repent-
ance and baptism for the remission of sinsg,
camgto Joseph and to Oliver Cowdery, as
a istering angel.

Perhaps you may inguire here: Was John
without a tabernacle? Was he a spirit or
‘was he a personage of tabernaecle, of flesh
and bones? Wae all know that Lhe was, be-
headed before the crucitixion of Christ;and

ed in

irgnu wish'to know the condition of John"
W

‘hen he came to Joseph and Oliver, read
the appendix to the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants; and you will find that Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and many others, who
are named there, among whom was John
the Baptist, were with Christ in His resur-
rection; that is, they came forth in'the first
rﬁnuHrE;ecHﬂn, affﬁa tir;xt? ai%J ?11; receiv-
el body. out od the graves
of the Faints were opened and mf:t:‘; of
them came forth. John was amongst them;
and he held, legally, the power, keys and
Eréaathnoﬂ, bestowed upon the lineage of

father, Aaron.
What did John do, when he appeared te
Brothers Joseph Smith andOliver Cowdery?

| He did not go forth into the water to bap-

tizé them, as he did adciently in the Jor-
dan; but he gave the authorlty to them to
baptize—he |aid his handsu their heads
and ordained them. Thus the hands of an
immortal being—a man sent fromm Heaven
—were laid upon their heads!. They were
ordained to that same priesthood that John
himself held, with the promise and predic-

tion that that pries should not be
t.atimg from the earth while the earth should
stand.

They were commanded to be baptized,
and haviag.received the authority to ad-
minister the ordinance, they went forth
and baptized each other, en the 15th of
May, 1829, nearly one year before the rise
of this Chureh, which took placeon the 6th
of April, 1830, Prior to the last mentioned
date the Lord bestowed authority upon
His servants to officiate in still higher or-
dinances than those pertaining to the
Aaronie priestbhood. That priesthood conld
administer baptism for the ission of
sins, but it had no power or authority to
administer the spiril, But there was a
}Jrlﬁsmm}d that had that power and anthor-
ty. John speaks of another priesthood

“there is one cbming after me mightier
than 1. He holds a prissthood greater than
that which has Dheen bestowed upon me,
namely,the priesthood of Melchisedee. He
shall baptize you with fire and the Holy
Ghost, I can| only!administer in the out-
ward ordinance: I have not the right to
administer to you this higher ordinanece,”’
1t was s with, Joseph Smith and Oliver.
Cowdery: they ‘could only haptize with
water until they received a priesthood
greater than that which John the Baptist
held, And when the Lord was about to
organize His Chureh He preparad them by
serding men who had once been.here on
the earth—namely, Peter, Jamesand John,
to bestow upon them this higher priest-
hood.

How did these colestial personages come?
Did they come manilesting themselves $y
amere voice, or beliind some soreen as it
were? No, tfla}rcnma personally, in their
glory, 'They nof only manifested their per-

greater than that which he held. Said he: °

sons and their glory, but they also spoke
and gave them the Melchised ' ood,
wh equiva- *

and the holy ap-uatleahig,
lent to that® priesthood, and eommanded
them to organize and build up the Church
of God on the earth, and to adminisier by
the laying on of hands, to those who were
sincerely baptized in water, that they
might be baptized with the greater baptismn
—of fire and the Holy Ghost,

" Here then was astccession of manifesta-
tions of power from the celestial abode.
God did not suffer, in those days, Satan to
make manifestations of his power in a very
great degree. No such things as spirit
rappings in those days! Nosuch thing as
planchette—a little heart-shaped wooden
thing that the devil makes use of in giving
revelations, in those days’. No such thing
as tables dancing about the room by the
power of satan in those days! Ne such
as a power siezing u the hands of
a man and using them independent of his
control to write out what were termed
revelations, in those days! But why didu’t
the devil manifest these powers luﬁf be-
fore that time? Because God would not
suffer him: the devil is under the control of
the Almighty in some respects. He has
fallen, and the Lord will not suffer him to
go any further than He permits; and when
the people have not the gospel and priest-
hmg in their midst, and light and know]-
edge from the heavens He will not suffer
the devil to show forth his power to deceive
and lead them ; therefore He deter-
minedrsthat the preliminary manifestations
should coms from the celestial world, and
that the priesthood with its power and ‘an-
thority, should be given from on high, De-
fore He would sufler the devil to come in
and manifest his strong delusions!

Saffice it _to say, the Church Was organ-
jized, individuals were baptized by water
and with the Holy Ghost, and when they

the main portion of the reeord, that there

were filled with the Hol Ghost they were



