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there Is a passage which will be found
in one of the epistles of john the substance
of which I1 will repeat every spirl
confesses not that jesus is the christ is not
of god I1 may not hahaveve given you this
passage word furlur word as it is recorded
but I1 have given youyon the substance of it as
laid down in the scriptures it is well
known by all readers of ghethe scriptures that
in every ago of our word mankind have
had to contend against a power which is I1inn
oppositionontoto the almighty it seems thadthat
bur world is infested with mitose spirits of
darkness which were in the be inning cast
downdowndowa from the almighty iiiin consequence
of their rebellion him and inevery age of the world these wicked spirits
have manifested themselves and especially
when the priesthood has beep upon the
earth and a dispensation has been commit-
ted from weavenheaven to man then all hell has
seemed to betoe in an uproar and the power of
all the fallen angels made manifest
hence it is written somewhere in the new
testament that we wrestle not against
lleshflesh and blood merely butbat against spirit
ual wickedness iain high places we not
only have to meet with wicked men anandanad
the power of the devil manifested in them
but the saints of god have always had ttomeet with manifestations of power from
beneath powers not ordained of god and
which are calculated it11 possible to deceive
the very elect

sowsownow there are in existence two great
powers one is of god including all the
heavenly host the angels and celestial
beings who dwell in the presence of god
and partake of illshis glory holding power
and authority from himrini totol go- forth and
minister according to llisilia command the
otherether power Is an enemy to god it is the
power of that beinbeing whowiio rebelled against
him in heaven and sought to take posses-
sion of the throne of the almighty ac-
cording to the history that is given of this
event a general council was held in heavenheaved
about the time ofbf the creation of this earth
in that council there was a personage
called an anangelanzelelchowho stood in authority intheme presence of god and when the ques
tion was asked who shall go forth and
redeem mankind lucifer the son of the
morning this angel who stood in the pre-
sence of god answered and said hero am
1I send me I1 will go forthnorth and redeem all
mankindin that not one soul shall be losioslostt 12

bat theonleythothe Only begotten sonsort of the father
who was with thethatheeatherfather from the begin-
ning replied and saidgaid father thy will benonesone and the glory be thine forever andhere a rebellion rose up between satan theson of the morning and the son of the liv-
ing god as to the redemption of mankind
one sought to destroy the planplarl of god and
the agencymeney that apethe lord intended totoivotolvorivegive
to intelligent beings and to redeem them
whether they would be redeemed or not
and because he considered that his planpianpimalm
was so goodbefore so
superior to the plan that god had devised
saidsaia he surosurelySurdsurelyly I1 will do it wherewhereforekore
give me thine honor which is the power ofgodgod

11 that is behe sought to obtain the
tthrowronse of the almighty andano to barrytarry out
his own purposes in prelepreferencerence to yieldingfieldintato the purposes and power of the almiaimialmightyIFhty
this reberebellionlonion became so great andsad the
influence of noIt spread so rapidly among the
heavenly host that one third part of that
heavenly throng I1 mean the spirits re-
belled against god and followed the evil
design and purpose of this angel no
doubt some of them thought that they could
accomplish their design for they had not a
knowledge of the facture designs and
purposes of god only in a small degree
and consequently thethey supposed that their
plan was better than thathatK of the almaimalmightyity
and in this great rebellion the lord caused
satan or lucifer the son of the morning
and those who followed him to be cast outoat
of heaven

we may form some little calculation of
the vast numbers thus thrown out of
heaven when we consider that ttheyey were
one third cfall thotha spiritsspirit that weretreare born
intended for this creation only two thirds
crept their first estate and they have jilsillshe
great erivprivilege of coming here to this
creation and takingin bodies of flesh anandd
bones tabernacles wherein their spirits
may dwell to prepare themselves lorfor a
more gloriousdrigus state ofexistence hereafter
if thenen only two thirds of the hosts of
heaven are to come to our earth to taberna-
cle in thetha flesh we may form some idehidea of
the vast number who fell already our
earth haabaa teemed for six thousand yearsyeats
with numberless millions of human beings
whose spirits existed before the foundation
of the world those who now exist proba
bly number one thousand orr twelve hun-
dred millions twelve hundred millions
of spirits now dwelling in mortal flesh
think of the immense who must
havehate preceded usanaasanaus ind the myriadsmyriads who are
totoctoecomeloniel these are the two thirds who
kepthept their first estate their numbers
probably cannot be lesslesa than two hundred
thousand millions leaving as an approxi-
mate estimate one hundred thousand
minionsmillions of rebellious spirits or devils who
were cast out from heaven and tanibanishedshed
totals creatcreationioui having no privilege offfleshly

it was in the garden of eden that the
devil or one of these foul entered
into a certain animal or betbeast calleded a ser-
pent and came before our firfirstt parentsarents and
beguiled them and they susummeredsufferedsrenea them-
selves to partake of the forbidden fruit if
then they were in the earth as early as the
garden 0oflk eden no doubt they have been
here fremfrom that day to this and that the
earth is the place of their habitation they
wander to and fro isin the earth seeking
whom they may devour only think of a
hundred devils to every being that now
exists on the earth

though these spirits bad not the fulifull
knowledge of the almighty though theyther
had not that superior knowledge that
reigns in the bosom of the son ofgodagod and
of many that stood inirk his presence yet
ttheye had great information before ttheirtheiuderfallfallfali
theye had stood in the presence of god and
had no doubt learned many things from
hishigmownown mouthauth how long they had been
in his presence it iais not for us to say god
has not revealed it but they hadbad great
experience lam speaking of
ledge and the cunningcanning thadthat these enemies
ofgod they were cast down
here to the earth theythem have cunning
beyond what ever seen manifested
by the children of men they can at
times apparently be gentlemen
when they enter the tabernacles of thetha
children of men they can become ap-
parentlyparently very pious and ifyou could not
discern spirits you would think fromfromfron the
manifestations of devils when in the tab
lernfern acles of many individualslz that theyahey

angels on earth
the devil operates in every conceivable

form and this Is hat the apostle meant
when he said we do not merely wrestle
against flesh and blood but also againstalastalastalp
principalities and powers we have
enemies far more powerful than men to
contend agaagainstast tnietrietl-e devil hahas not the
power to taketako fallfailfall possession of thethop taber-
nacles of human creatures unless they
give way to him and his influence to that
degree that he gets power over them but
wwe have not time now to trace the historyy
of the powers of darkness in early ages
but will briefly state that they did show
forth their power in ancient times

moseshoses was called of god and ordained to
the holy priesthood after the order of

by the hands of hishia father in lawliw
jethro andandans sent forth with power and au-
thority into egypt to seek after the welfare
of the seed ofabraham isaacisaae and jacob in
bondage there justna soon astige almighty
began to manifest himself through the
power of the legal priesthoodso soon these
opposite popowersers beganbegali to work whenever
they could tindfind a chance and the individ-
ualsnals through whom they worked were the
pritiprincipalcipal ianmen of egypt the motmost popular
men they had in their midst the priestsprfeatsteats
magicians and ers were tietoe ones
throught U whomvhom satan matuimatulested this oppaoppe
site power his designI1 no doubt was to
frustrate or destroydestros the influence of the
miracles signs and wonders that were
made manifestwestfest hyby loseshoses amongadlong the peo-
ple of god for thether emptionredemptionled nencehence
when mosesMosea canua before pharaoh hoifo cast
down bishis staff and it was turned into a sersera
pent or intoinfo something having the appear-
ance of a serpent and wastellwastull of ilfeirie and
animation that was a great miracle that
the lordlaora saw proper on that occasion toto
manifest before this wicked king that hemight have what he had desidesiredfedked torfor he had
asked for a sign and the lord granted it
but immediately others were called by the

klugkingjang the magicians soothsayers and
thosethoso whom satansatah had gained power and
itilinfluenceluence over and they were commanded
to show what they could do they cast
down their rods and they likewise became
serpents 46aak

now here was a manifestation ofsimilar
power moses rod became a serpent and
the rods of the magicians also became ser-
pents but by and by moses rod swallowed
up the rods of the magicians what didtthatthaia proverove inin the estimation of wicked
men likeike the kinghing of egypt and hishia sub-
jects

sub-ject etwasit was nothingnoth ingmoremore than the extend-
ing of this power hadbad in possession by the
magicians theywhey did not look upon maswasit as a
distinct and separate power because they
had not the spirit to discern the spirit of
theLord waswag not with them and they could
not discern the difference nutbut there were
manifested on that occasion two distinct
aadaid separate powers so similar in their efcf

nonenon e but those who livednear unto
god and understood the workings of the
holyboly spirit could detect the difference be-
tween them

A succession ofwonderful manifestations
of the power oftit god was made throughU
moses and in all save two or ahrthreea I1in-
stances the magicians did likewise whwhat
would naturally be the conclusion atchic
wicked men would arrive under sucasnell cir-
cumstancescumstances they would naturally say

hereherff is moses who has been brought up
in all the learning of the egyptians and heIs moromore advanced thanthanthau our magicians hobe
has learned lessons that they have not yet
acquired 1 consequently men of that stamp
would decide that it was all by the same
spirit and therthey would not acknowledgeled ge
the fingerfinerfintintinerer in itthalmaythat maybebd a sample to all01 people jnn
futurafuture generations in the manifestations of
thes powerepowers the wicked cannot discern
and comprehend the difference between
these two powers if vt believe that
there is a god andandaabeaheavenlyvenly host standing
in his presence ready to do his behest sweswo
must believe in thoithol manifestations of dl

vine powpowerer and ifkoifwe believebelleve that there are
fallen spirits who have been cast down to
this earth we must also believe that they
will manifest their power just as far as
they are sunnsufferedered or permitted butbat we do
not wish to dwell too long upon thetag history
of past ages we want to come down more
immediately to our own time

I1 now appeal to the aged and to the mid
dle aged in this assembly and I1 will ask
them this one question what vaz the con-
dition of the world forty years ago inth re-
gard to miraculous manifestations of
power and to new revelation I1am now speaking of the christian world at
largelargo did they believe that god would
perform any miracles in our day theoldthe oldoid
and the middle aged know that the whole
world had come to the conclusion that
there was no such thing as supernatural
power to be made manifest in our times
that waswag the almost universal belief among
the children bf men when you talked totu
them about new revelation they consider-
ededthethe very idea ofot such a thing a folly
tradition had taught themtherit and their fath-
ers for many generations that the book
called the old and new testament con-
tained ablahat god ever did reveal or ever
would ieveatveal to thetheumanth human family this
notion was not peculiar to some fofew classes
of christian society but it was almost uni-
versal throughout christendom such a
thingthins as newnow revelation vaswas discarded by
them all over the world said they the
canon of scripture is fall it is complete
andalid it is the very heightheh lit ifor blasphemy to
supposeu appose that god would give any more

this was the conditionof mankind be-
fore this church arose forty yearsfearsears ago
by and byanby an obscure individualuaI1 a ayoungyoung
man rose up andandi in thetha midst of allarl

the startling news
that god had sent an angel to him that
through his naithfaith prayers sadand sincere re-
pentancepen tance heher had beheld it supernatural
vision that he had seen a pillar of fireda

from heavenbeaven and SAW two glorious
personages clothed upon with this pillar of
fireanre whose countenance shone ilkelikelikeilke the
sun at noonday that he heard one of these
personages sasayhay pointing to the other

0 this is my beloved son hearheat yeyohim
this occurred before this young man was
fifteen years of age and it was a startling
alingannouncement to make in the midst of a
generation EOso completely given up to the
traditions of their lathersfathers and when this
was proclaimed by this young unlettered
boy to the priests and the religious socie-
ties in the suteyute ofofnernevineni York they laughed
him to scorn what saidsald they9 visions
and revelations in our dayl goigolgod speaking0tomto innlaniana I1 in our daydayis they looked upon
him as deluded they pointed thothe finger of
scorn at him and warned their congrega-
tions against him the canon of scripture
is closed up cono more communicationscommunicationearosaresaro
to be expected from heaven the ancients
saw heavenly visions and persopersonagesnages
they bearaheard the voice ofthe lord they were
inspired by the holy ghost to receive reve-
lations but behold no such thingthina is to be
9ilveniven to man in our day neither has there

een for many generations pastpasit ibis was
the style of the remarks made tyby religion-
ists forty years ago

this young man some nouhfout yearsears after-
wards was visited againagam by an lolyholy angel
it was nonotnov merely something speaking in
the dark it was not something wrapped up
in mystery with no glory it but
a glorious angelanelan el whose countenance shoneebone
likeme a vivid flashfish oflightning and who
arrayed in a white robe and stood before
him athislis young man saw the counten-
ance of the angel he saw his person and
revealerh- ihisIS glorygloralel and rejoiced therein this angel
reveneverevealed to him some great realities not
mysteriousions or dark sayings covered ftp
without anyauy particular information light
or knowledge but certain realities were
made manifest to him concerning the an-
cient inhabitants of thi land this angel
told him that they were a branch ofdf thehouse of israel that they kept sacredsarea andholy records that those records were kept
by prophets and inspired men that they
were depositeddeposited some fourteen centuries
aboagoago after the nation had fallen into wicked-
ness by one of their last prophets and that
thetile time was at hand for tiusthis record to be
brought forth by the gift and power ofgod

here then was a reality something
great and glorious and after haying receivereceiv-
ed from ilmetime to time visits from these
gorious personagesand talking with them
as one man would talk with another face
to face baholdinbeholdingbeholdin F their glory he was per-
mitted to go and takethese plates from the
place of their deposit plates of gold re-
cords some of which were made nearly
six hundred years benorebefore christ and
then to show still furtherfarther a reality some-
thing tangible the arim and Thum mim a
glorious instrument used by ancient seers
was also obtained with the record through
which by the gift and power of the holyghost and by the commandment ofalof al
mighty god befie translated that record into
ourcur language and the book was published
in the fore part of the year 1830

duringdarin the translation before rhehe book
was published when the prophet came to-
wards the latterutter part of the record he di
covered that the ancient inhabitantsinhabitanta of this
continent were zedin a certain way
by those having authority from almighty
god he felt anxious to know how he in
connection with his scribe oliver cowdery
might participate in the blessings of OsthIs
holycolyorordinanceinace they very well knew from
what god had revealed to them and from
what they had understood by translating
the mainmaln portion of the record that there

was ho man in all chchristendomMmendom thatthat hadbad
authority to baptize them they were anx-
ious to know how they might be baptized
and howhaw the authority might be restoredthey went out into a grove and joined in
secret prayer and thetha lord sent an holy
angel to them a man who once dwelt oaon
the earth and held the priesthood of his
fathers according to the promise of god to
the lineage of aaron john the baptist
the forerunnerfore runner of christ who was behead
ed by herodHerodJohnjohn who preached repent-
ance and baptism for the remission of sinssing
carnacametoito joseph and to oliver cowdery as
a ministering angel

perhaps you may inquire here was john
without a taberlabertabernaclenaelenabie was hohe a spirit or
was he a personage of tabernacle of flesh
and bones we all know that he was be
headed before the crucifixionionlon of ChrichristaudchristanaChrististandand
I1iff youyonddn know the condition of john
when hahe came to joseph and oliver read
the appendix to the book of doctrine andcovenants andana yonyou willwiil find that abraham
isaaeisaac jacob joseph and many others who
ardiarri named there among whom was john
the baptist wereverewere with christ in his resur-
rectionreereption that Is they came forth in the first
resurrection at the time that jesus receiv-
ed hishia body about thitthatperiod the graves
of the saints were opened and many of
them camecams forth john was amongst them
and he held legally the power keys and
niestElestpriesthoodhood bestowedbestowed upon thetha lineage of
hishig fatherlatherther aaron

what did john do when he appeared tato
brothers josephJosephS smithnuth andaudoliver cowdery
he did not go forth into thefee water to bap-
tize them as he did anciently in the jor-
dan but hohe gave ther authority to them to
baptize he laid his hands upon their heads
anand ordained them thus the hands of an
immortal beingsbeing a man sent from heaven

were laid upon their heads they were
ordained to that same priesthood that john
himselfheldbeld with the promise and predic-
tion thatthai that friesthpriesthoodocloil should not be
taken fromfroin the earth while the earth should
stand

they were commanded to be baptized
and havlac received the authority to ad-
minister the ordinance they went forth
and baptized each other on the loth ofmay 1829 nearly one year before the rise
of this church which took place on the ath
of april 1830 prior to the last mentioned
date the lord bestowed authority upon
his servants to officiate in still higher or-
dinancesdinances than those pertaining to the
aaronie priesthood that priesthood could
administer baptismsiaislat for the leremissionmission of t
sins but it had no power or authority to
administer the spirit but there was a
priesthood thatbadhad that power and author-
ity john speaks of another priesthood
greater than that which be held said he

there is one comingcaming after me mightier
than I he holds a greater than
that which has been bestowed upon me
namelythe priesthood of heshall baptize you with fire and thetha holyghosthostC I1 cantcani only administer in the out-
wardwilrd ordinance I1 have not the rightrighettoto
administer to yoayon this higher ordinance 11

it was so with joseph smith and oliver
cowderyCowderr they could only baptize with
waterater until they received a priesthood
greater than that which john the baptist
held and when the lord was about to
organize his church he prepared them by
sending men who had oneo beenbeenAhereheneereene on
the earth namnamelyely peter janesjames and john
to bestow upon them thasthis higher priest-
hood

how did these celestial personages come
did they come manimanifestingtestIng themselves by
a mere voice or behind some screen as itwere noisto they came personally in their
glory they not only manifested theirper-
sonsns aandaudd their glory but they also spoke
and galgaigave them the priesthood
and the holy apostleship chial is equiha
lent to that priesthood and colncoincommandedtilanded
them totd organize and build up the church
ofgod on the earth and to administer by
the laying on ofhandshands to those who were
sincerely baptized in watervater that they
might be baptized with the greater baptism

affireof nirefire and the holy ghost
here then was asacsaesuccessioncession of manifesta-

tions ofor power from the celestial abodegod did not suffer in those days satan to
make manifestations of his power in a very
great degree no such things aaas spirit
rapmappingspings in thosethosa days no such thing as

ettea little heart shaped wooden
thing that thothe devil makes use ofornoanin giving
reveisrevelsrevelationstiong in those days kono such thing
as tables dancing about the room by the
power onsorsot satanatall in those days sono such
thing as a power slewing upon the hands of
a man and using them independent of his
control to write out what were termed
revelationsin those days but why
the devil manifest these powers longiong be-
fore that time because god would not
suffer him the devil is under the control of
the almighty in some respects he has
fallen and the lord will not suffer him to
go any furtherfarther than he permits and when
thehe people have not the gospel and

in their midst and light and knowl-
edge from the heavenheavens ilehe willwiil not suffer
the devil to show forth his powerpower to deceive
and lead them astrayastr therefore he deter
mined that the preliminary manifestations
should come from the celestial world and
that the priesthood with its power anaand an-
tho

au-
thoritythority should be given from on high tleile
fore ilehe would sunnbunnerer the devil to cainecome in
and manifest his strong delusionsdelusionst

suffice it to say ththe church isaivawass argauorgan-
ized individuals were baptized by water
and with the lloynoyhoy ghost and when they
vereeraereera filled Nwithith the ilovho ghoghostt they were


