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RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services.

Religlous services were held ot the
Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday
February 14th, 1802, commencing at 2
p- m., President Angus M. Cannon
presiding,

The choir sang the hymn commenc-
ing:

' O'er the gloomy hills of darkness

Lock my soui, be still and goze,

Prayer was offered by Bishop F.
Kesler.

The choir sang:

While of those cmblems we pariake
1n Jesue’ name and for His sake.

The Priesthood of the Twentioth
Ward officiated in the administration
of the Bacrament.

ELDER JOSEPH [l. DEAN

was then called to nddress the congre-
gation. The speaker, baving upex-
pectedly been called upon te occupy
some time of the perviper, felt hisown
weakness, but would rely on the faith
and prayers of the Bainle to have
tbe aspistance of the Holy Spirit from
whom all intelligence tiows.

Ag n peopie the Saints are in many
respects peculiar to the world, Even
the congregaltion gathered here this af-
ternoon,made up a8 it is of representa-
tives of many nations of the earth, 18 n
pecuiiarity. Here are people not only
from the United States, but from Eng-
land, Beotland, Wales, from Germany,
the Becaneinavian countries and from
the islan¢s of tnesea. All have been
led by the same Bpirit to embrace tbe
same (Gospel and to gather in ¢ne place.
This is one evidence of the divine
origin of the religion which Jozeph
8mith preached. For nothing but the
conviction that truth brings could en-
abte the Halnte to endure to be separ-
ated from fatber, mother, kindreds an«d
friende, and to come here in order to
learn about the ways of God and to be
led by leaders inepired by the Al
mighty. :

As u people, We belleve in the same

Gospel as  that  whicb  was re-
vealed by the Lord. We believe
in the eame kind of repentance,

the samae baptism, the same nrdinance
of laying on of hands. We believe in
the same resurrection and liold that
we, if faithful, shail enter the same
kingdom of God over which Jesus
reigns. We believe in the same glifts
that were originally promlsed to those
who believed, viz.: bealing of the sick,
tong uer, interpretatlon of tongues, ete.
For this reason we are often considered
to be a peculiar people by other religious
bodies who do not belleve in these
things,

The speaker would meuntlon another
‘‘peculiarity.”? We believe that a man
should not serve as a minister in the
ordinances of the (dospel unless he be
called to this offiee by Gud. This doce-
trine inny seem peculiar in this age,
but it was not sv considered formerly
by the people who hetter understood
the ways of the Lord. We read of
Muoeses that he, when he thought of be-
coming a leader of lasrael, shrank
from tge responsibility, But Gud ealled
hilm in a revelation and commissioned
him to this work. When Moees had
completed his work, be Inid his hands
on Joshua and conferied on him the
leadership, by divine command, Bam-

uei wug called by the Lord to bea
Prophet and to tauke the place of El.
The firet king of Fsrael and his succes-
sor were simlilarly ealled by God by
special revelalions. None of the
prophets in later ages assumed their
offices without divine command. Even
Jesus, the Bon of God, honored this
Iaw. The writer of the epistle to the
Hebrows gtates that none taketh this
honor unto himself, unless he be galled
of God as was Aaron. Anrol recejved
his calling from God through Moser,
and no one has the right to officiate in
the ordinances of (God, unless he be
simliarly called.

We beijeve in the Gospel as
established by Christ. But we
belicve also tkat tbe Church

after the death of the Apostles gradu-
ally apostatized from the Gospel insti-
tutions, so that the world floally was
left without the Gospel, and man-made
dootrines were, substituted for 1t.
Through the dark ages, the Church
was not on earth. Luther did a pgood
work in preparing the world for free.
dom, so thal the Church could again
be restored. Luther was a man of (God,
willing to etand by his convictions. He
wan educated s8 a Catholic priest and
he did hardly from the beginning con-
template the formation of & new sect.
Chis work was foreed upon him. He
reformed the Catholic religion ae well
a3 he could, but he never claimed to
have any revelation or to be called by
epecial revelation from God. He simply
did the best he could according to the
light bhe had.

Other reformers giflered from Luther
and established their churches much
a8 he had done and on similar author-
ity. Calvin did so, preaching his
peculiar doctrines and gaining tol-
iowers. John Wesley differed from
both these reformers, and be gained
niany followers and  established
another church. Now, Paul says, if
any preach another Gospel than he
had preached, let him be curs~d. The
Latter-day Baints believe thls, They
dare not preach another Gospel, There
should be but one fuith, as there is only
one Lord.

Joseph Bmith was taught that none
of the existing churches was the
church of God. He had been pray-
ing for wisdom according to %e
promise given, that he who asks
for wisdom shall ohtain it, It was the
will of God that Joseph should be the
ipstrument in the bands of the Lord
to establish the Church and be wns
therefore insplred to do as he did, aud
when he followed the admonitions
of the Bpirit and went but into the
woods to pray, he bad the remarkable
vision in whichthe Liord told him that
no sect on earth was right, but that all
were corrupt; and also that he should
rdceive further instructions In the fu-
ture, if he were faithful.

This promise was fulfllled when
angels visited him and guided him in
the eslablishment of thfs Chorch, A pril
6th, 1830, a work which bas grown in
strength and ipncreased wonderfuliy
ever sinue.

When the Elders go out and preach
the Gospel to the world, they some-
timea meet people who sk them for
signs and wonders. They assert that
it they could only see a sign, they
would believe. People who Lalk this
way, thereby ouly show their ignor
ance, for it Is written, that signs ehall
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follow those who believe, not o be.
fore faith, They are the reward ac-
corded to those who are faithful.
Miracles nlone never make men be-
lieve. The enemies of the people of
(God in Babylonin remained epemies,
notwithstanding the miraculous de-
liverance of Daunlel from the llons’ den
and the three children from the burn-

‘ing furnace. Those who nsk for signa

are tostly lmbued with the same
apirit which prompted the Jewslo
mook Christon the cross apd tell Him
tosave Himself, if He was the Sonof
God. The speaker had noted that peo--
ple, who claime d to have been con-
verled through miracles, would
constuntly - seek - for miraculous
manifestations, and when these
ceaged, their faith was gone,
tno.- They *would not stay in the
Church long. Faith should depend
on obedience to the Gospel and the
the testimony that is .sure to follow
obedience. The ways of the Lord are
understood only by the Bpirit of the
Lord And not by the spirit of man.
Hence we find that men at one time
can testify that they kpow this work
to be of God and then apostatize and
say they know no such thing. The
spiritof the Lord has left them and
with Him the testimony they had of
the truth. They ure like o man who
is out in darknees with his Inmp just
extinguished. To him the darkness is_
denser than if he never had bad a
light. Boit is with thote who have
lost thelr testimony through being un-
faithful to their God.

The speaker concluded his remarks
by earnestly expressing the hope that
the BRaints mnay remain faithful,
keep the commandments of God and
have their garments clean from the
corruptton that is threatening from the
world through all kinds of evil influ-
ences, and that the people of God .
might be kept pure nnd atand fArm to
the end.

ELDEH GEORUE M. CANNON

was then ealied to the stand. Like the
previous speaker, he.would claim an
interest in the faith and prayers of the
Baints, and he would not attempt to
gpeak without belng | rompted hy the
Bpirit ot God,

Elder Dean, he aald, has explained
some of the peculiaritiesof the Baints,
He has reminded us of the fact that
those who are gathered herc have come -
{from almost every clime; from almost
every sectlon of this country as well
as from countries abroad, and In
every case those who have embraced
the (Fuspel in reality have repented
of their 8ina, been baptized and have
had the hands of the Ilders iaid upon
them for the reception of the Holy
Bpirit. Bigns have also followed the
believers and every promise has been
fulfilled.

The view entertained by many lIs
that the Latter-day Baints are mnot
Christinns. The speaker had read
accounts written by travelers and in
which it was claimed that our religion
is hard!y any religion at all, or that it
is & non-Christian religlon. Thisisan
error. The Baints do belleve in the
principles which Christ proclaimed,
and we believe the Beriptures ns far as
they are correctly translated. 'The.
Saints have in reality more light upon
these subjecta than moet other people.
Yeut, weare willing to accord {o every-
hady full liberly of conseieoce and in-
fringe upon the rights of notody.



