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I1 sunday services
I1 religious services were held at the

tabernacle salt lake city sunday
februaryrebruBry 1892 commencing at 2
p m president angus M cannon
presiding

the choir sang the hymn commena
y

1 oer the gloomy hills of darkness
look my soul be still nd gaze

prayer was offered by bishop F
keelerJKeeler

the choir sang
while of these emblems we partake
in jesus name and for his sake

the priesthood of the twentieth
ward officiated in the administration
ofcf the sacrament

ELDER JOSEPH H DEAN

wasan then called to address the congre-
gation the speaker having unex-
pectedly been called upon to ococcupycupy
mecome time of the services felt 1118disown
weakness but would rely on the faith

luidand prayers of the saints to have
uetee assistance of the holy spirit from
whom all intelligence flows

As a people the saints are in many
peculiar to the world even

bhe congregation gathered here thisthio af
up as it is of representa-

tives of many nations of the earth is a
here are people not only

WOMoia the united states but from eng-
landland scotland wales from germany
the scandinavian countries and from
wie islands of ane rwasea allail have been
andiwai by the same spirit to embrace the
laba gostel and to gather in one place
mhthisis is one evidence of the divine

16originrigin of the religion which joseph
smith preached for nothing but the

Sr conviction that truth brings could en-
sar AW the saints to endure to be separ

1 eted from father mother kindreds and
Trien dB and to come here in order to
learn about the ways of god and to be
liedfed by leaders inspired by the Aal

Imighty
Asan a people we believe in the same

as that which was re-
vealed

re-
pealed by the lord we believe
ibitn the same kind of repentance
uethe samegame baptism the flame ordinance
liff layinglay ing on of hands we believe in
ibe bameme resurrection and hold that
V3 itif faithful shall enter the same
fchigdomdom of god over which jesus
rigbya we bellovebelieve in the same gifts
that were originally promised to those
abo believed viz healing of the sick
Aftgues interpretation of tongues etc
wrfor this reason we are often considered
ao40 bobe a peculiar people by other religious
bodice who do not believe in these
abines

the speaker would mention another
peculiarity il we believe that a man

should not serve as a minister in the
ordinances of the gospel unless he be
called to this office by god this doc-
trine may seem peculiar in this age
atit it was not so considered formerly
byb theoe people who hetterbetter understood
the ways of the lord we read of
faaeasee that he when he thought of b-
eening

ming a leader of israel shrank
in thehe responsibility but god
xi in a revelation and commissioned
mn to this work when moses had

completed hisbis work he laid hisbin handsbands
an a joshua and conferred on him the

k enship by divine command sam

uel was called by the lord to be a
prophet and to take the place otof elibit
the first king of israel and his succes-
soror were similarly called by god by
special revelations none of the
prophets in later ages assumed their
offices without divinecommand even
jesus the son of god honored this
law the writer of the epistle to the
hebrews states that none this
honor unto himself unless he be balled
of god as was aaron aaron received
hisbis calling from god through moses
and no one has the right to officiate in
the ordinances of god unless hebe be
similarly called

we believe in the gospel as
established by christ but we
believe also tytk at the church
after the death of the apostles gradu-
ally apostatized from the gospel ansti
tutions so that the world finally was
left without the Gogospelsprol and mauman made
doctrines were substituted for it
through the dark ages the church
was not on earth luther did a good
work in preparing the world for free-
dom so that the church could again
be restored luther was a man of god
willing to stand by his convictions he
was educated as a catholic priest and
he did hardly from the beginning con-
template the formation of a new sect
this work was forced upon him he
reformed the catholic religion as well
as he could but be never claimed to
have any revelation or to be called by
special revelation from god he simply
did the best he could according to the
light he had

other reformers differed from luther
and established their churches much
as he hadbad done and on similar author-
ity calvin did so preaching his
peculiar doctrines and gaining fol-
lowers john wesley differed from
both these reformers and he gained
many followers and established
another church nowmow paul says if
any preach another gospel than he
had preachedcl let him be cursedcursa the
latter day saints believe this they
dare not preachmeach another gospel there
should be but one faith asan there is only
one lord

joseph smith was taught that none
of the existing churches was the
church of god he had been pray-
ing for wisdom according to Auee
promise given that he who asksKII

for wisdom shall obtain it it was the
will of god that joseph should be the
instrument in the bands of the lord
to establish the church and he WAS

therefore inspired to do as he did and
when he followed the admonitions
of the spirit and went but into the
woods to pray he haddmd the remarkable
vision in which the lord told him that
no sect on earth was right but that all
were corrupt and also that he should
receive further instructions in the fu-
turetu re if he were faithful

thlethis promise was fulfilled when
angels visited him and guided him in
the establishment of tats church april
ath 1830 a work which has grown in
strength and increased wonderfully
ever simsincesimee

when the elders go out and preach
the gospel to the world they some-
times meet people who tuktu k them for
signs and wonders they assert that
itif they could only see a sign they
would believe people who talk this
way thereby only show their ignor-
ance for it is written that signs shall

follow those who believe not go be-
fore faith they sireare the reward ac-
corded to those who are faithful
miracles alone never make men be-
lieve the enemies of the people of
god in babyloniababeloniaBaby lonia remained enemies
notwithstanding the miraculous de-
liverance of daniel from the tonslions den
and the three children from the burn
ingin furnace those who ask for signs
are mostly imbued with the same
spirit which prompted the jews to
mock christ on the cross and tell him
to save himself if he was the son of
god the speaker had noted that peo
pie who clalee d to have been con-
verted through miracles would
constantly seek for miraculous
manifestations and when these
ceased their faith was gone
too they would not stay in the
church long faith should depend
on obedience to the gospel and the
the testimony that tois sure to follow
obedience the ways of the lord are
understood only by the 8spiritavirit of the
lord and not by the spirspirit of man
hence we find that men atoneat one time
caracan testify that they know this work
to be of god and then apostatize and
say they know no such thing the
spirit of the lord has left them and
with him the testimony they had of
the truth they are like a man who
tois out in darkness with hisbis lamp just
extinguished to him the darkness is
denser than if be never had bad a
light so it is with those who have
lost their testimony through being un-
faithful to their god

the speaker concluded hisbis remarks
by earearnestlyneelly expressing the hope that
the saints may remain faithful
keep the commandments of god and
have their garments clean from the
corruption that is threatening from the
world through all kinds of evil influ-
ences and that the people of god
might be kept pure and stand firm to
the end

ELDER GEORGE M CANNON

was then called to the stand like the
previous speaker he would claim an
interest in the faith and prayers of the
salutesaints and hebe would not attempt to
speak without being 1 by the
spirit otof god

elder dean he said has explained
some of the peculiarities of the saints
he has reminded us of the fact that
those who are gathered herebore havecome
from almost every clime from almost
every section of this country as well
as from countries abroad and in
every case those who have embraced
the gospel in reality have repented
of their sinenine been baptized and have
had the hands of the elders laid upon
them for the reception of the holy
spirit signs have also followed the
believers and every promise has been
fulfilled

the view entertained by many is
that the latter day saints are notbot
christians the speaker had read
accounts written by travelers and in
which it was claimed that our religion
is hardly any religion at all or that it
is a nundun christian religion this is an
error the saints do believe in the
principles which christ proclaimed
and we believe the scriptures as far as
they are correctly translated the
saints have in reality more light upon
these subjects than most other people
yet we are willing to accord to every-
body full liberty of conscience antiand in-
fringe upon the rightsrigl ts of nobody


