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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

OUR NEW STATE’s NAME.

Each time heretofore when the
framing of a constitution prejaratory
to the admission of Utah into the

Uualon has been pending the name to
be given to the new Blate has been Lhe
subject of discussion. In a communi-
cation which appeared in yesterdany’s
NEews, ‘“Historicus”” opens the same
theme, urges that the n me *‘Deserei??
be given to the new Siate, and invites
us to give the subject editorial treat-
ment. At the present time we do not
care to take sides in the controversy
which our correspondent would invite
in respect to the christening of our
commonwealtn, but have no objection
toindulging insomereminiscencesupon
the suvject, and giving plac: to sug-
gestions bearing on both sides of the
question,

A tooinote on pages 34 and 35 of
Baoeroft’s History ot Utah says:

The word Utah originated with the
people inhabiiing that region. Early in
the 17th century, when New Mexico was
first much talked of by the Spaniards,the
prinecipal nations of frequent mention as
inhabiting the several sides of the lo-
cality about that time occupied were the
Navajoes, the Yutas, the Apaches,and
tne Uomanches, Of the Uiah mnation,
which belongs to the Shoshone family,
there were many tribes. # # There
were the Pah Utes, or Py Utes, the Pi
Edes, the Gosh Utes, or Goshutes, the
Uintah Utes, the Yam Pah Utes, and
many others. Pah signifies water; pah

uampe, salt water, or salt lake; Pah

tes, Indians that live about the water,
The early orthography of the word Utah
is varied, Escalante, prior to hisjourney
to Utah Lake, # # findsthe ‘*“Yutas"
inbabiting the region north of the Mo-

uis, This was a common spelling by
the early Spaniards, and might be called
the proper one. Later we have ‘“Youta,”
“Eutaw,” “Uwaw,” and “Utah,”

Early in 1849 the provisional gov-
eranment over this region was orgaw-
ized, the constitution of that govern-
mentgiving it the name of “Deseret,”
But Congress, in passing the organic
sct ot the Territory in 1850, gave it
the name it now bears, notwithstand-
ing a petition from its inhabitants
asking admission into the Union un-
der the name which they had chosen,
We have not been able to learn just
what person or persons should be Leld
respousible for inserting the name
“Utah” 1n the organie act, but the
surmise seems reasonable that it was
some member of a committee having
the bill under consideration,

During the constitutional gonven-
tion of 1872 a prolonged and earnest
debate occurred on a motion to make
the name ‘‘Deseret.” Hon,Orson Pratt,
who wasa member of tuat convention,
was persistent in urging the adoption
of the motion, but it was voted down.
In the cinstitutional convention of
1882, a similar debate occurred with
the eame result. In the convention of
1887 the matter was named, but not
much was gaid about it. All three of
these conventions were composed al-
most entirely of a cluss of men who
might be expected to desire to honor
the Pioneers, and respect thsir wishes
and traditions, in the matter of choos-

ing a name for the new Btalte tbey
were seeking to have admitted into the
Union. They listened to the argu-
ments going to show how uwvdesirable
it was have the State named alter a
low, degraded tribe of Indians, and
how euphonious and beautiful, in the
light of its gignificance, waer the name
given to the provisional State
of Deseret. But the majority
of them chose to refain the
name that Coogress hed given,

Some of the objections (o a chanee of
name may te thus suggested: Utab
has been called the ““Cinderelia of the
tamily.”? Cinder-Ella was a scullior;
her place was among the cinders; she
oceupied a menial position, and was
the objeet of the seorn and unkindnese
of her sisters. But she had a friend
whose power was marvelous, and sbe
had a foot the like of which could not
be found in all the land., Bhe couli
wear the glass slipper of royalty, and
when she became. the bride of a
prince she did not cast off the name
she had worn in her humiliation. She
was Cinderella still.

Is it desirable to chacge the name of
Nazareth because it was formerly
doubted that apything good ecould
vome out of her? Should a believer
in Christ object to being called a
Christian because the name was onoce
a term of reproaet? Those who have
fulth in Utah’s future and object tu
a change of name may cite these
examples, and urge that, as the found-
ers of «ur glorious commonwealth
bave suffered and been stigmatized
under the name of “Utah,’” a word
which has been one of reproach, it will
be depriving them of a sacred and
precious right to prevent them from
reversing its significance, and adding
to their glory by wmaking that same
word an honor te them and theiy pos-
terity forever.

But these valleys, wherein was found
a refuge for the exiled Loilera who have
made Utah one of the most promising
of all the sisterhood of states, will be
always known as Deseret. That name
can never be m re firmly affixed to
them, by law or otherwise,
than it is already. The songe
and poetry of the people, more un-
alterably than any statute could do,
have christened this great mountain
region, Deeeret will be the poetic
name of our State, as Columbia will of
our country, while time shall last.

I'HE YOTER’S WORK WELL DONEF.

That there has already been a
marked improvement in the business
and industrial feeling of the country
since the recent election, is to, plainly
evident to be doubted. Indeed 1t would
be very sad and very strange if this
were not the care; for after the tension
ot 8o hot a contest, a seuse of relief and
a return of normal activity are the most
patural thiogs in the world and could
only be prevented through the country
ialling into such a state of exhaustion
that it could uot rally.

But that the political result of the
election—as showing the pepularity of
one particular party—Is to be credited

with the improvement spoken of, can-
not be honestly maintained. Ags we
view the situation, the people have
come fto the conclusion that whet the
country needs just now in the matter
of legislation is & good rest; and they
have taken the best possible meansof
securing it. If there were a Republi-
can President in the White House,
we do not belleve for a mo-
ment the Republican victory in the
nution would have been 8o overwhelm-
ing seto give that party control of both
houres of Congress. BSuch a result
would have been ar inimical to the
proposition of rest a8 wonld have been
the triumpbapt return of the Demo-
eratic majorities now existing in
Hnouse and Benate. In their dgisap-
pointment with the tariff law they
were fiaally able to enact, radieal
Demcrats have time and again de-
clared that the battle for tariff’ reform
hay only bezun and would be prose-
cuted with vigor. In their glee at the
disputes inthe opposing ranks, and in
curions forgetfulness of & stinging re-
buke recently administered, radical
Republicans  have promised and
threatened a swift return to the policy
of high protection, In silent might
and with perhaps a keen enjoyment of
politicians’ jerplexities, the great
American voler made it his business
to see that neither of these programs
could be carried out; and, metaphori-
cally speaking, be today siands be-
tween the parties, his arms akimbo,
and quizzically wants to know what
they are g»ing to do about it,

Tone improvement in business, there-
‘ore, is not because the Democrats as
such were defeated and the Republi-
cans as puch were victorious, but be-
cause the election is over, and because
all tarifl-tinkerine for at least two years
is also over. Unocertainty iz thus
uispelled, and people ean go to work,
feeling assured that during the term of
any ordivary contract no meddlesome
legislation need be feared. Protection
amounting praoctically to exclusion—
the dream of some Republicans—Iis as
far distant as sbsolute free trade—the
2oal of some Democrats. The Presi-
dent and the Congress will be at outs
un the matter of the tariff, and to the
extent that they fail to see eye to eye,
each will stand on the defensive
agalnst the other, This means very
little legislation of a nature to affect in-
dustry and trade; and that means re-
newed energy, activity and prosperity
in alldirections. For this we can all
be thankful and happy, whether
Democrats or Republicans. The
country ie bigger and better than any
party or than all of them combiued,

—_—

REMEMBER THE POOR.

Onpe distinctive feature of the teach-
ings that bave been given to mankind
through revelation is the duty of ten-
derly earing for the needy members of
the human fsmily. In the Mosaic
dispensation most wise and bemeficent
laws were enaoted for the relief ot the
poor, for the proper relations between
creditors and debtors and for the treat-
ment of those dependent oo their fel-
low men. Our Lord, in the new dis.
pensution, sets forth the principle un-
derlying this duty, when He declares
that benevolence snown to the worthy
poor will finally be counted as exerclsed
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