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VARIOUS TRAMP SIGNALS

there are sermons in stonesatones booksbook
in the brooks and chapters on gate
posts board fences and other promi-
nent naturesfeatures inia the landscape of a
territory through which tramps delight
to lay out their itineraries says the
washington star there Is no poetry
in the cabalisticcabe listic language with which
the knights of the road smooth the
pathway of their brethren who may
come after them with an unerring
course of directions about the people
who permanently reside along by it
AU Is prose and meaning prose
at that there is none of the
grace notes of literature none of the
high lights of intellect the prosody
is and ragged the code it
follows hasban neither ruruleslee norbor rhythm
it waymay of a single word or a
rough uncouth outline of the hind
leg of a dog but despite all its short-
comings from a university standpoint
it is as full of meaning as its students
sieare full of hunger and thirst and
thosethosesadsad symptoms are what it largely
deals wittiwith

the individual who lives isolated in
the country or in a more gregarious
manner in a suburban neighborhood
knows a good deal more about toe
tramp genus than the dwellers in cities
but in a great majority of instances he

know halthalf enough it he did
heheldhedld keep a big ill tempered dog with
a hearty appetite and would foodfeed himaim
only once a day and leave him free to
roam about the premises at hisbig own
sweet will wienwhen such an animal is
soonseen cavorting about the front yard of a
suburban dwelling with blood in hisbis
eyes and half a yard of red tongue
banging out of a tooth filled cavern of
devastation it isinnatesafe to bet that the
person livingjiving there Is a past grand
master in the knowledge of tramps

there are a few of usue or rattierrather few
such people however because the hu-
man heart tois a pretty tender thing
and it shocks most of them to see a
poor man and an indignant dog mix
up suddenly in a catch as oatencatch can
event without any limit to the
number of rounds consequently such
softheartedsoft hearted individuals leeifeel a great
pang of pity when a shoeless hatha lees
ragged fellow comes shuffling up to the
door ana tells a doleful tale about hav-
ing lived on a biscuit and a halthalf for
seventy two hours then they seat
him down go to the pantry and bring
out cold hambam and light broadbread and sar-
dines swoand crackers andaad milk anuand pre-
servessex ves and fill the buhungryagry visitor until
he 4di like the pouch of a smallsmal
boaslaiq crying balloon

the chances are that a first expert
enoeence of this kind on the part of a suau
burban housebousehouseholderholderbolder will be followed
by another and another the visitors
being only different in their persons
and the degrees of their dilapidation
their periods of hunger are
identical and the ravenous gusto with
which they interview the provender
that isin sec before them precisely the
samefame

the diurnal procession of such callers
lais liable to the charitable enter-
tainer of them all to ruminate ouon the
immense amount of poverty caused by
the depression of business and he will
expatiate to hisbis frien a upon the im-
mense number of honest workingmenmen
going through tho country in search of
employment illustrating hisbis state
heuts with allusions to the

sons of tolltoil who have called at
atsabts own house ana such pitiful
stories of hardship and illIII fortune

of course this is all very apparent
to the unsuspecting raconteur of the
incidents but other suburbanites could
have told him that the supposedeupposed un-
fortunatedortu date workmen were simply pro-
fessionalfesslessional tramps who had become
aware of his and were
playing a tune upon hisble heartstringsheartstrings
with consummate cutenesscuteneas the old
suburbanite woula havebuve told him that
he would have never seengeen another
tramp if he hadha 1 given the biscuit and
aha hhairai sevenseventyty twtwoo hourhour two
minutes to get oroff the premises in the
first place instead of all that broadbread
and meat and preserves and other
things why because as soon asais that
man finished hisbis repast simulated
humblebumble gratitude and shambled off
onto the road he proceeded to96 leave
hieroglyphics upon some prominently

4displayedsplayedli surface like a gate post fence
rail or flat stationary rook along theshe
roadside near the entertainerss housebouse
which conveyed to everevery other tramp
coming that wayws that good cheer iuin
profusion awaited his assingasking at yonder
kitchen door

itif the first dowercomer hadbad been firedaffred out
or chewed up by the dog what then
he would have left an indelible warn
ing to that effect in the same manner
that would have caused jillall his breth-
ren who might follow to quicken their
steps in passing suchsnob a dangerous
dwelling

that laIs the language spoken of at the
beginning of this article abe language
ut the great army of worthless hulksbulks
of bumanhumanityitys derelicts in the path of
decency who neither tolltoil nor spinaping
who are too cowardly to steal when
there tois any possible chance of their
incurring personal danger and who
confine their peculationsspeculations largely to the
lunch baskets of frightened school
children and who shuffle up and down
the roads and lanesjanes of the country and
the back streets and alleys of cities
preyingpraying on the sympathies of the piti-
ful and eking out an existence appal-
ling in its utter uselessness those
proprofessionalfess ional tramps have a system of
signs and signals which they leave in
their wake and which are understood
kvby every member of the multitude
which is18 comprised within their fra-
ternityternity A smallemail diamond shaped
chalk drawing on a fence or gate post
near a house is a gladdening sight to0 the
eyes of moist mikebilke or gingry henrj
it means that the residents are full otof
toethe milk of human kinkindnessanesi andaad willwil

give food or other assistance when
aked without question

the simple sign of the crowcross on taithe0
other hand warnswards the tramp to onespa
thehe housebouse asan its occupants are cold and

unsympathetic and havehava no ears to
lend to the plaint of poverty either
real or assumed

the triangle pointed downward in-
dicates that the housebouse it refers to hasha
been pretty steadily by tramps
and that its people may have become
tired of theibe continued assaults upon
pantry and patience but that nodo barm
bould ensue from a trial

A cross within a circle suggests fta
proper line of procedure to him who
tramps and readsread it tellscells the nomad
to go to the housebouse and be a humblebumble
minded sinner of a deep religious turntan
and speak of holy things and all

him that suchmuch hypocrisy
will be well repaid by the really
pious people wiwithinthilo A square with
one earnercorner out off makes the average
tramp shudder it means that the housebouse
in sight is occupied by people who
believe in the dignity of labor and that
itheif he wishes to gotget assistance from
them hebe must work for it there axeare
only a lewfew cases on record where a
tramp has approached a house pointed
out by such a mark and these prove
that sudden insanity does not MEdie
criminate among classes in attacking
society he also makes a detour
around the housebouse whose gate post or
fence laIs decorated by a square having
a dot in the center this means that
obe promisespremises are permeated by one ft
the dogsdoga hereinbefore alluded to theft
are numerous other signs used slidand
there are words and phrases too inantkae I1

silent language of the tramps anda
suburban readers of the starsar mimightha 3

take a glance at their fences and 11find
out with the key given above just baw j
they stand luin the estimate of the men
who never work

L D S COLLEGE NOTES

the latter day maints 1 oocol 1

lege colors blue and ggold0 W
with their symbolism truth midahl
worth have proved both beauti-
ful and appropriate the main hll
IsIB decorated with them and many ofif
the students have proprovidedviled
with tasteful badges the colors aream
fequallyq eally appropriate torfor decoration and
for personal wear

the writing of a college poem as
being agitated

theology tois being made the mutmost
prominent feature of the college cur-
riculumri regular courses are con-
ducted in book of mormon history aty
instructor maycock in old Testtestamentamthistory by instructor haag in rob-
ertaserts outlines of ecclesiastical bistorHihistorystor
by instructor nelson and in doc-
trinal theology by principal done
the first of three classes recite from

tn0 10 am and the last from 12302230
to pm

in auditionaddition to these courses special
lectures on bible evidences 91 artare be-
ing delivered each ta am
by elder david mckenzieMcKe ozie and oncm
nownew testament history lY each ry44to 2 pm by dr J M tanner
the class toin political science will

nextdext week complete itsita survey of
greek andadd roman the
study ofoc teutonic polity and govera

agea will U
takentaked up60


