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cunning frequently overtopsover tops it-

self if the governor had not
uttered a voluntary unsolicited dis-
claimer against any knowledge on
his part regarding the bill which
almsalma at making him king of a terr-
itory within the republic popular
attention would not have been so
keenly directed toward the absurd-
ity of such a condition of ignorance
on a matter directly connected with
himself especially in v lew of
his being at the capital
on a special lobbying expedi-
tion in connection with special
legislation in relation to utah in-
deed considering his official posi-
tion and the fact that he was taking
a lively interest in pending mea-
sures against the interests of the
people of this territory it would
have had the appearance of a dis-
courtesy not to have acquainted himalua
with the merits of the one under
consideration and which is known
to be so near to his heart

there were points which escaped
the subtle shadowy mind of mr
thomas that heightens the improba-
bility of his ignorance his asserted
familiarity with the fate of the bill
said he Wsits fate will be decided
by mr edmunds that is an as-
sertionsertion and consequently could not
have been born of conjecture this be-
iingng the case it would be unreasonable
to attribute this knowledge of the
power of disposal of the autocracy
bill to the effect of ruminationsruminations in a
pullman sleeper while on the way
from washington was not the
understanding reached before the
departure from the capital that the
astute statesman from Veroa ont
would see to the disposition of the
measure and in the event of the
failure of disfranchisement push it
forward for all it is worth and on
itoita face it appears to be worth a good
deal to the governor hence says
mr thomas 1tI donot think it will
be pawedpassed during the consideration
of the test oath bill which proba-
bly means that disfranchisement
failing efforts will be made to push
the next in order which largely
partakes of the genius of the aboli-
tion of the suffrage because it leaveslea ves
but little scope for the use of the
popular ballot

COMMENTS ON THE DECISION

THE denver news of may 21

commenting on the decision of the
supreme court of the united states
in the mormon church casecame

says

the mormon church so called isin
meeting its fate in the supreme court

of the united states that eminent
body of jurists have never an
opportunity to ndadministerminister it a blow
whenever the chance was fairly pre-
sented twice within a few months
the court has rendered opinions which
demonstrated very clearly the views
of the judges in regard to the alleged
religion and its rights or want of
rights under the law

0
this decision must be regarded as

the mort serious blow that mormon-
ism has ever received from the daday
that it was renrenderedJered must hencefordhencehenceforthforY
be dated the real decline and fall of
the mormon church the disfran-
chisementohichi binbill even were it practica-
ble or wise need no longer be con-
sidered necessary even by the most
persistent opponents of mormonismormonism
that bill it passed would leave the
cormonsmormons in the position of martyrs
and excite a measure of sympathy
this opinion by ahe supreme court is
a thousand times more effectiveett as a
weapon for the destruction of the
autocracy which has been allowed to
grow up in utah for it takes away the
very foundation on which the whole
structure jested with the property
of the church corporation escheated
to the school fund the resisting and
aggressive

7
power of the alleallegedoct re-

ligion is19 gone and the churekchurch must
rapidly sink into a decline 0

it appears to be the purpose to
fasten upon the jurisprudence of
america the proposition that when
it becomes necessary to the success
of political conspiracies to do so the
adheadherentsrento of an unpopular religion
may be declareddeulareil destitute of 9all11

rights which the law is bound to
protect or respect to engraft such
a rule upon the body of our national
law will prove a most seriousgerlous
blow to other churches than the
ccmormon ia

when a paper having so little
sympathy for the pioneer class of

population as the Ddenveren ver
news has generally shown makes
the admission it does respecting
the bill it is suf-
ficient proof of the wrongful and
unjust character of that measure
that the robbery of a church should
be treated as our denver bontempocontempocon tempo
ary treats the present case is a patmat-
ter of astonishment it seems to be
dead coallto all realization of the princi-
ples involved in it and to the dan-
ger such a precedent meansmea ris to the
peace of the republic

the mormonscormonsMor mons will shed few
tears over the money and property
wrested from them in defiance of
justice and constitutional law not-
withstanding that one of the objects
for which the same was contributed
by them was the relief of the poor
they will still endeavor to prevent
the poor among their number from
suffering for the necessaries of life
but with a view broad enough to
include not themselves alone
but the various religious bod-
ies in the nation they feel
profound regret that a pieced

entedt has been set which justifies the
destruction of a church as a legal
entity and the confiscation of itsHs
propertyarty that american editors
should not share in such a senti-
ment isia a matter of wonderment to
them and indicates a deplorable
degeneracy of patriotism and lack
of devotion totio constitutional prin-
ciples

AGAINST BELIEF ONLY

A FEW days since we published
an article in relation to an expressed
intention of officials having charge
of immigration matters to prevent
the landing atac american ports of

mormonscormonsMormons coming to this coun-
try from europe the ground up-
on which the proposition to exclude
was based was that the latter day
saints could be brought under the
operation of the anti contract labor
law of course it was easy to show
thattha suchtsuch a pretense was absurd
having no foun bation in fact the
new york star takes the same posi-
tion on the subject asaa was assumed
by us this will le seen by the
following clipped from the columns
of that paper

the position ascribed to the federal
authorities that mormon immigrants
mustmost be prevented from landing on
the ground that they are foreign con-
tract laborers raises an extremely
serious question the mormonscormons come
as converts to a creed which they seek
opportunity to practice in this country
under the guarantees our constitution
holds out for civil and religious liberty
can their intention to violate federal
or territorial law be assumed merely
because of the tenets they have em-
braced before they have had even
an opportunity to oreabreakkourour statutesstatuteel
there is not nor can there be any
lawaw in the united states against thiefbelief
inn mormonism or inin any form of doc-
trinetrine true or false our laws deal
with the actsact4 of men not with their
thoughts or aspirations the mormon
immigrants are neither criminals nor
paupershauperspau pers by what reasoning can thetheysTIbe construed to be contact otct laborersr
that is a very interesting subject
upon which a good deal of light must
be shed if it be indeed true that the
authorities intend to interfere with
mormon immigrants

the position of the star tois sound
on the main question but it indi-
cates that it is slightly behind the
times in asserting that there is
not nor can there be any law in
the united states against belief in
mormonism 1 0or any form of doe

trine 11 that is becomingbeconi ng an old
fashioned proposition gradually be-
coming obsoletebsolete A fearmonfeormon
can now under color of law because
of his religious belief be robbed of
his property and deprived of his
civil rights and privileges the
abshipI1p of state has broken away from
her moorings in the harbor of the
constitution and toIs drifting out


