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TESTIMONYMONY ON irrigationON

athethe senators constituting the ir
on COMMcommileeIKee and party ar
in ththisis city august and
next morning at the gov

annors office for busibusinessnem they
Oakauitelst of senator wm M stewart

kt ITevadeevada chairman senator J BR
beaganD of texas senator P B
plumb of kansas senator jasjaa
jaK JOjonesnes of arkansas major J
koweilPoweil of the U S geological
survey who is the guest of the
futyaut andnd to whose familiarity with
ac topographyby of the country the

91 less be indebted forduty V in doubtless
muchhseh of their information col

B J hinton irrigating engineer of
jhbh geological survey whose work
teis mainly organizing the working
force mr boswell official steno

aberer an 1 dr J M hines
Apa nying the party proper
B also the followingz named gentle

men mr warmanwannan private wresecre
major powell captain clar

baoe E Dutbuttortoll U S A chief
boneerem of the irrigation survey
aj newell assistant engineer of
the utah basin who has been sta-
tioned here I1is the territory for some
months and A D foote civil en
alneraldeer in charge of the snake riverbiver
awn work

the party left stc- rpaul
onen the dinstinstandand since then have
actedwaited the two dakotas montana

and idaho and
holdheld at loutleast twenty sessions and
examined witnesses besides col-
lecting a vast fund of documentary

I1 evidence bearing upon the import
b

abot subject wwhichC they are invests
gatingng after collecting all the in
wrmatlion available here

ii powPOBO to proceed to nevada stopping
onoil the way at elko carson anandd
renobeno and inspecting lake tahoe
inm toethe way to california

1 which latter state they will re
ten days they will then re-

turn eastward by way of arizona
sewnew mexico northwestern texas
southwestern kansas colorado anaand
eastern wyoming in all of which
places they will pursue their investi-
gation and finally adjourn at chey-
enne
ADurduringinic their tour of investigation

they alu travel about miles
nom about 20 sessions and
probably take the testimony
orof 16001500 witnesses besides collecting
SHall toethe official data available for fu
tafe consideration from which it

i naymay be inferred that 16 is not
I1 much of a junketing tour but one

of serious application and real hardbard
work which they are on of course
in this connection it will bounderbe under
stood that the presentprescientent labors of the
partyapsay aream largely of a preliminary
nature the more difficult part of the
labor before them being to evolve or
formulate from the vast fund of in-
formation which they are collecting
a16 comprehensive report embodying
all toethe facts and presenting them in

nuchaeh a shape that they can be made
me of in toethe enactment of laws upon
this mostmoat important subject

governor thomas on august
madfiled with the committee for future
reference the laws of the territory
on toethe subject of irrigation and the

of companies for the

construction of canals and control of
streams after which the committee
went into session calling before
them as the first witness judge
elias A smith he was closely
catechisedcatechi sed in regard to the system
of irrigation followed in this county
and the manner in which water
rights had been obtained he ex-
plainedbained that originally having no
I1lawsws to govern them in the matter
the people associated themselves to-
gether by mutual agreement di-
verted the streams from their
natural courses and irrigated their
land therewith in the absence of
statutes providing for the distribution
of the water thothe probate courts in
an early day granted charters for
utilizing sti earnseams for irrigation but
that system was superseded on the
passage of laws on the subject by the
organization of corporate companies
who built canals ana then concontrolledtrilled
the streams the stock usually being
held by owners of land for their
personal use but sometimes being
rented out in no instance how-
ever had companies rented out
the water or built the canalscanal8
for speculative purposes the
only instance thus far to his
knowledge of a company being
organized in the territory with a
view to appropriating streams and
renting water was that now con-
structingting what is known as the
bothwell canal to bring water out
of Bbearear river and there was a
question as to their right to appro-
priate that butream the largest
number of shares in a canal he had
ever known of one man owning in
salt lake county was that was
in the utah salt lake canal
which was thirty miles in length
and which had been largely con-
structedted by county funds as had
also some other canals in the county

the
public fund in that way with a view
to bringing more land under culli

and rendering it possible to
utilize the resources of the country
the farmers as individuals not being
able to do so in some instances the
county had taken stock in the in
corporations for the means thus ex-
pended and then disposed of it to
land owners for work on roads etc

being asked if he had known of
any trouble arising from a monopoly
of water or excessive charges being
made for a rental of the fluid he re-
plied that he had never known of
but one case of a man claiming more
water than his land required and
then the court decided that helas
only entitled notwithstanding his
prior claim to what he actually need-
edd for his land

the ques tlonaa asked by judge
smith covered a wide range of sub-
jects aside from irrigation properio
eluding the character and relative
value of land in different parts
oforthisthis county and other portions
of the territory and the aver-
age yield and value of agri-
cultural proproductsduets etc to all which

satisfactory anders were given
As to the average size
of farms in salt lake
lake county he thought they
would not exceed 15 acres and the
largest cultivated farm in the terri-
tory owned by one man so far as hip

knowledge extended was only
acres in extent that was in cache
county others owned far more
land than that but only cultivated a
portion of it he thought the culti-
vated laudland in the territory might be
increased one third by the storage
of water in reservoirs

at the close of judge smiths tes-
timony he proffered to make ar-
rangementsrangements for taking the commit-
tee out for a drive to any portion of
the county they might choose to
visit and it was agreed that they
would go upon such a drive some
time the next day

jesse W coxsenFox Sen who was intro-
duced as a former territorial sur-
veyor general was the next witness
and in answer to the numerous
questions propounded to him gave
the result of his past forty years ex-
perienceperi ence in the business of construct-
ing canals and irrigating land he
gave it as hisbis opinion that 25 per
cent more land might be cultivated
in the territory by the construction
of reservoirs also that persons hav-
ing small farms in the territory had
as a rule prospered more than those
attempting to cultivate a greater
area in locating farms ori-
ginally he had aimed to allot
to a lone man not more than twenty
acres and to one with several boys
to help him from forty to sixty
acres since the land had come
into market of course largerlar er areas
of land had been obtainerobtained by in-
dividualsdivi duals

C H wilckenW icken the city
was the next witness who

explained how the irrigating fluid
was distributed throughout the cor-
porate limits as well as in
the country districts he gaveeve
it as his 0opinionVnion that utahtah
lake was the most feasible
source of water supply for salt lake
city for irrigation purposes but ex-
plainedbained that it was not sulsuitabletable forhouseholdEohousehold use that body of water
was about 15 by 25 miles in extent
but had been subsiding for several
years past and a large number of
settlers had crowded downclown upon its
shores who objected to its surface
being raised

senator stewart explained that
the utah lake hadbad now been set
apart by congress as a reservoir so
that question would be settled

the flowing wells 60 in number
lately obtained near the point of the
mountain and which were now
yielding11 61 1 gallons per day
were alludedd ed to as a hopeful source
of future supply and it was agreed
that the committee would take a
run down on the utah central
Fstarting3 at 2 to see them andana
ttakeake observations on the subject in
hand

jamesjamea A little of kanab was
the next witness and explained the
difficulties which had been met
with in the extreme southern por-
tion of the territory and on the
kanab creek in particular in mak-
ing and keeping in repair Irrigirrigatingatinan
canals he was prompted severalseveral
times by major powell who seemed
to be thoroughly familiar with all
the circumstances attending the
settlement of southern utah the
committee seemed greatly surprised
at learning that weae tax on town


