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with us and although brother lewislewie
was vmvery weak after his ordeal we had
anaa enjoyable time together and all felt
to thank the lord for his mercies

notwithstanding the fact that a
great deal of prejudice is held toward
us we find a very hospitable class of
people many of whom are anxiously
seeking for the gospel light

the names of the elders laboring in
this conference at present are as fol-
lows joseph J richardson james W
anderaonamderson daniel T hawkley edmund
levell richard N lund charles an-
derson

an-
dersen byron H allred jr samuel
banton jr and your correspondent

WILLIAM R PALMER
coalgate indian territory march

4 1898

IN THE TOWN OF IPSWICH

ipswichipswitch mass march 6 1898
geo W esplin and myself

vote assigned to labor in the historicc
ton ofat ipswichipswitch formerly agawam aatt
QTevir conference held at cambridge

on the 20 and 21 if november
ivaulfabichwhich as far as we could learnathe first conference held in new

for about 46 years by latterday saints we arrived in this quaint
old town onan the afternoon of the
sojim a rainstorm we were not long in
beding roomrm and also a temporary
friend both of which however were
of short duration we then dedicated
the place unto the lord and called
won the selectmen of the town as we
desired to procure the town hall in
which to hold a meting they promptly
informed us that we could not have it
without paying for it we then asked
them what would be the stat-
in that we were preaching the gospel
without money and without price as
did the disciples of our blessed lordtheytey saldsaid they would let us know
through the mail that evening so we
cached at the office and found that we
giuld have the hall by paying six dol-
lars

do-
lian for one afternoon meeting we now
went in search of a more reasonable
hallball aand finally secured the daman
hallbell for two dollars we next visited
theac two newspapers these promised
to give notice of our meeting and we
went on our way rejoicing however
thehue adversary soon appeared when we
bad been tracttradinglim a few days an article
appeared in one of the papers as iia
varwarningning to the people of ipswitchipswich it
was signed by the ministers of the
town catholic methodist episcopal
baptist and congregational the conse-
quence was the papers broke their
word and did mot give notice of the
meeting we had anaa attendance of
about thirty persona several of whom
wereware boys who came out of curiosity
but the lordlard hasham been with us we
have several friendsfriend and soon found a
permanent place to stop in the kind
V 0e reduced our rent one third after
tthen second week abouthoughgh tthere has
been all manner of false rereportsPOATarcu

aboutboutanboutunus and our people the
prospects for the future are promis-
ing we are having many conversations
andamid there is scarcely a day but what we
have a cottage meeting and some-
times more than one we are now
trtradingacting the town the third time the
tract being sued for this is entitled dis-
tinguishing characteristics of mormon-
ism by elder ALA P kesler I1 here sub-
mit a copy of a comment which it has
brought out in one of the local papers
the two mormon elders who have al-

ready spent several months here en-
deavoringdeavoring to instruct the wayward
ipswichipswitch tesresidentident from minister to lay-
man are again distributing tracts
whose purport is that the so called
christian ministersmin do riotnot preach real
bible truth they may be a daniel a
mesecond daniel come to judgment as

says but people here

seem to be rather shy of these mormon
daniels

though there is still much prejudice
we feetfeel that itisit is much less than when
we came to the town we rejoice in
our labors and in the restoration of
the gospel and our greatest desire is to
have the spirit of the lord with us

JOSEPH WALLACE
GEO W ESPLIN

ITEMS OF HISTORY
I1

under date of the dinst mr job
T smith of harrisburg utah writes
as follows to the news

I1 herewith at his request forward to
you the statement of the aged veteran
elijah thomas in relation to items
concerning the mormon battalion and
the ship brooklynnBrooklyns company in cali-
fornia and their arrival in salt lake
city the old man is 83 years of age
but he avers that every word of the
statement is asaa true as the book of
mormon and are matters that he has
never seen in print and of which he
desires to leave his testimony for pub
lication

he used to be a prominent figure in
salt lake city but is now becoming
quite feeble I1 have written it up foxfoi
him I1 have also in my possession some
rhymes written concerning the same
period and circumstances by a member
of the battalion named daniel den
nett they are partly historical sen
timental and funny corroborating
however thomass narrative follow-
ing are samples spspeakingbaking of the time
they left oftoff mining to travel to sotsalt
lake
we have grown poor by lifting gold

but I1 think we shall outgrow it
many a thousand we have sold

but we dont want folks to know it
it is poor trash in the best of times

it never will make us crazy
it never will urge us into argescrimes

we stay by it too lazy
following is the statement of elijah

I1 thomas referred to
five hundred young and middle

aged denofmen of the travelingravelingti camps of the
nauvoo exile emigration were enlisted
under col allenalien about the middle of
july 1846 to serve torfor one year in the
army of the united states in its war
with mexico and marched to fort
leavenworth where the colonel dying
march was made to santa fe under
col smith frofrom thence under col P
st george cooke to san luis reykey
lower california arriving there on the
second day of february 1847

remaining at that place until april
I1 made it a practice to pray privately
every morning after the battalion ser-
vices and some time during the latter
month at one of these devotions I1 re-
ceived a remarkable vision wherein it
was shown to me that our company of
men when discharged would find a
gold thinemine which would be the means
of gathering saints from the seaaea coast
to the valley of thelie great salt lake
and effect other purposes of a great
and revolutionrevolutionaryiry character in this
connection speaking of the great salt
lake before a mormon had ever seen
it I1 call to mind that brigham young
at the time of our enlistment and be-
fore commencing our march on the
banks of the missouri river near coun-
cil bluffs addressed us in a prophetic
and encouraging mood and told us
you will likely be discharged

about the of july a year hence on
the pacific coast at which time I1 wish
you to organize yourselves under the
leadership of levilev W hancock and
meet me and the pioneer saints in the
valley of the great salt lake

he said these words in confidence
to the departdepartinglug recruits inasmuch as
up to that time few if anyy of the
traveling companies had any idea of

where would be their finalfinah
place but it had been
in prophetic vision As anticipated
we were discharged on the 4day of
july numbering at that tinietime to
sixty of the number re enlisted torfor an
other six months one hundred and
sixty organized under levi W han-
cock and journeyed northward and
eastward to the headwaters of the
truckee river on the way towards the
great basin at this point three mes-
sengers were met brown brannan and
smith one of them bearing a letter
from presidentdentO brigham young dated
at green river where that gentleman
had been seen on his way with the
utah pioneers toward the valley of the
great salt lake

this letter contained a request that
should the discharged members of the
mormon battalion be met on their way
eastward all those who had no families
in the advancing companiescompactes or else-
where should return west to theethe coast
country on account no doubt of an-
ticipated scarcity of provisions during
the succeeding winter in the salt lake
valley

forty two of us returned and trav-
eled as far west aass captain butters
where the city of sacrasacramentomento now
stands

being now in search of
three of our numberr were deputed
consisting of alien fyfieldfoft eld and myself
to 0obtain and settle upon a concontracttract

desired to let forwhich the captain
building cecertainertain mills etc

terms were soon agreed upon torfoi
building a flouringfloeringflouring mill near the base
of the sierra nevada mountains A41

canal requiring to be cut three miles
long fourteen feet wide and livefive feet
deep and a dam built across the
american fork river canal and dam
to furnish water for running the pro-
posed floutingflou ring mill also for the con-
structionst of a saw mill with its race
some thirty miles biglhigher up the river
in the fountainsmountains and a tanyardtan yard near
his office

in the latter part of january 18481348

ILa few grains of gold hadbad been found
by mr marshall the foreman and
nine of our company who were work-
ing in the saw mill race our con-

tract on the flouringfloeringflou ring mill etc beingattractnearly fulfilled prospecting began and
in march following two men namnameded

i

willis and hudson penetrated fifteen
miles up the river in a search here
they found gold in abundance collect-
ing in some instances as much as
three hundred dollars wOrworth in sa day
and men afterwards averaging as high
as fifty dollars per day the rumor of
this discovery reaching the mormon
company which had arrived in san
francisco in the ship brooklyn thir-
teen barges were chartered and two
hundred persons conveyconveyededinan them up
the fterasacramentomento and american porkfork
rivers to the site of the new digdiggingsginiA
to a place subsequently named mor-
mon island where they all com-
menced taking out gold william
glover of the brooklyn company who
had been previously eleelectedoteI mayor of
sanban francisco erected the first tent
in the new mining camp which up to
that time had consisted of the few
meinmembersbers of the battalion company
who had previously been working torfor
sutter elijah thomas set up the
second tent

at the time samuel bannan of the
brooklyn company purchased of wllwil
lis and hudson a one third interest in
their supposed right of discovery and
the new firm made a claim upon all
the diggers for one third of all their
gains as a tribute or tax in favor of
the original discoverersdiscoverem this WASmur
paid however only a few days

about the let of october IM I1
was selected by about
familfamilieslee of the Rivobrooklynklys sainto and
some remaining members of theow bat


