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of what the brain and frame of man
are eapable of doing.

During the past three months have
passed away four of England’s liter.
ary personages—Eliza Cook, Martin
F. Tupper, Wilkie Collins and Rub-
ert Browming. Many are asking

who are going to take their
places. In the estimation of
the upper classes Tennyson

and Browning occupy the first rank.
Indeed Carlyle, Ruskin, Tennysou
and Browning are often spoken of
as the four great teachera of the
nineteenth centunry. Whenever
their works have been published, a
few thousand aristocratic fauilies
and persons of a literary turn have
bought up the editions; but if we
go into the public libraries and ask
the names ot the authors of the hooks
which thie people moatly ask for, we
need not be surprised o hear the
names of Dickens and Erving, Burna
and Charles Mackay, Longfellow
and Whittier, William Motris and
Wwill Carlton. Except among
giggling girls and senseless fops
the reigm of sensuous fiction - is

pm__;ging away. Even among the
ao-calied - Christian seets it is
perceived that the pulpit hasg

lost its influence over the minds
of the people. The Christian Her-
ald(?), The Christian Worid, The
Christian Globe, The Christian Million,
and in fact nearly every religious
journal now employs fiction for
the dissemination of itz doctrines.

This earnest, active, thinking age
demands a religion that has life and

wer in it ot a religion of cold

rmality and narrow sectarianism;
but a religion that will eatisfy the
intellect with its truths, touch the
heart with its love, sway the wiil
with its Ferﬂuasiveness, gratify the
taste with its beauties and fill the
imagination with its sublimities.
A religion is wanted that will enlist
upon its side the whole nature of
man, and command his willing and
devoted homage. These qualifica-
tiona the religions of the world well
know they do mot possess. Hence’
they seek for the romances todreama

jicture of what they wish they were
and then the preachers try to fancy
that the drear ia real. Mene, men,
tekel upharsin---“Thouart weighed in
the balance and found wanting,*’ is
written over the portals of the
churches, but the wise men of this
age cannot decipher the inscription,
though writterr in the plainest of
characters.

The terrible epidemic known as
the ‘“Russian infiuenza’’ still con-
tinues to spread. Never, so far as
history records, has there been so
much sickness in almost all the
countries of Europe as at the present
time. Coming events cast their
shadows before. There are many
who look upon this pestilential visit-
ation and sudden corruption of the
atmosphere as a  premonitery
foreshadowing of the guddenness
with which . predicted pestilences
will come upon the world in
the latter days; and that the voice of

God speaks by this influenza pesti- |

lence as distinetly to the nations as
it spore of yore by the plaguesof
Egypt, in the daysof Pharach. But
the greater number by far pay no
heed to the divine voice of warn-
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ing, and attribute this sudden out-
break of pestilence to natural causes.

In every capital of Continental
Europe there is an amount of real
sickness, of prostrated strength, and
of business interrupted whieh peo-
ple at a distance can but faintly
realize. The progress of the epidem-
ic has been unusually rapid. The
diseage fell almost simultaneously
upon Bt. Petersburg and Paris, leav-
ing Vienna, Berlin, BRelgrade,
Copenhiagen, Frankfort, Brussels,
Madrid and Lisbon to be overuaken
a few days later. Compared with
cholera, influenza is as the hare to

the  tortoise in the rap-
idity of its progress. A lead-
ing physician of Paris says

that to all intents and purposes this
seems to be a new disease, and that
it presents such a variety of aymp-
tomsg that it is difficuit to deter-
mine what remedies t0 employ. 1n
some cases there are fever, headache
and severe gastric and lombar pains.
When quinine is administered the
patient gets no better, but often de-
velops typhoid symptoms or inflam-
mation of the lungs. When the
influenza takes that turn fatal re-
sults follow very rapidly. In those
cases where the patients already
sufter from some organic disease,
such as diabetes or liver complaint,
the lowering of the vital power,
which seems the one indubitable
feature of the epidemic, takes them
an easy prey to theirorganicmalady.
The Parisjournalsestimate that over
twelve hundred thousand persons
are now snffering from this mysteri-
ous and undefined disease in Frmnce.
No such epidemic hasg ever visited
Pariz. Even in the worst visita-
tions of ¢holera, altaough the mor-
tality was greater, social life in
Paris was never affected to the ex-
tent that it now is. Theaverage
niortality in Paris at this season of
the year i3 ome hundred and twenty,
but in the last two weeks of the
month just passed the average was
pearly four huudred daily, and one
day, viz.,, December 26, the deati
mo)i amounted to no less than five
hundred and eighty-six.

In-some scientific circles the ex-
ceeding mortality is attributed to
the crowding together of sc many
millions at the great exposi-
tion. The wonderful show on the
“Champe de Mars** was visited by
more than thirty millions of human
beings. When we consider that
between May and November of the
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past year a population nearly eqnal
to one half of the popnlation of the
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prehend the extent of the calamity
that had Lefallen him. Since then
he has had frequent attacks of hys-
terical weeping, and his deplorable
condition inspires serious anxiety,
His triale are indeed great, and
cannot fail to tell upon a man aged
and ill. ] regret that my children
and "grandehildren are not around
me that [ might bless them for the
last time. Alns! Brazil, Brazil,
that beautiful country, T caunot re-
turn there.”> These were the last
words of the ex-Empresa.
J. H. WARD.
EuRroPE, January 6, 18%0.
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A BASE DEFAMER.

A NOTABLE omission has occurred
il connection with the falling from
a balcony of the celebrated Emin
Pasha. That widely known gentle-
man is in a precarious comiition as
a result of the injuries he thus re-
ceived. The marked featureof the
incident is that the “Mormons’’
have not been accused of pro-
curing if. This faflure ought
to be remedied at once, in case
thereshould be a shadow of suspicion
that any evil exists on this ter-
restrial ball that they have not per:
petrated. These refiections are
superindnced by the following dis-
patch:

“DENVER,Jan. 18 —A telagram from
Fort Duchesne, Utah, brings the in-
formation that William Whitney Sey-
more, a prominent Gentile ranclinian
in Ashley Valley, was found dead in
his hed, where he had evidently been
shot while asleep. It is believed the
murder was commiited by Danitea.
Seymore went to Utah in 1882 and was
post trader at old Fort Thornburg. J.
C. W. Seymore, father of the murdered
man, is now living here. but for many
years was cashier of the otd Farmera'
and Merchants’ Bank of Detroit.**

There ia no such class as Danites;
neither is there any belief that
“Mormons®’ committed the crime.
We do not mean to state that the
wretch who penned that scandalous
dispatch committed the murder,
but the fact that he has no scruples

United States encamped there for | ;p,ut defaming an abused commu-

an average time of one week, on
space scarcely equal to four mi
square, it needs not the genius of a
sapitary engineer to perceive that
the eity of Paris is well fitted to be-
come the hot-bed of pestilence. Un-
less steps are taken to cleanse the
city before the warm weather comes,
[it 38 mueh to be feared that a worse
epidemic than Influenza may set in.

There is something peculiarly sad
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ity whose character is as high
above their reputation as the heav-
ens above the earth, gives some
ground for the belief that he is ca-
pable of a good deal of infumy.
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Itis estimated that the sawmilla
in the Blue monntains will consume

in the circumstances attending the|30,000,000 feet of loge thia year.

death of the ex-Empress of Brazil,
whose demise took place on Dec.
28th, At first the ex-Emperor could
not believe the news of her death.
He immediately hastened to her
bedside and seemed unable to com-

There are now eleven mills at work
cutting about 200,000 feet of lumber
per day, and two others will be put
in early in the spring. The first
logging' railway of that region will

also be built.



