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are we removed from God. Thereis no
better test within our reach than this to
judge as to the condition of an individual
or a community,

| know :ome people think this un-
natural, and, in fact, impossible They
are especially opposed 1o it because, in
otder to have such a condition as tflis,
there must be authority and power from
God recognized in the community. I
cannot conceive of a condition of society
like this that does not have an authority
init1hatis recognized es the authority
of God. Were it notso, it would be
every man for bimself.

Now, the question is, isita bad condi-
tign of society for one man or a number
of men who are united, and who have
authority from God, to be recognized in
a communily as authority, and their
words to be recognized as words of
wefght, because of their being inspired
of God? s a communily in a dangerous
condition with an authority of that kind,
and which it recognizes? This is an im-
portant question that we as Laiter-day
Saints have had to ask ourseives a great
many limes of late, because It bas been
openly avowed that such an authority in
the midst of this people is a dangerous
authority, and one that should not be
countenanced or obeyed. This has been
told us time and again, until many of
our own people, especially the young
and inexperienced, have almost become
convinced that the statement is a cor-
rect one. If it is correct, then how are
we to bring to pass that which the Lord
has promisec? How are the grand re-
sults to be achieved of which Propbets.
and even poets who never pretended to
be inspired, have written? There is an
glmust universal desire among men for
a better conditicn of things than exisis
now on the earth. Every man thatas
had any desire for the welfare ot his fel-
low man has dreamed of it;has indulged
in hopes that by some mears, incom-
prehepsible perhaps to him, a change
would be wrought in the affairs of the
earih, and the evils under which man-
kind groan would be corrected. There
is no righteous man that ever lived that
has not had this desire and this anticipa-
tion. And by what means shall it be ac-
complished? Shall God Himself come
down from heaven among men? He ¢id
once, in the person of His Son, and He
was slain  He has ccme down also
through angelic messengers. They
could not be slain; tutthose whom they
visitgd, snd unto whom they imparted
their power, have been slain, The in-
babilanis of the earih have seemed de-
termined that no man claiming the
authotily necessary to bring about a bei-
ter ci ndition of things should live upon
the earth. They have waired against
every man of this kind, in almost every
age, until they have been extirpaled from
the face ot the earth.
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Buit God in these last days -has again
sttetched forth His band 10 accomplish
His work., God himseif bas visited the
earth, accompanied by His Son Jesusl
He has sent .holy messengers from on
high 10 testore the key that has been
lost, the power and the authority that has
teen taken from the earth, by means ot
which these great changes and these
glorious ends may be, accomplished.
And rosooner were men ordained to re-
ceive this power than 1he evidences of
its ¢ivine origin immediately appeared.
The spinit of union to which I have re-
feried descended upon the people, pro-
ducing a union unexampled in the earth,,

a union that had not been seen for cen—‘

turies, which holy men had desired, but
had not been able to obtain. What was
it, my brethren and sisters, that brobght
this change? It was the authority of the
Son of God—the authority of the ever-
lasting Priesthood. It was that author-
ity that transiormed a mortal man, pos-
sessed of all the weaknesses common 1o
mortality, into an agent of the Almighty,
and gave him almighty power; lor noth-
ing short of the power ol God would
have been sufficient. Angels who held
the authority and power, by the laying
on of hands endowed men with it. These
men were touched, as it were, by the
finger of God, and powers were bes-
towed upon them that no mortal man
possessed. In that sense they became
as gods in the midst of the people; for
that which they did God confirmed and
sealed, and their words were fulfilled to
the very letter, so long as they confined
themselves to this power. Up to that
tim:e Joseph Smith, the Prophet of God,
had been a translator and a seer. He
had received revelations; buthe had not
power to give unto men the Ho'y Ghost.
He did not have the gift himself, al-
though he was a seer anda revelator;
and, of course, not having received it
himself, he could not impart it to others.
And when the angels laid their hands
upon his head, as Isay, he became
transformed into an sgent of the Lord,
an ambassador, fully empowered to act
in the name of heaven, having authority
to seal upon the beads of bis fellow men,
if they complied wih the requisite con-
ditions, the necessary blessing to make
thiem the children of God. Strange and
marvelous, is it not? to think that a
man endowed as he was, a man that had
beheld the face ot God, a man that had
been ministered unto by angels, a man
that had such great and precious gifis,
never presumed to bave authority that
he did not have—the authority of the
Meichisedek Priesthood. Bul when he
received the Meichisedek Priestheod,
then he was able to seal that precious
gift o1 the Holy Ghest upon the heads
of those unto whom be administered.
All those unto whom he and his fellow
Apostle administered received this gift.
And from that day to this it has spread
Men of the most humble origin, unas-
suming, and without anything in their
appearance 1o convince people that they
were more than ordinary men, have
gone forth carrying the message of salva-
tion and promising the peopie, without
a doubt ever enlering their hearts that
the promise might fail, that if they
would repent of their sins, believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ, and be baptized,
their sins should be remitted, and if they
had bands lald upon them they should
receive the Holy Ghost. How wonder-
ful! How Godlike! One man baptize
another, and through the administration
ot that ordinance the sioner have his
sins remit’ed! Lay hands upon a man,
and that man receive the Hoiy Ghost,
that grand gift which was so mighty in
the days of the apcient disciples!

Now, this thing has been done in our
day,and is being done.By this power the
nations of the earth are belng warned,
and the honest in heart are being
gathered. They are drawn to Zion by
a magnet, if I may use that illustration,
—a magnet that is irresistible—drawing
them here from all lands, and everyone
that receives it bearing witness that it is
from God. They-testily that they have
a spirit within them that they never
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had before, and that the Bible seems
like a new book 1o them. So in rela~
tion lo other things: they look upon
everylhing pertaining to God in an ep-
tirely new Jight. They testify that they
know for themselves that this is the
work of God. Theyv do not say they
believe; they say they konow. Of course,
there is a diflerence in individuals,
Some receive a stronger testimony than
others. Some are moved upon in a dif-
ferent manper to others Some are con-~
vinced from the very moment that the
hear the voice of the servant of God,
have known instances where they recog-
nized men as servants of God before
they even knew they were preachers.
Others have said, *I have seen you in
a dream, and when I met you I knew
you were a man of God ”?  Others are
slow in receiving a 1estimony, Still
others are very cautious and do not, fop
fear of deception. open their hearls 1o
believe all at once. They perhaps want
something unusual; they would like an
angel to come and minister unto them-=
as though angels bad nothing else tg
do; or they would like some great
manifestation of power, not esteeming
the presence of the Holy Ghost as 3
sufficient evidence. We find this dif-
ference existing among the people. But
speaking generally, the Latter-day
aints have received a testimony con-
cerning the Gospel. They know it 1
be true. They know it by every sense;
in fact, it seems as though a new sense
were developed within the:n. Tt is pot
the sense of sight, not the sense of hear-
ing, not the sense of touch, not the
sense of taste. it is outside, or inside
1 may say, of all the senses, more con-
vincing than all of them combined, and
something that they cannot explain,
only they know it is there, a gilt from
God, which assures them that the Goag-
pel is true. They are couvinced that
this is so, and they cannot be persuaded
olherwise, because the power and testi-
mony they have is irresisuble, and they
know it is not from mam.  And that
sense remains with every Latter-da
Saint so long as he or she iz
pure. Here is another evidence
that this is the work of God,
As long as men and women are
pure, that sense to which I refer will a]a
ways temain wilh them, because it jg
the Spirit of God, and it dwells only
where purity exists. it will not dwejj
as one ol old said, in an unholy tabey
nacle. Hence you see this remarkab
thing in this Church: men who bave tess};
fied that they knew this wasthe Chur
ol Christ have fallen away from it, a d
foughtit Cases of this kind are algy
too numerous to mention. :
familiar to all the people. Men in 1t}
humbler walks of life, men who haye
been preachets of the Gospel, men whp
have occupied leading positions in the
Cburch men who have been looked up
to as guides, as prophets and apostleg—
men ol every class, where they have
lived impure lives and grieved the Spirit
ot God, have lost that sense to which J}
refer, and they bave been leit to depend
upon tbeir natural semses, resuling in
their going into darkness.

Union constitutes our great strength
and our acceptance with God. The Lat-
ter-day Saints cannot be united without
purity They would be as weak-as
water it they " were impute. I want to
say 1o you all this afternoon, as a warn=
ing, that it is impossible for you to re-
majn in possestion of the Spirit of God,




