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REMARKS

Made at the Tabernacle,Salt Lake City,
Sunday, November 22, 1896, by

PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON

[REPORTED BY ARTIIUR WINTER.]
R

There sre a (ew minntes yel remain-
ing that may be occupied withoun'
wearylug the gongregation. I bave,
ax doubtless all DBYE rejoiced In the
testimony tuusl We have henrd thbis
ufterpoon from Brother Heber J.
Grapt: I know It makes every Liatter-
day Salnt’s heart warm lo hear the
testimony of the pervants of (Jod con-
cerulng the truth of the work of God.
It the fire that bas been kindled in
our hearts bas smovldered and hogome
to some extent desd, the testimony of
\he servanta of Qod concerning the
truth of this work rekindles that fAre
and gives us the old feeling o'
joy and thanhpglvlng that we bave
bad in times when perha /8 we mny
have been more faithful tbon we are
now, Lf we oould always retain this
precloos gift which God bestows, we
would shrink from dolog anytbing
the! is wrong, heeause toe dread of
losing It would be present with uos.
It ts n precious toing for men and
Women (o recelve the testimony ol
God'a Holy Spirit. It ie this that con-
stitutes the strength of tbe Cburch of
Josug Christ of Lialter.dsy Bainle.
Every may and woimnsn who buejoloed
thie Church ougbt to he, and {8 In the
most pf instaDoef standing me an
independent witners of the truth of
that which God hae doné. You di-
vide this entire congregation into
units, and Jet ench oDE stany alone,
earrounded by tDoEe not of their
faith, and be of she iz,
though solitary, stlll B wilness,
independeul of all others, of the truth,
Then you hring theee individuals to-
each one understonding the
Gupel and baviog recelvel a lesbl-
mony of ita 4iviDity, and they coneti-
lute & bouy which, {n pome respeocte, is
entirely incomparnble. We ought to
he exceedingly thaukful to our God for
that wbich He has done tor us ipn thile
respeot. It mnpkes 00 difference how
meany May cppose and deny the work
of Qoa; the truth bas come from
beaven, and that truth will remwain,
and po ammount of opposition o©aD
deslroy it. Of course, you may dealroy
the custodiane of the truto, and Io thet
way exiinguish it, al least for the tims
being; but while they live that truth
will abide. And God Lee eald c.o-
cerning the work 1o ti.e lust daye, that
1t shall not perish, and that the people
who bave mcceptea It shall pol he
destroyed. It will stand apd faldll
the deptiny thal has been aaelgm_ad Lo
it, noiii the Bavivr aball come.

It is gratifying aleo to bear testl-
monlea copoerning the glits of tbe
Guepel. [t filla my heart with delight.

would to God that sl of ueilved in
such s mepoer that we would have
thers gifte constantly witb ue, because
if we did we would be a very diferent
people to whal we are. We would not
be partied about, as many of usare,
with every wind of d-otrine, and by
the cunoipg craltioess of men, whele-
by they lie in wait to deceive. We
are Iin tbat copodition loday, lo womne
extent., The Apostle Psul saya ithat
tbe A postles were placed 1o the Caurch

expressly to keep the Haints from he-
ing carrled away hy every wind of
dootrine and by the cunning craftiness
of men, You wateh tbe men that
listen to the Apostlee, to the authority
that God bae pleced in His Churon,
and you will find that they are not
carried sbout ny cuoning craftiness ol
men not by every wind of dogtrlne.
But the people tbst neglect and deride
that anthorivy, they are oarried ushout
in that manuwer, Men may say it ie
wrong to ohey the Priesthood. I tell
you the world will not he aaved uniess
it is through the exerciee of tbe
anthority of the Priesthood of the Bon
of GQod, uonder His own direction. We
may as wel] look that eguarely in the
face as not. I know it 18 becoming &
somewhal popular doctrine In our
midst and some fewl nsthough itle

something wrong to etand up for the | do rDy of you.

more lightly (axed, And Lthe
people prospered. They were thrif-
ty. They were taught lessons which
if they had been carrled ouat,
would bave relleved them from Lhe
hondage of deut and heavy taxatlon
tbey are now In, But the people are
blind to many thinge; at least, they
do not open thelf eyes tosee, If you
Liatter-day Baintes would take to heart
tbe counsels that you bave recejved
this afternoon, and J)ive sg thai the
Bpirit of God would rept upon you in
puwer, you would see a grent man}
things thst yon Jdo not see now, and
you would nut be carrled about by
every wind of doctrine and by every
alory, mo matter what it ts. I do not
leel to repronch you, becnuee I helleve
you are the heet people on the earih.
Ijteel to reproach myeelf as much as I
But this is our con-

principles that God has revealed to this | diticn.

Churob, and by which tbir Ohurch
bas heen led to itp present cooditlen,
\We all must ait with our bande on cur
mouths, for fear wa WwIll say aomge-
thing that wiil offend somehody In
connection with the pringipies of the
(ospel and tbe orgsnization of the
Onurch of Christ. It is the iruth that
God has restored the Priesthood to the
ohildren of men for deflnlte purposes,
Ia one of those purposes lo tyrnn-

nize, to opprees, to bind heavy
hardeps upon the people of Qod?
No, it 1 npotj &nd the Lot
ter-day Baints koppw that it 1s nol.

God has restorud the Priesthoo.d lo Bave
men, [t has saved men, [t hase
bretight hlesslnge, 1t bas brought lib-
erty, it has brought elevation, It bhas
brought tbe blessinge of heaven and
earth unto ihe people who have joined
tble Chureh and who have been led
and governed by the Priesthood.

Leading mmen of the nation loday
acknowledge that the lnpes which
bave heen lajid down for the hullding
up of this comisonweallh ofy Utah are

linea ol the most patrjotic cbaraoter, |

worthy ot imitation by the whole peo-.

Now, the Liord has done wonders 1n
our land, and we do not appreciate
that which He bas done as muUch &8s
olthers who come and look at me. We
have been maligne}l toruch an extent
that many jecple supposed we were
the most monetrous people on the
fuce of the earth; but when they
come anJd see ue, and are told
what has been done, and they have the
opportunity of examioing thene thinge,
many are tilled with admiration, and
they wonder why It s our puople are
nol more appreciatlve tban they ap-
pear to he. We allow ourselves to be
carrlod away by eversthing that
ariser., Ip rome respects we ale the
most guliible aod eaelly deluded of
any people. Yel tbere ls n apirit of
diecernment rest!ng upon the peonle,
and wben they hear the voice of the
Lrue Bhepberd they kpow It

I am proud and tbankful that [ am
a Lintler-uay Baint, and that [ bave &
place and a nrme among you and
with you ino this land. I bave wit-
nesnod {te growth from the heginning,
[ have seen Lhe ohanges Ibhat bave
taken place; [ have peen bhow much

pie of the United Blates. 1 have let- | (Jud has done for us, and I cannot he

ters in my poeseselon from leadlne | oo thanktul.
men of this nation, acknowledging |

these facte. Of courte, they do nolen y
anything sbout religion. But we

know Lhe effect it bus bad upon nelof any peopie upon the face of

from 8 religioues standpoint. Today
tnere ia no euch exnmple oD the earlb
as tn sfforded by theee Latter-dny
Bafnts in these mountains, Look at that
which bas been dune, Thouesands have
been brought from penury lo the gld
world, not to erpeak of our own coun-

Itry and imprese these
things, too, upon those who are nround
me, 3pd who have oot seen lbem. L
think we onght tu be the,most (bankful
tbe
earth; Jor lhe bund of QGod bas besn
visibie all thedny long In thet which
has iaken place, \When 1 think of the
plote and the devices that buave heen
framed to deatroy ne. Il marvel at our
preservation. Forten years while I
wus in Congrees [ bad a conetant Aght

try, to this land and placed io the{ip prevent the ensctment of legisla-

conditlon which now sufrounde them;

a desert land, a Iand thsl wasunin. |

vitiog, has beeu madeto literally hlos.
aon) ae the rose, until 1t has hecome the
adm!ralion of every visitor. And
this has been done hy the Mormone
snd by dormonism] Thousande of
people hiess the day thel they ever
peard the Qoapel, becaure of the free-
dom jt has brought to them and their
chlldren.

The sim of the leaders hna always
peen that every man should beve a
bome of bis own, cultlvate hle own
land, and Dot be texed out of it, We
oarried out thla policy for years, and
suocoessfully, too. There was po com-
munity apnywhere in the lacd where
89 meny persons owaed their own
homes, in proportion-to{be papuiation,
as in Utab, and no people that were

tlon that would haveswepl away every
liherty ihat- we enjoyed, and 1t re-
quired the power of Qod to preserve
this people. Booree of measules Were
fiamed bers and &ent down to Oon.
gress, sltmest any one of which, if
enapted, would bave deprived ua of
every olvil right. It is only very
recently since an attempt was made to
disfranchlee ue nnd reduce us to the
jevel ot the Obinamen and tbe Indlan,
and then what wonld we have heen?
You look at thoees races and see lho
treatient Lthey receive, and you oan

form an lder of bow ii wonld bhave
heen with wue We should have
heen plundered and robhed of
everytbing, and we should have
been defenseless, Who would have
ocared about wus when etripped of

political power? What f» It that
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