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DESERET EVENING NEWS

Throwing the Life Line to

HE year about to close has hecn

one of marvelous advancement

in the arts and sciences, in in-

vontions of vehicles to navigute
land, water and air; in free hospitals,
ehildren’s homes, and numérous other
charitable shelters for the poor and
pelpiess, In no direction, however, has
ghis progress been more marked and
aoKUNg than in the movements (o the
pederment of dellnquent and unforiu-
nate boys and girls. In many states
of the Unjon jusenile eourts have made
wonderful progress and accomplished
unwld good, and in our own state hun-
diecls  of -families hove cause for
thanksgiving for the help they have re.
ceived thioush these insulations, in the
rochuiming and bringing ocack to the
family hearth many a wayw wrd son wr
daughter.

THE JUVENILE COURT.

The juvenile court s distinctly a
modern production,  evolved out  of
years and ages of expericace in the
handiing of siiled bad boys, and
fias come down to us through much op-
position and . tribulation, untl  tod
backed by an overwhelming  pu
sentiment, and sustained by the high-
e¢st courts of all the states whoere il
exists, it is an established Tactor in
the judicial (abrie of the mosl prog
sive and enlightened states in A

Utah has been no exceptiod )
rule in her endeavor to establish chii-
dren's courts, for thelr supporiers have
been perplexed by writs of mandamus,
habeas corpus, and in varous other
ways, by people who, through lack of
unuerstanaing, hay pposea the work.
There Is little wonder to be expressed
at this, for a removal of children wha
hive commit infractions of the law,
from the criminal court with its pon-
derous and somber machinery, with its
sheriffs, constables and policemen, &l
its lawwyers with lesr tongues,” Lo
& quiet room presided over by kindly
.probation officers, and intu tue
presence of a judge who, sits with the
boys around g table and talks to ther
Just as a father should, the contro
idea being, “‘everything for the

of the child.” ains, no prison cell,
Lut as far @ ible a wholesoma,
llomelike here permeating the
entire ngs, with an cffort to
lead, ., the delinquent back *o
the path of duty and right o need

of lawyers, no need L total
absence of eriminal proce ural-
i urt attorney long
' and make & atly,
few dollars
1slng to say that
the members of
rive the court thelr
Our suprenic
ed the Jaw when

1o get into the e
and, incidentaly, a

1l profession g
st hearty support.
court, too, has sust
appealed to In a splendid and exhaus-
tive decision, declaring the law con-
etitutional, and giving some sound ad-
vice as well.

WHAT THE COURT IS.

The juvenile court was first organ-
jzed in Utah in 1905. It was then a
eity affair, controlled by a commission
consisting of the mayor, chlef of police
and superintendent of city schools. The
first juvenile court judge wus a man

full or zeal and Jove for the cause,
but not learned In the law. This las.
condition was unfortunate, for thoroe

wag 4 new and unigque system of juris-
prudence being established In the s=tate,
and it would secem that the emergency
called for considerable legal knowledge
to enable the incumbent of the office to
properly interpret the new law. And
however honest and energetic, however
good his Intentions, he committed a
number of errors and unfortunate legal

blunders which brought the juvenile
court system Into more or less contempt
in the nublic mind.

The legislature of 1809, finding. somo
weak spots In the original law and the
Tlaws amendatory thereof, passed an en-
tirely new one, much br er and far-
reaching In its scope, Among the many
good fentures of the new law Is a pro-
vislon for trial by jury, which placed
the court in o position to try and pun-
ish adults who contribute to the de-
linquency of children. sSimilar powers
vested In the juvenile courts of othes
states have proved of great help to
them It will also help us when we
can put It Into operation. For the pres-
ent, however, Lhig {8 impracticable be-
cause of the lack of funds nt the court's
dirposal, as trinl by jury and the regu-
lar prosess of the crlminal court which
would have to be followed in the proge-
cution of adults would be quite expen-
alve. This class of cases is now turned
over to the justices of the peace, whn
have supported our work in a splendld
MANNer.

HOW ORGANIZED
The control of the juvealle court un-

der the present law Is vested in a board
of commissioners consisting at present
ol Gov., WiHlbim  Spry, Supt. of Publlc
Instruction A. ¢, Nelson and Atty. Gen.
Albert R. Barnes, John K. Hardy,
the capable and accommodating secre-
tary to the governor, also acts as pri-
vilte secretary o the commission. He is
one of the best posted men in the state
on Juvenile court business, and has
been a great help to officers of the sys-
tem. These gentlemen have been loyal
to the juvenile court cause, and huve
rendered It every facillty wlithin their
power to make it effectual In the ele-
vation and protection: of the boys and
girls,. To succeed Judge Brown, the
commission was fortunate in securing
the services of Dr. E. G. Gowans as
Juvenlle judge, and that gentleman,
with his ability as Instructor, his col-
lege training, and above all, his wide
expericnee and thorough understanding
of the “boy," did much toward restor-
ing the juveénile court to the place of
honor where it rightly belongs. The
state is alsn to be congratulated upon
the promotion of Dr. Gowans to take
charge of the Industrial school at Og-
den. There is perhaps no man in the
state better gualified for that difficult
and important position. A general sec-
‘etary is also provided to look after the
interests of the court in the entire state
Thit position Is now held by that genial
veteran, Major Breeden. The officers of
the court are: A judge whose jurisdic-
tlon extends over the judielal district
in which he presldes, in districts where
there are countles containing cities of
the first and second class. In this dis-
trict. the Third, Salt Lake, Summit and
Tooele counties are embraced, There
is also a chief probation officer In e¢ach
of the counties in the district, and they
ara supported by assistant probation
officers in such numbers as may be
avallable under present clrcumstances.
Many prominent and influentlal cltizens
have volunteered their services for this
work, and have been a great help to
the court. The regular probation offl-
cers for Salt Lake county are: Chiefl
Probation Officer Guardallo Brown; as-
sistants, Charles A. Sperry, George
Snow Gibbs (who {8 also clerk), Mes-
dames Anna L. Young and Hattic
James. Mr. Brown s a splendld of-
flcer, whose experience and natural tact
make his services invaluable, and the
same might o sald of the other gen-
tlemen and ladies. named, each is an
efflclent officer, awake to the Impor-
tanca and requirements of the duties

entrusted to their care.
C. R. Jones of Coalville is chief pro-
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Brown, chief probation officer and

s

OFFICERS OF THE JUVENILE COURT.
Standing From Left to Right—Mrs. Ann L. Young, probation officer, Mrs. Margaret James, asslstant pro-
bation ofMicer, and George Snow Gibbs, county probation officer. ¢
Seated From Left to Right—Judge Alexander McMaster, Charles S. Sperry, probation officer, and Guardello

superintendent of the detention home.
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elinquents

Young

bation officer of Summit county. and 1s
dolng excellent service among the boys
and girls in that vicinity. He is be-
Ing loyally sustalned by Supt. A. D.
Griffith of the public schools at Park
City, the district school tcachers
and many county officlals and
other prominent people, among whom
the affable Judge R. H. Waters {s de-
gerving of special mention, owlng to his
uctive and Intelligent support of the
juvenile court cause in Park City

(. . McBride is chief probation offi-
cer of Tooele county, and Is doing o
good work there, having the confidenco
and ald of the people generally.

HOW WORK IS DONE

A case In the juvenile court Is com-
menced by fiing a written complaint.
The offenses charged range all the way
from the truancy of the rosy cheeked
urchin of cight to the burglary of tha
husky, deflant youth of 17. The child
is not always brought before the judge,
but as a rule, unless the charge is grave
and the *“culprit” obstinate, he is han-
dled by ths probation officers.

AN IMPORTANT POSITION,

Scarcely less Important than the judge
1s the probatlon officer. He must be us
“wise 4 serpent and as harmless as
a dove, The most Important thing
when a youngster is brought in is to
prevail upon him to tell the whole
cruth, for unless he can be induced to
do this the results are not apt to be sue-
«essful. As a usual thing he does not
llke to make a “clean breast” of it, for
he has probably already stoutly main-
tained his Innocence to his parents and
teachers, and now when brought into
court he does not want to “own up.”

But a few friendly and well chosen
yuestions soon bring tears to the eyes
of the boy and a “full confession"” Iz
forthcoming, and the *“facts' are soon
in the posscsslon of the offlcers. In a
large majority of cases, an explanation
of the law vlolated, the conscquences
of fine and imprisonment it might bring,
not only to him, but to his parents (and
even the worst of these little fellows
never want father or mother punished),
with some good advice glven in a firm,
kindly manner, result In a cure, for tahe
boys seldom return into court on ac-
count of further delinquencies It
thought advisable the “patient” s re-
" quired to report occasionally to the
Judge or probation offlcers, and usually
after a few weoks, If the boy seems
to ba doing all right, he Is excused from
these visits. Sometimes, however, the
probationer I8 weak and falls Into
transgression, that Is, he falls to keep
falth with the court, and i= agan
brought In, looking very sheepish in
most instances, 1w¢ he had promised to
be a good boy and give the court a
“square deal.” Then the Industrial
school or the detention home Is men-
tioned to him, and he begins to peg for
“just one more chance,” which Is us-
ually given him. When he returns a
number of times, however, and It be-
comes apparcnt that a little restraint
will be for his best good, he §s sent to
the tralning school until he mends his
ways, and as soon as his behavior jus-
tifies it he is returned to his home. Dur-
Ing the preliminary stages, If he ylelds
to gentle persuasion, the boy Is not
given a court record, that Is, his name
Is not placed on the court records.
The representatives of the press have
been requested not to publish the pro-

ceedings of the court unless some adult
person fs Invelved, or some unusual
matter arises with which the publie
have a right to be made acqualnted,and
the “newspaper boys" have respected
the request Incidentally it Is proper
to =say that the newspapers have been
among the best friends and supporters
of the juvenlle court, and have used
thelr great Influence In our behalf,
which Is most gratifying, for without
their ald the work would lack much
of Its success

CO-OPERATION OF PARENTS. -

It {8 the rule when a complaint is
made agalnst a boy or girl to call In the
parents or guardian, and have a talk
with them before deciding what course
to pursus with the child. In most
cases the parents agree with tha offi-
cers as to the best method to be pur-
sued, and this always makes the way
clear, and the child is much more easl-
ly corrocted. Some times, however,
the parent comes In angry and deflant
and threatens to do all kinds of un-
pleasant things to the court and offi-
cers, which Is, of course, the worsat
thing that could be done for the child,
for he partakes of his parent's spirlt,
and is not so submissive to our efforts
as he otherwise would be.

THE TRAINING SCHOOL.

The Ulntah Tralning school, an in-
stitution established by the county for
homeless and delinquent boys, is situ-
ated at Poplar Grove, Salt Lake county,
and Is a splendld home, but being only
a temporary abode, Improvements
which would otherwise be made are
lacking. The county has purchased
the old State street Orphanage and Day

Nursery, and in the near future the
training school will be located there
As there are several acres of excellent
land connected witll the new home, it
will make an ideal place for the school,
giving the chilidren a model play ground
and also tho menns of tilling the =oil,
ralsing fruit, vegetables, ete., which
many boys love to do. At present tho
boye at the tralning school are site
ing the grade schools in the wvicinity

and excellent reports come from the
teachers as to thelr efliclency and de-
portment A detention home for giris

is alse badly needed, and was author-
jzed by the last leglzlature, but owing
to lack of funds it has not been
ble to secure It, but hope Is én
that it will be established soon

LAST RESORT

Sometimes & boy becomes =20 incor-
rigible at the tralning school that it is
necessary to take him out and send him
to the Industrial school, but In thes.
as In all other cases, this Is only dona
as a last resort, Every plan and schema
is resorted to, and the delinquent is
given “another chance™ time and time
again, and only after every other
means has falled Is he =sent to the Og-
den school until he Is 21 years of age,
or until released by proper authority

PARENTS TO BLAME,

Unfortunately in the majority of
cages parents are to blame for the de-
linquency of thelr children. Through
intemperance, immorality, incompetency
or {gnorance, the home environment,
which has an important influence over
the young, Is so bad that it would be
next to impossible for the children to
be anything but candidates for correc-
tlon. Cases have occurred where both
the father and mother have been i
court In a state of Intoxication, plead-
ing in a maudlin way for the reten-
tion of their children Offspring are
only taken from parents for gross im-
morallty on the part of the parents
or guardians, or for other reasons
which make the home an absolutely
unfit or unsafe place for the children
to remain In. At times parents have
too much confidence in thelr children,
and frequently know less about their
mischlef than others do, for & boy or
girl who has done wrong will hide It
from father and mother to the very
last,

A caso in point occurrad a few weeks
since when a prominent man llving In
one of the country wards came into
court with two bright, manly looking
boys. A neighbor had charged the
boys with repeatedly committing an of-
fense which had become very annoy-
ing, and when the father was appealed
to, he abused the neighbor shamefully,
saying he knew his boyvs were Innocent,

(1 1aid

tained

BY ALEXANDER McMASTER,
Judge of the Juvenile Court.

and ho

for they denled the charge, 5
had never caught one of them In a
lie, He also berated the complaining
nelghbor in court and cislled him o
buase  prey ator, and sald that
Ihruugli spite he was endeavoring o
bluck=n ths character of the boys. He
also malntained that his bove Fere ab-
solutaly innocent, for they told him

so. IHa soon suffered the humittation of
hearing Both boys confess to the charg-
es mude against them, and give l‘u.‘}
Jars ns to how they perpetritec
verime”  Sad o relate the father
not man cnough to apologlze Lo
nelghbor

SENTIMENT AROUSED

Notwlthstanding the opposition to tha

venlle court, It Is gradually forging
'.| 1ol ing a aplendid mission,
which © be accomplished by any
other m ; at hand. It Is safa
ta sy that 90 eent of all the boys
and eirls brought Into court are turned
from  delinguency  and  incorvigibillt
but it must be admitted some 5
apparently complete fadlure Lvery
thinking person famillar with child na-
ture will readily understand that this
must be so, Otherwise the juvenile
court would have achieved perfection,
& claim which its friends do not pre-
tend to male. I 10 per cent of the de-
linquents were cured and % per 1Ll
woere fatlures, the juvenlile court v sl
still be a good Investment for the stale
The prosccution of every eriminal 1
great expense, and In some CAases the
amount of money spent to convi wnd

the

care for a prisoner after conviction ia
enormous A strong public sentiment
in favor of earing for the unfortunats

boy and girl, founded on the Idea th
it Is better to prevent them from be-
coming eriminals than to cave for lhc!n
in prisons after thty have become such,
ls spreading throughout the country,
and 1a guining a solld foothold In Utah.
Churches, minlsters, rehool lr,-:uh-"‘rﬂ,
professional men., working men, ladies
and other socleties, and fndesd all
clussges of people are rallying to ita ales
and giving it thelr moral support

The prospects are that in the DBee-
hive state will be built up one of th
best and most salutary juvenile eourt
svatems in America, But in order to
realiza o desirablo results, not only
public gentiment must b aroused, but
a much mora liberal supply of money
must bha had It the next legislature
will make an appropriation for the ju-
venile courts of the state In anywis
commensurate with their importance,
thelr usefulness will be Immeasurably
{nereased, and whore hundreds of boys
and glrls are now helped, thousands will
be benefited and blessed, and many a
proapective eriminal will be turned into
a good citizen, and Instead of being a
burden will become a valuable asset to
the state,

W. S. HENDERSON

Wholesale Grocer

Special Attention
Given to Mail
Order Business
Quick Delivery

Cor. Second South and
Third West Streets
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SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH.

GAS COAL and COKE

J. H. WHITE, Trt;.veling Sales Agent.

W. O. BRIDGMAN, Traveling Sales Agent.

Offices: Seventh Floor, Judge Building ||
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