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WE have listened to a t many
things to-day that are instructive
and interesting to all of {the Latter-
day Saints, A few of us have come
among you, to teach you certain
mncciplea, and amunﬁg others to

h you how to pray, in order that
your prayers and Euppiimtiqna may
find acceptance before the Lord God
our Heavenly Father The disciples’
of Jesus came to Him, in his ny,‘
and said, “Lord teach us to pray as
John taught his disciples.” And if

it was proper for them it is also };{m-
per for us; for we profess to be His
disciples ani the children of our
Heavenly Father; we

fess to be- | instruztion from God in

hosd upon the earth; and this
Priesthood, we are told, administers

‘| both in time and in eternity; there-

fore it refers to this world and also
to the world to come.

Then, there are other things of a
gsimilar nature. Not only are we
indebted to the Lord for the offices,
organizations and Priesthood of this
Church, but also for its doctrines
and ordinances. We talk sometimes
about the Church of Godj then we
talk again about the Kingdom of
God, or, in other words, the govern-
ment of God, and we pray some-
times that the will of God may be
doné on earth as it is done in heav-
en, 48 we read of; and when we can
comprehend it we shall find that
the government of God will receive
guidance, direction, revelation dar;d

0

lieve that God has established His | jts acts, just as much as the Church

Church and His kin
earth, and that th
kingdom nor man’s government nor
the rule, nor the laws of
the rule and laws of God.
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the Church of God, it is not the|Isit the
Church of man. This Church did |exactly.

not receive its doctrines nor its ordi-
nances from man, nor any prinei- |
les it possesses; but it received
hem from the Lord by revelation
through the communications that
He made unto His servant J h
Smith. There are no

debted to for any

ple under | part “of
the heavens that this Church is in-{owe allegian
light, for any | ernment
truth, for any intelligence pertain- | Joyal and patriotic,

the | of God does and upon the same prin-
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hen, we have anether kind of

man; but | government, that is to say, we have
is | the government of the United States.
vernment of God? Not | Regu

: t does not look very much
like it sometimes; there is not that
kind of order about it that there will
be about the other. But how shall
we treat it? Treat it right. Are we
subjects of that government? Yes,
We, as a Territory, form an integral
the United States; we
ce unfo that gov-
and ought fo be
and ought fo ful-

ing to God. We did not receive any | fil all of the duties and responsibili-

i;lfurmatiﬂn th

of Christiani

h their semina- | ties that devolve upon us to attend
es; we could find none among the|to as citizens thereof.
religious world; amidst the teachers|few foolish
ty, or of any other sys- | prejudice lend themselves as tools to
tem. We did not receive any doe- | the adversary to
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ple laboring under

publish and circu-

trine which we believe in,nor ordi-| late falsehoods, and because their
nance that has been taught or any |statements are believed by people

principle pertaining to the salvation | who are more ready to believe false- |
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from men; nor fromany system of | men s
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body of learned men; for everything | instances try
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to deprive us of our

we know we are imieybted to the re- | liberties, shall we condemn every-
velations of Jesus Christ made unto | thing that is good in the United
us. This is the same also in regard | States? I tell you nay. I will give

to the organizations and of-|you my feelings about the United
fices of this Church. We are|States to-day. I donot believe, not-
not formed after the pattern}withstanding thereis a great deal of

of any other body of men that|*“fuss and :
the earth. Have we a|called the Anti-Polygamy societies,
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a body of High Priests? Yes. Who | its constitution and institutions guar-
taught us anything about them?|antee to all citizens freedom of

Can you find anything about them
in the religious world? I think not.
Who taught us about these things?

“You find the account in the Book of | piness, and any violation of the|

Doctrine and Covenants, given by
revelation, in the same way that

other principles and doctrines were
given. Have we High Councils?
Who orga

thought, freedom to worship, free-
dom of action, and the untrammel-
led pursuit of life, liberty and bap-

common rights of man is an infrac-
tion of law and a violation of the
great fundamental principles of our
government. And any man or com-

nized them? The Tord;|bination of men, who seek to per-
and He revealed unto them their|vert under any

retext the great

duties and told them how to sit up- | underlying principles of our govern-
on cases and how to judge and ope- | ment, knowingly or unknowingly,

rate, and gave them their rule of|are the enemies of this

great com-

practice in regard to the trial of | monwealth, When men attempt to
causes referred to them. God gave |strike at the constitution of any

us all these; we knew nothing about | government, :
not the wisest of us, not even | at the life and vitality of that gov-

the

they are aiming a blow

Joseph Smith himself until the Lord | ernment or nation, they are ene-

revealed His will, and it is to Him | mies of the
lay the axe at the root of its prosper-
the Elders, | ity.

we are mdebted for them. The
same thing H.Epllen to
also to the Bishoprie, with its duties

and courte; God has dietated and |to the high
rtaining to all of | the hand of
nd who told us|had a great destiny to fulfil, among

given instruction
these matters.
about Priests and Teachers and
Deacons? ‘The Lord has pointed out
theirseveral duties, These then are
Jeading officers of the Church and
Kingdom of God, together with the |
Pafriarchs. _

Now, is this the Charch of man?
I do not think it is; T care nothing
abeut the opinions of men in regard
to what officers they think ought to
be in the Church and Kingdom
of  God, for God has revealed them,
that is, He has revealed the offices
for His Church. Very well, then
they are under, or ought to beunder
the guidance, government and direc-

government and they

We, as a nation, have been guided
goaitiun we occupy by
od. This nation has

other things to prepare a place upon

and act foolishly, and in some |

power we will proleet. the righis of
all men that ceme within our reach.
We can afford to do that all the
time. And if men in: position, and
men professedly statesmen; do
know what they are duiug when
they attack the liberties and rights
of men,we do. What is cur case to-
day, should the injustice contem-
plated against us be ' consum-
mated, will be somebody’s else turn
to-morrow. 1f others can stand this
perversion of 'eonstitutional rights
and the attack upon the liber-
ties therein guaranteed, we
can. It is just the entering wedge
that by and by, if its projectors are
not very careful, will split up and
divide and destroy those principles

produce confusion, misery, blood

shed, death and destruction, and an
utter overthrow of this great and
magnanimous nation.  We have
already some premonitory warnings
of these things. What of . the dis-
graceful doings in Pittsburg in 1877,
the ou by the Kliu Klux+and
lators, the introduction into our
midst of Communistic and Nihilistic
combinations, and the antagonism
between laborand eapital? To what,
if unchecked, may these and other
irregularities grow, which are now

only in, a .state of ingipiency
among zus. I feel to mourn
mysellf when I =see acts of

this Kind through the ' foolishness
of men., They do not know what
they are doing. they know not the
results of their own acts, the%knnw
not that they are prompted by the
insc{)imtiun that comes from beneath
?.]nu that their steps lead down to
ell. : J A
It may be pro here, however
to state thatpthgﬁgnmnr:fdemte ,frar;en3
marks of a small clique of narrow-
minded bigots and the frantic rav-
ings of a few frenzied religionists,
are not the sense of this nation.
There are hundreds of thousands of
large-hearted, liberal-minded men,
who look at things _ :
from another standpoint, and who
are not to disrupt and dis-
franchise the citizens of a whole Ter-
ritory of the United Stales, to. make
the people and their property a ‘me
to designing demagogues; to deso-
late their homes and turn them over
to a pack of rapacious howling
wolves, at the behest of pseudo re-
formers, religious bigots, or fanatical
demagogues., They Eknow full well
that if the liberties and rights of one
set of people can be interfered with,

then those of another people may be,
that if one Territory can disfran-
chised and robbed another may be,
and that if Territories can
be Dblotted out and  despoil-
ed, so can States, and that just as
certain as this is permitted, the
strong bulwarks of our nation’s
greatness are attacked, the axe is
being laid at the root of the tree,and
this great and grand republie, weak,
divided, and emasculated will crum-
ble into decay and ruin.

What shall we do? We will do
just as Joseph Smith said long ago
we would . He =said when men
shall begin to tamper with therights
the liberties and freedom of men, an
shall strike down those glorious prin-
ciples introduced, by the Almighty
for the welfare of the peoples; that
whenever they do this, and when

one plank after another shall be
taken away from the platform of
liberty and equal rights to all men,
that the Elders of Israel will rally
around the Constitution of the
United States and sustain it, if no-
body else will, They will come to its
rescue and procl liberty to all
the nation and to all men. Now
write it down! It 1s being written,
and [ expect it will be published, I
am not ashamed of any such prin-
ciples as those; they emanate from
God, and He is the author of them,
and He is the friend of this people
and of all good men everywhere in

the earth where God could establish § the world Will we try to injure this

His Kingdom, and where freedom
and equal rights could be extendeil
to all men. Joseph Smith, in speak-
ing of the Constitution of thé United
States, said that it was given
by the inspiration of God. And
shall we attempt to interfere with
any principles enunciated there-
in, principles given by the in-
spiration of God? No, We will sus-
tain them. We will be true to our
allegiance, by all our acts in all our
lives, And if narrow-minded, un-
just, ealumnious and turbulent peo-

tion of the Almighty. And if any
of vou have received either the

£ or Asropio Priesthood, |
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ple can not aflord to give us our
rights, we can afford to ?va them
theire, If others can not afford to

nation? No. Will we plot against
them? No. Will we sow dissension
and discord and tribulation? No.
We will sustain every principle of
honor, justice and truth, and every
principle of virtue and everything
that is calculated to elevate and en-
noble man u the earth, and to
exalt him to the heavens.

Then as to other matters. Bro-
ther Woodruff was talking about
people going out to some of the set-
tlements. That is right. Shall we
do it? Yes. Will we follow coun-
sel in that as well as in other things?

of course we will; we will do what
(God and the Holy Prissthood want

for which their fathers bled, and!

not |

| ¢control

T-Aﬂlﬂl‘iﬁl and

anybody, vet it may not be out. of {it as much as we-ought, |

place to ask those foolish people who

talk and write so' much about poly-
gamy this pertinent question. What
of the institutions of our moral re-

formers, these monegamists, these
pro ed modern exam : of

pur?f; and ' virtue? ., of
these? They are  'so foul, de-
graded and hideous that they shock
the moral sensibilities of decent hu-
manity; they will not bear the light
of day; if spoken of at all it must
be with closed doors and bated
breath. - That spurious creed, that
compound of paganism and Christian
ity, established at Rome in the early
centuries of our among ite other
exploits assumed to correct the or-
der of God in regard to the marital
relations, and to stop up, toeurb and
those legitimate avenues
which God had provided to regulate
the turbulent and unruly passions
of man, through the legitimate and
honorable estate of matrimony,
which unnatural acts,like the confin-
ing of the volcanos’ flres have only
caused them to burst forth with ten-
fold energy; and as the pent up lava,
once free from its' confinement
spreads desolation far and wide, and
overwhelms cottages, hamlets, vil-
lages and cities in ifs resistless course,
so have these mad, unnatural acts
and teachings  filled Europe,
indeed all Chris-
tian mations with a  social
and moral pestilence, withering
blighting and destroying every soul
it touches. Need I name it? It is

that horrible institution of udo
Christianity wn as “the social
evil,” with a unnatural, disgust-

ing and revolting adjuncts. The
self styled reformers of modern Chris-
tianity, anti-polygamists and pro-

|

riaining to us l

fessedly reli 8, though they be,
are unable to cope with this flagrant,
burning infamy. In spite of all
their powers and influences, like the
deadly simoon it sweeps through the
land, permeating all their cities and
villages, Yet they, with unblushing
hypoerisy, whilst writhing in the

{ deadly coils of this dreadful anacon-

da, assume to ignore their horrible
position, and would even drag us
down to a like destiuction, and would
blast our youth, our manhood and

| our womanhood with their corrupt-

ing, bli%ting and damning influ-
ences,

enter thou not into their secret, and

mine honor with them be thou not |

united.” We have had more than
enough already of their drunken-
ness, debauchery and corruption
forced upon us, we have been over
and over again nauseated with the
immoral stench surrounding some of
the members of the bench and bar;
we want no more of such exhibi-
tions, bedecked and bedizened

though they be with these
adjuncts of a self styled |
Christianity. Hypocrites, liars and

lascivious men do not shine wvery
brilliantly in the role of reformerss
Yet such creatures, often  rotten
with laseiviousness and corruption,
talk against the principles that God
has revealed, and make war upon
laws of holiness that bhave been
communicated from heaven for the
exaltation of the human family, and
to save them from many abomin-
able and almost nameless cérimes,
amongst them those of infanticide
and feeticide; wherein women im-
brue their hands in the blood of
their innocent offspring, and men
yet more vile assist them in the
crime. The above is a lamentable
state of things, and I do not take
pleasure in its recapitulation, but I
am very, very serry, that it is too
true. God has infroduced laws “to
correct all this, principles to elevate
and exalt His earthly children.;”Let
the wicked rave against His gospel,
God will maintain the right, and He
will sustain His people, while those
who oppose Him and endeavor to
frustrate His purposes will dwindle
away; they wiil go down and wallow
in corruption until they enter into
another state of existence where
they will find they have been fight-
ing against God, inst the laws of
life and the principles of virtue and
eternal truth.

We need not be concerned about
the acts of men; we will do right
ourselves, We profess to be the
people of God, and it is for us to ob-
serve His law, and when you are
taught how to y, do it, but do
not Erray h ically, but pray in
all sincerity ahd with all truthful-
ness; and when you approach God,
feel to say, O God, search me and tyy

me; and prove me, and if thers isapy

e say to such, “My soul |
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what then? We expect if lyav
Zion’s institfution and weéanjen
that they will sustain Zionu,
the people of Zionjand then
ple of Zion will sustain them, im:
are some of my feelings in |
these things. Buf it is for whgo
one, and stand by honest he
and virtucus ciples; |
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that do not doe right, treat thaot
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wards all men, and wo
honorable men aright evemmta
and while we would be full diai:
ness towards institutions sghe
that is, (which I consider has@h
*gl'ﬂﬂt deal of good and whig
ought and must sustain;) ybd
| must condemn everything thfoc
wrong there or anywhepe 8 |
These are my feelings pbe
spoken I speak thus plainjjha
you may understand me, Bgat
of certain rumors shall wesse
aside from the right and tum®s «
the Gentiles? No I do not it 1
any such principle; I think weio:
stick to Zion and eo her instig®
and if anything is wrong punh
the wrong and mainiain thefe
This is the way I look at it2h
| let us attend to the adj ili
these matters. vl
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find the progress made, Youf?
most *beautiful high school ¢
here; I was talking with your s,
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getting along very well in 2V¢
matters, and that th are I
‘vﬁry satisfactorily in the infe¥!
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And then, your Sunday St ¢
learn are progressing. I am ¥
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these matters throughout thel
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statistics of the schools of thel,
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the whole nation in regard ¥5
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