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A. O Botkin; Kanpsas, J. W. Gregory,
Idabo, A. W. Hogar; Colorado, Hon.
Platt Rogere; Californis, Col. Jobn P.
Irish.

The vice presidents at this point were
fovited to take their seats on the plat-
torm.

Thoe question of a commlittee to me-
maorialize Congress came up at the in-
stauce of Mr. Trisb, of California, and

sprovoked considerable huinorous de-
bate. Mr. Estee, of California, want-
ed to hear some remarks on the subject
then and there, Mr. Mlils of the same
Btate hid discovered that the time for
adjournment was at band and pre-
ferred to iake up the question later on.

Mr. Irlab was also for an adjoirnment,
it a member from Banpete evidently
did not get the polat of Mr. Mills’ re-
marks, and with a flovd of heated vra-
tory conrvuleed the bouse with laugh-
ter while Mr. Jrish was atill on his feet
with his mouth open. The speaker
declared himself In faver of henring
from the old men who had made the
ditchied and who knew what frrigation
was.

*‘That’s right,” says Mr, Irish, “we
want to hear from the old men and the
old muids, tou, before the convention Is
over. I am in favor of free discussion,
But the day is used up.”’

The puint was carried nnd the house
adjourned.

WEDNESDAY MORNING.

‘Ihe congress assembled ut the Ex-
opition building a1 9:30 A.m. A full
{;uuse was in attendance. Mr, C. C,
Wright ealled the meetlng to order,
apd the minuten of yeslerdny were
read and Mr. Irish, chalrman of the
committee on resolutions, reported the
followlng:

Resolved, That the committee on reso-
lutions recomniend to the cduvention the
discussion of the following topics:

I—Should Congrees dounate lands out-
right to the States and Territories?

2—Should Congress ipstend make
grants in trust?

3—Should such donation or grant in
trust he of the arid lands only or inomde
the entire publicdomain within the Btates
and Territories to he henefited, or shoukd
it be limited to the number of acres of
both or cither? :

4—Upon what conditions and with
what restrictions should a grant io trust
be made.

65—Wbat may be imposed upon the
Btates and Territories Bgneﬁtad in the
form of federal action to compel the

reservation of water sourees by protect-
ing the forests which guard them?

6—Instead of such grunt or donation of
iand s it ndvisable that the federal gov-
ernment snould retain the public domain
and itself enter upoo the work of reclama-
tinn of the arid land and then lranster to
aciuul settlers?

The roport was referred to the com-
mittee of the whole,with Benator Wil-
liamn M, Stewart, of Nevada, in the
chair.

‘The followinyg letter was read from
Becretary Noble:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERION,
Washington, Sept. 9, 1891,
Hon. Arthur J.. Thomas, Governor, Salt
Lake City, Utab:

My Dear Sir—Yours of the 31at ultimno
has been received on hebalf of the com-
mitlee on general arrangemeant, inviting
me to be present at the session of the
Irrigatlon Congress to be beld in Sait
Lake City on September'15th, 16th and
1th,

It would indecd give me very great |

pleasure to be with thia congress. ‘Tho
questlon of irrigntion of the public do-
mnin, the preservation of reservoirs at
this time, and what future disposition
should be made of the syslem are
‘ol tho utmost importance nnd press-
ing for solution, but m official
dutios nre so urgent and the disinnce so |
[ great that [ cannot promise mysel! tho |
: pleasure of attending this congress.
Youa will confer upon ms a personal
| tavor if you will bring these questions in
particulnr to the attention of the congress
Lnnd bave transmitted to me their pro-
coedings in refation to the same. One of
the questions that interests ine grently is
whetber, if the reservoirs are made a’ tho
bead of the streams in onc State or Terri-
tory, they should be left entirely to the
contirol of that particularStateor Territory
by the government of theUnitedStates,and
even ifgr.rnnafarred to it whether the gov-
eroment should still keep control in
order that the Stntes or Territories lower
down on the siream may not be
utterly deprived of water; that is,whether
the Government sbould not koep its
band, as it were, upon the water to con-
trol, in caso of nocossity.
Yours truly,
JouN V. NoBLE, Secretary.

The congress was addressed by Mr.
Newlunds, of Nuvada. In a brief bug
impreesi ve speech hemade it olear to
at least some In the assembly thst
Western men should look after West-
ern interests, and after talking briefiy
on western Irrigalion, western siiver,
otc., infringed a little upon the non-
political ohnracter of the congress by
shggesting that these questions should

carried into the natlonal
political conventions, and as wesl-
ern men could acvomplish I, a

president of the United Btates be
cominated who is not only a silver
man, but o westorn wnnn thoroughly
[ ldentified with westernintereste.

This brought Mr. Estice to the ficor,
whose enrnést protest againetanything
that looked like polities being intro-
dnced into the congress reacted more

or less vigorously upon the political
side nf Mr. Newlands’ remnrke,

At this point the fullowing resolution
was offered by Col. O. J. Hollister:

are 80 situated ns to he easily watered
bave been already disposed of to settlers,
and those remnining unsold are worth-
leas without water, and the available
water has in the main also been appro-
priated, and econscquently those lands
cannot bo reclaimed without great outlay,
and botb land and water unappropriated
are vory limited 1n extent; and inasmuob
ua the grazing lands of said arid regions
are a sort of general commons to which
no one ¢can secure title, and yield no
revenus tonny government, and have no
care or police, and should be brought
within some sort of administration;

And inssmuch ns the timber lands of
snid rogion are undgr no supervision
worthy of the name, are being devastated
by fires and ont ofl at the head of streams,
endangering the ligpited water supply,
aod ought to be brought under n oloser
police, and rendered available to the poeo-
ple fn some of the Btatea and Territories;

And ipasmuch as from their nearncss
to the people most concerned|the povern-
ment of these nrid States and Territories
will more eflectively and speedily and
judiciously admipister such trust, if
granted to tbom,than the general govern=
ment can or will, that to asaume the con-
trary is to asperse popular govoroment
itseg; and for otber vanlid reasons not
pecessary to chiumerate here, it is the
sense of this body that all the unsold
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| people who are
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puhiie 1nnds in the arid reglon, with such
reair'etions us to mineral lands ax may be
found wise and practicable by congress,
and the control of the public waters in
said region, be granted outright to the
States and Terrilories respectively within
which theso lands and waters are ajiy-
ated, in trust for the people of said States
and Torritories,

Resolution by Mr. Huntington of
Oregon!

Resolved, That this congress will ask
no leglalation and ur%e no polioy which
will result in acquiring of title, by any
vorporation, ayndicate, or person, or more
thnn 320 acres of arid land,

Mr. Fuiton of Nevada hanied {p the
foliowing amendment to Mr. Hunting-
ton’s resolution:

Provided, That nothing sball be done
to prevent the donation hy the State or
Territory to water storage or irrigation
districts formed of land suitable for irri-
gation of lands within the lines of jts dia-
trict, to be made theg basis of a systeq) of
reclamation, either by subdivision and
sale in lots not vxceeding 320 ucres to cach
sottler or by the issue of bonds wpon it
or both. g

Resolutivn by Mr. SButherlin of Mogn-
tanu:

Resolved, That Congreas be asked to
as8 a law providing for the issus of
5150,000,000 two per cent.arid land bonds
to run thirty years, the proceeds from the
snle thereof to be advanced to the arid
land Biates and Territories for the pur-
os¢ of boring artesinn wells, construct-
ng reservoirs and canals under sueh
lawa as the States and Territories niny
onact, the interest and prineipal of the
bonds to be pnid by the States from the
proceeds of snle of water for frrigation
urposes; the nct to also provide for the
reo fssue of water coupons hy the dis-
trict courts Lo settlers, having decreed
waler rights, which shall be gooud for
thirty yoars.

Other resolutions were introduced ag
follows, all of which were referrud to
the committee:

Resolved, (1) That the proleolion of the
forests of the western balf of the [Tnitad
Biates and the re-forestation of iarge areas
are matters ot greaﬂ- concorn to al]l the

irectly interested in the
recinmatlon of the arid lands and are, in

Resolved—That inasmuch as thearable | fact, matters of greal moment top the
irrigable lands in the arid region thar;conntry at large, and we do most carnest-

ly insist that the Congreas of the United
Htates shall provido adequate moeans for
such protection and extension of the
forests,

2. That the representativas ofall the
Btates and Territories of the United States
which nre jmmmediately concerned with
the subject of irrigation urge upou Con-
5ress the neces+ity of providing, without

clay, such legialation as tnay be ngees-
sn? to atford the means of 8cttling jusily
and amicably all inter-sla’e quewions
growing out of the system of urrigation.

3. The representativos of the States nnd
Territories which nre eoocerned with
tbe subject of reclamation of arid
lands, for tho uses of agrigultur
horeb% recommend the followtﬁ:g? =

1. hat the States and Territories shall
ascertain by accurate survey what lands
ure susceptible of irrigation, publio or
private, together with the resources for
watar supply, and sball divide such lands
into jrrigation districts.

2. That such Siales may issue upon
such lands long term bonds bearing low
rate of interest to such an amount per
agre A8 mAY be necessary Lo reclaim all
such lands at an exponsoe within practio-
able limits, the interest being guaranteed.

3. Upon the lassue and negoliation of
sugh bonds, and depositing of same with
tho Treasurer of the TInited States, he
shall tesue thoreon to the Siates so depos-



