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the vice presidents at this point were
invited to take their seats on the plat-
form

the question of a committee to me-
morializemori alize conelessConaresseress came up at the in-
stance of mr irish of california and
provoked considerable humorous de-

bate mr estee of california want-
ed to bear some remarks antheon the subsubjecteject
then and there mr mills of the same
state had discovered that the time for
adjournment was at hand and pre-
ferred to take UD the question later on

mr was also for an adjournment
butblit a member from sanpete evidently
did not get the point of mr mills re-

marks and with a flood of heated ora-
tory convulsed the housebouse with laugh-
ter while mr irisharish was still on his feet
with hishia mouth open the speaker
declared himself in favor of hearing
from the old men who had made the
ditches and who knowknew what irrigation
wwas

right says mr irish we
want to hearbear from the old men and the
old maids too before the convention I1is
over I1 am in favor of free discussion
but the day is used up

the point was carried and the house
adjourned

L WEDNESDAY MORNING

therhe congress assembled at the ex-
positionr building at am A full
housebouse atekv in attendance mr C C
wrightW right called the meeting to order
dmd

I1

the minutes of yesterday were
iadaad and mr irish chairman of the
committee on resolutions reported the
following

resolved that the committee on reso-
lutions recommend to the convention the
discussion of the following topics

1 should congress donate lands out-
right to the states and terTerr wieseries

2 should congresslde ad make
grants in trust 7

3 should buob or grant in
trust be of thuarlthe aridd 1ana oaly or include
the enentireI1 public ddomain within the states
and territoriesari ries to be benefited or should
toit be limited to the number of acres of
both or either

4 upon what conditions and with
what restrictions should a grant in trust
be made

5 what may be imposed upon the
states and territories benefited in the
form of federal action to compel the
preservation of water sources by protect-
ing the forests which guard them

6 instead of such grant or donation 0off
land is it advisable that the federal gov-
ernment shouldarnould retain the public domain
and itself enter upon the work of reclama-
tion of the aridand land and then transfer to
actual settlers

the report was referred to tilethe com-
mittee of the who lewith senator wil-
liam M stewart of nevada in the
chair

the followingowing letter was read from
secretary noble

department OPOF THE INTERIOR
washington sept 9 1891

z

hon arthur li thomas governor salt
I1 lake city utah

my dear sir yours of the alst ultimo
has been received on behalf of the com-
mittee on general arrangement inviting
me to be present at the session of the
irrigationtion congress to be held in saltlklake citcityy on september and

it would indeed give me very great
pleasure to be with this congress the
question of isirrigation of the public do-

main the preservation of reservoirs at
this time and what future disposition
should be made of the system are
of the utmost importance and press-
ing for solution but my official
duties are so urgent and the distance so
great that I1 cannot promise myself the
pleasure of attending this congress

youyon will confer upon me a personal
favor if you will bring thosethese questions in
particular to the attention of the congress
and have transmitted to me their pro-
ceedingsceece in relation to the same one of
the questions that interests me greatly is
whether if the reservoirs are made a the
head of the streams in one state or terri-
tory they should be left entirelyentirely to the
control of that particular state or territoryorri tory
by the government of
even if transferred to it whether the gov-
ernment should still keep control in
order that the states or territories lower
down on the stream may not be
utterly deprived of water that is whether
the government shouldshoula not keep its
hand as it were upon the water to con-
trol in easecase of necessity

yours truly
JOHN W NOBLE secretary

the congress was addressed by mr
newlands of nevada in a brief but
impressive speech homade it clear to
at least some in the assembly that
western men should look after west-
ern interests and after talking briefly
on western irrigation western silver
etc infringed a little upon the non-
political character of the congress by
suggesting that these questions should
be carried into the national
political conventions and as west-
ern men could accomplish it a
president of the united states be
cominanominatedted who is not only a silverer
man but a western man thoroughlyy
identified with western interestsQ

this brought mr estice to the floor
whose earnest protest against anythinging
that looked like politics being intro-
duced into the congress reacted more
or less vigorously upon the political
side of mr newlands remarks

at this point the following resolution
was offered by col 0 J hollister

resolved that inasmuch as the arable
irrigable lands in the aridand regionleirion that
are so situated asaa to be easilybasili watered
have been already disposed of to settlers
and those remaining unsold are worth-
less without water and the available
water has in the main also been appro-
priatedpria ted and bonseconsequently those lands
cannot bobe reclaimed without great outlay
and both land and water
are very limited in extent and inasmuch
asaa the grazing lands of said arid regions
are a sort of general commons to which
no one can secure title and yield no
revenue to any government and have no
care or police and shouldshoula be brought
within some sort of administration

and inasmuch as the timber lands of
said regionregionareare under no supervision
worthy of the name are being devastated
by fires and out off at the head of streams
endangering the limited water supply
and ought to be brought under a closer
police and rendered available to the peo-
ple in samesome of the states and territories

and inasmuch as from their nearness
to the people most concernedithe govern-
ment of these arid states and territories
will more effectively and speedily and
judiciously administer such trust if
granted to them than the general govern-
ment can or will that to assume the con-
trary is to asperse popular government
itself and for other valid reasons not
necessary to enumerate here it is the
sense of this body that all the unsold

public lands in the aridandd rregioniti0 n with such
cestr actions as to mineralra1 landsd as may be
found wise and practicable by congress
and the control of the public waters in
said region ae granted outright to the
states and territories respectively within
which these lands and waters are situ-
ated in trust for the people of said states
and territories

resolution by mr huntington of
oregon

resolved that this congress will ask
0 legislation and urge no policy which

will result in acquiring of title by any
corporation syndicate or person of more
than acres of arid land

mr fulton of nevada handed in the
following amendment to mr hunting
tons resolution

provided that nothing shall be done
to10 prevent the donation by the state or
territory to water storage or irrigation
districts formed of land suitable for irri-
gation of lands within the lines of its dis-
trict to be made the basis of a system of
reclamation either kyiby subdivision and
sale in lots not exceeding acres to each
settler or by the issue of bonds upon itor both I1

resolution by mtmr sutherlinSutherhn of mon-
tana

Ileresolvedsolved that congress be asked to
pass a law providing for the issue ofglag two per cent arid land bonds
to run thirty years the proceeds from the
sale thereof to be advanced to the aridand
land states and territories for the pur-
posese of boring artesian wells construct-
ingingi reservoirs and canals under such
laws as the states and territories may
enact the interest and principal of the
bonds to be paid by the states from the
proceeds of sale orof water for irrigation
purposesurposes the act to also provide for thefreefree issue of water coupons bbyy the dis-
trict courts to settlers having decreed
water rightsrighta which shall be good for
thirty years

other resolutions were introduced as
follows all of which wrewere referred to
the committee

resolved 1 that the of the
forests of the western half of thetho united
states and the reforestationforestationre of large areas
are mattersmailers ofbf great concern toto all the
people who are directly interested in the
reclamation of the and landeland and are in
fact matters of great moment to the
country aat large and we do most earnest-
ly insist that the congress of the united
statesstate shallhall provide adequate means for
such protection and extension of the
forests

2 that the rerepresentativestatives of all the
states and territories of the united states
which are immediately concerned with
the subject of irrigation urge upona con-
gress the necenecessitysity of providing without
delay such legislation as may be neces-
sary to afford the means of settling jjustly
and amicably all inter stalestae questionsomas
growing out of the system of irrigation

3 the representatives of thehe states and
territories which are concerned with
the subject of reclamation of aridand
landsiando for the uses of agriculture
hereby recommend the following

1 that the states and territories shall
ascertain by accurate survey what landslanda
are susceptible of irrigation public or
privateate together with the resources for
baterwater cuplsupplyly and shall divide such landslanda
into irrigation districts

2 that such states may issue 11uponan
such lands long term bonds bearing bowlow
rate of interest to such an amount per
acre as may be necessary to reclaim all
such lands at an expense within practic-
able limits the interest being guaranteed

38 upon thehe issue and negotiation 0of
such bonds and depositing of same with
ththee trtreasurerea8aurer of the united states he
shall issue thereon to the states so deposedepos


