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I believe the south is growing
generally. I do not kmow the other
states so well as Georgia. [ think
Georgia is the best state of the south.
1 know every inch of it, and I can speak
better about it than I can about the other
states.”

“Jf what you say is true, why
the south encourage immigration?
is it that the west gets all the
grants?'’

“The tide of emigration has been
toward the west on account of the pub-
lic lands and ihe raiircads. The big
western roads have had large tracts of
land to sell, and they have discriminat-
ed in favor of that section. This i3 now
somewhat changed. Tne public lands
of the west have been largely taken up,
and our southern railroaus are helping
us. As to our not wanting immigrants,
that is oot true. We are now domng all
we can to gel them Ex-Governor
Northern is now at the head of an immi-
gration bureau for Georgia, and he is
pushing the inmierests of the state in all
parts of the wir,d. Colonies are being
formed all over Georgia, and we are
bringing people there from Germany
and Switzerland, One scheme is to
orgamze a coluny of Union soldiers in
the southern part of the state. Hundreds
of thousands of acres have been set
apart for it, and [ ani told about 10,000
old soldiers from Indiana and Llnois
are going to setile upon these lands.’’

"Hows about the condition of these
immigrants when they get there? How
do vou treat them? Will they be your
equals soctaliy and politically? Can they
vole as they please?”

"“Yes,” replied Secretary Smith. **We
will be glad to welcome them and to
fraternize with themi. They can vote as
they like, and no one will disturb therm.
As to social equality, any respectable
man will be treaied well in Georgia, and
the hospitaiity of the souith will be
thrown tohim. Of course we draw the
linec on the negro. If a mau asks negroes
to his house aud to his dinner table, and
rmakes his friendships entirely among
them; if he visits the houses of negroes
and italernizes with them as his s cial
equals, you can’t expect this to be over-
looked.”

“How about the negro problem, Mr.
Secrelary?”’

] don’t think there is any megro pro-
blem,” replied the Secretary of the
Inteifor. “‘Such a problem as there
seemed to be has settlef itself, and it
would never have existed had it not
been lor the sectional ulterances of the
north, and {gr a »mall party of a certain
cla s of whites—and tuat oot the most
respeciable class—in the south. Tne
negroes and the whites are perfectly
harmonious in the south. Tne white
prople are willing and anxious to do all
they can to better the moral and in-
tellectual condition of the negro, and
trey aredoing it. The negro 1s rapiuly
advancing. e is acquiring property
and he makes a good ciizen.’’

1sDges he show any inchination toward
emigration? Does he want to go back
to Alrica?”

“No; he is doing well, and he is per-
fectly sausfied.”

*‘How about his political rights?”’

*sHe votes with the best class of the
whites. They are his friends, and he
knows it Cleveland’s first election
showed him that his righis were as safe
under a Democratic as under a Republi-
can adminisiration. The result is the
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negro vote is divided between the par-
ties, and he now votes as he pleases."

“How about the solid south, Mr. Sec:
retary? Will it always be sohd? Isit
always to be an empire belonging to the
Democratic party?”

“As jong as the differences between
the Democratic and Republican parties
continue, and these two parties remain
the leading ones of the United States, I
do not see how it can be otherwise.
The interests of the south are against
the policy and principles of the Republi-
can party. They lie in the direction of
a low tarift As long as the Republican
party represents protection the south
will be solid.”’

“Speakiug again about the negro, Mr.
Secretary; what is to be his social
future?”’

‘it will be along the lines of his own
race,”’ replied Mr, Smith. “Neither he
nor the white man wants to mix iheir
biood. They do not desire to come to-
gether on the lines of social equality.
There is a large class of negroes,in fact,
who want no social or marital alliances
wilh the whites. They pride themsclves
upon their pure Alrican blood and the
keeping it pure. They do uot want the
whites 1n their churches, nor ther
schouls, and some of their churches will
not allow white preachers in their pul-
pits This is the case with the African
Methodist Church. As to white teachers
in the negro schools, when I was on the
school board ot Atlanta 1 advocated
that none but negro teachers be em-
ployed in negro schools [ did not
think it right that a bright white girl
should compete with the educated negro
for such places. 1 thought the chances
were in favor of the whites, and that it
would be better for the development of
the negroes to have teachers of their own
color- The resuliis that we now have
none but negroes teaching in the negro
schools *

“‘But. Mr. Secretary, can you keep
the races apart? As ine colored people
grow.in wealth and education, will they
not come tozether? Wili there not hea
union of the races in the fulure, a grand
mahogany of the white and the black?"

A debased mahogany, I should say,”
replied the Secretary. “No, I do not
think that will ever come ty pass. The
races will keep apart. It is better for
both that they should do so.”’

""Will there ever be a social equality?”

“Nog, I think not. 1 don't think it best
for either race.”’

“You say they are now kept apart in
the cnurches and in the schools of the
south?"

‘“Yes, it is their desire, as well as
ours."”

**How about the railroad cars?”’

‘“There are sepatate cars for the
negroes on Some of ithe southern rail-
roads, but the whiles are not permitied
10 enter the negro cars, and can be
.ordered out just as the negroes can be
ordered out ot the white cars.”

“Huw about the manufaciures of the
south? Are they increasmg?’?

“"Yes, indeed,” replied Secretary
Smith. “The coun'ry is growing very
rapidly in a manulacturing way, Cotton

‘factories are springing up everywhere,

and I understand that so ne of them are
makiog as high as twenty per centa
year There Is no reason why the south
should not wmanulacture all its own
cotton instead of exporting it to New
England and Europe. There is a dif-
ference of seven per cent on the value

of the cotton as baled and sold In the:
Georgia markets and its value in Liver-
pool, and this seven per cent alone
would make enough of a margin to pay
for its manufacture in Georgia. The dii-
ference of a hailt a centa pound of pro-
fit in the value of cotton would make
five per cent, and in these days when
capital is going begging that is a fair
profit, to say nothing of the fifteen and
twenty per cent which some of the
factories say they are making."”

*“The sguth, Mr. Secretary, seems to
be giving usa large amount of our
Amerilcan literature today. Many of the
authors and authoresses are from the
south. and compared with the north, it
furnishes a larger number.  Why is it?""™”

‘| suppose it is because the south has
devotea itself more 10 educational and
professional lines than to bu-iness ones.
I don't believe there 15 any difference in
the inteliectual caliber o! the people,
But the north has thrownits force iato.
business. It has been dealing with
malterial things, and the south, not so.
thickly sett ed, and scattered over plan-
tations, has run more to literature. A
targer number of our southern men go-
into the professions than do the men of
the north, and a great number are
practicing these protessions in  the
northern cities. Have you ever thought-
of the number of southern physicians in
New York city? Their name is legion,
and proportionately they surpass the
nutnber from the north.”

‘‘How about the unemployed in the
sowh, Mr. Secretary? Are there many
men who cannot get work? Is there-
much suffering from poverty?'’

~No, I think thereis none such as you:
have in the northern citics. There is no
suflering and no pauperism to speak of.
We all bave enough to eat and drink '

¢ How about the silver question? You
have been making speeches throughout
the south upon it.”

‘““¥es, I have made some,” replied
Secretary Smith,  *The silver senriment:
ol the south has been exaggerated. The
better sentiment of he people is in tavor
of sound money. It is the easier for
them to see the dangers of an inflated
currencv through their experience with
conlederated money. When the war
began all of our notes were guod for
iace value, as we thought the confader-
ale states govein nent would be able to
pay them in gold. But as 1the war went
on, and it became impossible for the-
tieasury to give something of the actual
value for them, they depreciated and
1ell. At first the r.duction was small
but it steadily increaseq until men paiJ-
f500 lor a saucer of ice cream or for a
ugar. I had in my audiences men who
possessed large amounts of this monev.
it represented to many of them .ctual
wosses. It is, of course, worth nothing;
now, and it was not hard to draw the
comparison between it and free silver.
Another exampie { used was that of.a
German, who lived in my state, and who
comned on his own accouat gold when.
this confederate worthless money was
circulating I showed them 1hat his
stamp upon the gold gave it circuiation
Lecause il was gold, and that though he
is dead, his coins are still wortn their
face value.”

“How about the Nicaraugua canal?
That would be of great value to the
south, would it not?”

“Yes,' replied the Secretary. ““But L
don’t think I ought to give any expres-
sion upon it until we get the repyrt of



