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INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL.—PROGRESS
OF PRESIDENT YOUNG AND
COMPANY. -

Sr. Gzorge, April 7, 1863.
Epttor oF THE NEws:

DeEAR Sin:—Last Sabbath morning—not being
where 80 large a company could be supplied
conveniently, we left Kan.rravi'le and passed
down the slope on the sou hern rim of the
Basin. Over the Black Ridge the road was
very 1ough and rocky, about one-third the dis-

which was found to be very

worked all the distance, when the Black
Ri‘ge will no longer be an obstruction to the
passage of carriages and ioade: 'eamas.

The scenery, which bere stands in bold re-

rief on either side and in front ef the traveler,
is caleulated to excite the wonders of romance,
and bring the powers of imagination into
lively exercise.
tains with openings, wiere lzr avay

back-ground spiral peaks tower into the blue
ether, while near their bases spou.ing rilis |

meander and plunge their t nuy currents down
the adjacent rocks.

i

half past 12 o’clock, noon, and found the
people aleo assembled in the school house,
where they were addressed by Presidents
Young ard Kimball, and Elders Orson Hy:le
and Geo. A. Smi h, which greatly rejoiced the
eager listeners. The meeting was dismissed,
and the Presidency were en'ertained at the
Bishop’s in a hospitable manuer, and the re-
mainder of the company were distributed to
well spread boards, through the settlement.

'Refreshments over, we moved on to Spring-

dale, passing through a small place called
'Rockville,where we arrived and cared for our
teams in good time, and at 6 o’ciock, p.m., the
citizens were addresse! in the bowery by
Presidents Youn
Lorenzo Snow. g‘heir remarks were of deep-
est interest, and cheered the hearts of the
Sainte ia their secluded retreat.

tance across it, when we struck the new mad,f This place contains eighteen families, and,

good. Within a
month, it is expected that the road will be'

considering the settlement is only five months
old, it is truly wonderful to witness the
‘amount of work that has been dome. Their
gardens are all fenced in superb order, and
they have built them neat little dwellings—
some of logs and some ef stone, and the place
already looks like life. It is situated on the
north fork of the Rio Virgen, twenty-two
miles from Toquerville, which distance we

On the left rise bold moun- | bad traveled that day, and three meetingshad
in the been held. It is a sequestered little

place
‘amid the “munition of rocks,” which send

their towering battlements far into the sky, !

where they have for ages withstood the war

On the right a chain of | of elements.

mountains with Eeak succeeding peak, utretch1 Our day’s journey was truly a romantic and

far out into t

¢ borders of the ¢‘land of |interesting one. _
cotton,” their prospective gradually lessening | prosperity and thrift are visible.
down to the point where they terminatein the
blue distance. In front iz a boundless expanse

In all tbese settlements
Their
grounds are filied with young fruit trees, grape
cutticgs, ete., which soon will become of great

of mountains and vaileys; red sand ridges; value. The river is skirted along wi h cotton-

rocky erags; sbarp mountains and air line|

weod trees, from one to three feetin diameter,

mountains; pgreen vales and barren rocks, which, in some places, have been cut down

deep defiles and gentle decliviiies, overall of
halo of scenic |formed into fences.

which is spread an enchauting
grandeur, from which the love of fabled litera-
ture might borrow additional glories. Inthe
midst of all these enchanted surroundings, we
moved on as rapidly as p ssible, pointing out
to each other as well as we could each suc-
cessive beauty as it appeared.

The ooze, the prickly pear and the cactus
here began to be seen. The coze sends out a

and rolled to the outer limits of fields and
Much of the land is
fenced and ploughed,but I presume we passed
over one thousand aeres of excellent farm
land still unoccupied. The soil is8 made up
chiefly of the washings of fine sand, which
will be excellent for cane, grapes and every-
thing the people may wish to cultivate. Set-
tlements"can be made up the north fork of the
Rio Virgen,itis su; pos:d, as far as ita source.

blade often two and thrqe feet lo: g, shaped!A mile below Springdale the north and sou h

like a bayonet and &bout as dangerous if a

person should happen to fail into a bunch of |

forks of the stream unite. They are about
of a size, and nearly an equal quantity of

them where a hundred bristle up tngethur,lwater is running in each, which affords an

for the leaf is very stifi and is pointed with a
eharp, bard substance. The leaves when
pounded are found to posse s fibers like hemp,
which can be twisted into very stout ropes.
With the prickly pesr you are acquainted;
but I never before saw them put our such
beautiful flowers. Delighted with their ap-
pearance we sprang out to pluck them, but
the sharp thorns resisted us! Alas, thought I,
this enchanting flower, rising from out this
mass of thorns is illustrative of hbuman exis-
tence. ln our happiest state there are thorns
which goad us. We grasp after fancied con-
ditions of bliss and the barbed arrows of ad-
vergity pierce the ‘heart. Again I reflected;
it truly exhibits the life of the Saint, for as
this fragment flower blooms with beauty above
the thoras, so sball the reward of the Saint be
glorious after treading meekly the thorny
paths of persecution and malice—for he shall
soar into newness of life. The cactus re-
sembles the prickly pear, but instead of
spreading upon the ground, it forms a bush
from three to five feet high. Rising at length
upon an eminence, we came suddenly in view
of Toquerville, with its green trees like an
oasgis in the desert. Our bearts were glad, for
it was warm ard we were weary, and those
fragrant boughs wooed us to the coolng
shade. This place is situated on Ash Creek,
¢'oge to the base of high mountains on the
east; it was laid out five years ago. Itis
pleasantly situated; with better houses than I
expected to find our young “Dixie land.” I
was astonished to find the peaches aboul one-
third grown. Peas were in the bloom. The
new growth of the grape vines measured two
and a half feet, which were nearly ready to
bloom. It was cheeringtolook intovineyards
and gardens, and see eve ything about one
month earlier than in Salt Lake Cit{.

At b o’clock the people came the school
house and were addressed by Presidents
Young and Kimball; Elders Orson Hyde,
Lorenzo Snow apd G. D. Watt, in a manner
calculated to cheertheir hearts and enconrage
them to perseverance. Here we were Kkindly
received and enter*ained for the night, and in
the morning pursued eur way ina south-
eastern direction for Springdale.

Two miles out we cross<ed the waters of the
Leverkin, and entered Jobnson’s Twist, which
rune through a deep ravine, about one and a
half miles through; the road twisting first one
way and then the otber, like a w-rm fence. I
was glad when we got through. Passing
along a high ridge for some distance, througi
a grand and imposing scenery, we at length
looked down upon Virgen City, situated upon
the Rio Virgen. The green trees with which
it was ornamented, gave it a seques’ered and
inviting appearance. The fruit trees, grape
vines and garden vegetables looked prosper-
ous. The fences and hous-s were good, and
all the improvements; considering it was a
new place, only about two years old.

The people were assembled at the school
house, where they were iustructed by Presi-
dents Young and Kimball and Elder O. Hyde,
at half past 10 o’clock, a.m. Their discourses

abundance for irrigation. To sum up ina
few words, the setilements on the Virgen are
prosperous and the people contented. Their
|delight at receiving a visit from the Presi-
dency and a portion of the Twelve, was evi-
dent by their countenances, and in the abun-

dant preparations they bad made Lo entertain
them and their company.

Feeling bighly gratified with the facilities
afforded along the banks of this stream, to
sustain a large increase of settlers as well as
with the vast improvement a'ready made, we
took leave of Springdale on Tuesday morning
the 5th, and returned to Toquervile. In pass-
ing through Virgen City the company called
a halt at a large test, where Mr. Hugh Hilton
and lady regaled the entire party, witha
variety of exce lent cakes and beer, for which
they have our thanks. We arrived at Toquer-
ville safely, and another meeting was held. at
which the people were addressed by Elders
Orson Hyde, Geo. A. Smithb, Lorenzo Snow
and Erastus Snow.

The next morring, (Wednesday the 6th)
we started for Washington, which liea in a
north-westerly course from Toquerville, about
twenty-five miles, by the new road. We soon
found ourseives roling along upon a bhigh
ridge in a southern direction, and on our right,
far below was Ash Creek, and on our Jeft
flowed the Leverkin, each stream skirted with
cottonwood trees. These streams at this
point are not more than twenty rods apart.
The ridge on which the road runs widens out

\as the streams diverge to the right ana left,

and anon, our carriages began to winddown
to the left and struck the Leverkin. A little
below that point these two streams form a
junction, immediately after which they empty
their waters into the Rio Virgen, which came
sweeping down on the left through a narrew
channel, cut in the rocks where the black crags
looked frowningly from either side. Crossing
the river we followed up the serpentine wind-
ings of the road, which placed us again upon
a commanding eminence, which overlooked
a landscape dotted with hills, mountains,
ridges, peaks, crags, rolling mounas, level
plains, deep gorges and red ridges of rocks;
so fantastically arranged and in such variega-
ted order, that the scene was at once grand
and imposing. Puissing on we again crossed

the Rio Virgen, and on reaching the outakirts
of Washington, the Presidency were met by
an escort with flags and a band of Music.
We entered this place covered with dust, an
article with which we had been abundantly
supplied during the day.

‘The Presidency were sumptuously enter-
tained at Bishop Covington’s, while we were
all hospitably cared for by the liberal minded
Saints. At 5 o’clock, p.m., the people were
entertained at the school house, with ad-
dresses delivered by Presidents Young and
Kimbail, and Elders Orson Hﬂde, Geo. A.
Smith, Lorenzo Snow and Geo, D. Watt,

Washington has been settled about six
years. Itis pleasantly gituated on elevated
ground, commandinga view of a wide lcuE:
of country on either gide. It is said to

|walks. The people are certainly entitled to
-eredit for the improvements made here, and
-when they still further progress and they
have time to erect some more commodious
irEBidEHEEE and buildirgs, Washington will
'be a delightful habitation for the Saints.
They bave one grist-mill, Mr. Harris, re-
sidi g there, has nine hives of bees, 2ll doing
well and furnishing an abundance of honey.
Speaking of bees and honey; [ will state, that
a man residing in Fillmore has two swarmes
of bees, and at the table of Mr. G. Huntsman,
I ate the first honey I had seen in Utab.
At Washington we were all gratified to
meet with Elder John Talor, who was still

I
|

able to ride, and had come by a more direct

reach there in advance of us.
kindly entertained by the people of Washing-
ton, and the next morning, the 17th, we took
our departure for St. George; of which place
and its delightful surrroundings I will en-
deavor to give some account in my next,

According to programme, next Monday mor-
nirg will find the President’s party “home-
ward bound.”

Yours truly,
L O. LitTLEFIELD.

P. 8§.-~The express came up with us at
Toquerville, at 7 o’clock last Monday morn-
ing—a di ‘tance of three hund:ed miles from
the city; whieh it aceomplished in about forty-
8ix hours. It immediately returned.

L. O. L.
NEWS FROM GOSHEN!!

Mz. EpiTor:

While perysing the News from time to
time and gleaning with peculiar interest and
very great pleasure from its columns the vari-
ous and important items, bo'l foreign and lo-
cal, [ have frequently and earnestly wished
that some ready hand would pen a few items
in behalf of Goshen, but up to the present
time my wishes have not been realized, and it
now devolves upon me (although illy qualified
for the task) to do the work myself or let it
go undone.

A regurt has obtained circulation in which
it has been made to appear that Goshen is a
poor, miserable, barren, “God-forsaken

l:ce.,” and itsinhabitants a rebellious, worth-
ess set, Now this is rather too much to
ghoulder without cemplaining a little about
the matter, especially when the report bas no
foundation in truth.

It is true that Gosben has had its ““‘ups and
downs,”” and what place has not. It is also
a remarkable fact that Gosbhen has been sin-
Eulariv ill-iated in the seiection of a suitable

uilding site, having selected, built up and
improved consecutively three several locations
which in their turn bave been abandoned, and
subsequently all improvements demolished.

The first in order of said locations known
ag the *“Old Fort,”” but more generally by the
very ancient name of ‘Sodom,” was ahandoned
in eonsequence of its unhealthfulness. At
the aband nment of that place, a few of the
inhabitants moved over the creek opposite to
and pot far from the old location, and built
1’?'3]1 gmall town known as Mechanicsville,

e majority, however, moved west, and loca-
ted upon a sand-ridge and built up a decent
little town afterwards called “Sand Town.”
This, however, owing to the driftinF of heavy
bodies of sand during periods of high windas
which were often recurring, was also aban-
doned. Mechanicsville was subsequently
given up, and out of the ruins of the two lat-
ter places a fourth town has been founded
which has been known as Lower Goshen, but
sgome, by way of a more technical nomencla-
ture, bave given it the «ignificant appellation
of “Swamp Town.” Some of the *“knowing
onea’’ strongly prognosticate that not a very
long time will elapse before this will share
the like fate of its predeceasors. Present ap-
pearance, however, give strong indi<etions of
its becoming & permanent and flourishing
place. Improvements of a public and pri-
vate character are going on. The site for a
very commodious tithing office has been se-
lected, and the basement story nearly com-
pleted. Bishop Price, the chief Ecclesiasti-
cal Executive of the place, is held in very
hich repute by the people generally as a very
energetic, prudent, far-seeing man, and it is
generally believed that by his indefatigable
exertions Goshen will finally be established
“no more to be thrown down ”?

There is one well-conducted common school
established in this place, at which the boys
are taught in the general branches of educa-
tion. The girls are also, in addition to this,!
instructed in the arls of s-wing, embreidery |
and other branches of industry and domestic
economy. Also, under the very able manage-
ment of Mr. E. Williams, a well-regulated
Sunday school has been established, which is
well attended by the young people generally.
IMr. W. Smith has recently compleied a very
good grist-mill about tbree miles up the creek
above Goshen, which ias said to be doing ex-
cellent business, Asto the facilities and re-
| sources of the place in general, they are rich
and abundant-—both vegetable and mineral.
The rapge is almostinexhaustable, both berch
and bottom, and the grass of a superior
ﬂuality. Firewood is also in great asun-

ance.

A dam has been conmstructed across Salt
Creek for irrigation purposes, and a field con-
{taining some gix or seven hundred acres of
choice, arable land, snugly and completely
closed in with & gnod,substantial picket fence,
said to be the best field-fence in the Territery.

loved city, of extensive orchards and sbady!Most of the erops for the preseat season are

were prolific with useful ingtructions adapted | healthy and the soil is productive. We saw
to their present necessities. After meeting |there the finest prospect that had greeted our
we on vp the river to Gratton, i?‘ht anxious looking eye since we left our own
wijes from Virgen City, where we arrived at
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in and the wheat and oats up and looking ex-
tremely fine.

Mr. E. Edwards, professor of chemistry
and practical geology has recently made two
very valuable discoveries, the one of magnetic
iron ore, the other of a cave or rather a large
chasm in the mountain, containing a large

uantity of nitrate of lime, The former, Mr.
dwards, assisted by ,a Mr: H. Sharp, is

( latter, Mr.
.discovered two quarries of splend
and Kimball, and Elder |feeble, but had sufficiently recovered to be|a

route than we came, which enabled him to|feetly free from
We were

' preparing to turn to geod account in the manu-
facture of spades, shovels, hoes, etc. The
vi Stewart & Co. are making
ample preparations to convert into saltpetre,
Mr. H. L. Cooke, of thia ldplue, bas

paint, one
beautiful vermillion, the other & fine
yellow. He states that the paints are per-
it. He intends preparing a
quantity for market,

A person from Sanpete county passing
through here a few days ago, reported that it
was the intention of President Young and

arty to visit Goshen on their return bhome
rem the south country. Everybedy is now
on the tip-toe of expectaticn. It is to be sin-
cerely boped that they will not be disappeint-
ed, as a visit from the President would for-
ever set'le all controversy about “locatios,”
and give strength and permanency to the en-
ergies of the people.

Many other items of importance presext
themselves, but time forbids that I pen more
at the present.

With profound respect, I subscribe myself

Yours, ete,,

May 9, 1863.

-—-———-l—*-.-.-———-

INDIAN DEPREDATIONS IN THE
N?RTHEHN COUNTIES.

ete.

A GosHENITE.

Baiecuax Crry,
May 12th, 1863. E
Ep. News:

Dear Sim:—On Friday last, a party of
Indians belonging to Sagwitch’s and San-
pitch’s band made a thievish and murderous
attack upon some of the citizens of this place
in Box Elder kanyon, or as more generally
known as the little valley at the head of Box
Elder kanyon, five miles east of Brigham
city, used in the summer geason as a herd-
ground for the benefit of the people of this vi-
cinity, In the afternoon, a couple of young
Indians came to where two boys were getting
out some lumber—each on a2 pony, and armed
with bows and arrows and a butcher knife.

At their first approach no unfriendly feelings
were manifested towards the boys, but shertly
after, bowever, they asked them where the
soldiers were—to which they answered they
did not know, The Indians then said, **You
lie, you do know; the soldiers camped near
Ogden last night and you know it, and you
know they are coming to fight us again;” and
then sprang at one of them, snatched off his
bat, put it or his own head and rode off, ex-
hibiting a great deal of impudence and mad-
ness, 1n the direction of gome horses in sight
on the range, and drove off four head and an
ox. The men,not being armed, thought best to
make their escape, and succeeded in reaching
bome without any further molestation. In
another part of the valley, at about the same
time, another party of anianl drove off geven
more horses which they have taken to some
place at present unknown,

As soon as the news reached this place, a
company was dispatched to ascertain the con-
dition of affairs more fully. On arriving in
the valley they ascertained that a man by the
rame of Wm. Thorp, who was engaged burn-
ing coal, was missing. The company searched
for the lost man, but could find nothing of
him until next morninE after daylight, when
his body was found about bhalf a mile from
the coal-pit, stripped, entirely naked and lit-
erally perforated with arrows. The skull was
gplit in two places by blows inflicted with a
tomabawk, batle-axe or spear; also there wasa
a deep cut with a butcher knife on the throat,
ranging downwards,

On Sunday, at 1 p.m., his remains were
conveyed to and deposited in the Brigham

' City cemetery followed by a large concourse

of people, who with due solemnity paid their
last respects and duties to a worthy man who
had thus ruthlessly been killed leaving a wife
and ten children to mourn his premature death
and untimely loss.

I have been informed that in Cache valley,
the same day, there were also a large nua-
ber of horses stolen by Indians belongirg to
the sane band. On faturday a dispateh from
North Ogden was received bhere, inforwing
us that in Ogden Hole valley, on Saturday,
about 5 cr.m., the Indians succeeded in tak-
ing and driving off about one hundred head of
horses belonging to citizens of that valley. A
company of men from Weber and thirty from
this county have gone to Cache valley to act
in connection with a like compary from Cache
to endeavor to recover tbe property stolen,
and to inflict such ckastisement upon the
murderous thieves as the magnitude of theéir
outrages justly demands.

Night befors last, two borsea belonging to
the Bannock city Lxpress Company were sto-
len by the Indians from Mr. George Reeder's
berd, six miles north-west of Brigham city,
on Bear river. It is very evident that the de-
#ign of the Indians is to steal as many horses
and as much ether property and kill as many
of the men, women and childrem of these
northern mettlements as will satiate their
blood-thirsty propensities and traditions of
revenge for their defeat and the losses sus-
tained by them in the b ttle last winter on
Bear rlver with the California Volunteers.

Re:puttuug, C. Waicur



