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THE DEPARTING YEAR

THIS year 1890 in a few hours more
will be numbered with the past
the mountain winds are already
chanting lieits requiem it has been
a memorable year in every respect
but perhaps in politics it
stands out asan the most historic
of any in the past decade
the all but destruction of the rep-

ublican party is one of its most
significant features the growth
and activity of the farmers alli-
ance tois another

it is in the partial paralysis of the
republican party and in the de-
mands of the alliance that the po-
litical student will find food for
contemplation the alliance is
more or less a secret oathcathbound
party it demands an ndependent
united states treasury with open
warehouses and loan officesofficer to cir-
culate money at 2 per cent per
annum thisThi partysparty further wants
railroads and telegraphs under gov-
ernment control it also wants free
silver coinage increase of paper
currency and repudiation of all
mortgage indebtedindebtednessness

the Alliaallianceaoe is flourishing in the
west and south it is tearing old
parties asunder it will have
twenty four members in the next
congress it owns kansas and
south carolina it is difficult to
conjecture what this young party
may yet accomplish but in any way
that it is looked at its birth growth
and demands arean significantsignifiednt and
may form an important epoch in
american history

in railroad accidents meteorolog-
ical disasters and other calamities
the year has a copious and mourn-
ful record

the revelations in science are
startling dr kochskocha consumption
curecare if it brings what is claimed for
it willvall form a marking point in
scienceallence almost emphatic enough to
date medical events from

next in importance iuin the
memechanicalchaMeal world tois the projected

flying machine or rather air
ship though the practicability

of this hasbaa not yet been fully de-
monstratedrated yet the bestbeet opinion of
the age deem it a probable solution
of the problem of serialaerial navigation

in religion perhaps the mostmoat
significant development appears in
the history of what the world calls

11III the decision of the
united states supreme court sus-
taining the idaho test oath is one
which must occasion regret to those
patriotic americans who revere the
principle of religious freedom the
decision wasawas a strained construction
of the constitution exhibiting a de-
sire to ignore the spirit and put a
technical and intolerant interpreta-
tion upon such of its provisions as
were intended to protectt instead of
curtail religious rights and liberties
the victims of that decision do not
like the Farfarmersmeral alliance and
other new parties denounce and
demand the abolition of the
supreme court but toethe dishian
chased citizens of idaho do hope
that the court may be blessed with
a spirit of liberality patriotism
justice and enlightenment and
that itsit futureautre decisions waymay re-
dound to thetee benefit preservation
and splendor of our glorious repub-
lic

the court hasham exhibited a differ-
ent dispositionjitian in its latest ruling
affecting the Mortmormonnow question
in reversing the decidecisionsign of the
utah courts and settling the ques-
tion that a legal wifecifesIs evidence
cannot be admitted as against her
husband in a polygamy easecase the
courcourtthashas maintained for the marmor
manslymons the same rule that tois applied
to theabe gentiles and hasbite governed
the J jurisprudenceprudenceuris of the civilized
world for centuries

what is denominated the imesmes-
siah craze among the indiansindiana is18

also an important event in the reli-
gious history of the year that this
craze has its foundation in religion
toie beyond a doubt but its origin and
development are involved in some
degree of myomystery it is to be de-
plored that it should lead to the
extermination of the indians for as
matters now stand that laIs practi-
cally what the government and the
people in the vicinity of the indiansindiana
demand I1

that foul play was to-
wards the indian is unquestioned
aad that this renreligiousgloris frenzy was
made a pretext for aggravating tbhe
Indiaindiananir and driving them into dis-
content is also aft fact beyond disdispute
the whole affair will make a dark
chapter in the story of
race in its dealings with the original
native americans

oneoae of the most important re-
ligious events of the year toIs the ac-
tion taken by the president and
conference of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints in rela-
tion to plural marriage aphis is as
striking an evidence of taethe regard
odtheofthe mormon 1 P people for the lawsla we
of the land when declared constitu-
tional by the court of last earthly
resort as could possibly be given to
the world its bearing upon the
community winwill greatly affect their
future and it will offer a test to the
nation as to the sincerity of its
alleged antipathy to the saints
solely on account of their adherence
to polygamy

the religious question has en-
tered actively into politics in many
states of the union in wisconsin
the I1issues in this years campaign
were entirely religious the ger-
man lutheransLutherans and the roman
catholics of all nationalities com-
bined and formed a political party
sustaining parochial and private
schools free from state interference
the democratic party endorsed the
demands of the religious people and
the result was in Wiswisconsincomin an
overwhelming victory for the
democratic party it tois well
known that the attitude
of republican politicians and
newspapers towards utah hadbad some-
thing to do in stimulating this po
ditico religious controversy in the
east the absolutism of government
officials in utah is not unknown in
wisconsin and in illinois all re-
publicanspublicans however do not endorse
the utah trapssatrapssa and the fact is
that among the officials who have
disregarded the american constitu-
tion in utah are old time demo-
crats some of them ex rebels but
that only makes matters worseworm in
the opinion of eastern religion-
ists it Is believed that one
of judges has trampled
on established rules to exclude
englishmen and Scotch men from
citizenship while admitting brig
endsands from sicily and cannibals
from hungary in order to retain
his position it tois this view of the
cawcase which bovet the lutheransLutherans of
illinoisIllinoirs for the same process could
be carried out there that is carried

j

out in utah and the fate of their
religion be placed in the hands of
some party heeler whom acaccidentcAdent or
expediency might make a united
states judge

in legislation the mckinley bill
the silver IIIIbill the customs ad-
ministration bill and others are im
portent enactments

great developments in trade and


