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THE DEPARTING YEAR.

THE year 1890 io a few hours more
will be numbered with the past.
The mountain winde are already
chanting its requiem. It has been
a memorable year in every respect.

But perhaps jin  politics it
siands out as the most historic
of any in the past lecade.

The all but destruciion of the Re-
publican party is one of its most
significant features. The growth
and activity of the Farmers® Alli-
ance is another.

It is in the partial paralyeis of the
Republican party and In the de-
mands of the Allinuce that the po-
litical studeut will find food for
contemplation. The Allinnce is
more or less a secreb, oathbound
party; it demands au ndependeut
United States Treasury wilh open
warehouses and Joan oftices to cir-
culate money at 2 per ceut per
annum. This party further wauts
railronds and telegraphe under gov-
erument control. It aiso wants free
sllver coinage, iucreape of papel
currency and repudiation of all
mortgage indebtedness.

The Alliance is Hourishing in the
West aud South. It ls tearing old
parties asunder.. It wlill have
twenty-four members in the next
Coogress. It owus Kapsas aud
Bouth Carollaa. It is dliticult to
conjecture what this youug party
may yet accomplish; but ino any way
that it is looked at, its bivth, growth
aud demander are eignificant aud
mAay form an important epoch in
American history.

In railroad nceideuts, meteurolog-
tcal Jdisasters and other calamities,
the year hus a copicus apd mourn-
ful record,

The revelations in science are
startling. Dr. Koch’s eonsuruption
cure, if it brings what ie claimed for
it, will form a marking pelpt in
science almost emphatic enough to
date medleal events from.

Next in importance iu the
mechanical world is the projected
‘“fiylug machine,”” or rather ‘“Air
Bhip.”* Though the practicability

of thic has not yel beeu fully de-
monstrated, yet the best opinion of
the age deems it a probable solution

| of thu problem of aerial navigation.
In religion, perhaps the most

- __ |significant development appears in

the bistory of what the world calls
“Mormoniesm.”” The decision of the
United Btates Supreme Court sus-
taining the [daho Teat Oath is one
which must occasion regret to those
patriotic Amerienns who revere the
_ | principle of religious freedom. The
decigion wasa strained coustruction
of the eonstitutinn, exhibiting a de~
sive to ignure the spirit and put a
technical and intoleraut interpreta-
tion upon sach of its provisions as
were intended to protect instead of
curtail religious rights and liberties.
The victims of that decision Jo not,
like the Farmers’ Alliapce and
other pew parlies, deuounce and
demand the abolition of the
Supreme Court, but the diefran-
chised citizens of Tdaho do hope
that the court muy be blessed with
A epirit of liberality, patriotism,
justice and enlightenment, and
that its future decisione may re-
dound to the benefit, preservation
and aplendor of our glorlous Repub-
lie.

The court has exhibited a differ-
ent disposition lu its latest ruiing
affecting the **Mormon”’ guestion.
In reversing the decision of the
Utab courts and settling the gues-
tion thut a legal wlfe’s evidence
cuuuot be sdmitted as againet her
husband In a polygamy case, the
court, has maintaine i for the *-Mor-
mong’? the pume rule that Is npplied
to the ¢“Gentiies,” and has governed
the jurisprudence of the civilized
world for centuries.

What §e denomipated the ¢ Mes-
ginh craze’’ among the Indiaue ie
aleo an important event in the reli-
glous history of the year. That this
craze has it~ fuundation io religiou
iz beyond a doubt, but its origin and
development are involved in some
degree of mystery. It is to be Je-
plored that it should lead t0 the
extermination of the Indians, fur as
matters now gtaud that is practi-
cally what the government and the
peoplein the vieinity of the Indiuus
deimnand.

That foul play was practised to-
wards the Indian {8 unguestioued;
and that this religlous frenzy was
made a pretext for aggravatiug the
Indiaus and driving them into dis-
content is alsoa fact beyond dispute.
The whole affair will make a duark
chapter in the story of theCaucuasian
race fno its dealings with the original
native Americans,
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One of the wost important re-
ligious events of the year is the ac-
tion taken by the President aud
Conference of the Church of Jesus
Christ, of Liatter-day Saiuts u rela-
tion to plural marriage. This is as
striking auevidence of the regard
of the “Mormon’? people for the laws
of the land when declared constitu-
tional by the court of last earthly
resort, a8 could possibly be given to
the world. 1ta bearing upon the
cominunity will greatly affent their
future, and it will offer » test to the
nation as to the sincerity of its
alleged antipathy to the Saints
solely on account of their adherence
to polygamy,

The religious question has en-
tered actively iuto politics in many
Btates of the Union. In Wisconsin
the issues in this year’s campaigno
were entirely religious. The Ger-
man Lutherans and the Roman
Catholics of all uationalitles com-
bined and formed a political party
sugiaining parcochial and private
schools free from Btate interference.
The Democratic party endorsed the
demands of the rellgious people, and
the result was in Wisconsin an

overwhelming victory for the
Democratic party. It ls  well
known that the attitude
of Republican politicians and

newspapers towards Utah had some-
thing to do in stimulating this po-
litico-religious controversy in the
Eaut. Theabsolutism of government
officiale in Utah is uot unknown in
Wisconsino and iu Tliinois. ALl Re-
publirane, however, do not vndorse
the Utah satrups. And the fact is
that amnong the officiale who have
disregarded the Americau Constitu-
tion in Utah, are old-time Demo-
crats, some of them ex-rebels. Bui
that only mukea matwers worse in
the opinion of Kastern religion-

jste. It is believed that one
of Utah’s Judges has trampled
on establehed rules to exclude

Englishmen aud Scotchmeu from
citizenship, while admitting brig-
ands from Bicily and cannibale
from Hungary, in order to retain
his position. It {a thie view of the
cuse which mover the Lutherans of
I1Hinoik, for the sawme process could
be carried out there tbat is carried
out in Utah, and the fate of their
religion be piaced in the hands of
some party heeler whom accident or
expedirucy mizght make a United
Btates Judge.

In leginlation the McKlinley bill,
the Silver bill, the Customs Ad-
ministratiou bill and otheraare im-
portaut spnactments.

Great developments in trade nnd



