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more rights and frésdom from our huss
bands and brothers; for there is no spot
on this wide earth where kindness and
affection dre more beéstowed upon wo-
man, and her rights so eacredly defend-
ed as in Utah, Wedre here fo express
our love for each other, and to exhibit

to the world our devotion to God our

Heavenly Father; and to show our wil-
lingnesa to comply with the require-
ments of the gospel; and the law of Ce-
lestial Marriaye is one of dis require-
ments that we are resalved to honor,
teach and practise, which may God
grant us strength to do (‘'Amen,’ from
the audience). And that we may have
a continnation of Hberty I ask in the
name of Jeans Christ! (““Amen,” again
ny the audience). ¥

The resolutions drafted by the Com-
mittee were then presented, and’ car-
ried unanimously, being greeted with

loud cheers. 'They were as follows:

Resolved.—That we, the Ladies of Salt
Lake City, in m:sa meeting assembled, do
manifest our indignation and protest
againat the Bill before Congress, known as
the Cullom Bilt, also the one known as the
Cragin Bill, and all similar Bills, ex-
pressions and manifestos.

Resolved.—That we consider the above
named Bills foul blots on our national es-
cutcheon — absurd documents — atrocious
insults to the Honorable Executive of the
United States Government, and malicions
attempts to subvert the ri.ghm of civil and
religious liberly. ]

Resolved.—That we do hold ‘sacred ‘the
Constitution bequeathed us by our fore-
fathers, and ignore, with laudable wamanly
jealousy, every act of those men fo whom
the responsibilities of government have
been entrusted, which is calculated to des-
troy its efll 5 1 ;

Resolved. —That we unitedly exercise
avery moral power and every right which
we inherit as the daughters of American
oitizens, to prevent.the age of such
bills; knowing that they would inevifably
cast a stigma on our Republican Govern-
ment by jeopardizing the liberty and lives
of its most lnﬁ and peaceable citizens.

Resolved.—That, in our candid opinion,
the presentation of the aforesaid indi-
eates s manifest degeneracy of the great
men of our nation; nnéiu th?_;ru ;dgputﬁn
would presage a speedy down an i
mateextinetion of the glorious pedestal of
Freedom, Protection and Bqual Rights es-
tablished by our noble ancestors,

Resolved.—That we acknowledge the In-

" glitutions of the Church of Jesus Christof | 4

Latter-day Saints as the only reliable safe-
guard of female virtus and i1nnocence; and
the only sure protection against the fearful
sin of prostitution and its attendant evils,
now prevaient abroad, and, as such, we are
and shall be united with our brethren in
sustaining them against each and every en-
croachment, :
Resolved,—That we consider the origina-
tors of the aforesaid bills disloyal %o the
Constitution, and unwortby of any position
sof trust in any office which involves the
interests of our nation. S9N
Resolved.—That, in case the Bills in ques-

tion should pass hoth houses of Con ress.

and become a law by which we shall be
disfranchised as a Territory, we, the ladies

of Salt Lake City, shall exert all our power.

and influence to aid in the support of our
own State Government.

The meeting was addressed, by sever-
ol other speakers, whose remarks are
given below in the order in which they
were delivered:

MRS, SMITH,

Relict of Elder Warren 8mith, who
was murdered at Haun's Mill, then
spoke:

Bisters, as I sat upon my seal listen-
ing, it seemed as though if I held my

the stones of the streeta would ery
out. With your prayers siding me I
will try and malke a few remarks,

I obeyed the goapel on the first day of
April, 1831, almest thirty-nine years
ago; and I have beem in the midst of
this people ever gince. L have seen
their travels, their sorrows, their afflie-
tions. I have seen the mourning and
sorrow of this geu le in their calamities.
and many is the time my heart has been
pained at the scenes of distress I have
witnessed. 1 moved to Kirtland with
my husband, a gyood man and a faithful
elder in Israel. He moved his family
to Kirtland and bought a beantiful
place, but he eould net live on it. Our
persecutors sald we must not stay there,
‘We sold our beautiful home for a song,
and we had to sing il ourselves. 9
traveled all summer to Missouri, our

'mi;fdar" was ‘enatted, husband

itched hia'
%up. w1 ot Bro. Da-
vid Evans had made a treaty with
the mob that they would not molest us,
He eame in and ealled the gnmpgn§ to-
gether, and they kneltin prayer. Isat

mob coming, the same that took away
our weapons, They came like 80 man
demons or wild Indians, Before
could get to the blacksmith’s shop door
to tell them, the bullets were whistlin
amongst them. Among those who fe
were my husband and ason, and one
beantifaul boy, now here, a man, in
your midst, - was wounded worse than
death., I was obliged to stay on that
awful ground all that night to take
care of my poor children. Another
sister who had a son wounnded, stayed
there all night with me, The scene was
terrible beyond description. One poor
brother was lying in the shop and
could not be moved; and the moans
of the dying and wounded were
heart-rending. @Our enemies, were
not far off and we did not know but
they would return. Next morning
‘Brother Joseph Young came fo see
what could be dome. He inquired
what should be done wjth the dead,
‘a8 there was not time to bury them, for
the mob was eoming on us, and there

were not men to dig the graves. I said
anything but leaving their bodies to
the flends that had killed them. There

was a deag:ﬂdrjr well close by, and info
this the bodies had to be hurried,
seventeen in number, some head down~
wards and some feel downwards.

And this was in America! In the
land of liberty and freedom, that boasts
of the rights guaranteed to its citizens!
We are here tio-day to say if such
gcenes shall be again enacted in our
midst. I say to you, my sisters, you
are American citizens; let us stand by
the trath if we die for it (applause).

MRS. WILMARTH EAST,

It ia with feelings of pleasure, mingl-
ed with indignation and disgust, that I
appear before you my sisters, to express
my feelings in regard to the Cuallom
Bill now before the Congress of this
oncehappy andRepublican government,
The Constitution for which our fore-
fathers fought and bled and died, be-

liberty,—the right to worship God ac-
cording to the dictates of ourown con-
sciences! Does the Callom Bill give us
this right? Compare it with.the Con-
stitution if you please, and ses whata
d’isgraﬂﬂ has come upon this once happy
and Republican government! WWhere,
O, where is that liberty, bequeathed
to us by our forefathers,the richest
boon ever ziveu (o man or woman, ex=
cept eternal life or the gospel of the
Son of God? Iam an American citi-
zen by birthright and, having lived
above the laws of the land I elaim the
right to worsoip God according to the
dictates of my own conscience and the
commandments that God shall give
unto me. Qur Constitution guarantees
“Life liberty and the pursuit of hap-
iness to all who live beneath it."”
hat is life to me if I see the galling
yoke of oppregsion placed upon the
necks of my husband, sons and bro-

proud fo say to you that I am not onl
a citizen of the United States of Ameri-
ca, but a citizen of the kingdom of God,
and the laws of this Kingdom I am wil-
ling to sustain and defend both by ex-
ample and precept. I am thankful to-day
that I have the privilegeof living the re-
ligion of Jesusour Savior. I am thankfal
to-day that I have the honored privi-
lege of being the happy recipient of one
of the greatest principles ever revealed
to man for his redemption and exalta-
tion in the kingdom of God, namely
plurality of wives; and I am thankful
to-day thas I Enow God is at the helm
and will defend his people.

MES, KIMBALIL

Felt thankful fo be numbered with
this people. We feel to honor and
the gospel communicated to us, She
was sorry that Congress is engaged in
framing measures for the overthrow of
the Latter-day BSaints. Bhke prayed
that the spirit and feelings of that audi-
ence might be felt in the Congress of
the United States and tbhat any mga-

teams poor, and with hardly enough to | sures that are calculated to bring

keep body and soul together. We land-
ﬂ 1{:1 Caldwell Eour}tr,- ?m Haun’'s

ill, nine wagons of us Incompany.
Two da.yaﬂhafnra we landed tharl?nwa
were taken prisonera by an armed
mob that demanded every bit of ammu-
nition and every weapon wehad. We
surrendered them; gave up all. They
knew it, for they searched our ﬁnn.

few miles more brought us to Haun’s

11 where that awful

upon this community, might ba thwar-
ted; and that Congress will be made to
see the injustice of such measures as
those ﬂﬂnwm]ﬁﬂad by the Cullom bill,
against good, honest, virtuous and loya
citizens, such as are the people of
Utah, A | 4,
| MRES, MCMINN .

Could not refrain from expressin

scene of {

herself in unison with her gsisters, an

% r-f,vi,r _ | her indignation at the bill. She was an
'l;ell;jbi hi 8 blacksmith’s
“mistake n

in my tent, and looking out saw the

ueathes to us the right of religious.

thers as Mr. Cullom would haev it! I am

not only

American citizen, Her father had
fought through the revolution with
General Washington, and ‘she claimed

had fought. She was proud of being a
Latter-day Saint. |

In answer to an inguniry she siated
that she was nearly eighty-five years
of age. '

E. R. SXOW.

My sisters:—In addressing you at this
time I realize that the occasion is a pe-
culiar and an interesting one, We are
living in a land of freedom—under a
Constitution that guarantees ¢ivil and
religious liberty toall; black and white,
Christians, Jews, Mahometans and Pa-
gans; and how strange it is that such
considerations should exist as those
which have called us together this after-
noon.

Under the proud banner which now
waves from ocean to ocean, strange as
it may seem, we, who have ever been
loyal citizens, have been persecuted
from time totime and driven from place
to place, until at last, beyond the
bounds of civilization, under the gnid-
ance of Preeident Young, we found an
asylum of peace in the midat of theze
mountains. : -

There are, at times, small and appar-
ently trivial eventa in the lives of indi-
viduals with which every other event
natarally associates, There are eircum-
stances in the history of nations, which
gerve as centres, around which every-
thing else revolves.

The entrance of our brave pioneers and
the seitlement of the Latter-day Saints
in these mountain vales, which then
were only barren, savage wilds, are in-
cidents with which, not only our own
future, but the fature of the whole
world is deeply associated.

Here they struggled with mors than

mortal energy, ifor their hearts and
hands were nerved by the spirit of the
Most High, and through His blessing
they succeeded in drawing sustenance
from the arid soil; ;and here they ereect-
ed the standard on which the Star
Spangled Banner waved its salutations
of welcome to the nations of the earth;
and, although it had been stained with
the blood of innocence, here it has been
vescued from the withering touch of ty-
ranny and oppression—here it has been
honored and respected, and here it will
be bequeathed unsullied to future gen-
erations. Yes, that ‘‘dear old Flag,”
which in my girlhood I always contem-
plated with joyous pride, and to which
the patriotic strains of my earliest
muse were chanted, here floata trium-
phantly on the mountain breeze,
Our numbers, small at first, have in-
creaged, until now we numberone hun-
dred and fifty thousand, and yet, we
are allowed only a Territorial Govern-
ment, Year after year we have petit-
ioned Congresa, for what it was our in-
alienable right to claim,—a State Gov-
ernment; and year after year our petit-
ions have been treated with contempt.
Such treatment as we have received
from our ralers, has no precedent in the
aunals of history.

And now, instead of granting us our
riﬁhta a8 Awerican citizens, bills are
being presented to Congress which are
adisgrace to men in responsible stations
professing the least claim to honor an
magnanimity—bills, which, if carried
into effect, would utterly annihilate us
a3 a people. But this will never be.
There is too much virtue yet existing in
the nation, and above all, there is a God
in heaven, whose protecting care is over
us, and who takes ecognizance of the acts
of the children of men.

My sisters, we have met to-day to
manifest our views and feelipgy con-
cerning the oppressive policy eforeised
towards us by our Re cal
ment, Aside from all local and per-
sonal feelings, to me it is a source of
deep regret;that the standard of Amer-
iean liberty should have so far swayed
from its origiral towering position as to
have given rise to cireumstances which
rendered such a meeting op-
portune but absolutely necessary,

Heretofore, while defraction and ridi-
cale have been poured forth in almost
every form that malice could invent
while we have been misrepresented by
speech and press, and exhibited in

dies of Utah, as a ﬁgeml thing, have
remained gsilent. d not our aims
been of the most noble and exalted
character, and had we not known that
we occupied astandpoint far above our
traducers, wemight have returned vol-
ley for volley; but we have, all the time,
realized that to contradict such egre-
gious absurdities, wnulg be a greatstoop
of condescensivin—far bgveath the dig-
nity of those who profess to be Baints of
the living God; anc we very unassum-

L

the exergise of the liberty for which ha |

ublican” Govern- |

every shade but our true light, the la-

\ingly applied to ourselves a saying of
',ﬂ.ns';gn_ ot apostle in writing to the
Cortinthians, ‘‘Ye suffer fools, gladly,
seeing that yourselves are wise.”! =

But there is a point at which silence
is no lopger a virtue. In my humble
opinion we have arrived at this point.
Shall we—ought we to be silent when
every right of citizenship—every vestige
of eivil and religious liberty is at stake?
‘When our husbands and sons—our
fathers and brothers are threatened,
being either restrained in their obedi-
ence to the commands of God, or inecar-
cerated year after year in the dre
confines of a prison, will it be thought
presumptuous for usto speak? Are not
our interests ovne with our brethren?
Ladies, this subject as deeply interests
us as them. In the Kingdom ef God,
woman has no interests separate from
those of man—all are mutual,

Qur enemies pretend that in Utah,
woman is held in a state of vassalage—
that she does not act from choice, but
by coercion—that we would even prefer
life elsewhere, were it possible for us to
make our escape. What nonsense! We
all kpow that if we wished, we could
leave at any:time—either to go singly
or we could rise en masse, and there ia
no power here that could or 11'ng7r! gver
wish to prevent us.

I will now ask thisintelligent assemb.
ly of ladies: Do you Enow of any plaes
on the face of the earth, where woman
has more liberty, and where she enjoys
such high and glorious privileges as she
does here, as a Latter-day Saint? ‘'No!”’
The very ideaof women hege in a state of
slavery is a burlesque on good common
sense, The history of this people, with
a very little refleetion, would instruct
outsiders on this point, it would show
at onee that.the part which woman has
actéed in it, could never have been per-
formed against her will. Amid the
many distreasing scenest hrough which
we have passed, the privations and
hardships consequent on our expulsion
from Btate to State, and our location in
an isolated, barren wilderness, the we-
men in this Church have performed and
suffered what could never have been
borne and accomplished by slaves

And now, after all that has transpir-
ed, can our opponents expect us to look
on with silent indifference and seeevery
vestige of that liberty, for which many
of our patriofie %randsires fought and
bled, that they might bequeath to us,
their children, the précious boen of
national fm&d’um, wreated from our
grasp? Ifso, they will learn their mis-
take, we are ready to inform - them.
They must be very dull in estimating
the energy of female character, who ean
persuade themselves that women, who,
for the sake of their religion, left their
homes, crossed the plains with hand-
carts, or, a3 many had previously done, -
drove ox, mule and !horse teams from
Nauveo and from other points when
their husbands and sons went at their
country’s call, to fight her battles in
Mexico; yes, that very country’ which
had refused us protection and from
which we were then struggling to make
our escape I say, those who think that
such women and the daughters of such
women do not posgess too much energy
of character to remain passive and mute
under existing circumstances are “reck-
oning bills without their host.” To sup-
pose that we should not be aroused
when our brethren are threatened with
fines and imprisonment for their faith
in and obedience to the laws of God, is
an insalt to our womanly natures.

Were we the stupid, degraded, heart-
broken beings that we have been re-
presented, silence might better become
us; but, a8 women of God,—women
filling high and responsible positions—
performing sacred duties~~women who
stand not as dietators, but as counsel-
ors to their husbands, and who, in the

urest, noblest feense of refined woman-

ood, iming truly their helpmates; we
not only speak because we' have the
right, but justize and humanity de-
mand that we should.

Instead of being lorded over by tyran-
nical husbands, we, the ladies of Utah,
are already in ession of a privi-
lege which many intelligent and high
aiming ladies in the Btates are earnest-
!i seeking i.'e,, the right to vote. Al-
though as yet we have not been ad-
mitted to the common balloet box, to us
the right of suffrage is extended in
mafters of far greater importance. This
we say truthfully not boastingly; and
we may gay farther, that if those sensi-
tive persons who profess ‘to pity the
condition of the women of Utah, wild
gecure ‘unto us those rights and privi
leges whieh a just and equitable ad-
ministration of the laws of the Consti-
tution of the United States guarantees
to every loyal citizen, they may reserve
-t?a:ir sympathy for u%}eeha more appre-
ciative, :




