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SATURDAY'S TRAGEDY.

We peed a law makiog the owper or
custodian of weapons responsible tfor
their proper keepicg,butas a family we
nre palnfully slow to advaonce io some
respects. It may be sajd that prog-
ress without propulelon of some kind
in most casen fa nil. For years 1t bas
been urped here and elsewhere to take

the pecessaly sleps 10 keep Jdangeryus|

weapons out uf teoder hande, or at
least to restrict the practice to lbe low.
&8t possible proportiove, and inevery
case, when euch B thing occurced, to
make some ouv responsible by Omission
pt commission apd Ioflict such &
penalty a8 would sbhow that the matter
was not a (tifling oope at a1l but one of
great vravity, uo matter whe her there
ware (atal or a0y agecial results to ench
trapagression o DOL.

If alaw mukipgit a misdemeanor in
most cases apd B felopy 1o 8 few to
cause or permit children to bave fire-
arms wete evpacted apd enforced, it
would be the filling of a want more seri-
pusly feit thau uwDy other of a
pubilc natare. We ulreauy have B
stwtute agaipost supplying Jjuvenilee
with toy pletols, but the other apd
dendliergind they can obtain without
reptraint and these who directly or
jndirectly, by carelesscess or direct
action, caugse the oblldren to be thuos
supplied rup o risk whatever, except
that of public censure or private re-
sentment, and what good does that do?
It j» ©Beemiogly sbown that the
judgment does notact, that no matter
now maby or huw painful the tragedies
takipg place, the inst oDe is nDo More a
mensure of restraintl thep the first; and
thiat nolbing sbort of a vigorouslaw
slernly a4 pli-d will vo any good,

ltseems jule te say, in view of the
sbueking wod  terriole (tragedy of
Baturday, wherein 8D eight-year oid
chiild was shot to death by play mates,
that perhaps now wome care will be
taken aud flresrms EBept out of lhe
reach of children«f t nder years—idle
because tnere i8 Dothiug in the way of
a cuelcive messulr® requiring it to he
dupe, sod we caphct, appurently, as a
race mount to a bigher piaue of con-
duct without the ulu of fotce any more
thap we c¢an ionbabit the air or water
without i, [ndeed, we should as econ
expect the next bhorror of the kiud to
owcur within u few hours of ibe Just aw
within several mootbs, since euch
thlugs seem Jpeviiahble e matiers go,
1t 18 » guestion depending upon tue
children tbemselver; If luey take a
untion 10 nblaiu desdly WeapoDBapd
make use of them, what is there to
prevent the periormance?

This 38 Dot & very comforting straln
io which to speak of lhe latestof a
series of evente !l ot whichb bave cast
durk caouds of . rief upon the com-
mupity apd bowed families Lo the

30 commop and iu all cares proceeding
from caupes so pimilar that Dothing
shortof the lapguage of exasperation
peems fitting. It is nol made a matter
of selection ae to what time ot life or by
what means B human beiog must die;
but 1t 18 certain that by Do
‘meand 62D We more certeiply aid the
reaper tbeo by placlog dapgerous
weapons io the hands of those incap-
able of properly using them orthought-
lesely leaving such weapons ip ap
exposed Or Ipsecurs place where
they caws be obiained without permis-
sion, Butlet us jodulge io one more
expreasion of bope that henceforth the
coming law will be soticipated—for
surely the moral responsibility which
I8 placed upon those who permit ohil-
dren to obtain firearms ought to be ar
rigorous snd as much dreaded by rea-
sopable people us any that the law can

{ropose. )
CAPITOL GROUNDS OPEN.

The suggestion of the NEws. some
weeks 8ago, that the orpsmental

grounds op Capitol Hill where the p

proposed territorial building will stand,
be thrown open tothe public,bhas a'l but
been acted unon by the authotities in
charge. Theiron fence has been newly
painted, the wolks and drives bave
been smoothed out api oleared of
weeds, the lawns are trimmed close;, &
pumber of senis have heen placed Ino
convenient places for thore who while
resting will be giad 10 view the
lapdsrape o'er, and the Iiwmevitable
warning, ‘‘Keep off the grase’’ stares
from cvery angle and lerrace, The
treea are not yet large enough 1o make
a very deneesbade, bot they euffice
picely to break the glare of the sun’s
raye and offer coolnets coupled with
fresh sir in plenty.

This sction on the part of the author-
itier deserves to be commepded, The
public wiil appreciate it spd ought to
reciprocate by observing strioctly the
regulations imposed, while enjoying
to thefull the pleasure which has beep
provided.

UTAH AND CALIFORKIA FRODITS.

Utah has demonstrated beyond per-
advepture her wondrous capacity as s
producer of {rults, but never more so
lhan tbis sesson. In Do part of the
world ean finer strawberries be found,
and we serlously question If tbere are
any that oep ¢qual sBome specimeDns
that appear on the market, while the
otop is more thap ample, it s immenae.
In speaking of eirawberries they are
referred to merely hecaupse seasonable,
pot because they ure & 8; eolalty to the
exclueion of other fruits by 8Dy
meant; 80d OUr remarks have refer-
ence to quality ae well us (o slze and
quanptity. But for the esrlier peasons
in sume other places, imporiatioo io
such lines would be hopslessly shut
out.

Call'orpia 18 the leading fruit district
of the Unplted Btates, but it 18 not
lead Iog 8s much asit did, TheChronicle
cemplains thut for half 8 dozen years
or more the state hus been blowing ite
trumpet sbout its capabilities, present

our brags with fruit tratos every sum-
mer-apd bhave succeeded in building
up s reputation tor our fruitip the
Ensterno atates, but thie summer, when
tbe world is assembled at Chicago
and when we have the ¢chance of our
lives to advertise Calitornia fruit, we do
pothipz or next to pothiog. WIith
trees bepding bLepeatb the weight of

ripenipg fruit the World’s Fair
sees po OCalifornia fruit which Is
worthy the pame.’? All of which

shows bad mapagement to say the
least, but our GGolden Aate colemporary
does not let the people of ite state oft so
cagily, It proceeds after the above in
the fo)lowing straip: k]

It wonld Dot bs eary to conceive of a
more striking illuettation of stupidity
or carclesspers of somsething thao is be-
ing exhibited at tbe present time by the
orchardists of Califorpia in refraining
from making a fruit exhlbit at the
World!'s Fair. Even though Lthe froit-
growers may huave sold their whole crop.
there conld be Do d:ifficulty ipsecoring
such a modification of their coptiracts as |
Lo permit an exhibis at Chicago. IbD fact,
the buygrs themseelves, one wouild sup-

088, would be more than willing to nrd
iD such an exhibit. -

Bureiy one or two selected bhere and
there could have made no appreciahie
diflerence to the csniracts, while ag-
gregated they wouli have made a
monster coliectinn going to show at a
glapce the capacity and geperal ¢char-
acter ol Californin’s soil. But it ia too
late to complain now.

BISHOP SCANLAN'S DAY.

Haturday last wue the Lweniy-fifth
sonliversary of the ordination of Right'
Revereud Lawrence Scanlan. and the
occaslon wam properly obeerved by the
gentleman and his friends. A nomber
of prominent citizens of this ciiy aod
evlsewhere partioipated in the pruceed-
loks, whleh, from firet to last, were
a8 much in the nature of a testimonial
to the geulleman’s worth By & com-
memoration of the eventof B quarter
vl o conlury ago.

Thete are ew ii any public men
apywhere who stapd Itsirer or more
erect in tbe presence of tbe commun-
ity in which they llve than dowss Mr.
Heaplap. He bas been with us the
greater yortion of the time, pearly all
of it in faot, sud hss upiform-
Iy copulcted the affuira of
his church io #  digpifled, ca-
pable apDd  upobtrusive munper,
whiie persopully affuble, appruachuble
apd altogether correct In bis deport-
ment. He js the first Catbollc hishop
in thie part of the world; but prior to
upd since his elevation lo that slution
bhe buss borpe bimeell wito becoming
wodesty #apd a due regard tor thbe
amenities of life, The NEws tenders
its cougratulations tv Bishop Beaplan
and wishee hlm many wmore pleasaut
apnd prosperous yesrs,

THE MAN who was set down as the
tlie wioner io the bioucho race Lo
Chicago—~ Doc Middleton—has given
ttup aud will make the rest of the trip
by train, Perbups eome of the others
will wish they had done so when it is

all over.



