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through the crowd, and Ah Sin finally
landed them in a low, one-story wooden
building, which served as a dining
room of the Chinese artists, The mem-
bers of the troupe were already seated
around a long, wooden table, drinking
tea and chattering away like magples,

Barnes, intent on hig secret quest, no-
ticed that Lew Pang, the stage villain:
Woo Tong, the colorless hero, and bix
beloved, the heroine of the drama, =it
at the head of the poard Intent upon
one another and oblivious of thelr sur-
roundings, Ten other Chinamen wery
there, fiva on either side of the table
All had smooth, yvellow faces, triaugula;
eyed, glistening white teeth, expres
glonless countenances and a gravity of
demeanor that was toreibly depressing
The face an manner of each one of
them, the blue cotton blouges, the white
drawers, the heavy wooden shoes with
thelr brocaded uppers, and the Jong
shining, plaited pigtalls, were =u pre-
¢isely allke that a bibulous spectator
might have been pardoned for believing
he wag seeing the same men ten times
over,

When Barnes' |[dentity became Known
the clattering conversation ceased with
nerve racking sud mess, Thoe Mon-
gollang were all very reverent in the
pregence of the representative of the
Unitd States goverment, The Interpret-
er, whn gloated over his work, insisted
upon presenting the chief to the actors,
He began with the fond parent In the
drama, who bowed low to Barnes and
gave vent to a sertes of shrill ejacua-
tions lasting for half a minute,

“He say,” remarked the Interpreter,
htandly, “he velly glad to see you."

“It's fortunate,"” whispered Clancy to
Barneg, “he didn’t wish ye the compli-

ments of the season. He'd be talking
yet." A
Barnes noticed that the girl at the

head of the able was in high spirits,
but saw that the men on either side of

her, the villain and the hero, were al-
ternately ralsed to the highest helghts
of hopes or plunged into the deepest
depths of despalr. The sight of her

childigh face, framed In a4 mass of coal
black halr, melted the antagonistic
heart of Clancy, and he mutterad somq
famillar quotation about a rose be-
tween two thorns, But to Barnes she
looked more like a doll, a play toy, than
a flower, The pinkish 5 Aagalinst
the tawny skin, the tiny dots of
peering out of the heavy lidg, under (e
arched brows: the waxen ears, like the
most delicate of shells; the flat nose, the
small, stralght mouth with the blood-
red lips, all helped the illusion. A pearl
comb Wwas thrust carelessly into a glist-
ening coil of her jet black hair. She
ware the costume that had done ser-
vice in the play, a richly trimmed gar-
ment with a gracefully draped train,
The light blue waist was kimono shuaped
pnd the large flowing sleaves contrast-
ed oddly with her small hands, which
geemed altogether too dainty and trans-
parent to be real.

She held a roge coqueitishly in the

chee

eyes

doll-like fingers, and the two men
struggled for it with a pretence at
boyishness which was belled by the

glitter In their usually dull, filmy eyves,
Lew Pang whispered very earnestly
to her, but she answoered  with an in-
different shrug and a laugh. His face

hardened, and Jjumping up with an
angry gesture, he strode from the
room. After that the coal black head

of Ching Moy and the shaven crown
of Woo Tong got very closge together.
Presently there was a flutter in the
room, One of the stolfd faced China-
men on -the slde of the table made a
discavery, The littie god of love, hov-
ering above them-—or was it Woo
Tong 7—had softly dropped something
on the table. It was exqulisitely sim-
ple. A paper dragon was before the
man and a paper phoenix in front of
the woman. They were sewed togeth-
er with two pleces of red silk. Every
one in the room-—except Barnes and
Clancy—recognized the meaning of
the ancient symbols. Woo Tong and
Ching Moy were betrothed! All were
happer over this beautiful bit of Imag-
ery, and no one gave any thought to
the absent Lew Pang, thus worstad by
his rival in real life, as he had re-
peatedly been on the mimic stage.

Nothing would do but that Buarnes
should stay for the evening perform-
ance and then participate In a genuine
Chinese dinner to celebrate the real
engagement of the hero and heroine,
¢ consummation which had been eag-
erly looked for by the members of the
company, who had participated in the
stage afaly so many hundreds of
tmes  Clancy threw out a hint about
going home, but the positiveness with
which Barnes said ‘“We're going to
stay’ convineed the young man that
the veteran had something up his
sleeve, and  that he, too, would be
compelled to remaln and sce the game
to the end.

Barnes conversed with the (‘hina-
men and gradually led up to the dis-
appearance of the idol, and showaod
the newspaper clipping to the inter-
preter, That person hecame interest-
ed at once, and amid a wealth of de-
tall told what he knew of the occur-
renee which had mystified the colony
50 much. He sald the {dol had dis-
appeared not once, hut several times,
vfzunas asked where it had come from
in the first place. Lew Pang, who had
originally procured the Joss for the
tompany in China, was not pre ont, so
the query could not be answered,
While the interpreter was talking,
Ching Moy wa‘ched the Americans in-
tently from the depths of her beddy
Hitle eyes. After Ah Sin finished his
story, Barnes fell into one of his char-
fcteristic reveries, from which he Wis

aroused by a plucking at his coat
slooves He looked around and souw
Ching Moy béckoning to him with a
half moeking smiie She walked out
or the room and he followed her. Onca
outside she pursed up her ruby lips
and genuflecting reverently, spread

her flowing sleoves until they looked
ke the outstretehed wings of a heau-
tiful bird.

"Do custom house man want to find
out wbout Chinese Joss snld,
pronouncing each word and
shurply,

Ho noddeq cagerly,

She pointed (o the temple, a faw
yards away and hegan to walk in that
direction. Barnes hulted,

“Ching Moy, he sald, “I've seen yon
before i

She looked up exultant and bobbed
her heaq in assent,

"On the wharf on the day
rived In this country,” G

She laughed with gloe at
derful memory,

"You weras trying to tell me some-
thing that day; what was (7"

For a moment the tiny face

she
quickly

you ar-

his won-

u e WaN [
Mank-—the next moment she burst
forth in a frantie efforg 1o be undor-

#lood,

"Yeas, vos: Obin Moy ) o W
Tong velly muuh!F’ L3 laye 'Wan

"Well," sald the chief, with his (n-
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right.'
No, no,' ghe

eried in protest, “no

allee Jight, Lew Pang he want Ching
Moy, He take Ching Moy back to
China and mally her.”

“"But,"” sald Barnes cheerily, T =y
pose Ching Moy will have something

1o say about that*"
She shook her head aadly
"Lew Pang velly bag man; he
Ching Moy mally him: he hurt
Tong."
The chief put a
her tiny shoulder
"“Not in this country,” he said «ooth.
ingly,

mnk

Woo

reassuring hand on

She wgighed, a sigh of relief and a
glgh of blixs,

“"Oh, Ching Moy love Woo Tong
velly mueh; oh, 8o velly much,™

Tell me about the foss,” he said
peremptorily, coming buack to the busi-
ne in hand,

“"Can Ching Moy love Woo Tong
velly much?” she askoed gus

“Certainly,” and the chief )

al the graclousness of Rig permission
“No cne hurt Woo Tong?”
» nol" was the now {mpatient ye-

Custom house man rut Lew Pang
In prison?"

“If he gets half a chanes.' Thi
with vehemence

This promise appeared to satisfy the
girl, for she stlontly tiptoed in the di
rection of the joss housy The ex-
positlon grounds were almost desertod
The afternoon erowds had departed
and 1t wanted nearly an hour hefore
the evening visitors vould arvive, Thi
door of the ruds mple wy fosed
but the girl oon offect d an lv:!x.xn-'-:

and the customs inspector
lowed her into the dimiy
There was something
barren interior. The
stood in state on it

quickly

lighte

fol-
d room
welrd about the
hideous statue
rough pedestal,

glaring at them with glassy oyves anal
an Insufferable smfle. It sat 1 legy
crossed, tallor fazhlan, a afr of
wooden hands wore i fold-
ed across an nby armua rat stomach,
Once it looked as if the th { were
sneering ar them, but Che fHusion was
probably causod by & ray of the Hel-

Ung sun that
the doarway,
Barnes' hump of

penetrated a chink in

fear was not stro 18-
\

Iv developed, hut he felt for g moment

48 It this invasjion wep half a mis-
take, His natural ecautfon told him
that if he were detect d by the China«
men, thelr auty Wl fealln might

prompt them to
WoMense

Swift ve
i of his duty
loomed up

a

adva

Igaance, But
1o th government
Vividly before him, and he
without hi¢ The
sterieal

dtation

e

i over the sacrilege
and half eful in the thought of her
powerful ally, was pointing to {he floor
of the temple, The man could s noth-
Ing. She rafsed the wick of the smoul-
deri lamp, and the ghostly lght re-
Vool soft. white covering over the
enrthen  surface, Still puzzled, he

looked at her for a further explanation,
Her answer was to point silently to a
small closely woven sleve in the corner
of the room,

The explanation flashed on him in an
Instant A portion of the floor had
been sifted over carefully with a cov-
ering of fine white flom Degignedly
she had led him about the extreme edge
of the room without disturbing the
stufr, He adjusted his glasses, and,
leaning over, inspected the soft mantle,
In the center, leading up to the idol,
VAas a soerfes of distinct foot-prints. A
second and closer inspection satisfied
him that the impressions had heen
made by a pair of wooden soled shoes
such as are commonly worn by China-
men, The tracks reversed themselves
after a while and showed where the
Inan had left the building,

“You sprinkled the flour here?” he
exclalmed, grasping the girl’s wrist,

She podded her head, het doll-like
face glowing with feverish excitement,

“When?"

“L.ast night."

YA woman's wit," he muttered,

The next moment he was on the out-
#ide, following the white footprints
with the eagerness of a bloodhound,
They led toward the main living room
of the troupe, and then suddeniy
branched off and finally ended in front
of a low, one story frame structure in
the rear.

He turned quickly.

“Whose room is this?"

A look of fear came to her baby face
and she was silent,

“Tell me," commanded the chief. “No
harm shall come to you.”

“Lew Pang!” shae exclaimed, throw-
g discretion to the winds,

“Ah!" efaculated Barnes, and there
was satisfaction and triumph in the
brief word,

He made no bones ahout breaking
through the fratl doorway, which read!-
ly yielded to his strong arms. At this
ghe gave a little shriek and ran a way
With her face buried in her hands, He

pald no further attention to the girl,
but got down to work at unce, A chest
stood in the corner of the room, It

was the work of a minute to pry apen
the ld with a chisel which lay near by,
A lot of old clothes greeted his gaze,
He tossed them aside and dug to the
hottom of the chest, Presently his hand
#truck a hard substance. He reached
down and brought up & square shaped
mat comtalning o sticky materiel, He-
neath it he found a half dozen similar
piackages, He aroso from his Knees, his
face glowing,

YOplum! At lasg!”

In an incredibly short time he had
thrust everything back Into the chaost
and cloged and fastened it. He hastened
toward the luarge building, Clancy was
cn the doorsteps, curlosity and wonder
in his face,

“Con!"™ shouted
to his ussigtant,

Claney responded without question.
The two men hastened to the temple,
Barnes entered first, He turned (o
Clancy,

“Guard that door with  youp life.
We've only got a short time. 1 must not
be Interrupted,”

The Jght was bad, but It answered.
The chief pulled the Ud down, It was
made of rattan and was Ught in welght,

the chief, beckoning

The base was heavier than the othor
portion. Barnes irreverently turned
It upslde down. The Dbottom was
soerewoed on In a workmanlike manner.

With the ndeptness of a cabinetm 1ker
the chief got to work. The sorews
moved easlly, They had evidaently been
in and out before, In & few minutes
the bottom came oft and out of the cay-
ity there rolled numberless small mats
Clancy's mouth  distended in frank
amnzement. He deserted his post for a
moment,
“What
whisper,
“Opiam," replled
“Hundreds of dollars'
thousands.'
“And IUg"—
“Yos," sald the chiof ironlenlly, an-
swerlog the question before it had be n

Is 117" he gusped In an awed

Barnes
worth

calmly.
probahly

fully framed, “It's all been smuggled
Into the port before our very oyes."
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YBy Jlew Pang-your villainous

friend of the play,’

“What are you going 1o do with jt2

“We'll gloge it up for the present,”
sald Boarnes blundly, and, suiting (he
netion to the word, he serewed the bot-
tom on aguin and placed the |dol on
its pedestal in {ts tormer position. The
next moment they had closed the dooy
and were on the outside of the temple,
Thelr oxit wag ln the nlek of time, for
It was dusk and the exposition Brounds
were beglonlug  to il up Barnes
|>u'u'n--a Lo think for a moment and they
wild;
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ARE YOU ILL
DISEASED - SUEFERING

T Will Show You How to Get Well,
Al Diseases Treated. Tt matters

Nat What Your Disease May be,
We Have the Remedy,

No Patent Medicine—Nn ane

edy for all people and diseases, bhut a

Rem-
special preseription for your particular
case. Remedjes that have heen tested
in over
ONE MILLION CASES,
A COMPLETE SYSTEM of
Treatment for your Valuable
information and advice, and a Free
Trial Treatment of the World's great-
est Healers—

Home

disease

THE FAMOUS FORCE OF LIFE
REMEDIES,
will he sent to you, charges prepaid,

For several years these remedies have
patients in nearly
on the globe. Distance

baen prescribed for
every country
makes no difference.

PHYSICIAN'S SERVICES FREE,

Would ke to have your
case gone over and carefully diagnosed
by a speclallst?  Our Medical De-
partment is under the direction of a
speclalist of over twenty-five years' ex-
perience In this particular line of work.
His success in determining the under-

you not

Iving of those diseases which
Seem ¢ balffled the skill of the
average physiclan, and his applica-

tion of the proper remedy to di

186,

services that can be obtained.
falist usually charges from $£10 2h
for his services,. WE CHARGE YOU
NOTHING

WHAT OUT PATIENTS SAY:

“It gives me great pleasure to state
that my health has been fully restored
by Foree of Life treatment, |

ho, wriltes us, "I
like a new man
goue and [ cex
the results your
about. I certainly

vish to say that I feel
All my rheumatism is
inly am pleasaed with

am very gratetul to

vou, 1 sleep better than I have for
years and am Improved in every re-
S[e [ di expect to be well In

less than three months, and I was sur-

has been remarkable He has ¢

clated with him several prominent
physicians who are specialists In their 4
respective lines, therefore our patients

are assured of the bhest professional 5

shall 3

smedies have brought }

It Smells So Good

and it tastes so good—Dbecause it is good.

The fragrance of MC®Laughlin's XXXX Coffes makes you hungry for
some—and the taste is simply delicious—~full, rich and mellow.

MC€Laughlin's XXXX Coffee is imported direct by W. F. MCLaughlin

4 @ Co., the largest exclusive high grade coffee roasters in the world, and You
get the benefit.

The handy air-tight package and the glazing of pure sugar keep this
coffee clean and fresh—protected from dust, dirt and foul odors.

not fail 1 ! mmend It to my A
friends.™ writes Mrs, A, W, Hoig, of ‘| .
tockford, W ungton 5 ;
.\11',‘1"‘ D, Freeman, of Piggins, Ida- ;7 Al“ﬂys l‘ull WGidh(.

MCLaughlin‘s XXXX Coffee is sold by
All Good Dealers,

prized to sce how quick your remedies

cured me [ am perfectly willing fop
Vvou to use mo tme and letter to help i
suffering hut Iy wil answer all |
letters that « ¢ to me In regard to |

myv case, | re than pleased with

the benetit got out of your treal-
ment, It i8 & der and I hope |t
will stay wit iMfering world, It
I no frau A

The foll £ extracts are only a
faw expross! of gratitude from
thousands ) e tuken our treats
meont:

“Foree remedies were a God-
send to m "VIr L were not for
Force of 1.if emedles, I would hawve
heen in my grave " I thank God
for the He sent Force of Life
remedios 1o N I had been told my
CAND Was e, and I had glven up
all hops goltting well, but I took
VYOur tre N 1 today I am well-——"
“TI had suf ears with a terrible

red and teied remedy
| ent large sums of mons
vmed to glve me pers

malady
after rem:
oy, but nol

mianent yetl il T ook your won-
derful o { Lifte remodies 4
“1 would a t furget that I was ev-

er 1 if 1L wers t for the memory of
my agonls 1y gratitude to you

for putting end to them " Ti
all took 1} futerest in thelr patient
you do, ) uld not he 80 scep-
tical abou g treatment "ol
was al the fmy power of endurs
ance and f t Death would be na
waloome 1 from my agonies, but

thanks to the marvelous healing pows

or of W f Life re nllaulivlu, I am
cured, I happy=———"

May be s of these persond live
In your We will gladly glve
you thelr s en that you may writa
them persi y If you so desire,. We
wre receiving letters dally from pa-
tlents wh thely cases were pro-
noun | 11 ible, but Force of Life
remaed! d them What It has
done for the it ¢hould do for you
YOURS PO THE ASKING, WHITE

LS TODAY,

dlsease, s prominent
hoof thme affticted, and

slating
wYmptom

Rive you and #ex, and we will
dingnose wre and send you u
treatment Hhese wondertul health
piving remadies  FRRBE, Address

- The Spencer
- Seedless Apple

No Core—Sure Cropper—Red Color
—No Blossom — One-Fourth More
Solid Meat—TheApple of the Future

This will be to the apple family what the navel orange has been to the orange {amily,
PLANT TREES NOW, thus amsuring yoursel ves of the first apples on the market, which are
BOUND TO BRING ADVANCED PRICES. ‘

Our trees are grown by ourselves at I’r ovo, [tah, and are the finest that can be RTOWN ;

7 3 > Dl ol
large, thrifty roots and from six to eight feet high. WE GUARANTEE them to please. You
Send us your orders for Spring delivery of 1907,

Spencer Seedless Apple Nurseries.

W. M. Roylance, Proprietor, PROVO, Utah.
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